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LECTURES 

ON 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 

DELIVERED AT 
TITE LNIVF.RS1TY OF LONDON. 

By PROFESSOR A. T. THOMSON. 

Lecture II. 

Crimination of a Medical Witness by his 
Evidence. — Evidence grounded merely on 
Opinion. — Evidence based on Personal Expe- 
rience. — Opinions grounded on Scientific 
Records. — Personal Rearing and Demeanor 
of Medical Witnesses in Court. — Confessions 
of Strkand Dying Persons . — Rules for Med- 
ical Men . — Illustrations. — Such Confession a 
under Scotch Law. 

Gentlemen : — By a statute of George III. 
cap. 37, it is declared, that a witness cannot 
refuse to answer questions, because he may 
subject himself to civil liability or charge ; 
but he is not bound to answer any questions 
which may expose him to criminal punish- 
ment or penal liability. In such cases the 
limits to which a medical witness may thus 
proceed, ought to be well understood. 

A surgeon who goes out with parties that 
are about to fight a duel, is liable to be 
prosecuted criminally, if it can bo proved 
that he knew the duel was to take place. — 
lie is supposed, iu that case, to be an aider 
and abettor of the crime, which is felony in 
the eye of the law. But as the duty of she 
surgeon differs from that of the second, who 
goes out to regulate the perpetration of the 
murder, and os the surgeon attends merely 
to alleviate its consequences, if they admit 
of alleviation, I am disposed to regard the 
law in this respect as at least severe. It 
is, nevertheless, true, that a surgeon who 
attends on the field, knowing that a duel is 
to be fought, is regarded in law as an ac- 
complice. In giving testimony, therefore, 
in tho prosecution of the surviving party for 
murder, a surgeon is not bound to answer 
any questions which may tend to criminate 
himself. 

At tho CM Bailey session?, in June 
1821, Mr. George Patmore was tried for 
the murder of Air John Scott In a duel. — ’ 


Mr. Pettigrew, a surgeon, was tho first 
witness called. 

Mr. Justice Bailey said, u Mr. Pettigrew, 
I think it necessary to give you this caution. 
If you think the evidence which you aro 
about to give likely to expose you to a 
criminal prosecution, you aro not bound to 
give it.” 

Mr. Pettigrew replied, “ My lord, I am 
not competent to form any opinion of my 
legal guilt. I have not taken tho part of 
principal or second. The part which l 
have taken was merely to exerciso my pro- 
fcsssonal duty ; in that I do not think there 
was any moral guilt.” 

Mr. Justice Bailey. “ If you went 
(knowing a duel was to take place) for the 
purpose of giving professional attendance, 
1 apprehend you arc liable to a criminal 
prosecution .” 

Mr. Pettigrew. tl Then, my lord, 1 
must decline answering any questions.” 

Mr. Justice Bailey. “ 1 recollect having 
seen a surgeon of eminence tried in this 
court on a similar occasion.” 

Neither Mr. Pettigrew nor his assistant, 
were examined. 

In this case tho witness was greatly In- 
debted to the judge ; and the case strongly 
illustrates tho advantage of a knowledgu 
of tho law of legal evidence to medical 
men. Iu mentioning this case, Mr. Amos 
quaintly remarks — ,l Mr. Pettigrew could 
not but have regretted bis deficiencies if, 
after concluding his evidence, he had been 
requested to spend the rest of the day with 
tho goalcr, and the next morning but ono 
with the executioner, — a doom which must 
have awaited him if royal mercy Lad not 
intervened, in pity to the deplorable legal ig- 
norance of the culprit.”* On tho same 
principle a medical witness may refuse to 
answer any question tending to degrade 
cither his moral or professional character, 
unless the transaction respecting which tho 
witness is interrogated form any part of the 
I issue ; in which case ho will be obliged to 
I give the evidoncc, however strongly it may 
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reflect upon bia character ; but, in all mat- j to form bis judgment upon the representa- 
tera irrelevant to the investigation in tion which witnesses at the trial have given 
issue, he may legally refuse to answer.— j of the conduct, manner and general ap- 
Thus a medical witness may on some former pearance exhibited by the patient . There 
occasion have displayed great professional i is, however, a certain degree of limitation 
ignorance in bis delivering his testimony, in such cases; for, although medical wit- 
but ho may have subsequently recovered the nesses are admitted, after hearing such 
good opinion of the world ; consequently it ; evidence, to give their opinion, whether 
would bo an act of extreme cruelty and in- j certain symptoms are symptoms of insanity , 
justice to expose his character afresh to yet they are not competent to give an 
evil report by means of his own testimony, opinion whether the particular act for 
A question may, nevertheless, be asked which a prisoner is tried, was an act of in- 
which may tend to disparage a witnoss, sanity. Thus, in such a case as that of 
provided it have not a direct and immediate Bellingham, who shot Mr. Percival, and 
effect to disparage. In a case in which was properly hanged for the murder, a 
Lord Alvanley was judge, a female was physician might bavo proved that the pris- 
asked whether she did not cohabit with the oner had displayed proofs of insanity ; but 
plaintiff ; hi* lordship did not exclude the his opinion would not have been asked 
question, and added, “ that unless a wit* whether the murder in question was an act 
ness could be asked what might tend to of insanity. It is surely unnecessary, gen- 
disparage him, an investigation into the tlemen, for mo to urge you to reflect 
character of the witness, which it might be on the high responsibility of the medical 
important to ascertain, would be prevent- witness in all such cases. Is it requisite to 
ed. n If the witness display premeditated say that he should come into court not 
ignorance on a point regarding which he merely able to give an opinion ; he should 
ought manifestly to have possessed greater bo able to maintain its accuracy, and to 
knowledge, this circumstance in a witness afford the reasons which influence his dc- 
ahould never bo forgotten ; and the witness cision ? Without such an elucidation, 
should be held up to the finger of scorn. — M opinion,” as I)r. Halsam justly remarks, 
Starkie, in treating of the instruments of u becomes a baro dictum But in every 
evidence, justly remarks that, 41 It cannot ease, as well as in thoso of insanity, it i» 
but be material for the jury to understand ' incumbent in the medical witness to ex- 
tho character of the witness whom they are 1 plain and to establish his testimony ; and 
called upon to believe ; and to know, in doing so, as he is directing his obser- 
whether, although he has not actually been ; rations to unprofessional men, he is bound 
convicted of any crime, he has not in some also to make his explanations satisfactory 
measure, rendered himself less credible, by 1 to tho capacities of his hearers ; he must 
his disgraceful oonduct.”* make himself intelligible to ordinary com- 

In general a witness must speak to facts ; prehensions, 
opinion is not regarded as evidence ; but ^ ou must also bear in mind, Gentlemen, 
medical witnesses, as I have already stated, that your powers to form a judgment on 
speak not only as to facts, but also state circumstances which require professional 
opinions, both as to the condition of pa- skill may be called in question. For ex- 
tients whom they have seen, and with rc- ample, a man is wounded, and death en- 
spcct to cases detailed by other witnesses, sues ; the jury cannot draw any conclusion, 
although they bavo not themselves seen the from their own experience, whether tho 
patients. Such opinions arc received as fatal issue was the result of the wound ; 
evidence. I was some years ago subpocned consequently a surgical witness is called in. 
to attend a trial at Warwick, on a policy Ho delivers his opinion as to the coonec- 
of insurance on a life ; yet all that could tion between the wound ‘and the death, 
be expected from me, and from other med- grounded upon the knowledge which he is 
leal witnesses who were in tho same pre- supposed to possess, on hearing all the 
dicamont with myself, was merely an opin- circumstances and tho symptoms of the 
ion of the state of the health of the deceas- case ; and tho jury is to bo guided by his 
ed, from tho details of others, at tho time opinion, because it is a just maxim in law, 
of effecting tho policy. In cases of insanity ! u eullibet in arte sua credendum cst.” — 
this species of evidence is often most im- But the skill of the witness may be called 
portant, as the medical man is permitted j in question ; his ability must be undoubted 

! before bis evidcnco can be received ; thence, 

• Bhirkif* EtMcik*. p H9. ! if questioned, he must be prepared not 
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only to maintain the validity of his opinion, ! 
but to display tho extent of his ability by j 
the opinions which he delivers. 

Nothing weighs so much with a jury, ! 
in giving evidonce to testimony, as expe- 
rience in the witness in reference to the j 
subject at issue ; but, however great this j 
may bo, yet it will have little influence in 
regulating the decision of a court, if it be 
not in conformity with the general experi- 
ence of the world- Thus, if a surgeon 
were to affirm that a man whoso skull was 
fractured by a blow on the headland who 
died a few days afterwards, did not fall a 
victim to the blow, but died of apoplexy, or 
any other disease, his testimony, although 
he might be a man of great experience, yet 
to say the most of it, would create little 
belief of its correctness in the minds of the 
jury. Nor is this wonderful, since one 
ground of human testimony is experience ; 
and “ it nccccsarily follows that such testi- 
mony is strengthened or weakennd by its 
conformity, or its inconsistency, with our 
previous knowledge and experience.”* A 
man easily credits a witness who states that 
that event has happened which he himself 
has known to happen under similar circum- 
stances ; and he may even believe such 
testimony, if according to his preoonoeived 
ideas, although ho should not have had 
actual experience of similar facts ; but 
when a person asserts that which is not 
only unsupported by common experience, 
but it is contrary to it, belief is slow and 
difficult. I may illustrate this by an anec- 
dote told to me by my friend Mr. Galt, 
the novelist : u When 1 was in Palermo,” 
said Mr. Galt, M my landlord and his fami- 
ly were much pleased with, the accounts 
which I gave them of London. One eve- 
ning, however, on telling them that the 
salary of a prirtu i donna , in our opera 
house, was equal to that of tho Prime Min- 
ister, my host stopped me short, and said, 

* No, — no, that is not credible. Hitherto 
we have believed what you have told to us, 
because we thought you a sober minded 
man, but now 1 am sure you are deceiving 
us.’ ” 

In commenting upon evidence respecting 
opinions, those of medical writers are often 
mentioned by counsel, and the opinion of 
tho witness respecting them is demanded. 
In such cases it is always advisable to 
criticise with judgment, and to advanoe 
contrary opinions with diffidence. In a 
case mentioned in tho printed lectures of 
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Mr. Amos, a medical man at Lincoln flip- 
pantly replied to a Question, by slighting 
the information which was to be obtained 
from writers on mcdicino, remarking that 
authors would advance any thing. u Chief 
Justice Dallas reprimanded the witness, 
remarking that he would not sit in a court 
of justice and hear science reviled, and the 
recorded researches of the medical world 
represented by ignorant tongues as leading 
only to uncertainty.” 

In delivering your own opinions never 
volunteer explanations which are not re- 
uired. I have seen medical men run into 
ifficultics from which thc^ could not extri- 
cate themselves by such indiscretions, and 
lose themselves in a labyrinth of perplexi- 
ties, which even bccamo obvious to the ad- 
verse counsel, who generally exerted every 
nerve to lead the unfortunate wanderers 
still further astray, until they were com- 
pletely mystified and lost. Some men 
think that can elevate their professional 
: characters by displaying the extent of their 
knowledge on the subjects at issue, and 
| they deliver harangues almost amounting to 
I lectures in court ; but no conduct is more 
! indiserect ; none is more likely to weaken 
[ any hold which the witness may have pre- 
| viously gained upon the good opinion of the 
publio. 

No quality is of more importance to the 
medical witness than presence of mind. If 
is, also, of the first importance to have no 
dread of being called upon to give medical 
evidence ; for there can bo no doubt that 
the individual who feels that his appearance 
in the witness box is a formidable under- 
taking, will seldom do justice either to him- 
self or to tho profession. It has been re- 
marked that ignorance is the parent of 
this dread ; ana, assuredly, a well-informed 
medical witness has nothing to fear, if he 
ho preserve his presenco of mind, if he give 
short and prompt replies to the questions 
put to him, and if he bestow that attention 
which will enable him to understand clearly 
the nature of the questions before he makes 
his replies. It may he supposed that this 
promptness is not easily acquired where so 
many things occur to derange the memory ; 
but, except in the coroner’s court, no wit- 
ness is called into court without having 
' time allowed him to refresh his memory, 
and to come forward in a state of prepar- 
ation. 

It has been remarked by Jeremy Ben- 
tham, that promptitude of reply affords, in 
fact, a very great security against prevari- 
cation, or falsehood, inasmuch ss memory 
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is moro prompt than invention ; but that 
acute writer admits that although this is 
true in part, yet that when memory is 
struggling with distance of time, and try- 
ing to disentangle complicated facts, it he* 
itates at every step ; the more it labors to 
bo accurate, the slower is its pace. “ In- 
vention, ho says, “ can proceed more 
rapidly.” But when the delay to answer 
is long, this silence always turns to the 
disadvantage of the person examined. — 
Thence the great necessity of promptness 
and presence of mind. 

In extreme cases, when a person believes 
that he is dying, confessions are sometimes 
made to medical men. Thence the young 
practitioner should be advised of the cir- 
oumstanoes under which such confessions 
oan be reoeived as evidence. The rules to 


| pear, in this case, whether the judge would 
I have held the confession admissible, if Mr* 
Cozens had induced the woman to confess, 

| although it is probablo that they inferred 
! it, as the judges began the statement 'of 
j their opinion, by saying “ That as no in- 
j ducement had been held out by Mr. Cozens, 
to whom the confession was made,” &c. — 
jOn this ground, I think that I am right in 
i recommending you not to use any means 
I to induce a suspected person, who may 
jwish to unburthen his mind to you, to do 
so. Receive what is said without comment; 

| and, as soon as possible, commit it to 
writing. It is, indeed, advisable, to com- 
mit the confession to paper, whilst the per- 
son is making it; and in doing so, it ia 
also of the utmost importance that tho 
| most scrupulous attention be paid to tho 


bo observed in such cases aro clear, and 
should ul way s be kept in recollection. In’ 
the first place, no improper interference 
should be exerted to induce a confession, 
for, if it can be proved that ciiber promise 
or threat has boon held out, the confession 
cannot be reoeived ; but ia still undecided 
whether this rule is strictly referable to in 
ducemeuta held out by medical men, who 
aro considered as unauthorised persons. — 
In the second place, if a threat or a prom- j 
iso be made by a magistrate, a constable,' 
or the prosecutor, to obtain the confession, 
it cannot be received ; but if an admouuiou 


minutest details ; aud as nearly os can bo 
done, they should be recorded in the very 
words of the confessing person. If the 
confession be taken down iu writing at tho 
time, it should be read over to tho prison- 
er, and signed both by him and the sur- 
geon, acting officially, although, should tbo 
prisoner refuse to sign it, the written doc- 
ument is still admissible as evidence, by 
the prisoner's acknowledgment of the truth 
of its contents. But if such an admission 
is not made, and the prisoner has refused 
to sign the confession after it has been read 
over to him, then it cannot be received in 


come from a medical man, although in the j evidence. The writing, also, must be prov- 
presence of a constable, to whom the eon led by some person who heard tbo prisoner 
fewion shall afterwards be made, then it is] confess. Hasty confessions, made toper- 
admissible.. Tho same rule holds in ro- sons having no authority, according to 
gard to a confession made to a medical man Judge Foster, are the weakest and most 
who has persuaded the prisoner to make it, 'suspicious of all evidence, 
because it would be better for him, — uulessj As historical facts, it i3 curious to trace 

the surgeon has been called in on the ooea- 1 tho singular confessions which have been 
aion, in which case ho is regarded as cloth- ] made even iu our times. Persons have 
ed with a sort of official capacity. ! confessed to murders which were never 

In the case of a woman named Gibbons, 1 committed ; forgeries have been confessed 
who waa tried for the murder cf her baa -to by people who could scared? write 
tard child, Mr. Cozens, a surgeon, received their names; and statements of tnc most 
the confession of the culprit whilst he was incredible events, perfectly incompatible 
attending her in the capacity of a surgeon .-with the laws of nature, have entered into 
The admiasihilty of this confession waB ob-;tho confession of persons accused of witch- 
jeeted to by counsel, because a woman who; cruft, in former times. It is indeed, melan- 
waa present had induced the prisoner to choly to reflect that penal statutes were 
make the confession. Mr. Justice Park, founded upon such confessions, and that 
and Baron Hullock overruled the objection,! legal murders were perpetrated in the exc- 
be cause Mr. Cozens, to whom the confess- cution of the poor wretches who made the 
ion was made, had not induced the woman confessions. Nevertheless, such events, 
to confess, nor had he held ont any promise equally disgraceful to the humanity and to 
or threat, and, therefore, the confession tho common sense of the country, were 
was regarded as a free and voluntary one. frequently occurring for nearly a cou- 
The inducement of the stranger was net pie of centuries. Indeed, it is only 
regarded of any moment It docs tot ap- since the reign of George II. that witch- 
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craft has ceased to be a capital offence, ways been received as evidence ; but it must 
If insanity be not at the bottom of some be proved that the declaration was made ucr- 
confessious which arc made on sick beds, 1 der a perfect consciousness of danger, and 
even at the present day, it is not easy | that all hope of recovery had been given up. 
to trace them to any motive. Some of It is not essential, however that the deceas- 
these I have witnessed in the course of my ed should express hiss?nseor apprehension 
professional life ; and although I could gen- of his approaching death ; but the conscious- 
erally refer them to some taint of insanity ness of his impending death may have been 
in the individuals, yet they made upon inferred from the expressions of the dcceas- 
others an impression which might have jed, or from the knowledge of a medical man, 
been productive of the most melancholy j who receives it, of the nature of the case, 
results, had the individuals who made them The fact of such an apprehension on tho in 


unfortunately recovered. 


; dividual who made the declaration, is a ques* 


Medical raenhirc frequently called upon^ion to be decided by the Judge, from the 
to receive the declarations of persons who : testimony of those who received it, before 
received some mortal injury, and their dec-; such a declaration can be admitted as uvi- 
larations, although they area species ofjdenco. IS ow, it is more likely that dying 
hearsay evidence, yet are constantly admit- j declarations should be made to medical men 
ted as evidence in criminal prosecutions,] than to others, because the consciousness of 
when the charge against a prisoner arises *kc near approach of death is most likely to 
out of the death of the person who made i be impressed on the patient from what a 
the declaration. Such declarations are, surgeon may say, in reply to the enquiries 
indeed, considered so important, that whpn a wounded man, even more that from any 
a wife who is supposed to have been mur- fueling in tho individual man huusclf. 
dered by her husband, makes a dying dec-\ i beso dying declarations impose great re- 
laration , either criminating the husband,, sponaibility on the medical man who proves 
or relieving him of the charge, it is admit-ijbem. in detailing a dvmg declaration, it 

is necessary to preface tho statement by an 


ted as evidence. Tho court, however, 
must be satisfied that the party who made 
tho dcclaraction was really under the im- 
pression of approaching death. The re- 
ception of such declarations as evidence is 
founded a partly on the awful situation of 
tho dying person, which is supposed to be 
as powerful over his conscience as the ob- 
ligation of any oath, and partly on the sup- 
position of the absence of interest when a 
person is on the verge of eternity.”* in- 
deed, when we reflect upon the situation 
in which the individual making the declara-t 
tion is placed, the probability immediately 
strikes us, that truth only would be spoken 
under such circumstances. In another 
point of view, also, it is not likely that a 
person making a dying declaration will be 
under the influence of human passions. J 
cannot avoid quoting a passage from our 
immortal dramatist, which beautifully illus- 
trates this condition of mind. In the last 
act of King John, Meluo, who is mortally 
wounded, thus expresses himself : — 

" Dave I sol hideous death wiihln ray view, 

ReCuain* but a quantity of life, , '’•* 

Which Wwlsa’Bray,e»’n a* a form often* 

Baaotveth from Its fifure 'f&lnst the flrel 
What in the world should make mo now deceit*. 

5Doe« I nuwt lone the use of all dsrelt 1 
Why should 1 then h* feke, trinee It is true 
That ! must »11c here, and lire heoee by truth 1 

Dying declarations, therefore, have al- 


* Amot** fr r.trd Lectures 


accurate account of the condition of the pa- 
tient at the time when the declaration was 
made, so that there maybe positive proof as 
to the Utnes3 of the deceased for making it, 
without which it cannot be received as evi- 
dence. The term “fitness,” here, docs not 
refer solely to tho bodily condition of tho 
deponent ; for tho parties against whom tho 
declarations arc made, may object to them, 
by proving that the state of mind and the 
behavior of the deponent, in his last mo- 
ments, were such as to lead to the inference, 
that, being not duly impressed by a religious 
sense of bis approaching dissolution, he al- 
lowed malice to influence his mind in mak- 
ing the declaration, which would, of course, 
at once invalidate it as ovideuce. The ex- 
act words employed by the deceased should 
be given ; and, as I have already said, when 
there is time for it, the deposition should be 
taken down on paper, and read over, and 
signed by the dying man. But, if this has 
not been dono, owing to the rapid death of 
the deponent, a memorandum of the con- 
versation should be made by the surgeon, 
whilst it is yet fresh in his memory : and 
this statement is allowed to be referred to 
in giving testimony in court. 

In receiving dying declarations, the nod- 
ical man should always recollect that they 
must be voluntary ; nothing should be sug 
gested, nothing like leading questions at- 
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tempted ; nor Anything brought forward that 
can tond to foster the smallest degree of re- 
aentment, or improper feeling, in the bosom 
of the dying man ; for, extraordinary as it 
may appear, it is nevertheless truo, that our 
passions often arc the last to quit their hold, 
even when the grave is yawning to receive 
us. Neither ought the medical man in such 
cases, to conceal from the dying man the 
danger of his situation ; for if the smallest 
ray of hope be let in, the declaration, which 
would otherwise he valid evidence, becomes 
valueless. It is nevertheless truo, that if 
no opinion ho delivered by the surgeon, al- 
though the dying individual have given no 
satisfactory information respecting his own 
feelings with regard to his death, the declar- 
ation is good in evidence. In a case of this 
kind, in which a woman was the murdered 
person, i reported in Leach's Crown Law, 
vol. 1 p. 500,) Baron Eyre thus expressed 
his opinion — “ Inasmuch as she was mor 
tally wounded, and was in a condition which 
rendered almotst immediate death inevitable, 
as she was thought, by every one about her, 
to be dying, though it was difficult to get 
from her particular explanations as to what 
she thought of herself and her situation ; 
declarations made under these circumstan- 
ces ought to bo considered by the jury as 
being made under the impression of her ap- 
proaching dissolution ; for, resigned as she 
appeared to be, she must have felt the hand 
of death, and must have considered herself 
a dying woman. She continued to repeat, 
rationally and uniformly, the facts which she 
had disclosed from the moment her senses 
returned, until her tongue was no longer 
capable of performing its office. Declara- 
tions so made are certainly entitled to credit; 
they ought therefore to he received as evi- 
dence.” Other cases may be found in East's 
Crown Law, and in similar works, in which 
this opinion was acted upon : the conscious- 
ness of danger, as I have already said, need 
not he expressed, it may be inferred from 
the nature of tho wound, and other circum- 
stances. 

Tho most difficult part which a medical 
man has to perform in such cases, is in re- 
ceiving tho dccraration where suicide is sus- 
pected! lu no case is more discrimination 
and discretion required ; tho suicide must 
be be led to ditburthen his mind, he must 
not be driven to it by questions, which are, 
too often, apt to rankle in the mind of the 
delinquent, who consequently becomes silent 
and morose, instead of making a confident 
of his medical attendant. 

In all cases of death bed declarations, 


nothing is so important aa to examine close- 
ly the history of events prior to the fatal is- 
sue ; these often throw more light upon the 
transaction than anything immediately con- 
nected with the event itself. 

Upon the whole, the following are the 
rules that ought to guide the medical prac- 
titioner in receiving dying declarations : 

1. Tho deponent should be conscious of 
his danger, and have given up all hope of 
recovery. 

2. The declarations should he perfectly 
voluntary. 

3. Notes should be taken at the moment, 
and these should he read over, and, if pos- 
sible, signed by the deponent. 

4. If any notes of the circumstances con- 
nected with the declaration are intended to 
be used in court to refresh the memory, they 
must be original notes ; copies are not ad- 
missible. 

5. It must bo clear that the deceased was 
of a character to be impressed by a religious 
sense of his approaching death. 

I will now, Gentlemen, endeavour to il- 
lustrate these doctrines by a few cases. 

In 1772, two men, of the names of Hugh 
Reason and Robert Tranter, were tried for 
the murder of Edward I.utterell, Esq. The 
prisoners, who were bailiffs, called upon Mr. 
Lutterell, to serve upon him a warrant of 
arrest for ten pounds, when Mr. Lutterell, 
having had some words with the officers, 
went up to another room in his house, and 
hrought down a brace of pistols, which he 
laid upon the table, without, as it appeared, 
having any design of using them offensively. 
The dispute, however, with the officers con- 
tinuining, Mr. I.utterell struck one of them 
on the head with a slick, when both of them 
fell upon him, stabbed him with a sword in 
many places, and afterwards fired two balls 
into his body. Now, the principal evidenoe 
in this case was the dying declaration of 
Mr. Lutterell, who made three, declarations, 
at three distinct periods, in the course of 
the day, with the interval of an hour betweon 
each of them. The first declaration was not 
taken down iu writing, but the second was 
reduced to writing by a clergyman, in the 
presence of two justices of the peace ; the 
third was again heard by the clergyman, 
but not committed to paper. Tho written 
deposition was not signed, because, before 
they could perfect tho examination, Mr. 
Lutterell fainted, and this paper was, in au 
extraordinary manner, earned off by one of 
! the magistrates, and was not produced on 
| the trial ; and a copy, which was kept by 
! the clergyman, could not be admitted as ev- 
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Idence, although the oral testimony of the 
clergyman was received. 

The clergyman deposed, that at each of 
the times he was with Mr. Luttcrcll, that 
gentleman declared that he had been bar- 
baroudy murdered. The conduct of Mr. 
Peters, the clergyman, seems to have been 
extremely discreet. “ 1 desired him,” said 
he, “ to consider that, as a dying man, 
great weight would be laid on his words, 
therefore if he said any thing not strictly 
true, he might involve innocent people in 
the guilt and the punnishment ; therefore I 
desire him to lay his hand upon his heart 
and consider.”* 

The following is the statement of Mr. Pe- 
ters, as evidence in this case : “He (Mr. 
Lutterell) told me,” said Mr. Peters, “ as 
a dying man, as be expected to be tried for 
this very fact at the bar of Heaven, as well 
as the person who had injured him, he assur- 
ed me ne was murdored in a barbarous man- 
ner. Afterwards came in one Church, a 
bailiff, in the Bame street, and desired me to 
put it home to him ; I did, upon which he 
made me the same answer, that ho was bar- 
barously murdered. He wanted spirits, or 
would have expressed himself more fully ; 
on this 1 prayed by him, and when I had 
done I took my leave of him. In about an 
hou^ afterwards I was again sent for ; when 
1 came there, I met Mr. Vernon and Mr. 
Haynes, justices of the peace ; one of the 
justices gave Mr. Lutterell his oath, aud, 
there being no clerk there, desired me to 
tako his words in writing, which I did. The 
words were these : — 1 The bailiffs took the 
pistols from my table; they fired them twice; 
tho fat man drew his sword, and then run 
mo into tho body with his sword ; and then 
drew my sword, whioh 1 broke in his hand, 
and begged for life ; I neither fired a pistol 
or made one push; they both run me through; 
I offered to pay them tho money. ’ 1 think 

these are the very words he said. After 
this I prayed by him again, and still desir- 
ed that he would not lay anything to the 
charge of people that were not guilty. 1 
left him then, and came again a third time; 
and, as I was praying by him, he interrupted 
me, and asked me if It was not proper to 
receive tho holy sacrament, which he was 
desirous to do. I asked him if he had ever 
received the sacrament; he told me he had; 

I desired him to consider, and to assist him, 


• • Hvwftl • suitTrivU.ioI, xvl p. et -si 


was charity and forgiveness of his enemies. 
I told him ho had been hardly dealt with, 1 
believed, yet it did behove him, as be died 
a Christian, to forgive them ; he told me he 
did forgive, and hoped Almighty God, at 
the last day, would forgive their indiscre- 
tion. He died some timo afterwards, but 
then in so dosing a condition, that 1 could 
not attend him to any purpose.” 

“ Mr. Hungerford. Did he say anything 
about who fired the pistol ? 

“ Peters. 1 mentioned it to him, when I 
asked him if he had fired either of the pis- 
tols ; I told him one of the bailiffs was 
wounded, and that there were two balls ta- 
ken from his band ; he assured me, as a dy. 
ing man, that he fired neither of the pistols. 

“ Reason. Did not he oonfess that he had 
broke one of their heads ? 

“ Peters. No, he did not say he broke 
one’of their heads, nor any thing like it ; so 
far from that, he said he did not design to 
hurt a hair of their heads. ” 

In this instance tho copy of the written 
examination was altogether set aside, and 
only what was said in the first and last in- 
terview of the clergyman with the dying 
man, was admitted. Tho written examin- 
ation was set aside merely because it was 
not the original paper. 

The great importance of reducing dying 
declarations to writing is also pointed out 
in the charge of the Chief-Justice. “ Mr. 
Peters,” says he, “ is a very worthy 
person, there is no reason to doubt ; but 
he swears upon his memory ; and when 
-a man swears upon his memory he may 
mistake, and the mistake of a few words 
may alter the sonse.” The Judge, in fur- 
ther commenting on the improper conduct 
of the magistrates in carrying off the writ- 
ten examination, says, “ The prosecutor 
has not produced tho evidence that is prop- 
er, and only relics on tho memory of the 
witnesses, and this seems to affect the evi- 
dence that is given by Mr. Peters.” This 
is sufficient to show the importance of ten'f- 
ten testimony in such cases, for althongh 
Mr. Peters’ testimony was received, yet it 
was weakened for want of the written ex- 
amination. If there bo no time to write 
down what the dying man says, tho matter 
of the conversation should be committed to 
writing as soon afterwards as possible, and 
such memoranda are permitted to be read 
in court to refresh the memory of a wit- 
ness. 

Concerning the inadmissibility as evi- 
dence of dying declarations under the 
Scotch law, the following passage occur* in 
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Mr. Hume’s “Commentaries, ” respecting deceased in her illness had given them of 
trials for crimes (vol. ii., p. 227, cfscy.): — the violent and sudden manner in which sho 
11 In cases of murder, our judges have was taken ill, of the panel having prepared 
always admitted evidence of the dying de- breakfast for her, of the various shifts and 
claration of tho deceased, even though devices which sho used to avoid detection, 
purely verbal, and still more if reduced — in short, of her whole grounds of belief 
into writing by any creditable person, with that tho panel had been the cause of her 
respect to the manner and guilt of his death, death. Thero is another case of murder 
Justly considering such material testimony, by poison, August 9 and 12, 1755, — that of 
given on so trying an occasion, as of some Audrew Wilson ,who was tried for poisoning 
weight in the scale of evidence and sound his wife ; and there the libel bears the 
reason, as a circumstance and presumption same impeachment of the panel by the de- 
of guilt, though not to be received as of ceased on her death-bed, thus : — “ And, 
equal value with ah oath emitted before the likewise, your said wife, during her said 
assize. ” This doctrine has the sanction of last illness, did, in the presence and hearing 
many precedents ia various forms. In the of several persons, express strong suspi- 
caso of William Ross, February 10, 1719, cions of your having poisoned her with the 
tho interlocutor sustains this among other said drink.” Last of all, I may appeal to 
articles of presumption against the panel: the noted trial of Muugo Campbell, Febru- 
u And upon carrying the panel to the de-jury 26, 1700, whore .Mr. Moore, who at- 
funct’s house, he, the said defunct, when on tended Lord Eglintoun on his deathbed, 
his death-bed, upon seeing the said panel, gave evidence of his dying declaration, with 
did declare that he, the said panel, was the respect to the occasion of his receiving the 


person who gave him the wound.” The 
libel agaiust George Donald, August -1 and 
11 , 1730 , relates, “ At least, at tho time 
and place aforesaid, the deceased, Robert 
Stewart, received a wound in the belly, of: 
which, in a short space, he died , and upon 
tho noise made by the firing of tho pistol, 
one of the neighbors, running immediately 


mortal wound. 

Dying declarations are also brought for- 
ward in favor of the accused, and in such 
cases are subject to tho same rules. Thus, 
in tho trial of a soldier of tho name of Hale, 
who shot his comrade, tho accused was ac- 
quitted on the dying declaration of the man 
who was shot. He deposed, u That he ve- 


into tho said house, saw hiui, the said rily belie ved that Samuel Hale knew nc^tbat 
George Donald, with a pistol in his hand, the pieco was loaded, and that he freely 
which was smoking, and fire upon the] forgave him; and he stretched forth his 
breast of the said Robert Stewart’s, clothes.: hand and kissed him, and said that he be- 


and having opened them, saw one wound 
bleeding, and heard the said Robert Stew- 
art say, that he, the said George Donald, 
had sliot him.” Testimony was given 10 
this material circumstance, notwithstanding 
the opposition made to it by the panel. — 
Xndcad, in such cases, the dying declara- 
tion, is properly a part of the feet or story. 
The indictment of Norman Rosa, makes the 
like charge in these words: — “And she 


Roved he meant him no harm, and that the 
thing was accidental. Hale was acquitted. 

From she London Lane«t 

The Jlarylfboup ITXurder. roiicnn- 
tki»» ot the firain a Cause ol Hom- 
icidal iOuaoinaiilii. 


Concluded. 

Mrs. Mary Lyncs — I reside at No 4, Lit- 
tle Marylebonc-street. 1 have known the 
being yet abls to speak, declared to the 1 prisoner ar.d bis wile for two or three year*, 


persons present that he (Norman Ross); and they had been married about n year 
was tho person who had done that bloody and eleven months. The deceased lodged 
deed, and directed them to look for the in my house and had ono child. On Satilr- 
knife, which was accordingly done, and ! day, the 30th of March last, 1 saw tho pris. 
found behind tho bedstead, smeared with I oner in Littlo Marylebono-strcet, when be 
blood.” And these things went proof said to me, I think she is cutting, for she 
without objection. The like was allowed has not been to see me this morning.” 1 
iu the trial of Nicholas Cockburu, August told him that she had gone out to work. — 
12, 1751, for poisoning his grandmother. — 1 did not see any thing more of the prisoa- 
A surgeou who attended the deceased, aud j or until about twenty minutes before seven 
Mr. L'uailas, of Armston, (afterwards Lord I o'clock in the evening. Tho deceased was 
President of tho Court of Session,) whtthad at that time in her room with her baby and 
acted as justice of peace on tho occasion, a little girl of the name of Sarah Simpson, 
deponed at large to the account which the The prisoner came in and asked if bU ‘‘.Mis- 
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sus” was up s'airs. 1 told him she was, and throat , it was only a small flesh cut. He 
asked him to wait until I hud dried the said at the workhouse, “ Ah, that cursed 

handkerchief ; if it had not been for that I 
should have finished myself.” He then said, 
u If 1 was dead I should be as happy as she 
is.” 

Mr, Joseph— \ am a surgeon residing in 
Great Marylcbone- street. On the evening 


stairs before he went up. He did so. I heard 
the deceased singing. 1 did not remark any- 
thing particularly in the appearance of the 
prisoner. Immediately after the prisoner 
entered the deceased’s room the singing 
ceased, and 1 heard the little girl acreatu 


out, “Mother! mother!” 1 rushed up in question 1 was called to see the deceased 
stairs, and on entering the room 1 saw the in Little Marylehone-strcet ; she was lying 
prisoner standing against the chest of draw- ; dead on the floor. 1 found a wound extend- 
ers and wiping a razor ; the deceased was I ing from the left jaw, dividing the left jugu- 
lying in a reclining position by the side of iar vein and the left carotid artery, through 
the wainscoting, and tdood was flowing from j the windpipe, and also the right jugular vein 
her throat ; 6ho was apparently in a dying land carotid artery, down to the spine. The 
state. 1 look the prisoner by the shoulders, I wound on the prisoner’s neck was quite a 
and asked him how he dared use his wife in] superficial one, not in tlfo least dangerous, 
that way? He made no answer at first, but He was in a state of stupor, it was about 
at length said, that “ If one man was not e- a quarter of an hour after he had been taken 
nough for her, twenty were to.much for her.” to the station house that I saw him. 

He then walked quickly down stairs. Iran Mr. Baron Aldrrson — Was lie at that 
after him, and took him hy the hand ami lime capable of understanding anything you 
said, “ Oh, Crouch how could you do it?” might say to him ? 


I gave an alarm, and the prisoner was short 
ly afterwards secured and brought back to 
my house in custody. When ue saw me, 
he asked me if she was dead ? 1 answered, 

“ Yes, she is, you villain.” He then said, 
“Well,, well, 1 have done it, and 1 could 
not help it.” The prisoner was then asked 
what ho had done with the razor, and he 
said that he had thrown it away. It was 


iritness— He rapidly got out of the stu- 
por and talked. 1 then asked him how be 
was ? Ho was crying very much, and said 
he wished he was dead. Ho also asked to 
see his child. 

From these statements it appears that 
Crouch and his wife were living unhappily 
together. The evidence, however, is rather 
incomplete in this respect. No witnesses 


afterwards found in his pocket. The do- ] were called to ascertain how they had agreed 
ceased was a very moral and well-conductcd during the first period of their marriage, or 


young woman. 1 did not hear either the 
prisoner or the deceased say anything be- 
fore the little girl cried out. 

Charles Bennett , a police-constable — On 
the evening of Saturday, the 30th of last 
March, I was on duty, and went into Little 
Marylebouc-strcct, to the the corner ofj 
Chesterfield street. From information I 
received I took the prisoner into custody. — 
When 1 took him by the collar, he said if I 
would let him alone he would go quietly. — 
Ou the road ho said, “ Ah, well, ft screes 
her right ; she should not have left me ." — 

1 took him to the room where the body was 
lying at full length on the floor. 1 then 
asked for the instrument, and was told he 
had it about him . I then asked the prison- 
er where it was, and he said he had thrown 


how long dissension had existed between 
them. A fortnight before (be crime was 
committed the young woman left her husband 
and took separate lodgings. Crouch was 
evidently much irritated at her conduct, ami 
even then harboured thoughts of revenge, as 
is proved by his having stated, at the time, 
before Mrs. Haynes, that he would beat 
her or cut her tbioat. He also repeatedly 
complained of her not mending bis things, 
and hy wiiat he said to tbe constable witen 
arrested, showod that he had been jealous. 
From the statement of Mr. Fisher, it ap- 
pears that on the day of the murder Crouch 
took a pint of beer. But such a quantity is 
not enough to intoxicate a mao in health, aud 
there was nothing in the evidence to show 
that Crouch had become more liable to bo 


it away. I afterwards, on searching him, ! affected by liquor since his accident, al- 
found the razor in his coal pocket. On the though several of the witnesses — Mr. Tuf- 
road to tbe station-house ho said, “Ah ! well, | noil among others— stated that at tbo 
i don’t care nothiug about it ; yon may hang time of the injury they thought it likely 

me and ho d d.” He soon afterwards that he would be so. A fortnight after tho 

said, “ Ah ! that cursed driuk ; it is the j separation ho again expressed feelings of 
Devil.” Ou taking off his neckcloth at the j irritation aguimt his wife, and theu accorn- 
station house 1 discovered a wound in his, pUshcd very deliberately his previous 


Digitized by Google 



NORTHERN LANCET. 


threat, previously taking the pint of beer 
as if to give himself courage to perform the ' 
deed. After murdering his wife be made a 
feeble attempt on his own life, but was 
foiled bj his neck-cloth. At first be ap- 
peared satisfied to have gratified his angry 
feelings, and said that* 4 be had served her 
right. Afterwards his affection for his 
victim returned, and he cried bitterty, 
calling aloud on her name. Is this the 
conduct of a madman ? Is it not rather 
that of an ordinary criminal ; of one who 
allows his evil passions to gain the mastery 
over hfm, and who, under the influence of 
anger, revenge and jealousy, determining to 
put an end to tho life of the one who causes 
Iris misery and his own, partly executes his 
resolution, although perfectly aware that 
he is committing' a great ermic,and although 
evidently able to control the manifestation 
of his will ? 

There eertninly cannot bo said to be any 
evidence of insanity in tho act itself, for 
which, as wc have shown, the evil passions 
of the culprit sufficiently account, and wc 
do not think that his previous history 
afforded any data which warranted his being 
made irresponsible for bis actions. Blows, 
frills, organic diseases of the brain, no doubt 
frequently modify the functions of that or- 
gan, and sometimes produce Teal insanity. 
In the latter iustance humanity and justice 
both demand that the criminal, who is 
merely a patient in delirium, should be 
exempted from the responsibility of his 
actions. But in the former, when the in- 
tellect is only slightly modified, wc arc not 
of opinion that the same immunity should 
ho claimed. Owiug to one of the causes 
enumerated, a man of a previous calm and 
mild temper, may become peevish and 
irascible, and iu a burst of passion kill a 
person with whom ho was in dispute, al- 
though perfectly aware of the nature of tho 
crime be commits. Is he, then, to be de- 
dcclarcd irresponsible because his irasci- 
bility of temper merely dates from an 
illuess or a physical lesion, whilst an equal- 
ly irascible man, but one who is so from 
self-indulgence or from education, is to be 
responsible. Wo think the distinction 
cannot be made, because in both one aud 
tfic other cases the passions are, to a certain 
extent, under tho control of the will ; be- 
cause the criminal labors under no delusion, 
and therefore ought , axd generally can, 
control Ills evil foldings. If ho docs not lie 
becomes justly amenable to the law. 

If we were to say, along with the con- 
clave of judges who lately discussed the 


knotty point of criminal insanity, that every 
man is responsible for what he does if ho 
knows at tho rime of perpetrating the act 
the difference between right aud wrong, wc 
are afraid we should be able to save but few 
even really insane criminals from the bands 
of the law. The judges have not, however, 
shown much knowledge of the pathology of 
insanity in coming to this decision. There 
may be said to be three forms of homicidal 
mania, any one of which ought to exempt a 
criminal from puuishment. Firstly, a de- 
cided maniac may take a hatred against a 
person, and endeavor to murder him. — 
Such is the case of the maniac who several 
times attempted to assassinate Esquirol, 
because he had formerly rejected advances 
! which she made to him when laboring under 
nympho-mania. Secondly, a person may 
kill another or others under the influence of 
' sonic insane delusion. Such has proved to 
be the case of the father in Norfolk, who 
recently killed his four children, it is sup- 
posed with a view to save them from the 
wickedness of the world, and send them to 
heaven. Thirdly, there is the monomania 
described by Esquirol ; the moral insanity 
of Dr. Pritchard, which consists in the 
mere wish to kill, without any motive what- 
| ever. A good illustration of this form of 
nmdncsss is presented in the case of tho 
servant girl, Cornier, who sacrificed the in- 
fant child of a neighbor, merely from a 
thirst for blood ; or in that of Papavoine, 
who, whilst on business in Paris, went to 
the wood of Yiuccnnes for a walk, and 
murdered two children, whom he met, with 
a penknife. 

| To conclude, we think that the verdict 
of the Jury in the case of Crouch, was per- 
fectly justified by the facts of the case ; bis 
1 crime earno under none of the above cate** 
gories. 

! BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS- 

iPrcjHireJ for (lie Northern Lancet, by I!. N.| 

No. 2. 

j *r A STL ST P ASTON COOPER. Baronet i 
, Sergeant- Surgeon to George the t’otrrfh. 

| This most eminent of modern British 
surgeons, was the fourth son of the Bov. S. 
Cooper, D D., rector of Yelvcrton and 
I Morlcy, in tho county of Norfolk. He was 
born at Brook, Norfolk, on the 23d day of 
| August, 17II8. ITio idea of entering the 
; medical profession is said to have first sug- 
gested itself to his mind in early life, upon 
| sociug a boy suffering from severe hemor- 
rhage in consequence of a wound of tb* 
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femoral artery. He immediately applied ! Ho died the 1‘Jtii February 1841, at (be 
his handkerchief arousd the injured limb, 'age of 73. 

and sn skillfully that tho bleeding was in-' Sir Astley always said he would “die in 
etoatly arrested. At the age of 15, Astley harness,” nad fulfilled liis determination, 
was apprenticed to Mr. Turner, a snrgson j by giving his advice to sick strangers, up 
and apothecary of Yarmouth, and in 1784 . to the very last day of his remaining down 
came to London and was again apprenticed stairs (5th Feb . ). He suffered but little, 
to his uncle, Mr. VV. Ceopcr. At his and continued sensible of his condition, and 


request, ho was afterwards transferred to 
Air. Cline, one of tho surgeons of St. 


of the presence of his friends to tho last, 
saying to those around him, two minutes 


Thomas’s Hospital, and after his pupilage, i before he died, “God bless you ; good bys 
and a trip to Edinburgh, ho was appointed to you all.” 

Demonstrator to that gentleman. While! Ho amassed a vast fortune by his prac- 
performing the duties of this office, his tice ; during one year his fees aro said to 
assiduity was indefatigable. “ I havo of- have amounted to $103,000, and for a eon- 
ten,” ho said, “left the dissecting table siderablo number of years he was in the 
nnd vomited a quantity of blood. 1 suffer-] receipt of $75,000 per annum. Professor 
cd very much from this affection while a Gilson, of Philadelphia, in his “ Jlambht 
young man, and attribute it chiefly to con- in Europe,'’ m 1839, thus portrays Sir 
stant stooping over the subject in demon- Astley Cooper : “ Imagine to yourselves a 


wtrating or dissecting.” 

Mr. Cooper was married in 1791, to the 
daughter of Mr. T. Cook, of Tottenham. — 
In 1792 ho visited the Hospitals and 


tall, elegantly firmed man, moderately 
robust, with a remarkably pleasing and 
striking countenance, red and fresh as a 
rose, apparently about fifty-eight or sixty 


schools of Paris, where he made the inti- years of age, but in reality beyond seventy, 
mate acquaintance of DupurTREN, and very agile and graceful in all Ills move- 
received the cross of the Legion of Honor,! ments, simply but handsomely attired, with 
nt the hands of the Duke of Orleans, after-! the ease, vivacity and cheerfulness of a 
wards King Louis Philippe. Shortly after youth, with few or no marks of age, cxcep- 
iic was elected an honorary member of the ting a head as white as the driven snow, and 
National Instituto of France. On his! you will bo able to form a very just coneep- 
return ho commenced the practice of his tion of tho appearance of Sir Astley Coop- 
profession in Jeffery’s Square— and for er.” 

some years previous to his death, in Con-! His works are remarkable for clcarnesi 
duit Street. In 1821, he was created a and simplicity, and for the practical spirit 


baronet, and in 1824 was appointed Ser- 
geant-Surgeon to George the Fourth. He 
Gad but one child, a daughter, who died in 


which in every page pervades them. Ha 
wa« always a laborer in tho vineyard of 
medical science. Sir Astley ’s high reputa- 


infaney; and in 1827 Lady Cooper died, tion was the merited reward of industry, 
In the following year he was married for the ! perseverance, knowledge, and tho constant 
seeond time, to Miss C. Jones, daughter exercise of kindness and amenity of dispo- 
of J. Jones, Esq , of Derry Ormond, by sition. life friends were centered in no 
whom ho bad no family. ^single sphere, they were embraced by the 

Sir Astley delivered his last Coarse of atmosphere of no single hospital or coterie ; 
Lectures in 1820. Ho subsequently gave lie was generally admired, generally respec- 
tho usual Hunterian Course of Lectures on ted, and universally beloved. His death will 


comparative anatomy, in the college. lie awaken feelings of deep sorrow in thehcaris 
was a member of the Council, and of the of many ; not merely among those who have 
Board of Examiners, for many years, and had the good fortune to be personally known 
in 1839 and '37, lie was appointed Fresi- to him, by whom his loss will bs long and 
dent of tho Council. During the last few keenly felt ; but by many more — friends of 
years ho had suffered several times from the pictured thought, friends of tho mind 
severe attacks of gout, which came on once and heart, who havo known him only by 
in two years, and caused him, by anticipa- | tho day-dreams traced in their minds in 
tion, as well as eventually, much anxiety. — .association with his valuables instructions 
A sequela of this disease was an affection aud excellent procepts. It may be tho 
of the heart, which for some mouths paBt good fortune of many men of industry and 
had given him occasional discomfort. I, at- acquirement to become distinguished by 
terly this affection increased and terminated their talents and learning, to be respected 
in effusion into the pericardium and chest, for the high position in society which their 
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labors have created ; but bow few can em- &<?., i* prepared to offer to the physician* 
ulatc Sir Asti.ey Cooper in the possession of thi* county, pur* cod liver oil, from the 
of that most to be desired boon, the defer- well known bouse of Rushton, Clark & Co., 
c ncc of the heart, in the love, the affection of New York. See hi* advertisement on 
which he possessed^ the secret power of the cover.) 
earning from all who came within his reach. ~~ 

On some Point* in the Treatment 

of iiluligiiitnt Seiulniitiu. 

RETROSPECT. — 

; The stale of the throat must l»o oareful- 

I, ■ ly watched in every case of scarlet fever; 

1 racliee Ol iVlCtllClHC, when there is mneh swelling of the tonsils, 

and Uic child ho too young to gargle, re- 

On flic nsc of Cod Liver Oil. move the mucus so apt to collect at tho 
_ ~ „ .... hack part of the throat, by throwing in, 

Pr. »» chants considers that fixed oils in ; evcr y f,, w hours, a syringe full of a slightly 
general have a solvent power on the fat of ' aeid U latcd lotion. If there is much depos- 
tuberclc, which may enable them to remove of , ,, „ , he tonsi , usc tbc r fol _ 

the deposit, if earned into the ci rculat,0 . n lowing application : one part strong hydro- 
insufficient amount ; and that the snpen- 'hloric acid to six parts of honey, by means 
only of fish oils especially depends upon of a do ssil of lint, or a camel's hair pencil, 
their being more permanently fluid, anil two or throe times during tbo twenty-four 
less liable to become rancid, \\here ,t can boura &e strclJ „, b 0 f the application must 
he borne in sufficient doses, it increases bc ; ncr( , ased if tb(! tonsils arc ulceratcd or 
rather than impairs the appetite ; and if if disposition to sloughing should ip- 
continued for some weeks or even months, r -jlic coryia, which is so distressing 
promotes, in a marked degree, the functions and M ill-omened a symptom in severe 
of nutrition, increasing the strength as well scar l atinai ; s hest treated by throwing up 
as the flesh, and giviug increment to all its tbo n ostrila, every four or aix t ® ‘ 
textures. Is or is this surprising, when we 6roall l|Ualltit y of a solution of gr i. to ii. 
consider that the nuclei or rudimental of nilrate of sil ver in §i- of distilled water, 
molecules of all structures appear to con- Tbc glandular swellings arc very difficult 
east of fat, which the oil, ill ns highly divis- t0 re ]i cve . l.eeches seem of little use when 
ible state, supplies and renews in the man- the , arc considerable ; they frequently 
ner most conducive to active and healthy caanot be employed from the feeble state 
nutrition. Its peculiar fluidity and little of tbo paticnti wbilo th sbow litt | 0 
liability to change also enable it to pervade ^position to suppurate, and consequently, 
all structures, and to penetrate even into aK not rc li CV ed by lancing so that the con- 
iui perfectly organized deposits, and by , Unt app H C ation of a wann poultice is 
softening their concrete fatty molecules, often a!1 tbat can afford easo t0 f bc aticnf 
and rendering more permeable and supple j children in whom tho local affection is 
their whole mass brings them more under } seTCr0) or in whom tbe disease assume* a 
the influence of the adjoining living parts, ma l ignant character, require all those stiru- 
through the circulation in which cither u | anls> and that nutritious diet, generally 
their vitality and nutrition are improved „ ivcn ^ patienU ccrtaill ata „ a “ f t _ pb ^ 
and maintained, onfmcapable of improve- f ,, vcrj though, unfortunately, the best de- 
ment they arc gradually dissolved and ab- 1 viscd mcang wiu IuanJ sucb coso8 proyo 
sorbed away. Such appears to me the ineffectual. -[By Dr. C. West, Mel Ga- 
• mode of operation of Cod Liver Oil, assur zettc. 

cdly the most efficacious of all medicinal 

agents in the treatment of cacoplastie and Treatment of Apilin 

aplastic deposits, and one which after two 

years constant experience in its use, is still ! Aplha, depending upon impaired nutri- 
frcquently surprising mo by the wonders ! tion of tho Bystem generally, and often a 

consequence of artificial feeding, is treated 
by Dr. West in the following manner : 
One point of considerable moment is tho 
removing from the month, after each time 
the infant is fed, all remains of the milk or 
the food which it has taken. Whenever 
the least sign of thrush appears, the mouth 


that it occasionally works, even in aggravat- 
ed and advanced cases of scrofula, mesen- 
teric disease, pulmonary consumption, ; 
chronic pneumonia and pleurisy, and chron- 
ie rheumatism. — [Dr. I*. J. B. Williams, ! 
in Brit, aid For. Med. Chir. Review. ! 
fOur friend. Wm Mooers. Druggist, 1 
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— [Dr. Silverier, Pmrin. Med. and Surg. 
Journal. 


should lie carefully wiped out with a small 
piece of soft rag dipped in a little warm 
water every time after tho food has been 
given. In a slight attack, this plan will 
suffice in many instances to remove the 
affection in two or threo days. Should there 
be much redness of the muens membrane 
of the month, or if the apthous spots are 
numerous, some topical application is re- 
quired. An objection has been raised to 
any application into the composition of 
which honey or any other saccharine mat- 
ter enters, on the gound that those substan- 
ces tend to pass into a state of fermenta- 
tion, making them favor rather than pre- 
vent the formation of conferva) in the inte- 

nor of the nftmth Dr. West employs B0metimc8 e „ n bcfore the potions were 
20 to 30 grains of borax, m one ounoc of , (W 

i » fthilH in 


Care for 44 Nurse's Sore Mouth.’? 

Dr. H. D. Holt states in the N. V. 
Journal of Med., May 1848, that every 
case he has treated of this disease has yield- 
ed within forty-eight hours to the use of 
iodide of potassium, in gr. v. doses three 
times a day. 

Breech Presentation*. 

J. O. Fletcher, Esq., in tho Medical 
Times, has been in the habit of ligaturing 
the cord before the complete birth of the 
child, in breech and feet presentations, 


8™““ , uural - ™ °“ noc “J obliterated, believing that the child in these 
water, the mouth being carefully cleansed i dieg f(om be * orrh into u . 

w.th warm water, the ot.on is applied to centa ’ ari sing from the umEUical vein being 
it on a piece of lint or soft linen. In „„„ — e 


much exposed to pressure, from its super- 
ficial and unprotected position in the cord, 
which, together with the tenuity of its 
tunics, render it very liable to have its 
current obliterated, whereas tho tunics of 
the umbilical arteries are firmer and they 
are loss exposed. The flow of arterial 
blood through the veins may become oblite- 
rated, whilst the venous blood continues to 
flow along the arteries, from the child into 
_ _ the placenta, without there being any couu- 

Midwifcry. — DiSCilSt.S of \> onion !Wu terbalancing stream ; hence tho great mor- 


the milder forms this lotion usually an- 
swers every purpose. Should it, however, 
appear insufficient, a solution of 5 grains 
of the nitrate of Bilver in one onnee of dis- 
tilled water, may be employed in tho same 
way twice a day, while at other times the 
solution of borax may bo used in the manner 
first directed. — [By Dr. C. Wells, Med. 
Gazelle. * 


Children. 

Uterine Ilcinorrhau® treated by 
the Bltartrntc of Potash. 

Cream of Tartar has been found equal to 
any other remedy, in hemorrhage from 
separation of the ovum or placenta, polypus, 
malignant disease, &c. It displays its 
unequalled efficacy in menorrhagia, or ex- 
cessive menstrual discharge, prolonged con- 
tinuously beyond its usual duration, or 
appearing at irregular intervals. After 
abortion the patient sometimes suffers from 
an occasional discharge, producing more 
injury to the general health, and is with 
difficulty cured by tonics and astringents ; 
the cream of tartar, in these cases, will 
effect an almost instantaneous beneficial 
change. 


tality in these cases by the usual treat- 
ment, and henoo the utility of ligaturing 
the cord early thereby removing one fatal 
consequence ; and it is well known that a 
child can breatho in the vagina, its chan- 
ces of life are not, to say tho least, dimin- 
ished, but, 1 think, rather increased, for out 
of thirty-seven cases that I have treated 
in this way, two children only have died, 
which is saying very much more than 1 can 
say of the usual treatmont. 

Rheumatic Paralysis In Nurses. 


Women when nursing are subject to a 
kind of rheumatic paralysis. They com- 
plain of stiffness ana nnmbncss, with pain- 
ful tension in the superior limbs ; the mus- 
cles of the forearm presenting a kind of tonic 

spasm. They cannot bend tho arm with- 

„„„ Tho mases of "sanious or pale se- out difficulty, and the object which they 
crction from the uterus, are sometimes ! touch merely occasions a confused seusa- 
treated as lcuchorrhea by local astringents ; j tion. This form of paralysis deserves the 
they arc accompanied by venous bruit, and ! name of rheumatic, from its great morbidi- 
are examples of imperfect menstruation.— ty. It leaves the arms to attack the legs, 
These yield rapidly to the bitartrate of and when this is the case, the patient is 
potash ; the patient often recovers without ■ obliged to look where she puts her foot in 
the administration of iron or other tonics. 1 walking, as she docs not feel the soil.— 
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When tho legs become free the head is 
attacked. The patient has noises in her 
cars, swimming in the head, and stiffness 
of the jaws. The affection will then again 
leave the head to attack the upper limbs, 
and so on. This malady easily gives way 
to bleeding from tho arm, assisted by a few 
purgatives. What is singular is, that the 
blood presents the inflammatory buff with- 
out there being any appreciable febrile 
state. — [ 7Vo?/iScau. 

Convulsions. 

Recent evidence with respect to convul- 
sions in children, shows that the ratio in 
five of the largest towns in Euglaud, is 
precisely in proportion to the standard of 
unhealthincas. Thus, on an average of the 
three years, 1S3S — ’*10, the proportions of 
deaths by convulsions and teething, to the 
total deaths from all diseases w as, in Bir- 
mingham, 5.70 per cent. ; in London, 7. 
30 ; in Leeds, 12.20 ; in Manchester, 13. 
70, and in Liverpool, 15. — [ Lancet . 

Treatment of difficult Dentition. 

M. FaHcix relates a case in which a 
young girl died after having suffered during 
three weeks from symptoms which could 
only be referred to difficult dentition. Her 
constitution was strong, and her health had 
been previously good, but the four molar 
teeth which complete thcsccoud dentition, 
developed themselves simultaneously, giv- 
ing rise to intonse inflammation of the gum 
at the angle of each jaw. M F alleix ex- 
cised the gum which covered the teeth, 
but only when convulsions had already ap- 
peared, and without any beneficial effect. — 
Ho thicks that the operation ought to have 
been performed sooucr, and that whenever 
there arc many teeth endeavoring to force 
their way through the gums, and the gene- 
ral re-action severe, it ought to be resorted 
to at once, without waiting for the appear- 
ance of serious symptoms, such ns obstinate 
vomiting, abundant diarrhea, or high fever. 
Tho paiu of the operation is trifling, com- 
pared to that occasioned by the tooth 
themselves, and when performed early it 
will often disperse a host of alarming 
symptoms. In this case, obstinate bilious I 
vomiting existed, and the state of the stotn- < 
ach soon became such that the smallest , 
quantity of fluid was rejected. Tbissymp- i 
turn, when carried to such an extent, is i 
always serious, and is generally followed by ] 
convulsions. The appearance of couvuf- i 
lions was preceded, during several days, hv i 


* general agitation, squinting, swelling of tho 
right eye, dilatation and immovability of 
the pupils. Tho convulsions lasted three 
days and ended in death, notwithstanding 
the most energetic treatment. — [C/i/iiyue 
dcs Iiopitaux dee Enfuns. 


Accidental Hemorrhage. 

Treatment must be prompt and decisive. 
Accidental hemorrhage mostly occurs in 
tho first stage of labor, when the mem- 
branes are unbroken and the liquor amnii 
revents the uterus contracting about the 
ody of the child. To control the flooding, 
the uterus should be made to contract as 
■ much as possible, and coagulation promoted 
iu the spongy struoture of the placenta ; 

• both objects are accomplished by rupturing 
the membranes, the uterus will contract on 
the body of the child, and the placenta 
being compressed between both, the blood 
Is prevented escaping so freely from its 
uterine surface. This effect may be ren- 
dered more perfect by using means to in- 
crease the tonic contraction of the uterus, 
which rupturing tho membranes alone, will 
not always accomplish. Therefore ergot 
of rye, or the electric current may be used j 
a drachm of the. former infused in a wine 
glass of water, may be given alone, or what 
is belter, in combination with opium. — 
Thirty or forty minims of tincture of opium 
may bo added to tho infusion, and in pro- 
portion as exhaustion increases, larger 
doges of opium may be repeated. In re- 
lation to plugging y Prof. Murphy has no 
hesitation at all in deciding in favor of 
rupturing the membranes ; he never found 
it to fail, but the use of the plug is attended 
with many objections, a coagulum in tho 
vagiua can have no effect on vessels in the 
body or fundus of tho uterus ; arc we then 
to wait until the coagula increase so as to 
stop these vessels ? If so the placental 
side of the uterus must bo wholly filled 
with coagula, and even then it is doubtful 
whether they could prevent tho hemorrhage. 
The vagina being plugged, and no blood 
may flow externally, but tbe symptoms of 
exhaustion rapidly accumulating, will soon 
convince you of your error. 

If the membranes are ruptured, the va- 
gina may then bo plugged as a temporary 
expedient, because, although some coagula 
may collect in tho uterus, tire quantity 
must be small, and the amount of blood 
lost would be less than if it flowed uniotcr- 
' rupledly from the vagina ; but even on this 
topic J cannot speak without some hesitation. 
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Turning was formerly a universal prac-| Treatment ©I' After-Pains, 
tice in cases of accidental hemorrhage. Ifct . . 

is now very rarely resorted to, and Prof. I ^ comusts m the removal of the coagula 
Murphy thinks it will very seldom be found - rom the vagina and os uteri, the avoidance 
necessary. Stimulants must be given, , 0 ^ extra uterine con tract ion, and the 
even largely, and if all means fail, transfu- a pplic a tm° and administration of opiates, 
sion may be cautiously resorted to. — [Prof. :^* ent * e Action with the Lin. opii over the 
Murphy, in Med. Gazette , 1848, p. 917. abdomen m very often useful, but 1 havo 

found still greater benefit from the appli- 

Sccrotion of Willi in an old Wo- cat * ou of this liniment to the mammae. By 
nmiiy without Prcsmtucy. a reflex action it allays the excessive sonsi- 

bill ty of the uterus, when thus applied. — 

Bell Johnson, married to a man named excessive after pains without hemor- 
Williamson, had eleven children in the rhage, without the presence of coagula, and 
course of eleven years. Three times sue- the absence of othor signs and consc- 
ccssively, she had twins. Williamson hav- quenccs of inertia, the infant should never 
ing died, she married again, three years ( be applied to the breast for some hours 
and a half after. Her husband is still aft *r delivery, not, in fact, until the uterus 
alive ; they had four children, the youngest | has become calmed from its state of morbid 
about 18 years old ; she had none subsc- 1 excitability. Early and constant stimula- 
quently. Her present age is 61. On the! ton of the breasts by the child, is a com- 
16th April 184S, her daughter Eleanor (of, mon cau ? c of irritable uterus for many days 
the second marriage) died, leaving a child after delivery. This agent, so salutary in 
of about nine months of age. Bell took a11 caM5S of impending inertia, is often made, 
charge of the infant, her grand-daughter, unnecessarily, a cause of miserable suffer- 
and has suckled the child for the last two ing, at u time when the patient is little 
months*. 1 was anxious to ascertain wlieth- able to endure it, and without any countcr- 
or irritation of the parts had caused the balancing good, if the uterus has contract- 
breasts to fill with milk. She never offer- healthily. 1 repeat, we want no more 
cd her breasts to the child, and to prevent than safe contraction; every after pain 
any attempt which the babe might natu- kej 0 ml this point is both unnecessary and 
rally make whilst in bed with her, she mischievous. [Dr. W. Tyler Smith, 
reversed her shift, putting the back part to Lfjtcal. Nov. 1848, p. 57C. 
the front. She slates that she felt a pain. Encryitcd Placeman 

in her breast for about three days, and that , * • 

they became full of milk. Her husband I j t ^ 0 f considerable importance to deal 
advised her to suckle the child. My opin- promptly with these cases. The longer the 
ion is, that during the old woman s sleep 0B uteri remains contracted, the more 
at night, the child had the nipples in her difficult will its dilatation, fo as to admit 
mouth, until continued irritatiou produced 0 f Bio extraction of the placenta, become, 
this curious effect. For the last eight if the placenta can be felt close to the os 
weeks, this old grandmother, aged 61, uteri, gentle, but firm traction of the cord, 
eighteen years after the birth of her young- ^ * as ncar as possible to its root in tho 
cst child, constantly, by day and by night,- placenta, should be used, so as to convert 
suckles the child. If she allowed one breast | t h c placental mass into a dilator. If ihis 
only to the child during tho night, the pj an should not bo successful, the os uteri 
milk from the other would be flowing out must be slowly dilated by the fingers so as 
in tho morning, whilst it would be tally (q admit the hand or fingers, according aa 
distended. L ales.s the milk be drawn, she jthe placenta maybe required to be dc- 
auffers pain from tho superabundant quail- j tachcd from thc uterus, or merely with- 
tity. 1 he quality of the milk is Dot evi-jdrawn from thc cavity. If necessary, any 
dently good, to the eye it appears very threatening of convulsion or laceration, 
heavy. The child is now about one year should be prepared for by blood letting.— 
old, healthy, but very puny, its flesh is ]f t h c patient’s mind should be excitable, 
very soft and not much of it. Thc old or the dilatation of the os uteri should b© 
womau is very poor and docs not obtain painful, an opiate is of great use, but it acts 
sufficient nourishment to sustain such a rather by soothing mental emotion and 
burden, while ilw child seems very difficult a Hajing pain, than by reducing the spasm 
to satisfy.— .[Rev. W. Fitzpatrick, Dttb~ 0 f the os uteri. We can often assist the 
1 in Medical l'i ess, .tug 18l8,/>. 130. effects of traction of the umbilical cord in 


48 


NORTHERN LANCET. 


dilating the os uteri, by gentle pressure ex- 
erted externally upon the abdominal sur- 
face at each recurrence of uterine contrac- 
tions ; sweeping the placenta, as it were, 
into the pelvis and towards the os uteri, 
by the hand, while steady traction of the 
cord is being kept up. 

The foregoing remarks apply to cases in 
which the placenta is either wholly adhe- 
rent to the uterus, or the uterus at large, is 
so firmly contracted upon the separated 
placenta as to prevent internal uterine 
hemorrhage. Cases in which spasmodic 
closure of the os uteri is attended with sepa- 
lion of the retained placenta, and inertia of 
the body and fundus, dangerous internal 
hemorrhage is inevitable, and the removal 
of the contraction of the os uteri becomes 
quite of sesondary importance to the arrest 
of the hemorrhage. 

The first object here must bo to excite 
such an amount of uterine contraction as to 
stay the loss of blood. In all cases where 
the first steps taken for the dilatation of 
the os uteri, which of themselves tend to 
produoc uterine contraction, arc ineffect- 
ual, the uterine inertia should bo treated 
most energetically, per se, without any ref- 
erence to state of the os uteri. — ]Dr. W. 
Tyler Smith, Lancet, Nov. 25/A, 1848, 
p. 375. 

Treatment of Uterine Catarrh. 

Professor E. Strohl recommends against 
this malady, uterine injections, which were 
brought into notioe some years since, but 
almost entirely abandoned from the fear of 
occasioning peutomtis, by the passage of 
the injection into tho abdomen through the 
Fallopian tubes. To obviate this danger, 
the Prnfcasor recommended the injection 
to be used very slowly, and through a long 
caoutchouc catheter introduced about three 
lines into the os uteri. This instument 
should not fill up completely the orifico of 
the womb, in order that the injected fluid 
may be permitted to return immediately, 
thus exercising no pressure against the 
apertures of tho fallopian tubes. The 
liquid employed fa tho Liq. Plurabi Aceta- 
tfa. or a solution of3i. of iodide of iron in j 
3xjj. of distilled water. The injection fa ; 
not painful, and rapidly modifies the na- 
ture of the uterine discharge. In twenty ! 
nine cases M, Strohl states that the ave- 
rage duratiou of the treatment was fourteen 
days. In three instances, only, some un- 
important bystorical symptoms were observ- 
ed . — [Medical Time*, Vcc 1818, p 162 


Crises of Torsion, Doubling, unit 
Expulsion of the Foetus lu about- 
Her Freseuiutlons. 


Case 1. Requested to see a woman in 
labor of her fifth child. 1 found that she 
■ had been suffering for twenty-four hours, 
! and had frequent and powerful pains. On 
: a vaginal examination, I found the right 
1 hand down, and the entire arm protruding 
out. I felt the sealpula placed forward^ 
and the clavicle resting firmly against tho 
upper portion of the loft descending ramus 
of tho pubis. 1 oould readily trace the ribs 
bulging downwards, tho child lay obliquely 
with the breach towards the right sacro- 
iliac junction. Having determined to turn 
the child, I first gave a dracbm of lauda- 
num, and quickly abstracted about eighteen 
ounces of blood. The pains were still very 
powerful. 1 now passed the right hand 
! into the vagina, -ami onwards as far as pos- 
j siblc, but I found the child so forcibly 
wedged in the pelvis, and the uterus so 
strongly contracted on it, as to completely 
oppose my efforts. 1 however, tried again 
and used os much force as 1 thought justi- 
fiable. I now perceived that the ribs 
further descended, and came to press on 
the perineum. Tbo arm still remained 
fully protruded, and, if any thing, the 
olaviclc was pressed more firmly against the 
pubis. A very strong pain now occurred, 
during which 1 felt another part of the 
child coming along on the perineum, and 
which 1 took for the breech. The uterine 
contraction continued very strong, and 
being assisted by tho voluntary efforts of the 
woman, soon completed tho cxpnlsion of 
first the breech and successively the thighs, 
abdomen, chest, and lastly of the head, 
with the left arm. The right arm, during 
the whole process, remained fixedly station- 
ary. The perineum was enormously dis- 
tended, during the progress of the breech 
between it and the chest of the child, but 
fortunately it safely yielded to the pressure. 
The child was full sized, and appeared to 
have recently died, and from the mother’s ac- 
count this event must have happened during 
the labor. The placenta was expelled ana 
nothing nnfavorablo happened. The pel- 
vis was of full sisc. The patient recovered 
as well as after ordinary labor. 

Class 2d. I saw another patient in her 
sixth pregnanoy ; she had been in labor 
about eighteen hours, the membranes had 
ruptured eight hours before, the presenta- 
tion not then being ascertained. The pains 
continued strong, and after some time the 
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band was found down first. 1 discovered 
the left arm completely beyond the exter- 
nal parts, the shoulder stern wedged in the 
pelvis and the left clavicle pressed against 
the right ramus of the pelvis. The ute- 
rus felt very hard and firmly embraced the 
child; its transverse diameter was longer 
than when the head presents. Wishing, if 
possible, to turn the child, 1 first gave a 
drachm of laudanum, and abstracted front 
the arm, by a large orifice, from 16 to 20 
ounces of blood. 1 now attempted to pass 
the hand to turn, but was foiled. 1 waited 
a short time in hopes that the pains would 
diminish iu force, but again did not succeed. 

1 abstracted more blood, but notwithstand- 
ing she felt faintish, the uterus continued 
to act strongly. Hoping that this organ 
would be tired by its exertions, 1 thought 
it better to trust awhile to this chance 
than to embryotoinize, but iu this expecta- 
tion 1 was disappointed. After a time I 
found that the ribs of the child were press- 
ing more on the perineum, and so continu- 
ed, until from the influence of a very stroug 
pain, the breech was pushed along it, and 
was soon first expelled, succeeded by the 
rest of child, its head and right arm coming 
the last. During the entiro change the 
left arm remained entirely external and the 
olavicle firmly fixed against the pubis. The 
placenta was soon expelled. There was 
no hemorrhage or structural laceration. — 
She recovered well. — [Dr. T. Radford, 
British Record. 

Surgery. 

Treatment of Hydrocele. 

In young children, the cure of simple 
hydrocele, if not spontaneously produced, 
may generally be effected by local applica- 
tions, as the following : 

A mm on ire Hydrochloras, one drachm. 
Liquor Auimonixe, spirit Vini recti, of each 

2 ounces, distilled water 4 ounces — the lo- 
tion to be frequently applied. Should this 
application not produce the absorption ol 
the fluid, acupuncturation is almost infalli- 
ble in children, in the later periods of 
life, hydrocele sometimes undergoes a spon- 
taneous cure, from any cause inducing in- 
flammation, or from a rupture of the tuuic, 
attended by the diffusion of the fluid. — 
Iodine injection Tor the radical cure is in- 
variably successful, and is free from the 
ill-effects frequently following the use of 
the solution of zinc, or urine and water. — 
It frequently produces §o little psin, that 1 


have, in some cases, considered failure m 
almost certain, and yet, without cither 
^welling or pain, the cure has been com- 
pletely effected. The mode in which this 
euro is effected in all cases of injection, is 
1 believe, by altering the action of the ca- 
pillaries of the tunica vaginalis, and not by 
the effusion of plastic matter, producing 
the adhesion of the sides of the tunic ; for 
in many preparations of the tunica vaginal- 
is, after successful injection for hydrocele, 
no such adhesions ore found. It some- 
times happens that partial adhesions ars 
formed, dividing the tunio into two or more 
sacs, and the hydrocele has put on n com- 
plex form, being divided into distinot 
chambers, as ft were, each of which must 
be opened for the evacuation of its fluid. 

Iu performing the operation, take care 
to push the canula quite into the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis, l>y a quick, semi-rota- 
ry, jerkiug motion, having placed the fore- 
finger on the canula so as to limit the extent 
of its introduction. If from the want of 
this precaution, the fluid injected becomes 
extravusated into the cellular tissue of the 
scrotum, make several iucisions into the 
scrotum, the dangerous effects may gene- 
rally be prevented^ — [B. Cooper, Esq., in 
Med. Gazette. 

Division of (he Falciform Border 

of tin* Fascia Fain, for Varix of 

Hie sapheuu Yeiu. 

Varix has been too generally thought to 
depend upon an imperfect condition of the 
valves of the venous trunks. In some in- 
stances this alone is the cause ; if pressure 
exist upon the vein between its radicles and 
the right side of the heart, distension of the 
distal portion will be produced to such a 
degree, that the valves can no longer close 
the dilated vein ; remove the cause of the 
enlargement, and the valves assume their 
functions. The internal and ‘external 
[ saohena veins are most commonly affected, 
i they both pass through apertures in the 
1 deep fascia, to reach the longer trunks and 
empty their blood. If these apertures at 
any time arc too small to allow the passage 
of the quantity of blood carried by th# 
veins, distension must ensue, and varix re- 
sult. The operations hitherto adopted to 
remove a varicose state of the saphena, is 
to obliterate the vein ; consequently ad- 
vantage is taken of the anastamotic commu- 
nications, and the circulating current if 
simply directed into the a venous trunks.— 
Dr. Herapath’s treatment is more philo- 
sophical, restoring the circulation in the 
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natural direction, by removing the cause of I of gnm elcmi and spirits of tarpeatine 
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the obstruction — by dividing the falciform 
border of the fatcia lata. The steps of the 
operation practised by Dr. H. are as fol- 
lows : Pinch up a fold of skin between the 
Angers, transfix and divide it with a pointed 
bistoury ; an incision of three inchea in 
length is thus made obliquely upwards and 
inwards, immediately over the swollen 
termination of the saphena vein — dissect 
carefully the superficial fascia from its at- 
tachment to the falciform border, and then 
with a probe pointed bistoury c arefully 
passed directly upwardt immcjlisfiijy 
neath the iliac layer of the fa»wr{ the vein 
being depressed and protectfedHiy the left 
fore finger) divide the crcaf ' 

the sopbenous opening td t„„ 

half a» inch, which of eouta* considerably 
enlarges the aperture and at Imej'rianoTing. 
the atrictnre, the Tarix iinmcdnlt«ljl&,»p-A Q 
pears. ^ — - — 

Close the wound by two points of sutnre, 
draw together by adhesive plaster and cov- 
er the whole by a pad of wet lint, held on 
by a few turns of a bandage. — [Dr. VV. B 
Hehapath, Prop. Med. and Surg. Jour. 

Traumatic Cangreue. 

it is Dot necessary to amputate for trau- 
matic gangrene, rf we carefully watch the 
patient for the first three or four days after 
eevere injuries, and give food as the stomach 
can bear it, and stimuli when they aro in- 
dicated. Give brandy, in preference to 
ammonia, which latter does harm by weak- 
ening the stomach. Regulate the secre- 
tions, if needful, by the use of mild mercu- 
rials with antimony. — [J. P. Vincent 
E sq., Edin. .Med. and Surg. Jour. 

Prevention and Trcnimcnt of 
Bed-Sores. 

Eudcator to prevent the formation of 
bedsores, by softening a bladder in warm 
water, being oiled and partially inflated 
placo it under the part suffering from con- 
tinued pressure. To stimulate the surface 
and excite the dormant capilliarica to more 
healthy action, take two grains of bichloride 
of mercury to an ounco of proof spirit— use 
this lotion and tho bladder ut tho same 
time, and thoy will be found invaluable in 
proventing bedsores. If, however, a slough 
is formed, apply carrot poultices, morning 
and evening, sprinkled with a solution of 
ehloride of soda, till the slough separates 
When it has separated, to promote panula- 

T1S8 T»rrn draacin«. • 1 


liens nta a panuia- 1 years wnn constant success, by placing 

Wens, use warm dressings, consisting either ^ m place* frequented by th4 animate 
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, of castor oil and Pcrnvian balsam, dipped 
| in lint, to the bottom of the ulcer, aud a 
linseed meal poultice, or of carrot, placed 
, over the sore. Then apply a solution of 10 
grains of nitrate of silver to the ounce of 
1 water to tho flabby granulations, covering 
the surface of the ulcer, and filling it up 
with fino Carded cotton ; a piece of oiled 
silk, large enough to cover both hips and 
sacrum, shonld then be placed over the 
dressing. If the granulations shonld be 
.exuberant, apply every morning a concen- 
dution of sulphate ef copper, the 
.,\ilb carded cotton and oiled silk 
being e^tmued till the sore is healed. — 
[-Dr-M. e Bernard, Dublin Med. Preet. 
1 Erysipelas. 

~te purest creasote over the whole 

part and some distance beyond, 

with a camel-hair brush, at the same time 
give a dose of calomel, followed by jalap to 
insure free catharsis ; if the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth and fauces is also ef- 
fected pencil them with a solution of nitrate 
of silver, half a drachm to a drachm, in the 
ounce of distilled water. In the phleg- 
monous form, repeat the application more 
frequently, and in the intervals, a cold 
bread and water poultice sprinkled with 
water strongly impregnated with creasote ; 
or if the face is affected, apply a cloth kept 
wetted with the solution — [Dr. Fahnr. 
stock, Prov. Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Phosphorus Paste, for llic Destrnc- 
liou ol Bata and nice. 

M. Simon has published in the Berliner 
Medicinisc he Zeiturg, the following formu- 
la for making this paste : Take of phos- 
phorus, eight parte, liquify it in 100 parte 
of lukewarm water, pour the whole into a 
mortar and add immediately >00 parte of 
rye meal : when cold, mix in 100 parte of 
butter melted, and 125 parte of sugar. 

If the phosphorus is in a finely divided 
state, the ingredients may bo all mixed at 
once, without melting them. This mixture 
will retain its efficacy for years, for the 
phosphorus is preserved by tho butter and 

only becomes oxydixed on the surface. 

Rats and mice eat this mixture with avidi- 
ty, after which thoy swell out and die. 

M. Simon has employed this mixture for 
years with constant sueeeaa, by placing it 

in nlfirnM A- an nanto/I V_ if,... _ • l_ 
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According to Urn, the phosphorus is less 
dangerous than arsenic, for supposing the 
mixture to be badly made, and the phos- 
phorus imperfectly divided, the oxydization 
which would take place in a few days would 
render it nearly inactive ; and it would be 
almost impossible to employ it for the in- 
tentional poisoning of human beings. 

Prevention of the Oxydation of 
Iron Filings. 

It is well known to pharmaceutists that 
it is very difficult to prevent the oxydation 
of iron filings ; even inclosing them in stop- 
pered bottles, perfectly fitted, is not suffi- 
cient. M. Righini, has discovered that 
they may he preserved for any length of! 
time by reducing them to fine powder and 
mixing them with an equal quantity of well 
dried sugar. The mixture, which will be 
of lead color, may be kept in paper, provid- 
ed it be preserved from moisture. — Journal 
de Chimie. 

Action of Sugar upon the Tcelli. 

From researches made upon this subject, 
Mr. Larrey has come to the following con- 
clusions : 

1 . Refined cane or beet root sugar, is 
prejudicial to the teeth more from direct 
contact than from the evolution of gaseous 
matter during digestion. 

2. If a tooth be allowed to macerate in a 
saturated solution of sugar, it is so decom- 
posed as to acquire almost a gelatinous 
character, while the enamel becomes opaqne 
and spongy, and crumbles down under the 
slightest pressure. Sugar ought not, there- 
fore to enter into tho composition of tooth 


Popular Essays on Anatomy and 
Physiology. 

BY HORACE NELSON, M. D. 

No 2. 

General consideration! on the Skeleton 
The organa destined for locomotion, art 
divided into passive and active ; there are 
paria to bo moved, and there must be the 
means of executing this function, the active 
or actuating powers. If you look at the 
animal body, your mind is instinctively con- 
centrated upon tomelking which is to form 
the scaffolding, or frame-work of the struc- 
ture ; something to which tho motivo foroe 
must be attached, and by which to exert its 
influence. This frame-work is found in the 
bones — 198 in the human body — although 
numerous and necessarily complicated, yet 
are they so admirably disposed, that they 
produce the most astonishing and precise 
results, by causes apparently the most sim- 
ple. The position and mode of union, of 
the many parts forming the bony system, 
are each, that with the most unlimited free- 
dom, man and animals are eapablo of execu- 
ting every variety of motion possible — their 
systematical arrangement is so masterly that 
uneonseiously, hourly and daily, you per- 
form the most complicated actions without 
the fear of jeopardizing their displacement, 
or causing them the slightest injury. This 
I will prove by an example, and the ver- 
tebral column or backbone, will be the sub- 
ject of my remarks. It is the largest and 
most powerful lever of the human maohioe 
— supporting the head above — attached U 
its sides arc the twenty-four ribs, and de- 
pending from it aro the two upper extremi- 
ties; it transmits the weight of four-fifths of 


powder. 

3 The corros.cn of the teeth by lW the ’ bod tQ thc Mcra ] bo ® e , which is wedged 
substance docB not depend on an lac.d, for tho two h , unch ^ 

none m present tn sugar, but on the affimty h c m conveyc d to the earth through the 
winch this organic principle has to enter lower eItre ' itjc8 , Thu colnran or B ipin , t 

in man, is composed of twenty-four small, 
very irregular and light bones, piled onoon 

.. . w a .i «i • i top of the other, the whole forming a pillar, 

the osseous part of the tooth, the reason is r .. l 

. * , • . . \ a .j * | • , j presenting various curves, and hollowed 

that it contains fluoride of calcium, a body .. . . » , , 

^ ^ *t 1 ' 1 - ^ ; throughout its extent by a heart shaped ca* 


organic j 

into combination with tho calcareous base 
of the tooth. 

4. If the enamel 


be less attacked than 


which resists chemical agency even more ! . .. . 

than the sulphate of lime .-[ Med Gazette. “*> lod P n ? protecting the spinal mar- 
F l row, a prolongation of the brain, and from 

The greater number of organs which tho sides of which spring out sixty-two small 
manifest functional disturbances in a gene- white cords, the messengers of motion and 
ral disease, the worse is the case, particu- sensation to all parts of the body, excepting 
larly if this occur immediately at the the head and the organa contained in the 
commencement. The fewer the organs I trunk. 

are which participate, the more obstinate 1 Should, from accident or malformation, 
will the diaeaao bn. and the earlier will it; this all-important part of the syatem be en- 
o evasion structural changes. — RckiU. crouched upon, the immediate result would 
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be the paralysis, or death of sensation and 1 cause embarrassment in its motions, the 
motion of all the parts supplied with nerves, i bones are formed externally of a thin layer 
arising from the spinal marrow below the j or crust of compact bony matter, while ths 
■eat of injury. Nevertheless, you all know inside of all the long bones, as you all know, 
that it is absolutely required, this column 'is channelled out to lodge the marTow; other 
enclosing as it docs, this essential organ of bones, those of the short and flat classes, 
life, should perform an extended range of are most generally formed of loose ossifio 
motion. At the first thought, you would tissue, filled with small cells, and retaining 
be led to infer, that the slightest movement j* fluid analagons to marrow; the outside of 
of this bony canal, must inevitably produce , these bones is covered, with a thin layer of 
■omc pressure on the spinal marrow, but j compact tissue. The bones arc, therefore, 
by the wise dispensation of an all-seeing ; rendered lighter without in the least degree 
Providence, this grave and fatal occurrence | abstracting from their strength and power, 
oannot taka place, in the natural formation ; It is well known to mechanics, that two pil* 
of the column. 1 lro spine, as you are now Iars of given length and diameter, one be- 
aware, instead of being formed of tw'» or ing solid, the other not, the first by a heavy 
throe pieces, is composed of twenty-four weight will break immediately, the one 
■mall bones, increasing in size from above which is hollow, on the contrary, will give 
aown wards, and articulated to one another somewhat, bend, and only break under twice 
in iach a manner that they admit of but very the amount of pressure required to break 
obscure motion between any two bones, but | the first. Knowing now, that tbo bones 

considered as a whole, it is endowed with form the basis of motion in all animals en- 
wide, and almost unlimited motion. \ on .lowed with an internal skeleton, they, tbere- 
now cao see that by this admirable contri- fore, do not form a continuous whole, but 
vance, this portion of the nervous system is arc disposed in great numbers, and in such 
protected alike from external injury as from situations as the different motions which 
pressure within, and consequently, that this ; man is susceptible of performing, require, 
column becomes the most moveable and^ Ail the boucs constituting the skeleton, 


powerful lever of the whole body. 


are joiued together in different modes, and 


i ho bones being a fabric of organized , where this union takes place, it is called a 
parts, and forming the frame-work on which joint or articulation. Some joints are im- 
the Boft parts are stretched ond attached, moveable, the means of union in these cases 
are variously disposed in different situations; (arc not by ligaments, but by saw-like edges, 
in some they are arranged in the form of formed in the opposed borders of the bonce, 
pillars or columns, for the prehension or as in those of the head, and face. Other 
support, as the bones of the upper and low- joints have but little motion, as in the wrist 
er extremities; in others they becomo ex- or foot; while the largest number constitute 
panued, more or less curved upon themselves . the true means of motion, whereby ihe body 
to fortn enclosures or cavities for the rccep-,is carried from one place to another. Let 
tion and protection of those organs, more me direct your attention for one moment 
immediately essential to the existence or} to the admirable provisions existing in the 
well-being of the individual; the eight bones skeleton for these locomotive pnrposcs — 
of the head for the brain and its appendages; ^ Oq looking at any of the moveable joints, we 
the twenty-four ribs, breast bone and por-t perceive that in order to obtain the most 
iron of the vertebral column, for the lungs, l perfect security, the bones constituting ths 
heart and its large vessels; in other situa- joint, are united together by variously shaped 
lions, where power and strength are required , bands of extremely tough substance, called 
at the expense of motion, the bones are ligaments; this structure, although so strong, 
small, closely and strongly joined to one . is nevertheless so pliant that it precludes tbs 
another ; for example the eight bones of the : parts from being torn asunder, allowing freo- 
wriat, and the seven of the foot proper, — jly the execution of every variety of motion, 
Lastly the bones afford firm points of at- except in those eases where there iB a ten- 
taebments for the muscles, whereby they j dency to carry these beyond certain limits, 
ore truly regarded as levers acted upon in an occurrence which cannot take place wiih- 
diflbrent directions, by the multiplied and out a forcible tearing of these bands, the 
varied contractions of these organs. result of whioh accident occasions a disloca- 

In the formation of the bones, we have tion, or the bone is said to be out of place, 
anotaer proof of Divine W isdom. In or- Other means have been provided to facili- 
der not to augment the already existing tate motion, independent of the ligaments. 
Weight cf tho body, and at the tame time in retaining the articulating surfaces of tl»o 
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bone* together. The end* of tho bones . 
where they meet in tho joints are symmet- 
ideally adapted to each other ; both there- 
fore naturally correspond, the asperities are 
rounded off, and the surfaces are rendered 
smooth. But this is not all. Walk into a 
butcher’s shop and open the fresh joint in 
a piece of meat, yon will see that the bard, 
naked surfaces of the bones are not made to 
move on each other, but that they are coat- 
ed over with a pearly -white, highly polished, 
and to a certain degree, elastic substance, 
named cartilage, and familiarly known as 
gristle ; through it tho motion is rendered 
smooth and easy— the jarring effects arc ob- 
viated, and any shock greatly diminished. 
Let me prove this by an example ; it fre- 
quently happens that a man will fall from a 
building, or from some elevated position, 
and alight upon his feet, sustaining little or 
no injury save a general commotion of the 
body, Uie reason of this is as follows : Had 
the naked surfaces of the bones been in con- 
tact, apart from feeling the shock very se- 
verely throughout ihe body, he might suo- 
CUmb in a very short time to consecutive 
inflamation, the result of injury done to some 
important organ, the brain more especially; 
but the cartilage on the ends of the bones 
have yielded, have become compressed, there 
was a decomposition of the shock at each 
joint, and through the resiliency of the same 
cartilage, nothing more than a slight and 
universal jar was felt. The use of this sub- 
stance may be aptly compared to the elastic 
springs attached behind railroad cars to 
prevent concussion, when they strike one 
against another ; tho same comparison holdB 
good in relation to the steel springs of our 
tommon pleasure carriages. 

ContUKioni«ni. ~ 

The greater part of Italy is shackled by 
quarantines to prevent tho spread of chol- 
era. Tuscany, Peidmont, Lombardy, and 
the kingdom of Naples have established 
these restrictions, at from two to ten days, 
according to the part whence the vessel is 
coming. The islands of Sardinia and Elba 
have adopted the same measures. But tho 
cholera has nevertheless broken out in the 
latter places, and it is doubtful whether 
quarantines will be more effectual in Italy 
than elsewhere. 

French llo«pital »i Vera Cruz. 

The French residing at Vera Crus have 
lately founded an hospital for the reception 
of their countrymen. The establishment 
has been placed under tho direction of Ur. 
Edgtwick. 


Proportion or Nutritive materials 
in Different articles of food. — Of all 
tho alimentary substances bread is one of the 
most nourishing, as it contains 80 per cent, 
of nutritive materials ; peas and beans how- 
ever, contain from 92 to 93 per cent, of 
them- Butchers meat contains on an aver- 
age 35 per cent.; potatoes 25 per cent.; car- 
rots, 14 per cent; greens and turnips, 8. 
Thus a pound of good bread is equal to 2| 
or 3 pounds of best potatoes, and 75 pounds 
of bread with 30 pounds of meat, are equal 
; to 300 pounds of potatoes. But a fact wor- 
thy of notice is, that one pound of rice or 
beans is equal to three pounds of potatoes. 

Modern French Necessities. — Among 
the numerous objects lately exhibited in 
Paris, at the quinquennial show of French 
manufacture, was a cab, fitted up as a bath- 
ing room, where a bath mightbc taken, and 
time saved, whilst proceeding from one place 
to another. A peculiar sort of alarum cof* 
fin was also noticed, which is so contrived, 
that the slightest movement of the corpse 
therein placed will give rise to a most deaf- 
ening noise, capable of calling a whole neigh- 
borhood together. The investor calls it 
cercucil musiqvc (musical coffin.) 

Generous conduct of Medical Stu- 
dents in Paris. — Our readers arc aware 
that the Faubourg St. Antoine, in Paris, is, 
for the most part inhabited by the working 
classes. Tho cholera has made sad havoo 
among them ; and the deaths were so nu- 
merous, that the authorities bad to engage 
the pupils of the Val de Grace (a military 
hospital and school where young men are 
trained for medical and surgical appoint- 
ments in the army) to make visits from 
house to house, and give in the returns of 
mortality. These young men were to have 
two francs for each visit, bat they agreed 
among themselves that this salary of theirs 
should form a fund to be devoted to the re- 
lief of tho children bereft by the diseased. — 
JB50 were thus distributed by the mayor of 
tho 12th district. We are happy to record 
acts of this nature, and congratulate these 
young men on their generous conduct.— 
London Lancet . 

Foetal Disease.— Tho Csesarcan opera- 
tion was lately performed at Molenbeck St. 
Jean, in Belgium, on a woman who died of 
cholera, and who was very near her confine- 
ment. The child lived only a few hours, 
and presented all the symptoms of the dis- 
ease which had beep fatal to the mother. 
Gate! to Medicals . 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 
Dislocation of the Humerus. 

BY O. TERRY, M. D. 

Ts thi Editor* of the 

Northern Lancet : 
Gentlemen : — Some ten months iince, 1 
I was called to Mr. P.,to set his shoulder. 
He was a muscular man, aged about sixty - 
five. On examination I found it to be a 
dislocation of the humerus into the axilla, 
and was caused by a blow from a horse. — 
The symptom* were as follows : A hollow 
below the acromion, by the displacement 
of the head of the humerus from the glan- 
oid cavity, the roundness of the shoulder 
was destroyed, the deltoid muscle was flat- 
tened and dragged down with the depressed 
bead of the hone. The elbow was with 
difficulty brought to his side, from pain 
produced by the head of the bone upon the 
nerves in the axilla. The head of the os 
bumcri was easily felt. After ascertaining | 
fully the difficulty, I attempted to replace 
the hone by seating the patient in a low 
chair, separating the arm from the side, 
and carrying my knee into tho axilla, let- 
ting my foot at the same time rest on the 
tide of the ehair. Then taking hold of the 
arm firmly, just above the elbow joint, 
and placing my other hand on his shoulder, 
1 endeavored to draw the arm over the 
knee and by raising it slip the bone into its 
place. But I found that tho contraction 
of the mnscles, especially the deltoid and 
and anpra spinatous, most powerfully re- 
sisted reduction in this accident and seeing 
I was in need of more help, 1 sent for my 
brother, Dr. Terry, of Redford, (as we as- 
sist each other in difficult cases. 1 This 
probably was more difficult on account of 
an injury he had received previous to this, 


and bled him, putting him on to tartarixed 
antimony, about one grain in every fifteen 
minutes, till the system should be relaxed, 
whereby we might be ablo to reduce 
the luxation. W e saw him as soon as ha 
became nauseated, and commenced the 
operation. Things not being very conve- 
nient, we seated him in a low chair, drovt 
a staple into a post at the side of the house, 
then making a slit in a sheet through which 
we passed his arm, and the sheet to the 
staple, fastening it there. Then having 
placed a wetted roller just above the elbow 
joint, I commenced making extension upon 
the arm while my brother placed his knee 
in the axilla, grasping at the same time the 
arm just above the elbow with one hand and 
pressing upon the acromion process with 
the other, while I was making permanent 
extension he drew the arm over the knee, 
and on raising it the bone gently slipped 
| into its place. When the reduction was 
completed, a small cushion was made and 
placed in the axilla, and then fixed by a 
figure eight bandage, to prevent tho head 
of the bone from slipping out of its place. 
We also made a sling to he worn to support 
the arm and ordered him to keep it at rest 
and wet with spirit and water if there should 
bo any inflammation, telling him 1 would 
see him next day. 1 did so, found him 
comfortable as could be expected, having 
rested well during tho night. I examined 
his shoulder and found all right. I also 
saw him the next day and all was going on 
well. 1 saw him on the fourth day, he was 
up, and free from pain. I prepared him a 
volatile liniment, ordered him to rub on a 
little occasionally, and to keep the arm in 
the sling while walking, but when lying, to 
let it lay by his Bide, if ho would be mors 
comfortable, and told him I would see him 
occasioualiy. He was at that time able to 


upon the shoulder, and since which, be' walk where he pleased, and being a frequent 
stated, he had not been able to raise hie 1 visitor at the grocery, I used often to so* 


hand to his head. 1 piaoed him in as com- i him pass. All things appeared to go oa 


fortable position as possible, leaving ilia: well for a month Having business in Ver- 
until assistance could he obtained. \\ hen ' mont on which I should bo absent a few 


my brother arrived we made an attempt as we eka, I told him if he should have any 

before, and also by the heel in the axilla, I trouble, to call on my brother. 

bat to no effect. V\’* consulted a moment' I was absent, as 1 expected, about throe 
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weeks, and the next day after my return, 
meeting him in the road, I enquired how his 
shoulder was getting along. He replied, 
“ My shoulder is not right.’’ 1 asked him 
to walk in fas my office was but a few steps 
distant) and let me make an examination. 
His excuse was, he had not time. I then 
asked him if he would call the next day. 
This time his answer was that he did not 
wish to have me make an examination. — 
Two days after, I went in company with 
my brother, on purpose to examine his 
shoulder, but he was unwilling wo should 
even see it. VYe then began to think from 
his unwillingness that we should see it and 
from the stories that he reported, which 
were not a few, that he had some object in 
view, other than he should have. This ob- 
jeot will doubtless be understood by a part 
of those who receive the Lancet and by 
whom, especially our medical associates, 
we have been treated with the utmost kind, 
ness. 

Saranac, Feb. 11, 1850. 

[The value and interest of Dr. Terry’s 
communication, will be fully appreciated 
by the general reader, after he has perused 
the remarks we have made upon the case, 
and which we are compelled to postpone to 
our next number. The Dr’s, communica- 
tions will always receive a welcome inser- 
tion ; and we trust that our friends in and 
<uit of the county will follow his example, 
and communicate freely with one another 
through our columns.] t 

An Old Doctor. 

To the Editors or the 

Northern Lancet: 
Gentlemen It is well known that 
almost every town and village has its im- 
pudent and ignorant quaok, who prides 
himself in boldly bearding the regular 
physician, and interferes with him at every 
turn. Within a narrow circle, in the im- 
mediate vicinity of my residence, are six 
persons who exorcise the solemn and all hut 
sacred functions of the medical profession. 
Tat, gentlemen, four, at least, of these six, 
are men of the grossest ignorance and of 


the most superficial, or of no common 
school education ; three cannot read ; the 
remaining with very little good sense, 
scarcely fitted by nature to walk in the 
lowest ranks of society, have assumed the 
“ Doctor,” and work by steam, red pepper 
and lobelia. 1 speak from facts within my 
own knowledge. Such arc my competitors, 
and they beat me all hollow in the race of 
public favor. Alas ! pity the sorrows of a 
poor old man ! Tho sage, who the other 
day, earned an honest living as a laboring 
mechanic, is now drinking and bustling 
from house to house, dispensing either 
health, disease, or death, with the confi- 
dence of infallible wisdom, and prescribing 
ten times where yourselves or 1 would pro- 
scribe once. 

The law cannot silence these persons, 
their course is onward, as long as ignorance 
and prejudice prevail among us. All wo 
have to do, is, sweetly to think that if wo 
have been cajoled into an expensive line of 
study, we must make tho best of a had bar- 
gain, we must bear tho loss of our folly, or 
our misfortune ; but let us not be so very 
dishonest to the rising generation of modical 
men, as to mislead them because we have 
been misled ; let us rather tell them honest- 
ly and at once, that they have no occasion 
to sacrifice their precious time, health, and 
money, in the painful and laborious pursuit 
of medical and surgical knowledge, let us 
discard prejudice, and direct the aspirant 
to 'the bold career of the irregular prac- 
titioner ; let him come out of school, bang 
up the shingle to the breeze of fortune, and 
go to work. Why should you, gentlemen, 
and I, daily augment the number of our 
grey hairs for the benefit of mankind, when 
our very labor, taken in the aggregate, is 
prejudicial to ourselves. Oh ! for the days 
when the doctor acquired honor, as his pa- 
tient, after a long and doubtful struggle, 
recovered, in spite of his drugs and blun- 
ders, days not positively gone by, but they 
do not fall to the lot of every man, and ara 
wonderfully and ruinously abridged by the 
labors of the Geise of the profession. — 
Do the lawyers act thus ? too shrewd and 
too prudent are they. Does any class of 
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tradesmen act thus - no, they are men of cause if infallibility bo any whore, it ■ 
good solid sense. All other classes of so with themselves. 

eiety continue to protect and augment their An immense majority of society is un- 
individual interests, in common. We have protected, and from their want of knowl« 
the prohibitory laws, as regards produce j edge, cannot protect 4 themsolves, they art 
and manufactures ; who interferes with the | at the mercy of the unprincipled quack, 
grave followers of Blackstone ? But hold ! whose pilfering* might excite a smile, if it 
should a dunce, by bad grammar, or by were not accompanied by personal j injury, 
bad law, cause an obscurity in a will, which and frequently by death, is it not then tha 
may require the luminaries of chancery to bounden duty of the legislature to look 
render legible, at the expense of a few into thiB matter ? I alledge, gentlemen, 
thousand dollars to the unfortunate client, ! that the most frightful evils, and to a very 
this is all right, just so ! And the learned astonishing extent, are constantly endured 
sages may safely congratulate themselves by a very large portion of society, from un- 
on their blunders, as they court the golden principled persons practicing both medioina 
gains, protected as they are by common and surgery, this is a hidden evil, and only 
usage ! Let us apply our latent genius, if to be dragged to light by the profession 
we have any, in gaining the confidence ot itself, for no other body of men can detect 
our patients ; let us throw “regular physic” j ft. Is the State justified in permitting such 
to the dogs, and with pepper in our pock- monsters to prey on their fellow creatures ? 
•ts, a wanning pan in one hand, and lobelia j It was not my design, when 1 took up my 
in the other, come out triumphantly, and pen to write a long letter ; but the subjeoi 
depend on it, wo will gain in fortune and urged me on. As it is, 1 forward it on to 
reputation. Am I not right ? \\ hat has you, trusting you will, with all its faults, 

society done for us, that we should thus give it a place in your excellent journal, 
labor for its good and our own injury ?— j *' Wishing for your Lancet, a long and 
Tho quacks, 1 begin to guess, arc the only prosperous career, battling manfully for the 
rational men in the medical profession ! ! 1 welfare of society, and thereby the protec- 

Of the great mass of society, but very tion of our rights, believe mo your sup 
few are capable of forming a tolerable csti- porter and true friend, 
mate of the relative merits of any two per- j AN OLD DOCTOR. 


sons claiming to be medical men, though 
the one shall be tho most ignorant, and the 
Other tho most learned person in the prac- 
tice of medicine. Is it not, then, the im- 
perative duty of the conservative body . to 
protect this immense majority from the most 
insiduous, the most fatal injuries to which 
they are hereby exposed ? Horrible ! ter- 
rible ! gentlemen, are the facts that now 
press on my memory. I have been thirty 
years in the service. Tho higher class of 
medical practitioners in the country could, 
I am persuaded, unfold such secrets as 
would astound mankind. I say the higher | 
class, because they are more frequently ' 
called on by the suffering and doubtim? 
patient, though this is very seldom, for| 
these quacks, for reasons sufficiently ob j 
▼ious, assume the utmost confidence, and | 
^Tenuously object to any interference, be- 


I Essex County, February 1850. 

Medicine in Aradia. — Arabian physi- 
1 cians, it would appear, can make little pre- 
| tence to knowledge or skill. They arrange 
the different morbid states under the cate- 
; gorics of phlegm, bile, water, blood and air. 
Their standard work is the code of Ariccn* 
na, and the latest one that of David. Who- 
ever aims at the dignity of a physician makes 
a copy of those works, and commit their 
contents to memory. The operations they 
perform are, bloodletting, scarifications, 
cupping and circumcbion, and they some- 
times venture to amputate. Luxations are 
mostly left to themselves, when the first re- 
ductions have failed. They are generally 
dealers iu drugs, are held in little estima- 
tion, and rarly acquire any property. 

Veterinary Schools. — We hear that 
the Veterinary of Alfort, near Paris, ha» 
just been -dissolved.— Gazette Mrdicqh. 
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NORTHERN LANCET, j something from him in one of these cap»- 

ASD 1 cities, tli ' moment lit: enters the “sanctum” 

P I7PT»TP nr 1 pp (I HFinniVE ia minutcl >- questioned regarding the sUte 

y.UL 1 1 f; UP LlU.iL SLUIIIAl* of bis health, mysterious words, knowing 

L -" ■. • " - - - — winks, with a good amount of fcelinq , doe* 

^P^Usbttrgh, February, 1B50. tha work _ tUe mBrl feeIs ^ck, hurries 

“TRUTH WITHOUT FEAR.” home with a parcel of medicine, and to the 

— — — ■ — : — — — — bed he goes, awaiting the promised euro. 

V AH trfjclM In ihf* rleiurtnvn!, far which the writer All - Al . ... .. . 

pmip bwomc* rcipotttitJc, will 'ivsifnaied nr fallow*: Utiicrs of the same class will walk the 

FbasCis J. D'Aviom: x, * . , » ... . . .... 

Hoxao n iuov, t streets, and with tho most owlish wia- 

* An Old Doctor.' == " == dom ’ Btop tho fir3t P cr30n P““»s- L “‘ 

summer, as we were walking somewhat has- 

VVe much regret that “As Old Doctor’’ ffty over the bridge in this village, we wero 
has with too much modesty : withheld his very suddenly stopped by a hand upon the 
name from the public, in connection with shoulder, and turning round were saluted 
his communication portraying in lively and with “young man you arc sick.” This 
faithful colors, the medical canvass of a very unexpected aud unwelcome intelli- » 
portion of Eseex county. That county is £> enc ° brought us to a stand, we examined 
peculiarly and bountifully blessed with the our interlocutor. Shade of a chancellor’* 
presence of numberless unqualified practi- wig ! what sublime wisdom, depth of feol- 
tioners, whose general merits to “favorable i»g were delineated in the haggard and 
consideration,” be has with a temperate cutting features, of a man pressed down 
hand slightly skotchcd ; from the mountain by premature old age, the fruits of intem- 
sido to tho shade of tho valley — along the porance in early life, and by the weight of 
highways— ensconed in some dilapidated enormous saddle-bags, such was tho man 
tenement, tho cast off habitation of some wbo was promising us long life and good 
bold and daring hunter, or perchance the old age, if we would take a parcel of “ roots 
winter hut of tho hearty lumbering men, and harbs ” and all that for one dollar. A 
like a modern Druid, do wo find tho man ; lew words to this new genus doctor, satis- 
he selects the small villages and remote lied him that he had caught a Tartar ; ha 
towns os the scene of his labors, shunning returned the parcel to tho bag, and politely 
the precincts of large villages and thick apologising, honestly told us that ho had 
settlements ; exemplifying the adage/ ‘birds mistaken his man, aud that he only expect* 
of a feather flock together j” he eourts the ed to get something from the ignorant and 
most ignorant, and of those who, by their imbecile, in the same manner he addressed 
limited means and remoteness, are pro- several other persons, and with the same 
eluded from oalling upon the physician they results. Wo had occasion to meet that 
would desire, therefore, in very many in- man in tho ctening, at the house of a pa- 
stances, the poorer classes are compelled, tient, where he had taken a night’s lodging, 
from urgent necessity, to place themselves for the consideration of a bottle of rattla- 
under the care of the charlatan. With snake’s oil, and expressing himself dissafc- 
eunniag paramount to his ignorance and isfied with the health of the good people of 
dishonesty, be knows how to ingratiate Plattsburgh, at the same time asking us to 
himself into the favors of that class of pco- furnish him with a prescription for rheu- 
ple, being, in every essential point, one of ®^tam ! 

their number, by bis manners, hi* habits, doctor’s communication requires 

and his disposition. Seldom does he re- j 80,110 farther comments at our hands, which 
sort to the practice of medicine, as his on- w0 * n a succeeding number. Bye 

ly means of support ; he generally combines | lh « b J e * venerable friend, you must certain- 
wUh the title of doctor, that of grocer, shoe- i ly have forgotten your spectacles the last 
maker, or blacksmith. A person requiring 1 time we saw you You speak of augment- 
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ing daily our grey hair* — only twenty- To the son-professional Reader.— 
•ight, last January, and ao aoon an old Very many peraona are laboring under the 
man ! No, you muat have thought of our impression that the Lanoet ia, and will be 
eonfere. f aolely deroted to tho medical and legal 

Hcnry~ Worden, Chary. scieneea, and that therefore its contents are 

entirely foreign to them, and from whieh 

This unfortunate man, whose attempt on can derive neither instruction nor 
the life of his son, on tho 17th day of last p ro gt. This and the first number contain- 
November, caused so much excitement cd nl0r0 medical matter than we desired, 
throughout the county, was held to trial on an d than will be found in the succeeding 
tho 7th Feb., at the Clinton county erim- J numbers of our publication. Our readers 
inal term. Assisted by Mr. M. Desmond, mnst all ^ awar0 ^ tbe difficulty attendant 
we have taken a full and minute report of I u p 0n t ny enterprise and more especially 
the evidence of the different witnesses, as on onQ of a literary character— much time 
also the addresses of the gentlemen con- mastbo devoted to the publishing depart- 
ducting the case, and the able presentment m0ntj tbe appointing 0 f agencies, &c.— 
• of the Hon. A. C. Hand, presiding judge. w0 therefore had to rely upon onr owa ex- 
Tho whole of this trial forms a sad picture er tions in preparing the two first numbers, 
of the depravity of the human heart — the though we have this day to acknowledge 
smothering of the kindlier feelings of na- the assistance of two friends, fcy their com- 
ture, by tho most malicious and diabolical m n D icati 0 ns. The Retrospect will be eon- 
passions— a father the would be murderer dacted w ; th the view gf elpreM i ng ideas 
of a son-a younger son of fourteen years, in a 8mall !pacR an d conveying them in a 
attempting the justification of a wretched 8bort time,— we shall condense tbe articles 
father, and the incrimination of an outlaw- ^ mncb as they can possibly be done, and 
ed brother — the differences which for some still retain their practical value. A large 
years past have estranged the feelings of portion of the Lancet will be appropriated 
the membcrB of the Worden family — the f or communications, whether of a purely 
powerful efforts made by the gentlemen scientific character, or of the higher branch, 
conducting the defence to impeach the es of general literature ; in this reapeet we 
evidence of reputable persons — the master- call upon our friends for such papers on 
ly prosecution— and tho verdict of the jury, arts, sciences, and belle-letters, whieh can- 
haa made it a very remarkable and interest- no t bu ^ prove highly acceptable to the 
ing case. In the next number of tho general reader. In one word, our endeav- 
Lancct, we shall present the ease to our org w ;u be directed to mako our Lancet a 
readers, premising that this will be the ! Home Journal, as interesting and varied in 
first of reports of criminal cases, whieh its character, as wo have been generously 
in their minutest details, will bo accepta- patronised by all classes of citixens. 

hie to oven the most fastidious, and we 

would deem it a favor, if gentlemen of the 1 Doctors for California. — It appears 


bar, living in the neighboring counties, that the gold country has excited cupidity 
would give ns timely notioo of tho coming in every shape. According to the French 
on of such eases, when we would in person re- papers, a certain number of adventures 
port them, or if impossible for us to be were preparing to proceed to tho Sacramen- 
present, we would make such arrrngements to, and offer their medical services to the 
as to seeuro a full and complete report of diggers. They have hit on a strange triek 


the proceedings. 

At tbe commencement of sente diseases, 
as in small-pox, distortion of the eyes indi- 
cates a violent disease, but not a fatal termi- 
nation. 


‘ by which they enrol themself clandestinely 
among tho profession. The widows of med- 
ical men are sought after, and offered very 
handsome sums for the diplomas of their 
husbands, with whieh these enterprising 
gentlemen intend to practice in California 
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We hid inticipited giving two portraits eg 
in the present number, but circumstinces at 
beyond our control, hare forced ua to post- 0I 
pone publishing the Portrait and Biograph- v! 
ioal sketch of Judge Stetson. An increase j Q 
of professional engagements, our attendance p, 
at the court of Oyer and Terminer, as evi- a | 
dence in one case, and reporter in another, li 
has not allowed ns the time required to do ti 
the justiee the honorable gentleman is en- 
titled to. » e: 

Our sketches, we hope, will be perused H 
with pleasure, and we doubt not by many j, 
with information. All, or very nearly all, 
oar prominent men cannot pride themselves 
upon a “ titled birth many have begun p 
their career from very Bmall beginnings, „ 
some from the chilling depths of poverty q 
and ignorance ; with no friends, nor the f, 
support and influence of the great and r 
powerful, to urge them on or to praise their t 
feeble efforts, they have schooled the tal- _ 
ents nature had in some instances with a j 
sparing hand bestowed on them ; the rays j 
of hope, ever bright, ever encouraging, 
smilingly illumined their path, they were g 
determined to do something, and through s 
difficulties, oppositions, and favored with r 
scanty resources, they have gradually and [ 
successfully asoended the scale of public f 
esteem and confidence, and now, pride them- £ 
selves in the enjoyment of situations of ( 
honor, wealth and influence ; how have 1 
they thus succeeded .'—they persevered ; , 
despair, if it ever enciroled them with her i 
dark and gloomy clouds, was instantaneous- , 
ly dispelled by their well applied and di- ; 
rooted energios. 

The northern counties are prominent, 
more by their political and legal men than 
by those of the medioal calling ; we are 
justly proud of them. Many know them 
as they are, but few know them as they j 
were ; they are bright examples of what a 
lofty determination will achieve ; they are 
men of the people, their public life and I 
actions are ours, and we should have just 
cause of appreciating them ; with this in- 
tention do wo take up the delicate and re- 


sponsible pen of the biographer, to present 
our readers with slight but truthful sketch- 
es of every man’s friend. In the perform- 
ance of our duty, we shall carefully endeav- 
or to discriminate betwoen just praise and 
vain flattery ; we will write with a bold and 
impartial band ; and while with a faithful 
pencil, we shall depict in our pages, one 
after another, the different phases in tha 
life of these persons, we will do it with ths 
two-fold intention, of praising them for 
their pnergy, and hold them up as bright 
examples to be followed by every on* 
whom nature has not entirely discarded in 
her gifts. 

Our readers must expect that in those 
instances where we have the advantage of 
personal acquaintance with tho originals, 
we can speak with more confidence ; in 
other cases, wo will welcome to our aid the „ 

' friendly assistance of some of the elderly 
1 residents of this and the neighboring towns, 

’ to recall to mind the days long gone bye 

■ — the days of careless, happy, and hopeful 

> j 0 uth — the days of tumult and eventful 
1 manhood. £ 

> The portrait of Dr. Mooers, is from the „ 

! graver of Wm. Roberts, Esq., of Now 

1 York, a gentleman whose artistical merits 
1 require no eulogium on our part, being, as 
l he is, one of tho first of wood portrait en- 
3 gravers in the United States. The Da- 

■ guerrcotype,a remarkably correct portrait 

f of our qjuch respected friend, was executed . 
e by Mr. William G. Brown of this village, 
j who for some years past has been pcrfect- 
r ing himself in the study and manipulations 

- of the Daguerrcan process. We feel some 

- pleasure in speaking of Mr. Brown’s por- 
trait*— the boldness of expression— the fore* 
of well relieved shadows— tho natural ease 

^ the freedom from that stiffness and can- 

e straint which so frequently destroy the effect 
of an otherwise good picture, are peculiar 
merits of this artist. We speak knowingly, 
J|on the subjects of paintings, drawings and ■ 
‘portraits. „ 

•el Judge Stetson’s portrait and biography 
d | will appear in the next number. 

rt THE HON. HENRY H. ROSS, OF 
ESSEX. 

>- We shall also in our March number pre- 
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sent tUo biographical sketch of tho above ^ the inhabitants of that large tract of land, 
named gentleman — who as a political man, at this day one of the wealthiest portions of 
a man of science and education, or in the the county. John Mooers remained three 
humble walks of a retired citizen, by com. years at Pointc-aux- Roches, during the 
men consent is ono of tho very first men last of which, his brother, the General, 
in northern New York. f erected the large white house on Cumber- 

land Head, now oceupied by A. Fbclps ; 

Our Portrait Gallery, with Biographies, the establishment at the Point was broken 

ST Horace nelson, m. D. U P> 0,6 goods being removed to Plattsburgh 

— village, John and his family settling on the 

BENJAMIN JOHN MOORES, M. D. Head. At that time one of tho first dis- 

" trict school houses was rudely built on the 

B. J. Mooers, the Dean of the Medical now occupied by W*. Hager, aDd 
profession in Clinton County, and only Jotlng Benjamin, then a boy of 12 years, 

child of John Mooers, was born in Haver- hcrc rece i TC( ] tbo ra di m enls of the English 

hill, Mass., on tho 11th Sept. 1/87. Shortly i an g Ua ge ) having, howevor, previously at- 
after, the father left Haverhill for Corinth, tended three months a school kept in the 
N. H., with the intention of bettering his harn now standing on the above farm. He 
circumstances, and there appliedhimsclf as had received a few lessons from a kind and 
a farmer , but the labor incidental to the affectionate mother, and succeeded under 
cultivation of a large farm, with the rude, her tuition, in mastering words of throe or 
cumbersome and profitless implements of foor syllables. In tho Autumn, the log 
the day ; a constitutionally feeble frame and school house being completed, the doctor 
declining health, rendered his situation pre- waa one 0 f the maDygay and happy schol- 
carioos, and filled his mind with gloomy ar5 wbo ; n after yea™ became the promi • 
thoughts relative to the futu« welfare of nent and business men of our village, and 
bis little family; when a home was kindly pMSC< J off the stage leavingfproud and re- 
tendered him by his brother, General Ben- ted Dam eg_the Woolsejs, the Platte, 
jamin Mooers, a wealthy and influential cit- and tbo ^ j aTOS 

iaen of Pointe-anx-Roehes, then Plattburgh. A t ,^3 John Mooer , dicd) aflei . 
On the 25th of March, H93 John Mooers, a fcw da ^ 9 sicknesS| lcavi bia wife , nd 
Ws wife and chtld six years old walked over chlld io d den( cirenmstanees ; depriv- 
broken and break, ng ,ce from the Grand ^ of a fathcr and protector> a outh of 
Iris, to the Northeast part of Plat.lburgh, silt who ti)1 tllat M d „ eBt h .d never 

now the East district of Bcckmantown. Dr. i i_ j * u*. . r «• 

, . . . looked to bis own energies for his support. 

Mooers father, was immediately engaged . . , . 4al , a . .. 

J 6 , anu without any settled determination, save 
by his brother, as superintendent of a busi- , ^ , . . . ... ,, . 

J . , * * , that of rendering himself capable, at sorao 

ness carried on a very extensive scale, com- - . ^ x - ,, , 

«. . . . future time, of affording resources and a 

bimng that of tradesman and manufacturer. . . .. , ® 

home to a widowed mother, lived three 
The majestic forests, with their broad and year8 witi hu uncl€) engaged in agriculto- 
doep foliago shading the sites of Chaxy, rai puraails or c jg ht mo nths of tho 

Point-aax-Roches, and Beekmantown, were 7 oa r, while in the winter he attended the 
thinly settled with a few scattering huts of 3chool of the Rev . Frederick Halsey, where 
She primitive Indians, the remains of a once be completed his English education, and 
noble and powerful race- here some squat- became familiar with tho classics The 6 th 
ters and hunters had pitched their tempora- June, 1806, he closed his engagement with 
tj tenements, reaping a rich return from the his undo and apprenticed himself to Dr. 
varied and bountiful game which enlivened John Miller, a reputable practitioner of 
every socne — and there, the log oobins of a Plattsburgh, and living in the house now 
few respectable French families, descend- occupied by G. V. Edwards, on Broad 
puts of the original settlers of Canada, were His assiduity, industry, and p«r- 
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eeverance, with advantages the most limit- 1 industry, when the fearful clouds of warfare 
ad, the fears and doubts of qualifying him- were thickly' darkening the political hori- 
telf for a profession one of the moBt honor- sons of England and America — prepara- 
able, but one of the most responsible, and (ions were being made on an extensive 
never thought of but the day previous to soale, the militia was drafted, and detatoh- 
entering the surgery of his preceptor, se- ments of the army daily arrived at our vil- 
eured for him the encomiums of his friends lago, to meet the invading foe at the 
and the encouragement of the public. The boundary line. The outposts were garris- 
President of the College of Physicians and oned by the 36th Regt. N. Y. Militia, un- 
Surgeous of New York, forwarded a ctrou- dor the command of Col. Thos. Miller, who 
lar to Or. Mooers of Champlain, chairman made Champlain his head quarters. Dr. 
of the Clinton county Medical Society, Mooers received a commission of surgeon’s 
informing him that the society was privo- mate, and ordered to report for immediate 
leged in sending to New York a student of service. Thus unexpectedly and hastily 
limited means, recommended by his moral compelled to break up his practice and 
character and industrious disposition. — attend this honorable call, he promptly took 
The invitation was tendered to young leave of his patrons, placed his patients 
Moores as tho most worthy, and who seeing under the care of another practitioner, and 
in this fortuitous call, the dawn of a cheer- repaired to head quarters, where he remain- 
ing future and the fulfilment of bis expec- j ed till the 13th Jan,, 1812. Endowed with 
tations, readily accepted the honor, and a strong constitution, and great powers of 
sailed from Plattsburgh, in Nov., in Capt, endurance, he performed with credit to 
Elijah Boynton’s sloop, for Whitehall. — himself the arduous duty which had devol- 
He spent the winter attending the lectures ved upon him, frequently visiting threo 
in the College of Physician and Surgeons, times during the day outposts and guard* 
seising every opportunity of perfecting him- thrown out several miles from head quar- 
self in his studies, and numbering among ters, apart from constant attendance at tha 
his college friends, many a student who has regimental hospital ; practising, also, ex- 
sinca become an honor to the profession, tensivcly among the inhabitants of Cham- 
and an honor to the country — among others plain and vicinity. His time of service 
the celebrated Valentine Mott, of New soon expiring, ho was requested by several 
York. At the expiration of the session in of the most influential men of that villago 
March 1809, he returned to Plattsburgh, to settle with them. His exertions were 
forced by circumstances to become a prao- also appreciated in another quarter, by 
titioner almost before a student, he was in rapid promotion, first to Regimental Snr- 
May of that year at the request of Dr. geon, and shortly afterwards to Surgeon of 
Miller, engaged in the aotive duties of his Division. Ho continued with tho Rcgt. 
profession ; sickness, disease and mortality till Nov. 1813, when tho militia being dis- 
then raging to an alarmiBg degree. He banded, he returned to Plattsburgh, 
continued the assistant of his protector and Having once more established himself 
friend till 181 i — a fow month’s relaxation in this village, on the 30th Dee., 1813, he 
allowed him time to review hit stadies, and married Mary, daughter of William Pitt 
in January 1812, submitted to an examina- Platt, Cumberland Head. He soon re 
tion beforo the county Medical Society, gained bis first position and enjoyed an 
and received his licence, secured to him extensive and lucrative practice, possess- 
after six years of close and constant study, ing to the highest degree the eonfidanee of 
two of whioh were passed in the practico those who were once his patients. I may 
of the profession. be allowed to mention a rather extraordi- 

Tbe young doctor was soon in the en- nary circumstance : when yot a young prae- 
joyment of extensive patronage, and was titioner, he was present at the birth of a 
reaping the rewards of his perseverance and child, who has since grown to He an infln- 
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ential resident of Plattsburgh, and it was j deposited with them will be forwarded to os 
bat a few days since that he attended the j and at our risk; in other cases, call upon the 
confinement of this same person’s wife, with j P. M. and leave your name and cash, if only 
her sixth child. In 1833, he received the | twenty-five cents, and he is authorised to 
honorary diploma of Dootor of Medicine, send it on. 
from the state medical society. 

Doctor Moocrs was remarkably well p « T0 ".cxDxrA*^NT, WaamsoroN, D.C. 
calculated by nature for the profession he T „, Fbakkih „ or' Letters bt Post- 
eo unexpectedly assumed; courteous to his masters. — The Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
brother practitioners, solicitous for the wel- eral. Fit* Henry Warren, in reply to a corn- 
fare of his patients, uniformly kind, gentle- muni cation relative to the right of postmas- 
manly and upright in his deportment, he is terB *° ^ ran ' c to publishers of news- 

proud in having secured the good wish* of, conaideration of the que8tion „ 

every man, and the respect of all who have t0 the rigbt of postmasters that have the 

had the advantage of knowing him, whether priviligo of franking, to frank letters to 
as a citizen or a practitioner, at home and publishers of newspapers covering money 
abroad. For some years past, lie has re- for the subscriptions of names of subscribers 
fused the practioe of surgery, devoting him- * las decided, that when the postmaster is 
to .b.t .( modi'll. 

| Dr. B. J. Mooers is now in the 63d year pro8mned from tbe f a . t , hat he frauks them, 
of his age, and daily exercising the pro* As no postmaster has any authority to frank 
fession, to the interests of which he has these communications but when he is 6uch 

successfully and unceasingly labored for ! aQ a K CD i t > > 8 P™P er re 8 ard him as act- 
. ing m that capacity when ho so conducts, 


forty years. 

To Readers and Correspondents. 


until information is received to the contrary. 
In doing this business, the postmaster must 
be regarded as entirely the agent of th« 
publisher and not of the department 


Thanks. — The Hon. G. T. Thomas ■ .. 

will accept our thanks for a copy of the MlSCellftliy. 

Proceedings of the State Medicsl Society. 

James B. Pardt, Esq., for the circular Doctors’ Bills; 

of the University of the State of New ~ . . 

v , j. I he folly of dabbling in medicine is very 

* ora ' ' pleasantly hit off in the following humorous 

Our second list of subscribers, will be piece : 
published with the third number. “About four years ago I was happily mar- 

_ ; — r . . ried to a very prudent lady, and being of 

03- Persons to whom this number is sent fi, a t deposition myself, we made a very 
by mail, should they, after reading it, not prudent couple. Some time after our 
wish to become subscribers, will please re- marriage my wife told me that doetors’ 
turn it to us, with their name written either bills were very high, and, as we oould not 
on the cover or wrapper. Postmasters, I 


should stamp all transient papers. 


thought it best to purchase some doctors’ 
books, “and thus,” said she, with a smile, 


Information for Post nailers, nnd ** we can steal their trade at once.” This 


Subscribers to Newspapers Ac- 


I agreed to, and made it my particular busi- 
ness to attend all auctions of books, in 


Our readers will perceive by the follow- ; order to buy medical books at the lowest 
ing official letter from the Department at rates. In flue, iu less than twelvemonths I 
Washington, that the postmasters have the , ^ ft d bought a couple of * Dispensatories,’ 
right of acting as agenU for publishers, un- ‘ Bo ® hl " * F«mily Fbyriclan,’ two or throe 
j a t -a e *i_ a j a a treatises on the art of preserving health, 
der authority of the post office department; by differen , „ thon| ,J en treat “£ 8 on th ’ 

many postmasters hive kindly accepted the diseases 0 f children, and divers others of 
agency for tho Northern Lancet, and monies the greatest note. My wife spent all the 
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time she could spare from her household in comparing arguments of a variety of au- 
atudying them, and as soon as my store thors, that this was the best remedy. I 
was shut up in the evening, 1 edified myself ^ld her there was no danger of such an 
with a few receipts from my Dispensatory. [ CV ent, as I had Dr. Cullen’s word for it 
“As soon as Spring arrived, my dear that it seldom attacked females; indeed, I 
wife informed me that she found it positive- waa convinced that a locked jato lady ii a 
ly enjoined by somo of our writers, that we rara a ri» in lerria. 

must swallow a large dose of cream of tar- 1 “Hitherto our family medicines were used 
tar and brimstone, to he taken every evo- w ;th confidence and satisfaction on all 
nine for three weeks, in molasses ; this the aides, till I considered one day that our 
whole family complied with ; first, I myself, family, without a doctor, had consumed 
who, being the head of the family, I reckon more medicine in one year than my father’s 
first; my wife, my, brother Dick, who lives uae d to do, with the advice of a physician 
with me, my sou and my daughter, my j n six years. But ono day, when my wife 
negro hoy, and the servant maid. This told me she tho’t it would bo well to weigh 
cure we all went through to the entire sat- 1 oor food before we eat, lest we should eat 
is faction of my wife, who h^ the pleasure . too much or too little, and that Sacruori- 
to find her medicine had the desired effect. ou9 advised it for good reasons, I got such 
“ Soon after, this contagion of reading a disgust to our scheme that I resolved 
medical books spread through all my fami- 1 gradually to abandon it. 
ly, and scarce a day passed but some of am now convinced of the truth of a 
them made use of some medicine or other, saying of a rational medical writer, * one or 
My poor brother Dick, after he had per- m0 ro things must happen to every human 
mission to read my books, had acquired a body — to live temperately, to use exercise, 
dejected countenance, the cause of which 1 to take physic, or be sick.” And 1 am 
could not conceive. At last he broke the pretty certain that if 1 and my family per- 
silence : ‘ Brother,’ said ho, (supposing 1 sevoro in the two former oourscs, we need 
had read more than himself,) ’feel my not be in danger of the two last.’’ 

pulse ; I think I have too much blood ; 

had I not better be bled ? you know that if Sir Astley Cooper, 

too much blood gets into the head, it pro- — — 

duces apoplexy ; the symptoms of its ap- In Pettigrew’s Medical Portrait Gallery, 
pcarance, says Buchan, are remarkable Part V. lately published in London, are the 
redness in the face, and you see that Is the following amusing ancodotes of the celehra- 
ease with me.’ 1 could not but laugh at ted surgeon, Sir Astley Cooper: — 
him; he was indeed red in the face, but “He received, perhaps, the largest fee 
such redness as indicated the very offspring ever given at ono time for an operation. - 
of health. Our maid, from an education at It was upon an old gentleman named Hyatt, 
a country school, had learned to read ; she who was a resident of the W est Indies, and 
earnestly requested her mistress to lend her when he had arrived at the ago of seventy, 
a doctor book to read on Sunday afternoon, being afflicted with stone in the bladder, 
This reasonable request was granted ; but, determined on going to England to undergo 
poor creature ! being not of the fairest an operation for its removal. It waa per- 
complexion in the world, sho in a little formed with his accustomed ability and upon 
while became low spirited, and finding my visiting him one day, when he was able to 
wife and myself alone one evening, sho came j quit his bed, he observed to his surgeon that 
in and ventured to express herself thus : j he bad feed his physician, but that he had 
• La, mistress, I am concerned and afraid I (not vet remunerated his surgeon, lie de- 
shall get the yellow jaunders, as 1 begin to sired to know the amount of his debt, and 
look yellow in the faoc.’ Decency prevent- 1 Sir Astley stated “ Two hundred gumea3. 
ed my smiling for awhile, but when she had | “ Pooh, pooh !” exclaimed tho old gen- 

left the room 1 could not but enjoy a laugh, tleman, “ 1 shan’t give you two hundred 
* ‘My negro % always eating roasted onions guineas — there — that is what I shall giro 
for a cold, but as he cannot read, he has you,” taking off his night-cap, and tossing 
luckily escaped every other disorder. One it to Sir Astley. . 

night as we wore about going to bed, myj “Thank you, sir,” said Sir ^Astley ; . 

wife desired me in the most serious manner, : “ anything from you is acceptable, and he 
that if she should ovor bo taken with the put the cap into his pocket, 
locked jaw that I should rub her under jaw Upon examination, it was found to coa- 
with musk, as she was convinced, from tain a check for one thousand guineas. 
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One other anecdote must be related as ter of tbo Creator’s laws. Wo present to 
singularly illustrative of his character. our readers two remarkable instances of 
Mr. Steer consulted Sir Astley at his Prof. Agassiz’ suocess in this department of 
own residence, and having received his ad- scientific effort. At tho meeting of the 
vice, departed without giving tho usual fee. British Association for tha advancement of 
Sis Astley took no notice of this, but gave science at Dublin, in 1835, after the Profea- 
him his assistance cheerefully, under a feel- sor had entertained the association wiih an 
ing that he was a gentleman who had seen account of his labors, he was naked if bo 
better days, but xvas now in different cir- could tell what forms would be found in any 
cumstanccs. Shortly after, however, Sir strata, though he had seen no species from 
Astley received a note, acquainting him that strata. He replied that ho thought bo 
that on going to the Stock Exchange, he could. He was then asked what sort of fish 
found that he had some omnium, which bad would be found in the new red sandstone 
disposed of, and that he had taken the lib- and carboniferous beds. He had never seen 
erty to put £3000 of it in his name *, and any specimens from those beds, but from 
finding that it had soon after risen, he took the knowledge he possessed respecting forma 
the further liberty of selling it for him, and which were ftond in other strata, he went to 
now sent him tho difference, which was the blackboard and delineated the forms of 
£03 3s. those species which he supposed would bo 

Sir Astley’s amount of fees far exceeds found in the above named beds. No sooner 
that of any member of the profession. In had he done this than Captain Portlock 
one year ho received no less a sum than brought forward some fine fossil specimens 
£21,000, and for many years from £15,000 from these identical strata. When compared 
upward. His patients have comprised all with the figures which the Professor had 
classes of society, and his attention was be- drawn, the coincidence was found to he 
stowed equally on tho indigent. complete. This exhibition of skill and tal- 

cut called forth from the most learned and 

Wonderftil.resulti of Science. scientific body in Europe the greatest ap- 

' plausc and admiration. The problem was 

In his last lecture at the high school, 0D0 0 f niog t difficult that could liars 
Professor Agassiz gave an interesting exbi been presented — tho solution was as perfeot 
bition of his skill in comparative anatomy. as tho prob i em wa3 difficult. 

Some bones of a remarkable character were Some years ago, some single scales of a 
recently dug up in \ ermont, iu constructing , oev species of fossil fish fell into the hand 
the Rutland & Burlington Hailroad. These of p ro f ossor Agassiz. No individual of tho 
bones were first examined by Rev. Mr 

• species had ever been seen. From those 
Thompson, of Burlington, and supposed to goalee the Professor proceeded to restore 
'bo tho remains of a while. 1 hey were tlie he drew out in full the form of the 
found ten or twelve feet below the surface fish from the 8Ca l ea> a8 ho thought it would 
of tho earth, in what geologists call the most be fom ,j t j bo sh aid the fish itself ever bo 
pliocene strata— that is, the port,™ of tho discovered. T wo years after the whole fish 
earth’s crust which has been recently depos- was nctua i] y f oun J. When compared with 
ited. .^f'er devoting three days to the ex- ,| !C drawing, the drawing was found to he 
amination of these bones, Prof. Agassiz con - 1 an acC urato representation of the fish. — 
elusively proved them to bo the bones of a xhesc tnay souad ^ i& e c tfish st orics 
species of whale nearly allied to the black i ^ are true. These things were not 
fish. The living animal must have been ( dt>ne iu secret. YVc have seen the drawing 
twelve or fifteen feet in length. The whole 1 and ‘ thc f 0M a and should be very thank- 
process of restoring the animal from tho if we CO uld make as accurate a drawing 
bones which were put into the hands of the Wlth tll0 f 08sd bcforc m To t ] 103e wbo 
Professor was carefully and minutely ex- may ndicolo or disbelieve what we have 
planned to thc school. To one who has stated, we would say in ibe triumphant lan- 
givcn no attention to the subject of compar- guage of thc of the Professor^espceting his 
ative anatomy, it may seem impossible that g i ac i a i theory, “ come and sec "— got rid of 
from a few bones, or in some cases, from a testimony of your own eyes if you can. 
single bone, entire animals may be restored. I Cambridge Chronicle . 

* Strange as it may seem, it has often been t 

done, and with a degree of accuracy that ex- The conscientious physician is just nt 
cites surprise. The fact that it can be done guilty of the death of his patient as the still- 
only shows the fixed and invariable charac- born child i« of thc death of its mother. 
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 

DKLIVERED XT 

THE UNIVERSITY 0> LONDON. 

B» PROFESSOR A. T. THOMSON. 

Lecture III. 

Surgeons attending Duels. — Confessions under 
Doubts', of the loss of lift. — Inadequate Med- 
ical Evidence at Inquests. — Circumstances 
srhicH render Medical mm incompetent Wit- 
nesses. — Personal Interest in a verdict . — 
Proofs of Legal Medical Qualification . — 
Demeanor in giving Evidence.— -Slander on 
Medical Character. 

Gentlemen : — In my .laet.fecWre I men- 
tioned the case of Mr. Pettigrew, tbo sur- 
geon, who was kindly cautioned by the 
Judge; in a trial for murder by duelling, to 
be extremely cadtions it t answering ques- 
tions which might criminate himself, as 
every surgeon who wont out with a party 
about to fight a duel, being antecedently 
privy to the intention, was an aider and 
abetter of tho murder ; Iratl forgot to state 
that a surgeon of considerable eminence, 
tho lato Mr. Heaveaido, who attended, in 
his professional capacity, a duel between 
Colonel Montgomery and Captain Mac- 
Nomara, in which the Colonel .fell, was, on 
this account, aotually arrested and sent to 
Newgate, under a warrant from tbo civil 
magistrate He remained in priaotr until 
the grand jury had rejected the indictment. 

Many cases might be brought forward 
to illustrate the necessity of dying declara- 
tions being rcoeWod only under the full 
conviction that the parties making thorn aye 
aware that death is inevitable, as otherwise 
they cannot be received os evidence, in 
any legal investigations into the point at 
issue. It is scarcely necessary to say, that 
no part of tho duty of medical men demands 
feora discretion and sounder judgement, 
than the reoetring such declarations from 
dying men. 1 cannot exemplify this re- 
mark better than by bringing before you 
the evidence of a most respectable physi- 
cian, Dr Darling, on the trial of Mr 
Cbristie and Mr Trail, for the murder of 


Mr. Scott, who fell in f dtfeJ frith Mr. 
Christie, to whom Mr. Trail was Second. 
Dr. Darling was fiiqt present at the duel, 
but he afterwards professittmflfy attended 
Mr. Scott. He wa? put fnto fho witness’ 
box Id detail tho dying declaration of faia 
unfortunate patient, with the view of iden' 
tifying (ho prisoners as tho murderers of 
that gentleman ; but his statement Was not 
received as evidecnce, becauso tbs language 
of Dr. Darling to his patient had kept alive, 
in Mr. Stott’s mlfid, d faint ray of Pope of 
recovery,. “Tho deceased,” said Dr. 
Darting, in reply to a question pat by the 
coart, as to too precise condition of Mr. 
Scott at (ho moment of bis making his dec- 
laration fo. tbo Witness,— “ tho deceased 
asked me,” said he, “ if his wound was 
necessarily mortal. Upon which 1 told 
him that his ease was one of extreme dan- 
ger ; but that Cffc're had been instances 
where persons tad recovered under such a 
wound.” To wbioh Mr. Scott feplifcd, “ I 
am satisfied.” As this conversation took 
place before the unfortunate gentleman 'f 
statement, which was to have been deliver- 
ed in evidence, was made, Lord Tenderdcn 
and Mr- Justice t’ark considered that it 
could not be admitted as evidence, because 
the remark of (he physician was calculated 
Co kindle a ray of hope in tho mind of the' 
dying man ; thence his declaMtiofi' could 
not be truly affirmed to have been' mads in 
articulo mortis. 

Mr. Amos, u> _hts published lectures, 
mentions another instance of the abeolutPb 
necessity of the conviction of the immediate 
approach of death on tho mind of the de- 
ponent, before the dying declaration can be 
admitted as evidence. A female died by 
taking poison at the instigation of the father 
of her child, which was illegitimate. Shu 
related all the circumstances shortly before 
her death ; but bur declaration was not ad- 
mitted as evidence, because after it was 
made she had requested that more medicine 
should be sent for ; a circumstance which 
afforded the presumption that some idea of 
recovery then existed in her mind, and that 
the declaration was not delivered until after 


Digitized by Google 



NOBTHKBK LANCXT. 


every gleam of Wbpe was,extinfpushed.i affori^ no fatisfeotoryiproflf j(h4 t|e #«tb 
These instauoes are sufficient to display of the woman was tho result of swallowing 
to you, gentlemen, the line of conduct that aciil. A paper waa found, tom, haring 
which ougltt to he pursued in taking dying the word “ Pols, oral.” printed upon it. — 


declaration*. ( r, , /s'i , » • > jXhif atrMftheoad tha suspicion that oxalio 

The competency cf medical witnettes, as acid waa Me poison which the unfortunate 
I have already stated, is founded upon the woman had taken ; but it afforded no real 
same circumstances wbieb attach to ordi- cridence of the fact, as the body was not 
■ary witnesses, namely, thd ability to an- opened, which wan requisite, to determine 
twer the questions put to them ; but in this not only the feet of poisoning, hut also to 
respect, there must ho some modification ascertain the cause. It was asserted, also, 
of the ordinary mode of judging, inasmuch j that she was ia the family way, an assertion 
u the witness is called upon to speak both iwbich the post-mortem examination jrpjgld 
to /acts and to opinions. Verdicts, never- j have determined ; but the only evidence to 


medical evidence. In proof of this asscr- ' tho jury brought in a verdict — “That tho 
than 1 will non lay before you an examination deceased had died from taking oxalic acid, 
at an inquest, on the body of a woman being at the time in a state of temporary 
named Elmabcth Hillier, who was supposed derangement,” Now, let ns examine the 
to have committed suicido by taking oxalic; grounds upon which this verdict rested. 
lc jd. [ 1. Tbcro wart no evidence that she was 

The deoeased was nineteen year* ofj poisoned, exoept the presumptiveevidenee, 
ago. I must he excused from naming the, that she was apparently well an boor 


ftgo. 1 UlUSl DO CXGuoCu irom naming urn, -uau nine wtm «u uvui 

practitioner who waa examined in this case ; ' before she died ; that she suddenly died ; 
although if I named him I could not be j and further, that a gtass with some strong 
accused of any unfriendly fooling, as 1 have acid waa found neat her 
never *con him, and only saw the statement 2. No evidence was advanced to prove 
of the inquest in the public newspapers ; it the nature of that acid, except the paper 
occurred several years ago. Neither do l! which was found with the words ‘“Pois. 
intend to impugn the correctness of the oxal.” upon it. 

vesdict, but merely to comment upon the | 3. There was not one tittle of evidence 

evidence, as in my opinion the verdict was that she was deranged, 
not legal, if founded on Ihe medical teatf- 4. The cause of the suicide — if it were 
monv, suicide — was not investigated. ru 

Thu medical gentleman called in, when Need' 1 add, gentlemen, how disgraceful 
(ho effects of the poison were demonstrated, such a proceeding was, both to the proles- 
found a glass which contained 4 few drops sional witness and to the eourt ? 
of some strong acid, and he also perceived The circumstances that render" witnesses 
that the gown of the deceased displayed; incompetent, and which sqrply to medical 
marks of an acid having been dropped on j as well aa to ordinary witnesses, are— - - 


marks of an acid having been dropped on 
it. This evidence was sufficient to verify 
the suspicion that the poison was an acid ; 


1. Defect of reason or understanding. •' 

2. Defect of religiou* principle, on the 


bnt it was defective, inasmuch as no exp. r- , correct plea that nothing ean bind tbo con- 
Apicnts Were made to determine the kind science of Atheists and Infidels, who pro- 
*of acid. Jf only a single drop of the solu- ! fess no religion, to speak the truth. 


lion remained in the glass, or if there had| 3 Conviction of certain crimes and in* 
been no Other evidence hut the marks on fianyof character. 

fire gown, the witness should have deter- 4. Interest; that Is, where there is * 
mined, by experiment, the nature of the certain benefit or disadvantage to the Wit- 
tc jd I ness attending the consequences of the 

The second port of bis evidence went to cause in oneway, 
state, that the woman might hare died from I shall only notico the last of these cir- 
taking a strong acid ; but this could only cumstanees, because tho others do not re 
be determined by opening the body, which fer more particularly to medical than to 
was not done. The fact of the acid found general witnesses. Let us supposo a ques- 
in tho glass, and of the marks on the gown, tron to arise, whether a testator was capable 
was demonstrative only that an acid had" of executing a will. It is justly presumed 
been used by tho deceased; but these fads that a “professional' witness, a medical 
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man, lias an interest in proving the capacity, 
tor the feet that he had witnessed a wilt, 
executed by one utterly incapable of making 
one, would affect his professional ebu&e- 
Ihr.*’ Starkio, from whom this remark was 
token, adds*—’ “ Snch observations apply 
only In those case* of doabt and suspicion 
where the evidence is of a conflicting na- 
tarre. ,, 

K gain ; let us suppose another asc, — 
Two medical urea are practising in tire same 
country town ; a case occurs in which the 
testimony of the one is required, and the 
other is the defendant. In such a case the 
medical witness cannot be said to be a dis- 
interested individual, and consequently his 
testimony ought to be regarded as involving 
a doubt, and should be received with much 
caution. 

The quantity of interest involved in the 
issue does not alter the incompetency ; a 
person who loses or who gain* the smallest 
sum hy the event of a law snit, whatever 
may be hi* rank, fortune, or character, is 
as incompetent' to give evidence as one 
who may be interested to the amount of 
thousands If interest disqualifies in any 
case, it must he in all, as it is impossible, 
by any scale, to measure the different 
effect* it may have on different minds. In 
the last «m« which I have supposed, the 
interest is not immediate ; but, neverthe- 
less, it is sufficient to influence the testi- 
mony of a man not striotly conscientious. 

The fiust of a witness being a medical 
man may ,be questioned, in which it is 
necessary to prove the qualification of the 
Witness. The common seal of the Compa- 
ny of Apothecaries, in London, is regar ded 
as sufficient proof of the authenticity of the 
certificate to which such seal is affixed; 
the degree of “ Doctor of Medicine ” may 
be proved by the original book of the Uni- 
versity, in whiah the entry of the degree is 
contained ; or, if this be not easily procur- 
ed, it may he proved by an examined copy 
of that hook. If the diploma be put in as 
proof, and it bear the University seal, then 
the instrument must be properly authenti- 
sated and proved by legal evidence ; the 
seal moat be authenticated by one who 
knows it .to be the seal of the University 
if the instrument is produced as a copy of 
tha original act of the University, it must 
he proved in the usual way as a copy. It 
oamaot be proved hy a certificate from the 
professors, testifying the granting of the di- 
ploma, .in d the affixing of the University 
seal. •• ■ u' 

I have only further to add, in reference 


to the examination of medical witnesses , 
the necessity of maintaining a becoming de- 
meanor in delivering testimony, as toe op- 
posite proceeding not only reflects disoTed- 
it on toe individual, but on the profession, 
and this refers both to the examination-in- 
ch ief and to toe cross-examination. An 
over-forward and hasty aeul on the part of 
toe witness to giving testimony which will 
benefit the party whose witness he is ; any 
exaggeration of circumstances ; a relue- 
tanec in giving adverse evidence ; his slow- 
ness in answering ; evasive replies ; his 
affectation of not hearing, or not understan- 
ding the questions for tho purpose of gain- 
ing time to consider tbe effect of his answer ; 
precipitancy in answering, without waiting 
to hear or understand toe nature of the 
questions; inability to detail any circum- 
stances wherein, if bis testimony were un- 
true, he would be open to contradiction ; or 
forwardness in minutely detailing those 
where he knows contradiction to be impos- 
Bible ; and, finally, as affectation of indiff- 
erence, are all, to a greater or less extent, 
marks of insincerity. On the other hand, 
promptness and frankness in answsriug 
questions, without regard to consequences, 
and especially an unhesitating readmes* in 
stating all the circumstances attending the 
transaction, by whiah the witness may open 
a wide field of contradiction if hit testimony 
bo false, are, as well as numerous other* of 
a similar nature, strong internal indication* 
of sincerity. . 1 * • 

la medical witnesses, nothing is so im- 
portant as a besoming demeanor. What 
can bo more annoying to a high-minded 
medical practitioner, than the rebuke of a 
judge to a member of toe profession > On 
tho trial of Donnell for toe mnrder of Mrs. 
Downing, at Launceston, in March, 1817, 
Mr. John Tucker, a surgeon at Exeter, 
was asked — “ Now, supposing a person to 
have retchings and purgings tor several 
hours* and tbit you found these attended 
with frequent and fluttering pulse, in (hat 
state of the illness, what should you have 
prescribed •” He replied, “ 1 should have 
proscribed diametrically opposite to the 
prescription of Or. Edwards ; I should eotf 1 
aider that proscribed by Dr. Edwards a* 
adding weight to a porter’s bock." The 
judge, Mr. Justice Abbot, rebuked tbs 
witness in these words! — “Don’t speak 
metaphorically ; yon are speaking just now 
of a gentleman of experience and respecta- 
bility ; I don’t wish yon to conceal your 
opinion, but only to speak it ia different 
language.” D helonr* to tbe prudence of 
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(be judge to cheek such testimony, but it 
would bis more honorable to the profession 
that tbo exorcise of his power was not Call- 
ed forth. 

1 have now to conclude these remarks 
with one topis of deep interest to us all, 
inasmuch as it is natural for every one to 
desire to appear in a proper point of view 
in society, ) mean slander in medical char- 
actor. Now, as the law permits no man 
to take away the moral reputation of anoth- 
er man, which to good men is dearer than 
life:" 

'■ vyhe auak m r puns weak mail, 'da eenclhinc, wslilni . 

*Twm mint, 'tia hie, aqd baa been slate to ibouaanda ; 

But he I battle l tea from mo mj food name, 

Rob* mo of that, which no* enriches him, 

And makpa mo poor Indeed." 

So the law, also, protects the medical man 
in his professional reputation. An action 
may be brough t against any person for calling 
medical practitioner a quack ; but in prov- 
ing the libel a legal qualification must be 
prorod. When too plaintiff's qualification 
depends on some documentary appointment, 
proof of tbo validity of this must bo made 
evident, and is iqdispensible in conscqnence 
of tbo ayerments iq the declaration. So, 
in defending bis character, a medical prac- 
titioner (suppose a pbysician) alleging that 
be had duly taken the degreo of Doctor 
of Medicine , the allegation must bo strict- 
ly proved by formal proof of the degree ; 
and the same, if the practitioner bo a 
licensed apothecary, by the license of the A- 
potheoarios’ Company. In a case Pitchford 
v. (dutch, tried before Mr. Justice Puller, 
the judge pronouneed that proof of the 
plaintiff having practised as a physician 
was not sufficient ; and that it was neces- 
sary to produce the diploma. This shows 
the importance of thnso documents, which 
jiavo beeu too often termed useless pieces 
■if parchment, at least as long as the pres- 
ent law of libel exjsts. 

Gentlemen : as your testimony, whatever ' 
bs the nature of the cases that demand it, 
is generally required for the express pur. 
pose pf supporting some point in legal in- 
vestigations, it is proper that yon should 
have an idea of the naturo of the various 
courts of justice to which you may be sub- 
pomaed. !u my endeavor to offer you this 
information, however, it is not requisite, 
nor wuuld it be proper, to occupy your 
time in many details, highly interesting in 
themselves, but which belong rather fo the 
lawyer than to the medical jurist. Neither 
ia it necessary to mention many courts ; 
those only in which you arc likely to appear 
shall h« briefly touched upon. 


AlJ courts m»7 h« arranged pnder two 
heads, namely, civil and criminal; — A 
Court is defined (by Judge Blackstone) to 
bo “ a place wherein justioe is judicially 
administered : and, as by our excellent 
constitution the sole exeentive power of 
the laws is invested in the person of the 
king, it will follow that all courts of justice, 
which are the media by which he adminis- 
ters the laws, are derived from the power 
of (bo crown. For whether created by act 
of parliament, or letters patept, or subsist- 
ing hf prescription (the only methods by 
which any courts of judicature can exist,! 
the king’s consent in the two former is ex- 
pressly, and in tho latter impliedly, given 
In all these courts tbo king is supposed, ip 
contemplation of the law, to be always 
present ; but as that is, in fact, impossible, 
he is there represented by his judges, whose 
power is only an emanation of the royal 
prerogative.” This definition gives ap 
accurate idea of the reason of the term 
which is bestowed upon all poorts, ancient 
or nioderp, which possess the power of fin- 
ipg, imprisoning, or inflicting penal punish- 
ment, namely, King's Courts. These aro, 
in every instance, also, Courts of HecardL ; 
that is, courts, in which the acts and judi- 
cial proceedings arc enrolled, in parchment, 
for a perpetual memorial and testimony. — 
Whatever, therefore, i* said or done, ip 
such courts relevant to the cause at iasuo, 
may at any future time, be brought forward 
for or against any plea that may be at any 
time Bet up, 1 mention this, gentlemen, 
particularly to show you, that your testi- 
mony, delivered in these courts, is put upon 
record, and remains as an everlasting me- 
morial agaiDSt you, if it display either ig- 
norance or an intention to deceive. 

Courts not of .Record are, in some in- 
stances, also King's Courts; hot they can- 
not imprison a party for min-atteeiasce, 
nor for a bare disobedience of their orders. 
Record and not of Record is founded on 
strict justice ; fpr as the latter are chiefly 
baronial, or private courts, it will be highly 
improper to entrust them with any discre- 
tionary power over the fortunes or liberty 
of any man. 

In every superior court, although a plain- 
tiff, or a person criminally arraigned, tnay 
manage his own cause, yet for the conve- 
nience of the public as well as the sailors, 
it has been enstomary to seek the remediee 
which these courts afford in cases of injury 
through others, whose business it is to en- 
quire into all the facts of each complaint, 
and to support or destroy it, by the state- 



1 ■ ! ■' - — . - . . ~ 

L/uHAL DKPATMENT. 69 


incuts and evidence that they aro thus en- 
abled to lay before the judges and juries. — 
These officers arc named Attornios, and 
Advocates or Counsel. 

The former, tho attorney, is a person 
who stands instead, or tnrn, of another, to 
manage bis matters of law. Medical wit- 
nesses have something to do with these 
officers, for, as they collect .al) the facts of 
the complaint, or, as it is technically term- 
ed, the count, or tale, and also those of tho 
dcfcnco or justification or defence set up, 
the testimony upon which tho future oral 
examination of the witness is to be founded 
is generally taken down in writing by tho 
attorney previous to the trial. It behoves 
you, therefore, to recollect consistency in 
tho details which you make to an attorney 
to carry on a cause, and that which yon 
deliver in open court. In taking down 
testimony, attomics occasionally may mis- 
tako the meaning of expressions; thence 
the necessity of reading over yourselves the 
Written testimony before Bigping it. 1 say 
yourselves because it is not unusual to have 
it read over to the witness, either by the 
attorney or his clerk ; a practice which is 
fraught with many inconveniences, as far as 
relates to medical testimony. 

It is, however, with the advocate that 
medical witnesses arc chiefly coneorned. — 
Of whatever rank the advocate or counsel 
is, whether barrister or sergeant, if he un- 
dertake to plead ho is bound by a solemn 
oath to do his duty to his client. The 
barrister stands, in fact, in tho shoes or 
place of fito suitor, whether plaintiff or de- 
fendant, in every case of civil law ; and, 
consequently, the suitors, like the depend- 
ants of the ancient Roman orators, aro 
called their clients. In criminal cases tho 
counsel arc present with the accused to aid 
nr to counsel, pr to get far the crown when 
it is the pab)ie prosecutor. Like physicians 
in our profession, they cannot maintain an 
action Kir fcoB, which are supposed to be 
given, not as salary or hire, but as nti hon- 
orary gratuity, which a barrister cannot de- 
mand without degrading himself; “ and, in 
order to cncourago due freedom of speech 
in the lawful defence of their clients, and 
at the same timo give a check to the un- 
seemly licentiousness of prostitute and il- 
liberal men, (a few of whom may sometimes 
insinuate themselves even into the most 
honorable professions), it bath been holden 
that a counsel is not answerable for any 
matter by him spoken, relativo to tho cause 
in hand, and suggested in his client’s in- 
structions, although it should reflect upon 


the reputation of another, and even provo 
absolutely groundless ; hat if be mentions 
an untruth of his own invention, or even 
npon instructions, if it bo impertinent to 
the cause in hand, he is then liable to an 
action from tho party injured. Counsel 
guilty of deceit or collusion, are punishable 
by the statute of Wcstm. 1, 3 Kdw. I., o. 
29, with imprisonment for a year and a 
day ; and to perpetual silence in tho oourta, 
a punishment still sometimes inflicted for 
gross misdemeanors in practice.” 

1 mention this liberty of speech allowed 
to counsel, because it is often acted npon 
without due discretion, »nd generally with 
severity, towards medical men ; barristers 
being well aware of tho great weight of their 
cyidcnco, when the character of tho witness 
stands well in tho estimation of tho public. 
There is, also, a general difference and im- 
portance given to the opinions of medical 
witnesses by juries ; thence the counsel ot 
tho adverse parties always endeavor to 
weaken the importance of medical testimo- 
ny, if tho witness be a young practitioner 
and little known, by attempting to lower 
his professional character. It is a great 
trial of patienco to an honornblo minded 
man to ho obliged to sit and listen to snch 
insinuations, as arc often thrown oht against 
him by counsel in open court ; but although 
he cgnnot rise in his place in court to re- 
but them, yet ho has a claim npon the pro- 
teption of tho court, which he can demand 
whenever he is pat into tho witness box, 
and in tho samo manner he can provent the 
counsel from brow beating him in croas- 
cxsminatlon. 

Besides attorules and counsel, juries 
often put questions to witnesses. The jury, 
you are well aware, is s body of twolvo, or 
more, respectablo men, selected according 
to an ancient custom among all uorthern 
nations, to hear the merits of tho case and 
to pass judgment upon it. “ The plead- 
ings are opened to them by counsel on that 
side which holds the sffirmatire of the ques- 
tion at issne, but as in law the issne is always 
said to lie, tho proof on the samo side is 
required and gone through ; sod when it 
is completed, the counsel on the other side 
opens tho adverse epee, and supports it I* 
evidence ; and lastly, tho party which be- 
gan is again heard by way of reply.” In 
this investigation there are many “ niceties 
and distinctions of wbat is, or is uot, legal 
cvidcnco to a jury,” some of which it is 
requisite yon should know, and they shall 
bo brought before you in their proper 
places. 
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The judges are appointed to regulate the 
wholo proceedings, to expound the lav as 
applicable to the facta, and to deoido upon 
all interlocutor; matters whioh arise collat- 
erally in the course of the trial. 

iRMtorttd uprcasljr tor tt« NorUicm Laficot hJ LwJ G*- 

icttc.] 

Trial TIf Henry Worden, 

FOR ASSAULT AND BATTERY WITH INTENT 
TO MURDER, JcC., GILBERT WORDEN. 

STATEOF NEW YORK, Clistos County. »s. 
The People, V At a Court of Oyer 
ts. ^ and Terminer and gen- 

Henry Worden. J eral Jail delivery, hold- 
nn at the Court Houso in the town of 
Plattsburgh, m and for the County of Clin- 
ton, on the 4th day of February, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty, before Augustus C. Hand, 
Esquire, a Judge of the Supreme Court of 
the Stato of New York, io the fourth cir- 
cuit presidiag,and Lemuel Stetson, County 
Judge, and Jons W. Havens aDd Robert 
Berkkly, Esquires, Associate Justices, of 
the County of Clinton aforesaid. 

Tho following persons were empannelled 
as Jurors ; 

Pliny Moore, Parmer, Champlain. 

Chandler C. Stearns, Parmer, Champlain. 

J B Hathaway, Mechsnie.Sehuyter Falls 
Thomas Dodds, Fanner, Champlain. 

A. J. Barlow, Parmer, Black Brook. 

George W. Day, Mechanic, Plattsburgh. 

Ptukely Arnold, Farmer, Schuyler Falla. 

Richard Thcw, Farmer, Ansablo. 

Miles Flak. Farmer, Chary. 

James Cnrney, Parmer, Bookmantown. 

Samuel Hay, Farmer, Mooers. 

Lysander Oliver, Farmer, Bookmantown. 

The prosecution was conducted by L. D. 
Brock, Kaq., District Attorney, assisted by 
S. B. M. Bsckwitii, Esq. 

Tho defence by G. Beckwith, Esq., as- 
sisted by D. B. McNeil audl'.F. Tabor, 
Esqrs. 

L. D. Brock. Henry Worden, the pris- 
oner at tho Bar, is arraigned for the erime 
of attempting the life of Jijs son Gilbert. — 
Tho occurrence took placo at Chaay, eight 
miles north of this Village, on the 17th of 
November last. The same day he was ar- 
rested and lodged in the County Jnil, where 
he has since remained. The evidence for 
the people will prove most clearly and mc*t 


satisfactorily, that tho attack was unwar- 
ranted. Gilbert Worden, had been living 
with his father during the summer, and wsa 
peaceably engaged, assisted by three friends, 
in removing Ida property ; — without any 
canse, without any warning, save that of 
the mother, whose words had been scarcely 
spoken, Henry Worden, tho prisoner be- 
fore you, steps out, and in cool blood and 
hellish determination, shoots down his son. 
The deed committed, is he repentant ? — 
No. Gilbert, bleeding and crippled, is or- 
dered by a brute of a parent, fo leave the 
premises immediately, or he will complete 
the work of murder, by firing a hall through 
his heart. And more, with pistol in hand, 
he attempts, three or four times, to fire at 
the young men, the friends of his son. Not 
a step was taken, not a motion was made 
during that day, hut tho prisoner had tho 
murderous instrument at hand. Wbat has 
been his conduct while in confinement I— 
His cursings and ravings oould be heard 
throughout tho house, and at this very mo- 
ment of standing his trial, he swears venge- 
ance and blood upon those who were instru- 
mental in bringing him to justice, and against 
those whoso evidenoc will make him sulfur 
the penalty of forfeited laws. What is 
Henry Worden’s character ■■■ — the most ir- 
ritable mind, the most venations temper, 
allied to a natural disposition for quarrel- 
ling and threatning, has made him the terTor 
of his family, aud the dread of his neigh- 
bors. His oonduot has estranged the feel- 
ings of tho members of his family — he has 
forced some of his children to seek shelter 
elscwhero. Gilbert Worden, bjs oldest son, 
was leaving bis inhospitable roof, and was 
peaceably removing the little worldly goods 
he possessed, when his father opposes him 
against gll law and justioe, and though ha 
did not )cill him, he has inflicted ap injury 
the son will carry to the grave, the murder- 
ous stain of the hands of a maddened fath- 
er. Thero are witnesses to prove that the 
deed was premeditated, on the part of the 
father, and wholly unexpected on thet of 
the son. Had they anticipated such an oc- 
currence would they have gone and wicked- 
ly Jcopardiied their lives for a colt and a 
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few alioep f No, they would not. They 
would bare resorted to legal proceedings to 
obtain and remove tbo property ; and had 
they gone with the intention of provoking 
an altercation, they would have been pre- 
pared to meet the prisoner on the same 
grounds. Joodt . \.aU .. n't 

The first witness we shall examine will 
be |oah|Stl 

Renselaer Olives, by L. D. Groce. — 
I lire in Chary, near the Brick Tavern ; 1 
know Henry Worden and his son Gilbert ; 
was present at the time of the occurrence ; 
I had been working for Gilbert for some 
time previous, and assisted him in remov- 
ing the things from bis father’s house ; 1 
was told to go for tbo cattle ; Henry Wor- 
den came out and asked me wbero I was 
going, when 1 answered that I was going 
for the sheep; Henry Worden said that 
they were on the east side of the hill ; I 
went on the farm with Gilbert Worden, Lo- 
renzo Dow Worden and Seymour Monty; 
I went, caught the sheep and tied them, 
while Gilbert was gone for the cow ; Lo- 
renzo then remained with the sheep ; S. 
Monty came with the wagon and helped 
load the sheep ; the colt was tied at the 
back end of the wagon ; Gilbert was driv- 
ing the cow towards the house, and being 
about twenty rods off, Mrs. Henry Worden 
cams out of the house and said not to take 
the colt and heifer away, that Mr. Worden 
would shoot us, and that we had nothing to 
do with them ; Gilbert had gone to the 
barn for the cow. Worden came from 
round tho north-east corner of the house, 
with his gun m his hand ; the house stands 
some three rods from the road ; there arc 
two barns on Worden’s farm, one north west 
and the other north-cast from the house ; 
Worden saw Gilbert coming from the bam 
driving the cow ; he raised his gun saying 
with an oath “ I’ve a good mind to shoot 
you from here.” Gilbert had hired the 
cow the day bsforo. Worden walked on a 
few rods farther towards the wagon, and 
went to take hold of the colt; the colt 
backed and fell dou n ; Lorenzo spoke and 
said “ Father, the colt will break his ucck.” 
Gilbert was at tho time cast of the wagon, 


driving the cow, he spoke out, “ Father, let 
the colt aloue the old man replied by 
taming round and saying to his wife, 
“ Mother, get out of the way, I’m going to 
shoot him ;” eho was nearly in range with 
Gilbort, she stepped aside, he raised his 
gun and fired ; Gilbert was three -or foar 
rodB from his father ; I saw him fall down ; 
Worden told L. Worden, S. Monty and 
myself to clear ont of bis premises, or that 
he would put a ball through us ; as 1 walked 
by him he drew a pistol from his breast and 
snapped it at me ; 1 ran, he chased me, 
snapped again and tben turned back ; 1 ran 
on to the maiu road ; Worden went back 
in the house and brought ont a table and a 
broom ; bis gun was on the table ; he sot 
the things down in the road, and said if any 
one went back to help Gilbort he would 
put a ball through him ; he then went into 
the bouse and raised the chamber window ; 
he had his gun with him up stairs. I went 
home, half a mile off. When 1 returned, 
Worden was feeding bis hogs, he had bis 
gun in one hand ; Gilbert was then at my 
father's ; old Worden said, young man, let 
me oatch you on my premises ; my father’s 
bouse is across the road, to the south-east, 
and some tenor twelve rods from Worden's. 
When 1 first ran away, Gilbert wae on the 
ground; S. Monty was still there ; the old 
man ohased me off ; 1 went home to get 
help to assist Gilbert ; he was that day 
moving to my father’s ; tho day before ho 
was Iking with Worden ; Gilbert Was car- 
rying on part of Worden’s farm ; when 1 
went home, Gilbert was on the front sido 
of the bed, crying and complaining. 

Cross-examined by G. Beckwith.— 
Gilbert married say sister. Worden did 
not appear to oppose our taking the sheep 
and cow, it was only tbo heifer and colt ho 
did not wish us to touob. Gilbert carao to 
his father’s in time to do spring work. I 
had no club when 1 first went there, they 
wero picked up in the field, to drivo the 
cattle. 1 was at a short distance from the 
eolL I never struck at old Worden. I 
don’t know if Lorcnio threw a stone . Gil- 
bert had a stick in his hand to drive the 
cow. Think not he threatened ike old man 
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1 did not know that there w u to be ■ fight 
for taking the colt nod heifer a#ay. Oil* 
bert had been forbidden to Cotfio there aftd 
get them. Wa all throo worked for Gilbert, 
and were helping him to more his things. 

1 bad alupped working forjhim tho day be- 
fore. YYTion Worden camo otrt of the 
bouse with bis g«n, ho' did not forbid Os 
touching the celt or heifer, hit wordd shoot 
aomo of us If Wo drovo them. There has 
been much difficulty between Worden’s 
family and ours. Somethne before, 1 had 
beard that Worden had said that Gilbert 
should not drivo off the colt nor heifer. 1 
don’t know if Lorenzo went away. 

Sxtmocr Mowtt, examined by L. D. 
Brock. I know both parties. 1 lived 
with Gilbert last November; Gilbert mov- 
ed tho 16th and finished on tho 17th of that 
month, that day 1 went with him and others 
to get tho rest of his furniture, also the 
sheep, cow, heifer and colt ; I started to go 
for the sheep ; Worden camo out and wanted 
to know whoro I was going, 1 told him for 
the sheep, he said they wero on tho cast 
side of the hill ; caught the sheep and tied 
them ; there Were ffvc sheep. Gilbert fofd 
me to go in his father’s house, get the hal- 
ter and catch tho eott ; went whore (he 
sheep were and loaded them into the Wagon, 
drove on where they were catching the colt. 
Lorenzo helped to put tho sheep in the 
Wagon Drovo to tho north end of the 
lot to get tho colt and heifer. I put the 
halter on the colt and tied him behind 
the wagon. I took np a stick to drive 
the heifer. Lorenzo Was in the wagon — 
Drove flic colt ulong, and was near to the 
house, when Gibort crossed over to tho cast 
barn to get his cow. Mrs. Worden camo 
out of the house, With a stick in her hand, 
and told us to let tho heifer and colt go, or 
Mr. Worden Woufd coma out and shoot 
some of us. Saw Worden come from round 
tho cornet of the shed rarl of tho honse 
with his gun, he walked alout four or five 
rods from the house, and said to Gilbert, 
he had a good mind to shoot him from 
there ; he went round to the back end of 
the wagon where the colt waited, and tried 
to take off the halter ; thewoll fell down 


Gilbert Was coming from tho cast barn with 
his CoW, ho told his father to be off to the 
lotlso and let (he colt alone. Gilbert still 
camo np towarda the wagon, and stopped 
two or three rods from it. Worden said to 
his wife, “ Stand out of the way, Mother, 
I’m going to ahoot him.” Mrs. Wordon 
stepped one side. He fired, and Gilbert 
fell down, ho tried to get up, and fell down 
again. No' ono helped him aft tho time— 
Saw R. Oliver going np to' him, and the 
old man took a pistol from his breast and 
fired It at him ; bo drew up tho gun to 
strike his son Lorenzo, when this ono took 
up a stone, threw it at tho old mtn and 
struck Hm. Lorenzo was in the Wagon at 
the time tho gun was fired, ho then jumped 
out. Wordoh Was two or three rods from 
Gilbert, he chased Oliver WhcU he passed 
him and snapped his pistor 4t bint, and 
fired tho gun towards the road at him, twefvo 
or fourteen rods off. I was near the wag- 
on. VY orden came back to tho wagon and 
told me to be off, or he would put a ball 
through me. I saw hhn pat a cap on his 
prstof ; when f passed he snapped his pistol 
at mo, he snapped it fwico. 1 went off the 
premises to the other side of tho road, to 
Mr. Oliver’s. Saw YVordcn come out of 
the house with the tablo and broom. The 
gim was on'tho tabfc. He sal the table down 
in the roa'd, and threw the broom' as far as 
ho could, be took the gun, turned round, 

went into the yard and shut tho gate. 

Worden then turned round and said, bo had 
a mind to shoot me from fliero'. Oliver’s 
house is a little south west of Wordtn’s. 1 
don’t know what I went over there for. He 
drew up the gun to shoot mo and I jumped 
into tho house. No one lived in the houso at 
tho time, it was an old one. George YY r or- 
den drove Gilbert’s wagon into the road, ho 
was lying open the sheep. 1 then tool th'o 
lines and drove fo Oliver’s house, f don’t 
know where old YY’orden was at the time.— 
1 unharnessed the horses. Lorenzo started 
for the doctor and I went for a warrant.— 
Gilbert was helped into tho wagon by his 
mother and his fittlo Brother George.— 
While Gilbert was on the ground, YY’ordcU 
told him if he was not off in fifteen minutes, 
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he Would pat a ball through his heart, I 

Cross-examined by G. Beckwith. 1 
knew not that there Was to be a fight. I 
knew that Worden had forbidden Gilbert to 
take the colt and heifer. He said “ Moth- 
er, get out of the way, l 'in going to shoot 
him.” Gilbert was coming towards the 
wagon with the oow, he made no threats.*— 
He had a stick in his hand. I never threw 
a stone or stick at Worden, nor made the 
attempt Lorenso jumped ont of the east 
side of the wagon, he only picked up a 
atone, when Worden drew up the gun, to 
throw it at him. I saw Gilbert fall when 
ho was shot. Worden was south of mo. — 
R. Oliver was north-east of me. After 
firing, Worden went into the shed part of 
the house, and I saw him come out with the 
table. Ho brought the table out ten or 
fifteen minutes after he shot Gilbert. — 
When I drove off, I went "over to Mr. 
Oliver’s house, and could not sec Worden’s 
motions. Saw a powder horn in his bands. 
He drove the rest of the boys immediate- 
ly off, and then came back to me. 1 left 
after Lorenzo, and was the last out of the 
field. Know not where Lorenzo then went. 
“ Did be go to Mr. Glllenou for a gun ?” 
(Question objected to and sustained.) — 
Worden went back to the wagon and cut 
the halter from the colt. There was no colt 
when the wagon was brought into the road. 
Did not get the colt nor the heifer. 1 know 
not how many Bhecp Gilbert had, but we 
took five. Hoard no harsh words till after 
Worden had shot Gilbert. ] did not hear 
him say u let the colt slono, or I will knock 
your brains ont.” I pointed ont to Doty 
the situation whero tho transaction took 
place. I never said that 1 could have killed 
him, or would have bound him (old Wor- 
den). 1 heard him not say that ho would 
not take them. I have lived, and am now 
living with Gilbert. 

Auai.ike Oliver. By L. D. Bro< k 

I know both parties. Gilbert married my 
sister. Was at home on tho 17th day of 
last November, was np in the chamber at 
my father's house, aqd looking out of the 
window. Was out in the road and saw 

II orden come out to the hog yard with a pail 


in one hand and a gun in tho other. • I 
heard him swear that the first one who 
(irotc off the heifer and colt, would have 1 
hall through him. Saw him talking to no 
one. The four young men were out in tho 
field getting the Cattle. I Was eight or ten 
rods from Worden. 1 went into the house, 
up stairs, and looked out ol tho window.— 
Saw him go to tho bars with his gun in his 
hand. Saw Gilbert out at tho east barn, 
driving the cow. Saw Worden go round to 
the back part of the Wagon. Could not 
hear what was said. Mrs. WSrden was 
there. Gun was fired and Gilbert fell Ho 
Was some two or threo rods from Wor- 
den. Saw Gilbert get up and fall down 
again. Saw Worden chase my brother, 
Rensselaer, and Lofenifo Worded into the 
road with a pistol in bis hand. Saw him 
go back and chase out Seymour Monty.— 
Saw nothibg in his hands when running after 
Monty. Mrs. Worden was part of the 
tltno where Gilbert was, and part of tho 
timo 1 could not see her. Saw no one 
round Gilbert but his mother and little 
brother, George. It was some twenty min- 
utes before I saw them put him into tho 
wagon. Saw old Worden bring the table 
and broom out into the road, the gun wa* 
on tho table and he threw the broom away 
off. I spoke to to him about killing his son. 
He said that he bad only broken his leg, but 
that he would put a ball through his heart, 
or through any one who would como to as- 
sist him. Ho said so when Gilbert was 
still on the ground. I saw him draw np hia 
gnn after he bad passed through the 
gate, and heard him say that he wished 
to shoot Seymour Monty from there. — 
George Worden drove the wagon as far as 
the road. From there Seymour drove it to 
father’s house. I saw Gilbert lying on the 
sheep, leaning on his elbow, his legs hanging 
down off the side of the wagon. My sister 
and aunt helped me to toko him out of tho 
wagon and carried him into the house. — 
Lorenzo Worden went for Doctor Steven- 
son. 

! Cross-examined by G. Beckwith. 

[There has been mono difficulty between 
Worden's family and ours, mure or leas, at 
different times. 
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Doctor M. Stevenson. By L. D. Brock. 
1 found (5 ilbert at Oliver’s house. He was 
on the bed, and the left limb very bloody. 
On examination I perceived injuries done 
by two balls and a quantity of shot. The 
left thigh bone was broken. One ball had 
entered at the inside of the thigh, four inch- 
es above the knee, and had broken the 
bone. The other ball had passed through, 
leaving a hole upon the other side. The 
lower ball had entered two inches below, a 
little more on the inside of the thigh, and 
glanced downwards towards the ham. All 
the wounds had an oblique direction. — 
There wero thirty-nine shot in the left limb, 
and twelve on the out-side of the right 
thigh. Both bullets came very near the fe- 
moral artery ; the lower was nearer to the 
artery than the upper one. 1 consider the 
wound a very dangerous wound. Had the 
artery been touched, the man must have 
bled to death in a few minutes. Thinking 
there might be some difficulty, 1 called Dr. 
Kane, as counsel. 1 did not see Henry 
WoTden at that time, nor Mrs. Worden. — 
I attended lint daily for several days. He 
recovered sooner than 1 expected. I was 
at bis house last week, having heard from 
some one that he was worse. Think he 
will recoTer, aud that it will not produce 
a permanent injury. He still walks with 
a cane or crutch. There is some flexion 
and extension of the knee joint. 1 hope be 
will be permanently cured. The limb is 
shorter some three-quarters of an inch than 
the other. 

Doctor Howard Kane. I saw Gilbert 
Worden, in consultation with Dr. Steven- 
son, and found him as the Doctor has de- 
scribed. Wc directed our measures to save 
the leg. The fracture was at the lower 
third of the femur, and the wound was cer- 
tainly a very dangerous one. It will pro- 
duce permanent injury. The limb is three- 
quarters of an inch shorter than the other. 
The hall now in the liuib, the situation of 
which it is impossible fur me to ascertain, 
may bo susceptible of producing very severe 
injury to the kneo joint and surrounding 
tissues, this will be the result of inflamma- 
tion in the cellular tissue, caused by the 


presence of the ball, it was some three 
or four weeks since I saw Gilbert Worden. 

Cross-examined by G. Beckwith. The 
ball may produce much injury some time 
hence. 

DEFENCE. 

D. B. NcNeil. The public prosecutor 
has labored very much and very industri- 
ously to make Mr. Worden’s case a very 
aggravated one. He has portrayed it as 
one of the most unnatural, one of the most 
revolting, ever presented to an intelligent 
court. Yes, think of it — a father shooting 
his own son ! — and without provocation, 
that gentleman tells you ; but let me re- 
mind you that be is very prone to make 
such remarks in his prosecutions, and to 
fall out at a great distance for want of proof. 
At the time of the unfortunate occurrence, 
the excitement throughout the county had 
risen to such a height that ho could not 
have had a fair trial. But more circum- 
stances have come to light. The biassing in- 
terest of the people has passed away. They 
have become acquainted with the real facts 
of the case, which at first were of necessity 
clothed with all that is horrible, all that is 
revolting to human nature. At present, 
public opinion has weighed down the scale 
in his favor, and he comes before an intel- 
ligent court and an impartial jury, to abide 
the consequences. 

The opposite counsel has very highly 
colored the case. He gave the facts as 
they would favor his cause, but he has care- 
fully avoided mentioning any thing farther. 
Wc shall prove that it was a most wicked 
provocation towards Mr. Worden. Two of 
his sons, and two other young men, in tbo 
prime of life and vigor, armed with stones 
and clubs, have murderously conspired 
against him, and they were determined to 
rob him of bis property. They were told 
they must not go on the premises, witnesses 
for the people have sworn to the fact, yet 
they persisted. In that case what could our 
client dor He was an old man, and not 
content with robbing him, one son threw a 
stone at the father with evil intent. The 
old man had to protect himself, had to pro- 
tect bis property, and forao doing he standi 
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accused of assault with ^intent to hill. — 
There is one very important witness absent, 
he would not bo admitted] in] this court. 
(Brock. Yes, he went to stato prison, 
but oame by it very honestly.) Has the 
public prosecutor elicited these facts from 
his witnesses ? No, certainly not. We 
arc prepared to prove our assertions, more, 
we will prove that they all knew the old 
man would resist, before allowing tho rob- 
bing and carrying away of his property. — 
Gilbert Worden's wife, now in court, told 
some persons whom she had seenjin Chary 
that day, that she must hurry home, and 
that she did not expect to find her husband 
living. Did the trespassers not know that 
their attempt wonld be attended with se- 
vere difficulty, and were they not prepared 
for the emergency ? 1 will now read a few 

points of law from Arcbbold, pages 326 and 
327, where you will sec that Mr. Worden 
was justified in shooting, even killing, if 
necessary, in order to protect his property. 

The first witness called upon the part of 
the defence is George Worden. The 
court now adjourned to meet at two o’clock 
P. M. 

Suicide by Poisslnn wills the Es- 
sential Oil of Bitter .tliiiomls. 

T. K aged 19 years, black hair, and 

ruddy complexion, a journeyman baker, 
was sentenced on Saturday, Dec 6, to un- 
dergo fourteen day’s imprisonment. He 
was placed in the cell of the Marylcbonc 
Police court, and at twenty minutes before 
six P. M- ho was put into the prison van, 
to be conveyed to the House of Correction, 
at which place he arrived at a quarter after 
seven. Ho was in perfect health whun 
lie left the van. On leaving the van at tho 
rison, he attracted the notice of the gate- 
eepor, who called to him by name, when 
he answered feebly, “ That’s me, that’s 
me.” With slight assistance he walked to 
the room where the prisoners arc searched, 
when a half-ounce phial was found upon 
him labelled “ Essential Oil of Almonds.” 
Suspicion then arose that he had taken 
poison, and Mr. Wakefield, surgeon to the 
prison, and Dr. Smiles, were immediately 
in attendance upon the prisoner. lie stood 
in the erect posture in this room for about 
five miuutes. Thero was nothing striking 
in his appearance. No smell of poison at 


his mouth ; the pupils much dilated ; pulse 
rapid and feeble ; skin pallid. The stom- 
ach pump was used and the smell of essen- 
tial oil of almonds could be detected in the 
extracted liquid. Ammonia was freely ad- 
ministered, and warmth applied to his ex- 
tremities, but ho expired at a quarter be- 
fore nine o’clock, three hours after ho had 
entered the van in perfect health. 

The post-mortem examination was mads 
by Mr. Wakefield, forty hours after 
doath, and lie stated in his evidence, that 
the blood was fluid in all parts of the body. 
On taking off the calvarium, a considerable 
uantity of fluid blood escaped, and the 
ura mater and substance of the brain wero 
found gorged with blood There was no 
serum in the verticles. The pericardium 
contained an ounce or two of serum. The 
verticles of tho heart contained fluid blood ; 
both lungs were gorged with blood, and 
there was small quantity of serum in tho 
cavities of the pleura. ’The intestines had 
a bloodless appearance. On taking out 
the stomach the contents had a strong smell 
of almonds, and the inner coat towards the 
pyloric orifice, had a red appearance. All 
the other orgaus wore healthy. Tho body 
was observed to have a strong smell of al- 
monds before opening the stomach. There 
were livid spots on the skin of the face and 
neck, and on the upper parts of the thighs 
and legs. 

The essential oil was not labelled “Pois- 
on.” The quantity was two drachms. — 
The young man was a person of sober hab- 
its, and hnd never exhibited any signs of 
meutal derangement . — [London Lancet. 

Shape of the external Ear in rela- 
tion to mental Disease. 

M. Fovillc bos made some curious, and, 
I believe, original observations on the shape 
of the car in different forms of insanity, 
and has noticed an analogy or resemblance 
between the development of different por- 
tions of this organ and the brain of the pa- 
tiont. In some of the cases of dementia, or 
of tho lowost degree of intelligence, the flat- 
ness and defective form of tho helix, anti- 
helix, and tragus, aod the disproportionate 
enlargement and pendulosity of tho lobe of 
the car, and rounded and clumsy shape of 
tho outer edge of the auricle, were vory 
striking. Subsequent observations have led 
me to believe these views to be exact as 
well as curious, and they exemplify the 
abundance of external cvidonco available to 
the physician in relation to internal disor- 
der. 
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be opened freely as noon an there is fluctua- 
tion or external redness. — Dr. J. M. Coley, 
Med. Gax; 

tiout. 

An attack of gout is invariably depend- 
ent upon impaired function of tbo liver, 
and is certain to bo relieved by a copious 
evacuation of bile. The best way to securo 
this end, is to give one of the following pills 
every four hours. R. Hydi. chlorid., ext. 
colch. acet., ext. aloes purif., aa. gr. j. pulv. 
ipecac, gr. ij M. fit. pil. After two or 
threo of these pills have been taken assist 
their action by giving a dose or two of the 
compound decoction of aloes. By this 
time the paroxysm will have been relieved ; 
nr there is a marked subsidence of all its 
distressing symptoms. The pills may then 
be administered at longer intervals varying 
from eight to twenty-four hours, according 
to circumstances. The treatment 1 have 
now described possesses the cardinal and 
paramount requisites of being effectual to ; 
the end proposed. In addition to this it is ■ 
important to know that tho combination of 
calomel and aloes with colchichum ; while 
and eorrobating the specific ac 
latter on tho liver, seems also to 
neutralize all the noxious properties of that 
hitherto formidable medicine. — [A. White, j 
Esq., Med. Qaz. 

Gas trod jrnla. 


quickening 
tion of the 


If there is heart burn, with some eructa- 
tions, wc try at first, ten or fifteen grains 
of carbonate of potash, in two or three 
ounces of some aromatic water ; if this 
fails, and an alterative alkali is indicated, 
give the carbonate of magnesia. If there 
is suh-inflammatory congestion of the gas- 
tric mucous membrane, the tongue being 
subunal, its edges red ; breath heavy, hot 
and feetid ; bowels irregular ; urine turbid 
and high colored ; and the uneasiness of 
the stomach, rather dull than acute, but 
constant ; if the patient is young and 
plethoric, give the compound infusion of 
senna, with the sulphate of magnesia or pot- 
ash, until the tongue cleans, and the stom- 
ach-pain vanishes, are all that is necessary. 
If the patient has passed the middle age and 
of' gouty and rhoumatic predisposition, avoid 
the nentral salts, correct the sccretious 
and promote tho excretions, by giving the 
extract of Tbubarb and blue pill, with or 
without extract of colchicum, in the pro- 
portion of two or three grains of rhubarb 
plus a grain and a half of blue pill and ex- 
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tract of colchicum, respectively, and follow 
it by the infusion of senna and rhubarb, 
with tincture of cardcmoma, or the com- 
pound spirit of horse radish. If the disease 
arises from the iDgurgitation of bile, as 
evinced by extreme nausea, bitter taste in 
tho mouth, and billious retchings, begin 
with an emetic, and then give taraxacum 
to which sulphate of magnesia may be add- 
ed, if the evacuations are pale and ineffi- 
cient. But if along with bilious vomiting, 
there arc bilious stools, the treatment after 
the emetic should consist of little else than 
diluents. If the oauso is flatulency, give a 
mixture composed of four or six drachma 
of the comp, tincture of ammonia, and of 
the tincture of assafeetida, with six or eight 
ounces of compound infusion of senna. — 
The cardialgia of pregnancy has no euro 
but parturition. If interruption of the 
menses, or suppressed hemorrhoids lead to 
the gastric pain, yon must treat it by leech- 
es applied to the arms and groins, by hot 
prdiltrria, and by sufficient and prudent 
purging. When in old subjects it is plain- 
ly traceable to suppressed hemorrhoids, yon 
must treat it promptly by giving aloes in 
tho purgatives, and stimulant suppositories 
inserted. And if the disease appears to be 
timply neuralgic, without any appreciable 
cause, some of the various Bedativos, nar- 
cotics and tonics, mineral and vegetable, 
must bo used, according to the tempera- 
ment, age and sex of the patient. — (Dr. 
R. Dick, London Lancet. 

Surgery. 

Irreducible Hernia. 

-ill 

Mr. Cooper, in the Med. Gaxctte, report* 
tho following manner of treating irreduci- 
ble hernia without obstruction, the object 
being of coarse, to convert it into the re- 
ducible form. In the first instance, give 
purgatives, to produce a complete evacua- 
tion of the bowels, keop tho patient in bed 
with the shoulders and thighs raised to 
relax the abdominal muscles, and ice ap- 
plied frequently to the tnmor. Enjoin 
strictly a low diet, and a grain of blue pill, 
and a quarter of a grain of tartariicd anti- 
mony ^iven twice a day, with the view of 
stimulating the absorbents to the removal 
of the fatty matter of the omentum. The 
patient submitted to these restrictions for 
the space of five weeks, but in that time no 
favorable change had been produced be- 
yond a slight diminution in siae of the tu- 
mor. Quite despondent at Ibis want of 



RETROSPECT. 


7 » 


■nocest, he suddenly jumped out of bed, 
when to bis greet surprise end joy, the tu- 
mor immediately disappeared. He applied 
bis truss, and lias never experienced the 
least return of the protrusion ; taking, 
however, the precaution of always wearing 
a truss, even in bed. 

Fractnrci of (he Thigh in infants. 

Take two narrow long strips of sheet 
iron, an inch wide, and sufficiently thin to 
allow of being bent to any angle required, 
yet thick enough to bear the weight of tho 
limb without yielding. They arc applied 
aa follows : The child is placed on its back 
and an assistant holds the limb in a posi- 
tion so as to flex tho hip and knee joints, 
the angle of inflexion being similar to that 
employed when the inclined plane is used 
for adults. The two thin iron splints are 
theo bent at right angles corresponding to 
the hip, knee and aukle joints, to adapt 
themselves to the limb, in the position in 
which it is held by the assistant. The up- 
per splint should be long enough to pass in 
front of the hip-joint, to be flat on the low- 
er part of the abdomen, and to extend 
down over tho instep to tho toes. The 
back one should extend up behind 
from the buttock, being curved to fit its 
Bhape, as high as the posterior margin of 
the crest of the ilium and long enough to 
extend down behind the heel to the sole of 
tho foot If the splints arc bent at proper 
angles to correspond with the shape and 
position of the hip, kneo and ankle joints, 
they will, when firmly bound to the limb, 
keep it in the position required, which is 
one that most favors the correct apposition '• 
of the ends of tho bone, by relaxing all the 
muscles Tho limb must be evenly rolled i 
before applying the splints, and the splints 
themselves be padded. The upper ends 
of the splints are to be firmly fixed to the 
pelvis by passing the bandage many times 
round them, and occasionally reversing the 
direotion of the bandage round the ends of 
the splints, to prevent their being displaced 
laterally. — E. F. Lo.ndsdale, Esq., Med. 
Gaz. 

Foreign Bodies in Use Ear. 

Mr. J. V. Vincent, in the Ed'm. Med. 
and Surg. Journal, recommends not to make 
tedious and painful attempts at extraction ; 
if time is allowed, tho natural processes will 
cause the ejection of the extraneous body ; 
and relates the following caso in point : A 
child was brought to him with a pebble in 


the ear. He found it of an oblong form, 
and firmly wedged in ; could get the blades 
of a small pair of forceps to grasp it when 
passed over the short diameter, but could 
not make it stir. Fearing of causing mis- 
chief by using force, he directed the mother 
to bring back the child in a fortnight. — 
She did so and he found tho pebble quite 
loose, so that it might be remored by only 
a shake of tho bead The body was coated 
with cerumen (wax,) and of course inter- 
stitial absorption had been going on under 
the influence of the power of relief setting 
it free. 

Lachrymal Obstruction. 

Examine the condition of the mucus 
membrane of the nostril, and especially in 
strumous subjects, it will often be found 
thickened, congested and ulcerated. Ap- 
ply to it by means of a camel-hair brush, an 
ointment composed of throe parts of un- 
guentum hydrargyri ammonia-chloride, to 
one part of oil of almonds. A lotion of 
four grains of nitrate of silver to an onnoe 
of distilled water, well applied over the 
membrano of the nostril, is also of great 
service. At the same time attend careful- 
ly to the general health.— [VV. W. Cooper, 
Esq., Lon. Jour, of Med. 


Miscellany. 

Frknch Foundt.ing Statistics. — From 
a report of M. de Wateville to the French 
Government, we extract the following data. 
In tho departments forming the eastern lim- 
its of France, there is one foundling in 740 
inhabitants, or one abandoned child in 110 
births. In the departments forming the mar- 
itime, question limits, there is one foundling 
for 37 1 inhabitants, or one abandoned child 
in 30 births. In the agricultural districts, 
there is one foundling with 560 inhabitants, 
and one abandoned child in 50 births ; and 
in the manufacturing districts, there is like- 
wise one foundling for 560 inhabitants, and 
one abandoned child, however, for 56 births. 
Those departments which have great cen- 
tres of population, have one foundling for 
204 inhabitants, and one abandoned child 
for 25 births. It is curious to observe how 
the different system adopted by government 
influenced the number of foundlings. In 
1784 , there were, in the whole country, 40 ,- 
000 foundlings below twelve years of age. 
Revolving receiving boxes were instituted in 
1814 , at that time the number of foundlings 
amounted to 69 , 000 , the territory of Frinee 
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being then mneh extended, and reckoning 
40 millions of inhabitants, in 1819, when 
the country had returned to its original lim- 
its, the numbers Were 99,340, which grad- 
ualy roue til! they reached , in 1833, the 
high figure of 129,699. To avoid such 
heavy expenses, Government induced the 
local authorities to effect life removal of the 
children from the place where first deposit- 
ed, and to suppress the revolving boxes.— 
Sixty departments adopted the first meas- 
ure, and 105 boxes were closed. These 
measures caused the number to fall in 1838 
to 95,624, and there has been but little va- 
riation since. Whether these measures 
have likewise diminished the number of il- 
legitimate births, is quite another question. 
It is, however, interesting to compare the 
results of their changes, where they were 
effected, with the numbers retnrned in these 
departments which did not make any alter- 
ation in the established custom. In the 60 
departments where the children were remov- 
ed and the boxes closed, there is now one 
foundling for every 402 inhabitants, and one 
abandoned child in 45 births. In the 26 
where no alteration was made, we have one 
foundling for 275 inhabitants, and one a- 
bandoned child in 31 births. How far ab- 
oritlon and infanticide have increased in the 
former category, it is difficult to say, but it 
would be interesting to ascertain the fact, 
»t least approxiwatively, by consulting the 
judicial records. A very ugly feature in 
die report, is the neglect of the children who 
reach their twelfth year. Surely that insti- 
tution must bo looked upon as incomplete, 
which gives up its control at that tender age. 
It seems, so far as the mortality among the 
children is concerned, that the mean length 
of life is but four years. — London Lancet. 

Ice is Ophthalmia- — Our readers are 
aware that M. Chassaignac, of Paris, treats 
infantile purulent ophthalmia by cold-water 
douching. This gentleman has lately ad- 
vised, in the Gazette dcs Hopitause, the 
use of ice in various kinds of severe oph- 
thalmia. A great number of affections of 
the eye have been thus treated, ranging 
from the ophthalmia which succeeds opera- 
tions for cataract and to external violence, 
to hypopium and the most intense iufiam 
mations of the cornea. The author has ar- 
rived at the conclusion that the apparatus 
of vision is the one which illustrates, in the 
highest degree, the power of continuous 
appii. nations of ice. M, Chassaignac does 
not, however, advocate the exolusivo use of 
the too, and advises the ordinary therapeu- 


tic means to be combined with it. rt i* 
applied by means of a kind of orbital mask 
of wire-work) secured by a spring, the pad 
of which presses on the occiput. 1 he mask 
is composed of two layers, between which 
little bags of ice are iutroduocd. 

Clot Bev. — This d: ’.inguiaticd surgeon 
ini- resigned his post of Inspcctor-tiert jtl 
of the Medical Department, and President 
of the council of Health in Egypt, being a- 
boutto retire to his native country .(France ) 
Abbas Pacha Viceroy, lias issued a firman, 
designating Clot Hoy ns most honourable, 
skillful, and distinguished, and his most faith- 
lul friend. That in consideration of I ser- 
vices, the half of the annual income — 16,- 
000 franes, allowed Clot Bey, shall be re- 
tained by him for life ; and that if he should 
die before his three children attain tbefr 
majority, one fourth of the salary is to be 
allolcd them ; and as a farther testimony to 
his abilities, the Pacha, -oufirms him in the 
part of brigadier general, an ! presents the 
insignia of this appointment to him set in 
diamonds. —London Lancet. 

Feeuceni v or Poisoning at \ rsexics. 
— From the following table, drawn up by 
Messrs. Chevalier and Boys de Loury, the 
•relative frequency uf the use of Arscnio 
(Arseni us acid) for criminal purposes ill 
France, will be seen at one glance : 
Arsonious Acid, 34 Opium, 1 

Acetate of copper, 7 Acetate of Lead, 1 
Cantharides, fC’erussia, 1 

Corrosive Subli- Sulphuric Acid, 1 

mate, A Sulphate of Zinc, i 

Nux Vornica, 4 Mercurial Oint- 
Fly Powder, 3 ment, 1 

Nitric Acid 2 Undetermined, Na- 

Sulphur of Arsenic, X I ture of Prison, 1 


mate, A Sulphato of Zinc, i 

Nux Vornica, 4 Mercurial Oint- 
Fly Powder, 3 ment, 1 

Nitric Acid 2: Undetermined Na- 

Sulphur of Arsenic, l| ture of Prison, 1 
Tartar Emetic, 1 1 

Organs of similar or physiologically con- 
nected functions sympathise in diseases, as 
those also which arc connected by great 
nerves or vessels. Accordingly in diseases 
of the one we shall always find phenomena 
present themselves in tho others. In order 
to determine which is the diseased organ, 
wo have to consider where the morbid 
phenomena are most intense, and most per- 
severing and preserve their form most 
constantly ; where they first occur, and on 
what side the dependent organs participate 
in the disease or not. — Schill. 

Tho longer the delirium continues iu 
fevers, tho sooner the disease proves fatal, 
or leaves the nervous system in a debilitat- 
ed state after the disease. — Id, 


HOME DEPARTMENT. 


81 


Popular Essays ou Anatomy and 
Pttysiotojy. 

BY HORACE NELSON, M. D. 

No 3. 

Ligaments anil Mnulrs. 
la those joints whose action is entirely 
subservient to the will, the cartilage mere- 
ly tips or covers the extremities of the 
bones ; but in other parts, where the mo- 
tion is somewhat limited, and almost ob- 
scure, the ends of the bones are firmly re- 
tained together by means of the same liga- 
mentous substance ; as in the artieulation 
of the riba with the vertetral column behind, 
and with the breast bone beforo. Mere- 
over, to facilitate motion, and Tcmorc still 
more the possibility of friction , apart from 
the smooth and elastic covering of the bony 
extremetics, we find, on opening a f esh 
joint, a clear and rather unctuous fluid, 
something like the white of an egg, called 
synovia, secreted by the arterial ramifica- 
tions on the lining membrane of the capsu- 
le, or bag of the joint. This fluid, which 
may very properly bo compared to the oil 
used iu mechanical operations, keeping all 
the parts forming the joint smooth, and in 
soino measure oily, thereby fulfilling the 
last intention required for the performance 
of painless, easy and graceful motion. 

A man receives some injury on the knee 
or elbow joints ; inflammation sets in, mo- 
tion is rendered very painful, if mot impos* , 
siblc , after a lingering illness, he recovers 
with a stiff joint. What is the cause of 
this result ? The inflammation has passed 
into ihe deeper parts forming tho joint ; the 
fluid is no longer scorctcd, the ends of the 
bones rub together, hence tho pain, and the 
disease attacking the cartilage, transforms it 
into bone, by a process to be explained iu a 
future essay ; aud when nature has complet- 
ed this new process, which has been im- 
posed upon her by accidental circumstan- 
ces, the bones, once separate, now become 
united together, they form bat one, and 
consequently all motion is lost ; thus, those 
persons afflicted with stiff joints, can know 
the cause of thoir misfortune. 

1 now have demonstrated to you that a 


skeleton is a machine admirably calculated 
to allow every variety of motion possible ; 
but tbo bones are incapable of moving of 
themselves, therefore man requires an ac- 
tive power, a motor agent, and it is found in 
the muscles. I will remind yon of what is 
called the red flesh of animals, for example, 
beef, this mass technically forms the mus- 
cular system. This flesh is composed of 
many very small bundles of soft fibres, 
united together by intervening loose white 
I membrane, which retains them into larger 
| or smaller bundles, according to the situa- 
tion they occupy, and forming a separato 
muscle. The muscles arc the moving 
powers, and are endowed with the property 
1 of contracting Or shortening upon them- 
selves, cithor through the influence of the 
1 will, or by the application of external sub- 
I stances, for cxamplo, by stimulants. It 
| will bo apparent to every one, that a mus- 
I clc in contracting must shorten itself in 
proportion to the exciting cause, and there- 
fore move tho joint ; the action being con- 
J tinned as in tho lower extremiites, U will 
enablo the body to be oarried from one 
! place to another. It is the possession of 
‘ this faculty, whose effect Is locomotion, that 
! forms the characteristic and essential boun- 
1 dary line between the two great kingdoms, 

I the animal and the vegetable. But a ques- 
tion may present itself to tho reader, bow 
is this property of contraction made availa- 
ble to locomotive purposes ? How are tho 
different motions influenced by the will ?— 
I must hero premise that while a great 
number of muscular parts are obedient to 
the will, there are others, which, for wise 
iutentions, aro placed wholly beyond our 
control. This class of muscles is called 
involuntary, and over their actions preside 
the sympathetic Bystem of nerves ; the mus- 
cular structure of the heart is withdrawn 
from one’s will, because it would not bave 
been consistent with the ends of the Crea- 
tor, to bave loft such an important function 
as that of the circulation to be directed by 
our capriee. But with rogard to the move- 
ment of tbo limbs, as I have just remarked, 
the functions of speech, $tc., are all sub- 
jected to uiau’s direction, and hence they 
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•re termed voluntary motions. But the 
fjaentlon still remains, how are the com- 
mands oTtlio will conveyed to the muscles ? 
This is effected through the nervous sys- 
tem, the consideration of which wfe will for 
the moment postpone. 

It would seem that in the body, in pro- 
portion to the number of fibres composing 
a muscle, depends its strength ; thus the 
disparity between different portions of the 
body, and much more so, between different 
individuals. Moreover, it was impossible 
that such a largo number of fibres could be 
attached by one single point on the bone, 
W^ich was to be Ibe object of tbc action of 
that muscle ; therefore nature’s hand lias 
lost them insensibly upon tho extremity aud 
sides of a silvery and inelastic cord or ten- 
don, which thus becomes the point of union 
between the bone aud the fleshy fibres ; the 
effect being the same as if the muscle itself 
was ioserted iuto the bone ; this arrangement 
facilitates its action, and prevents the ne- 
cessity which in any other case there would 
be of over extension of the bone. Another 
benefit is found in tho tendons : they main- 
tain the harmonious proportions of the 
limbs ; the fleshy part of the muscles 
swells out, and throws itself in bold relief 
under the skin, while the tendons, small and 
delicate, pass lightly from one bone to the 
other, without increasing the size of the 
joint to any amount. Wo have, for ex- 
ample, the muscles of the forearm, for the 
performance of the multiplied motions of 
the wrist, hand and fingers ; there arc no 
loss than thirteen muscles forming the 
body of the forearm, aud still all those 
muscles must p&sa over tho wrist joint ; at 
some distance from it, they attach their 
fleshy fibres to tho pearly fiat tendons, 
those arc retained either in grooves, or by 
small arches of strong mombrano thrown 
over them and thus they proceed to their 
point of insertion. 

Ilr.RZEi.ivs. — The president of the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Stockholm, mentioned, 
in one of the late meetings of that society 
that the King had just forwarded 3000 rix 
dollars towards the erection of a monument 
to Berzelius. 
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Moral and Physical System. 

BY HOKACE NELSON, M. D 

Amidst the multiplied and varied means 
adopted by nature for the propagation of ra- 
ces, Bhe has ordained that that of the human 
species should bo maintained by the co-op- 
eration of two individuals, resembling one 
another by the general features of tbeir or- 
ganization, but at the same time appointed 
to play their part in the grand scheme of 
life, by special and just modes. This es- 
sential difference forms the dissimilitude be- 
tween one sex and the other, whose pecu- 
liarities are not limited to any special por- 
tion of the organism, but extends through 
more or less gradations, to all. 

There is, nevertheless, one period in the 
life of a human being, when these differen- 
tial characters are absent, or but slightly 
observed. Man and woman, in the ten- 
der years of infancy, present, at first 
sight, no difference from one another ; they 
are somewhat endowed with the same ap- 
pearance. We observe tho same graceful- 
ness and delicacy of organs ; the same gait, 
and the same silvery sweet tone of voice; 
subservient to the same functions and ne- 
cessities, huddled together in tbc innocent 
sports of budding life, they excite in tho 
mind of the spectator who beholds them 
with pleasure, no particular sensation by 
whioh he beholds them. They appear 
commendable by that kind and tender 
emotion, which is always awakened in our 
hearts, in gazing upon innocence wedded to 
weakness. Indifferent and isolated, each 
lives, as yet, a life of ono self; their pure 
ly individual and absolute existence denotes 
none of those relations, which, in after 
years, must establish between them a mu- 
tual life and feeling. 

This ambiguous state subsists bui for a 
| short and limited period. Nature soon 
endows the u lord of creation ** with features 
|and a character that at once proclaims his 
< destination. His limbs lose the softness, 
land those gentle outlines, which, till then, 
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he shared in common with woman. The new chain of moral and phymctl relation* 
muscles, the great agents of animal power, is formed, and which becomes to man tho 
by their reiterated contractions, remove or cause of a new interest of attraction, and 
render moro dense the soft mucus tissue for woman a source of new wants. Those 
which filled their interstices, and inervated relations, in respeot to the physical chmrac- 
them. They now become more prominent, ter, are in part due to modifications of tho 
and tend to imprint on each organ a more cellular tissue, which aro moulded aocord- 
decided forrt. He is nolongerthe same mdi- i"g nature’s dictates. One of the most 
vidual. The hand of Nature has worked a remarkable results of this change, is to de- 
universal change throughout bis organize- velop more sensibly the natural proportion# 
tion. His complexion, now sallow and different parts forming the frame* 

masculine, the deep and strong tone of wor ^ hody. 

■voice, imply an addition of vigor necessary Wo shall now examine the structural pc* 
to enable him to perform the role he is now culiarities observable to the anatomist, in 
called upon to play. Tho timidity of iufan- woman. It is a generally received opinion, 
cy disappears before an instinct which that the bones serving as a support, and 
prompts him to brave danger. Ho fears foundation of tho human machine, poasoss 
nothing. Fiery blood circulating in his a diminished degree of hardness, and less 
vessels, and vainly attempting to surmount weight and volume in woman, than in man. 
the bulwarks which retain it, impels him The average height of the latter is some 
with the thought, that he can undertake and two or three inches more than the former ; 
accomplish every thing. His tall and com- and it is a well known fact and one of dai- 
manding figure, proud bearing, bold, viva- ly observation, that man, by the confbrma- 
cious and graceful motions, his newly tion of his limbs, is capable of supporting 
awakened inclinations and thoughts, finally, a far more considerable degree of pressure^ 
all in him, portrays tho image of strength, than woman. 

and carries the stamp of the sex, which is The most striking peculiarities obscrya- 
to subdue and protect the more feeble. ble in relation to the bones in the two sexes, 
Woman, as she gradually advances from are in those which form the inferior por- 
infancy, appears to depart in a less degree tion of the trunk, and the clavicles or col- 
than man, from her primitive constitution, lar bones at the snporior portion of the 
Delicate and weak, she always retains some, chest. The ossa ' innominata, nameless* 
thing of tho temperament peculiar to cbil- bones (familiarly known by the name of 
dren. The texture of her organs never lose, haunch bones) assisted by the sacrum and 
all their original softness. The development coccyx (continuation of the vertebral col- 
occasioned by age, in her physieal ebarac- umn) form the pelvis, or basket of the hips ; 
rcr, docs not impart to the organs the same presenting in woman a greater degree of 
degree of consistency, which they acquire convexity outwards, and therefore, by their 
in man. Nevertheless, in proportion as greater extent of curvature, allow a corres- 
the features of woman become developed ! ponding degree of capacity. Tho pubio. 
and established, we peraeivo in her form, bones, closing the pelvis anteriorly, are 
in her stature and its graceful proportions , 1 united by a oartilago of less extent than in 
differences which did not exist— differences man, and projecting outwardly, increases 
which were not appreciable. Though she the space between them and the coccygeal 
progresses from the same point as man, bone. By tho convexity of the innominate 
she develops herself, notwithstanding, in a bones, the femurs, or long bones of the 
peculiar and special manner; insomuch, lower extremities, are removed farther from 
that on attaining a certain age, she finds one another ; these last, as it is well known, 
herself, probably with astonishment, en- forming the means of articulation between 
dowed with new attributes, and till that the trunk and the lower extremities. This 
moment unknown to herself. Finally, a increased distance between the two femurs, 
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must correspondingly increase tLc breadth 
of the hips. It mutt follow, also, that the 
muscular system attached to these bones, is 
consequently less oo repressed by the recip- 
rocal contact, and has a greater range of ex- 
tension. The clavicles, or collar bones are 
straighfer and less curved in women than 
in man, in snch a way that the chest and 
haunohes are in an inverse ratio, in the 
two sexes, man haring a larger and more 
expanded chest than woman. Although 
these relations rary more or less, in each in- 
dividual, the sculptors and painters, in de- 
termining the nice proportions of the con- 
ventional and ideal models, which serve 
them as a guide for their imitations, have 
compelled them to adopt measorements 
which they have acquired less in nature, as 
observes Mr. Bufibn, in Hist. Nat., Vol. 
4, p. 321, than in a thorough examination 
of artistieal effects. Wo shall not dwell 
any longer on details, more important to 
the student at fine arts, than to the medical 
or general reader, wo will rest satisfied in 
admiring the attention with which nature 
prepares before band the instruments that 
most serve the fulfillment of her dictates ; 
and to mark on the organs of the beings 
which she produces, the use she is to draw 
from them. This special form, carefully 
given to the bones of woman, proves that 
the difference of sexes, docs not depend 
solely upon some superficial variations, but 
that it is the result, probably, of as many 
differences as there are organs in the hu- 
man body, though these same differences 
arc not all equally evident. Among those 
which are sufficiently striking to arrest our 
attention, there arc some whose uses and 
intentions are not satisfactorily determined. 
Do they essentially belong to the sex, or 
arc they a nooessary, though indifferent 
consequence of the mechanical disposition 
of the different parts which constitute it, as 
in the bttmp-back, the curvature of the 
spine Being always accompanied by a cer- 
tain displacement of other parts, and which 
imparts to them all an appearance of sim- 
ilarity l In the first place, anatomy stud- 
ied to a higher degreo of perfection than it 
is at prosont, coaid probably teach os, 


what arc, in the structure of the body, lb* 
most advantageous conditions, to accom- 
plish, in the most perfect manner possible, 
the intentions of nature. And by the 
same reason, it might probably be enabled to 
ascertain which is the most favorable state 
of the organa for the functions of life. — 
For, though life appears to cleave to 
all forms, it is maintained in a higher de- 
gree in some, than in others. Monstrosi- 
ties live for a longer or shorter period ; hut 
those who arc excessively deformed, die 
away in a very short time. Thus, anato- 
my, attaining the highest degree of perfee. 
lion, could decide to what point one could 
be deformed, that is removed from the con- 
formation peculiar to the species, without 
losing the fsculty of reproduction, and also 
to what dogree one could lie deformed, 
without losing the power of preserving 
himself. In the second placo, it eouid 
probably teach us so accnrately the rela- 
tions of the parts, and the different results 
of changes they are rusccptihle of under- 
going in their respective positions, that in 
seeing the state of one, we could satisfacto- 
rily judge of that of the others ; as in geom- 
etry, having ascertained one side and two 
angles of a tri-angle, wo must of necessity 
know the remaining portions of the figure. 

[ To be continued.] 

C031MIN ICATI0X& 

“ !l i« miirh In hr rf'crrHcd that rntmfrv ptuffilior.ofu, do 
not more ffoqurmly jmblmh ibe* result olil.rir ..loan-vntKiu* 
and fxrunit'tn-t* ; muith vnhmblc knowlrd** it lost lo il,<* 
world, from lb« neglect of (Ins ttnpnrtaut duty." -[Sir Aulry 
Cooper. 

A Spice of Modem Surgery. 

To the Em tour or tub 

Northern Lancet : 
Gentlemen: — The following case, to- 
gether with the remarks accompanying it, 
may not be deemed unworthy of a place in 
the columns of the “ Northern Lancet 
a ...» Gazette,” and may servo as a lesson 
to similar sons of Eaculapius, if, perchance, 
the fellow to the genius that figured here, 
can be believed to exist at the present day. 
That my object, the advantage of society, 
and the honor of the profession, tuay not 
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bo said to originate in base and personal 
motives, I will omit all mention of names, 
or locality, especially, as 1 should regret 
Tory much to harrow up the feelings of a 
family already much distressed. 

Mre. - , aged 46, a robust and 

healthy woman, mother of one child, ceas- 
ed suddenly to menstruate, having been up 
to that period, exceedingly regular. She 
became more plethoric, and after a few 
months, complained of a fullness and ten- 
sion of the breasts, one of which, was 
slightly painful, and bad a small “ kernel ” 
in it. Her medical attendant having been 
applied to, declared it a matter of trivial 
importance, and permitted a continuance 
of her ordinary habits and avocations. — 
Her diet was of the most nourishing de- 
scription, consisting mainly of meat at least 
twice a day, with mine and beer and such 
ether luxuries as persons of ample fortune, 
small family, and accustomed from child- 
hood to every dainty, are apt to indulge in. 
The result was, that the pain increased, 
and tho tumor grew to the siso of a hen’s 
egg. At this period, without the slightest 
preparation, the operation for the excision 
of the disease was determined upon. To 
shield tho patient from the pain of the op- 
eration, it was resolved to administer chlo- 
roform. This was accordingly done, and 
while under its influence, the dross of the 
lady was removed and other preliminaries 
settled, at the conclusion of which, and on 
the first incision, consciousness returned 
and the unfortunate patient underwont 
the horrors of the operation with every 
sense of feeling morbidly awakened, in 
consequence of the previous quiescence ! — 
At the termination, and when the aspiring 
Dupuytren exnltingly displayed the extir- 
pated mass, some of the icemen present, — 
for in his wisdom, he did not think it meet 
that a “ brother chip,’’ should be in atten- 
dance — remarked that a large portion mat 
loft behind J Upon which discovery a new 
process of dissection and backing was gone 
through, when the operator triumphantly 
pronounced the evil to be eradicated, “root 
and branch.” After the usual lapse of 
tUue,tho wound healed. But behold, in a few 
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weeks, a small, ved, angry looking projec- 
tion was found shooting up from the cica- 
trix, which rapidly increased, accompanied 
by the ordinary burning and pungent pain 
of cancer. To destroy this effectually re- 
course was now had to some potent caustics, 
perhaps the much vaunted chloride of zinc, 
each application of the cautery, morning 
and evening, causing the most intense an- 
guish. In order to “ sustain ” the system 
under these terrible ordeals, the wine 
mas increased, and the diet more animal- 
Ltcd and stimulating than evert The ob- 
vious and natural effect of this treatment is, 
that the disease is fast progressing. Irri- 
tative fever has supervened, and an exten- 
sive sloughing and burrowing of the parts 
exists, which, by the erudite surgeon, is 
considered as a favorable omen, and indicat- 
ing that the diseased portion is being “bornt 
out !” What must be the inevitable result 
of such a state, requires no extraordinary 
perception to predict. 

The subject of this interesting and im- 
portant case, is a lady of fortune, of sheer., 
ful disposition, happy in her own family, 
and in a small but choice circle of relatives 
and friends, and up to the moment of the 
cessation of the oatemenia, was remarkable 
for her flow of spirits, and robust and 
healthy appearance. 

Remarks. — The moment she oomplain- 
ed of the abnormal sensations in the breast, 
the line of eondnet would seem to have been 
quite manifest. An aperient and alterativo 
course should have been instituted, together 
with a much reduced alimentation. The 
breasts should have been encompassed by 
suspensory bandages ; stays and tight dress- 
es ought to have been prohibited,, and the 
friction of the clothes prevented — in a word, 
every circumstance tending to irritation 
should have been sedulously avoided.-— - 
Some of tho old discuticnt plasters would 
have been useful ; such as the Bmp. Hy- 
drargyri , and others of a similar nature, or 
even the common Bmp . Adhcsivum , or 
oiled silk, would have been of service, by 
confining the iuscnsiblc perspiration, and 
keeping the surface moist and easy. By 
these means and proper constitutional trea. - 
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moot there might have been good reasons nature were derided, said to be “ handed 
for expecting a perfect cure, or at least, down to us by the ancients, who were ig- 
that the disease would have remained latent norant alike of anatomy, pathology and 
during the remaindar of life. 'chemistry." It was said further, that it 

On several occasions, in cases similar to was impossible for them (the ancients,) to 
the above, the writer has, by a strict ob- draw any conclusions from facts which they 
servanco of the above indications of treat- daily witnessed, beoanse they could not cx- 
ment, succeeded in arresting the progress plain the canses from which they so tangi- 
of disease of the breast that denoted a can- bly originated. But moderns, even thoso 
corona tendency. 1 0 f yesterday, seem to corroborate, in an ex- 

Should tho tumor have increased, not- treordinary degree, the inferences arrived 
withstanding the above course of medica- at b y the writers of olden times, and onr 
tion, the patient would have been placed notions respecting the functions of diges- 
under the most favorablo circumstances tion, and all the operations arising there- 
posaiblo for ensuring a perfect cure by the from, have undergone a thorough Change, 
knife. In overy case, however small the 1 Anatomy and Chemistry which have made 
tumor, it is advisable to remove tho whole | such astonishing progress, of late years, 
gland, keeping the knife between the skin aided by the unravelling and analytical 
and the breast, in the layers of cellular and powers of the acromatic microscope, havo 
adipous tissues which surround its external brought Physiology to a state of perfection 
aspect, and detaching it earefnlly from its almost approaching an exact science, and 
fibrous connections beneath. The opera- the arcana of Pathology are in a great de- 
tion thus conducted, no portion of tho gree nnveiled ; consequently, that which 
seirrhus could remain, and there would be was onec deemed a mystery, now admits Of 
no cruel cutting of tho pectoral muscle, comparatively easy explanation and under - 
both events of too freqnent occurrence. — standing. Yet, even before the time of 
Even after the disease appears to be com- Bichat, writers would dare bint at the im- 
plctoly removed, it is wise, for a length of purity of the fluids, and the eliminating of 
time, to enjoin opening medicines and an morbid matters therefrom ; and this from 
abstemious diet, more particularly in a san- the very force of circumstances. At the 
guinc temperament ; else a return of the present day “ blood disease " is admitted 
discaso might take place. For when a can- 18 4 proven fact, and in this view there has 
cerous diathesis has onee declared itself, been founded a speciality or distinct class 
tho morbid action, even after tho removal °* diseases. 

of the primary lesion, is often revived ; So it is with many of the vital operations 
henoo is it, that both breasts have been which, hitherto, have been shrouded in an 
amputated and subsequently the uterus has impenetrable mystery, but simultaneously 
become affected. Several such eases have with several other discoveries, have been 
come to the knowledge of the writer. made plain and satisfactory. The Scalpel, 
The “ humoral theory, " as applied to the Crucible and the Lens have conjoint- 
Pathology, has long been a subject for the tyi assisted the enquirer after truth in his 
shafts of ridicule, and until within a very researches for tho means of benefiting bis 
recent period, no physician who valued bis, fellow-man ; to relieve where cure is im- 
position and standing in the fraternity, durst possible, to soothe his miseries, aud make 
acknowledge that he entertained views with smooth the rugged path wbioh leads to the 
regard to the impurity of the blood, or the (termination of his mortal career. But 
existence of humor3 in the human body ; w **bi Q 11 few yeara past, even without tbe 
although in common with a large propor- i flood of light that has been thrown upon 
tiqnof the profession, he would act upon our scillnce > m * n i' shr *wd and philoeophi- 
the same principle, hy instituting the “ al- ! cal physicians, have instinctively, as it 
terative treatment.” No, doctrines of this; were, entered upon the study of a state o 



itOMK DEPARTMENT. 


87 


the system, seldom or Dover adverted to ; 
Tor, far from looking Upon Plethora as in- 
dicating a morbid oonititutioA of the bod;, 
it was deemed a sign of sound constitution 
and robust health, and gave promise of a 
long life and a green old age. But reflec- 
tion taught them that this teas not health, 
but a redundancy, an excest of nutrition ; 
to a certain extent, a morbid accumulation, 
which, under a deceitful garb, would slow- 
ly, but surely undermine existence, in very 
many different ways, according to peculiar- 
ity of constitution and a variety of adven- 
titious circumstances. 

It would have been well for the poor lady 
whose case has just been detailed, that her 
medical attendant had been aware of what 
has just been stated. If incapable of orig- 
inating an idea, or of putting to good ac- 
count the small modicum of knowledge lie 
Is in possession of, ho would at least, bare 
had a safe guide in so plain a easo. But 
too many physicians, on being admitted to 
practice, discard all study, and ultimately 
forgetting the minutia, become in reality, 
more ignorant than when they left the 
benches — mero routinists. Yet it is said 
that they havo “ acquired experience.” — 
This secures practice, and luoky escapes 
are trumpeted forth as marvellous cures ! 
While mishaps aud had practice, arc laid to 
the account of tho behests of Heaven ! ! 

SENIOR. 

Fob. 12, 1830. 

I For the ami . ] 

Professional >Seerccy. 

Editors of tiie Northern 

Lancet and Gazette : 
Having read the lecture of Professor 
Thomson on Medical Jurisprudence in the 
first number of the Northern Lancet, where 
Lord Mansfield’s opinion is given, as to the 
necessity of a medical man, by order of the 
court, divulging secrets obtained in a pro- 
fessional manner. And the lawnndcustom 
Ilf the State of New York differing, very 
materially, in this respect, 1 tako the liber- 
ty of making the following remarks : 

The relations existing betwocn the phy- 
sician and patient, are analogous to those 


established between attorney and client, 
and placed upon the same footing. He is 
restrained from divulging any thing which 
be may have acquired while being consult- 
ed as a medical adviser, for all lawful pur- 
poses. Formerly, by the common law, tho 
pbysiciao was not a privileged witness ; tho 
privilege extending ooly to legal men, 
which Included only attornics, counsellors 
and solicitors. But by a recent statuto of 
New York, in vol. 2, page 327, §73, it is 
enacted that no person duly authorised to 
practice physic or surgery, shall be allowed 
to disclose any information which he may 
have acquired in attending any patient in 
his professional character, cither as a phy- 
sician or snrgoon ; providing such informa- 
tion was necessary for him to prescribe for 
the patient. Yet, though the statuto is 
thus explicit, it seems the party himself, 
may waive tho privilege, in which ease, tho 
facta may be disclosed (14 Weudcll’s N. 
Y. Reports, page 637). This privilege, 
also extends to all ministers of the gospel, 
and priests of all denominations, and so 
strictly was this rulo adhered to, that by 
tho capitularies of tho French kings and 
of some other continental Codes of tho 
middlo ages, the olergy were not only ex- 
cused, but were utterly prohibited from at- 
tending court as a witness in any case. 

There has always existed a diversity of 
opinion between legal men, why a physi- 
cian should not, in common law, bo ns 
much a privileged witness as an attorney or 
counsellor, and there arc as many of opin- 
ion that they should be, as there arc to the 
contrary. But tho opinions of those in the 
affirmative arc now considered erroneous, 
for by the common law, and in the absence 
of any statutory provision to the contrary, 
the law is well and clearly settled that they 
arc not so privclcgcd ; but arc compelled to 
answer any question in courts of competent 
jurisdiction, however confidential they may 
1 be ; and they are under the same rules and 
regulations of thc.conrt.as any other witness 
' But as they are now privileged by statute 
in New York, and also in Missouri, which 
plaoes them on the same grounds with the 
attorney and counsellor, but which privilege 
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only extends to all lawful communications 
of his client, and which can never he dis- 
closed in evidence in any court of law or 
equity, either in tho cause in which they are 
made, or any other, even between third 
persons, though after the relation of attor- 
ney and client has ceased to exist. In a 
word, the mouth of the attorney, or counsel 
is forever closed on this head. But this 
relation can only exist, it seems, for lawful 
purposes, nor does it extend to the pbyei- 
sician who may be consulted as to the 
means of doing an unlawful act, in his pro- 
fessional character, or otherwise, and he is 
not, in such case, excused by the statute 
from answering, (21, Wendell’s New York 
Reports, page 79,) and in such cases, the 
physician, or tho attorney is compellable 
to answer, and when the fact is disclosod, 
it is for the court, and not for the witness 
to decide whether he is privileged or not 
(1st Hill’s N. Y. Reports, page 33). The 
foundation of this rule, says Lord Chancel- 
lor Brougham, is not on account of any 
particular importance, which the law attri- 
butes to the business of legal professions, or 
any particular disposition to afford thorn 
protection, but it is out of regard to the in- 
terests of justice which cannot but be upliol- 
den, and tho administration of justice, 
which cannot go on without the aid of men 
skilled in jurisprudence in^hc practica of 
the courts in those matters affecting the 
rights and obligations which form tho sub- 
jects of all judicial proceedings. If such 
communications were not protected, no man, 
as the learned judge remarked, would dare 
consult a professional adviser with a view 
to his defence, or tho enforcement of his 
rights. The same rule should apply to the 
physician, for the happiness of all mankind 
requires that there should be the most un- 
limited confidence reposed in his medical 
adviser, for it is of the utmost importance 
to the patient that his medical friend should 
be a competent physician, and that he' 
should possess a clear and unlimited 
statement of his case, for there is more de- 
pending with the patient, than the client, 
for with the former it is life and reputation, 
with the latter only dollars and cents. — j 


and this confidence the law of our state se- 
cures, by providing that it shall be kept 
forever inviolable, and nothing shall be ex- 
tracted from the medical adviser which the 

S tient himself would be privileged from 
iclosing. 

A LEGAL SUBSCRIBER. 
Plattsburgh, March 4, 1850. 

A Pstcological Fact. — Raspail, the 
Frenoh socialist, has pointed out, the Med- 
ical Journal says, one of the powers of 
camphor, which in a psycological point of 
view, is most important— that of putting a 
stop to that fearful insomnolence which ac- 
companies the incubation and first develop- 
ment of insanity. When opium, byosci 
am us, conium and stramonium, and “all 
the drowsy syrups of tho cast” fail to pro- 
duce any effect, a grain of camphor, formed 
into a pill, and followed by a draught of 
an ounce and a half of the infusion of hops, 
mixed with five drops of sulphuric ether, is 
his usual remedy for procuring sleep. 

SlCAR IN THE PERBPI IIATION OP ChOL- 

era Patients. — M. Poirson, one of the 
surgeons of tho Salpctrie, has lately veri- 
fied the fact brought forward by M. Doyere, 
of the existence of grape sugar in the per- 
spiration of cholera patients. An aged wo- 
man, who died of the disease, bad presented 
a vicious cutaneous secretion, part of which 
was removed from the face. This wss mix- 
ed with distilled water, and treated by the 
precipitate tartrate of potasli and copper ; 
and when rcdissolvcd by potash, it reduced, 
at 212“ Fahr., so large a quantity of oxide 
of copper, as to induce the idea that the 
viscosity of the secretion was produced by 
the presence of the sugar. The experiment 
was repeated several times on the same 
solution, and always yielded the same results. 

Under the name of pain are comprehend- 
ed all determinate disagreeable impressions 
or common sensations. It is the impressive 
warning of nature before the approach and 
presence of danger. With respect to diag- 
nosis, it is Tory important, indicating the 
suffering organ, and frequently, also, tlm 
kind of suffering, by its quality. With re- 
spect to prognosis, it is no less important. 

Medical Population op Prussia. — 
From tho statistics of Prusia in 1846, it 
would appear, that in a population of 10,- 
1 10,000, there were 5137 city physicians, 
351 military physicians, 827 surgeons of the 
first class, 1144 surgeons of the scoosd class 
1423 druggists, and 1 1 ,539 midwives. 
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With Biographical Sketches, 
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« No. It. 

HONORIBLE HENRY II. ROSS. 

Henry Howard Ross, one of the most 
distinguished members at the bar of Nor- 
thern New York, and who has justly occu- 
pied a wide space in the public eye, not 
only of the county, but of the whole state, 
was born on the Oth day of May 
1790, in the village of Essex, county of 
Essex and Stato of New York. While but 
a boy be acquired the ordinary education 
attainable in the country ; but his lather, a 
highly respectable and wealthy gentleman, 
resolved to give his son Henry, what to an 
enlightened man, is far above the glittering 
gifts of fortune, a thorough classical in- 
struction, and placed him under the charge of 
the late Mr. Alex Skakel, a model school- 
master, and with whom we had the advan- 
tage of an acquaintance, as one of the gov- 
ernors of tho Montreal General Hospital. 
Under his direction, Mr. Ross pursued the 
preliminary studies required to prepare him 
for entering college. In Oct. 1804, being 
then fourteen years old, ho left his nativo 
village for New York, where ho registered 
at a student at Columbia College, and 
thongh so young, he distinguished himself 
by his application and progress in his stu 
dies, which were crowned by graduation on 
the 3d day of August, 1908. 

Taking leave of his alma mater, the le- 
gal profession presented itself to his mind as 
tho most eligible, to which be would devote 
bis life and his talents; and with that in- 
tention, at the age of 18, ho articled him- 
self with the late Ralph Hascall, Esq., 
of Essex, remaining with that gentleman 
one year. Rut being anxious to prosecute 
his studies in a more amplo field, he re- 
turned to New York in 1909, and entered 
the office of the late celebrated David B. 
Ogden, Esq., of that city, and under 
whose direction ho became qualified to cu- 
ter upon the field of his legal reputation, 
being admitted an attorney in the Supreme 
Court, on the ‘29th Ootober, 1811. Ho 
immediately returned to Essex, and in 
November of that year began his pro- 
fessional career, Having lived in that 
village to this day, his application, assidui- 
ty and talents, soon won for him a good 
share of public favor. He was a young 
man, and had for contemporaries some of 
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the brightest ornaments of the Essex Bar ; 
men of acknowledged abilities and wide 
reputations, who were shortly enabled to 
appreciate and admire the acquirements of 
the junior competitor. On the organisa- 
tion of the militia to meet England in bat- 
tle, ho was commissioned adjutant to the 
37th Rcg’t N. Y. State Militia. He im- 
mediately joined, marched with bis regi- 
ment to Plattsburgh^ and took an active 
part in the engagements of the 6th and 
11th of September, 1814. On this last 
day, more especially, his gallantry was 
deserving of all praise. 

Peace having re-established the friendly 
relations between the two countries, Mr. 
Ross returned to Essex and soon qualified 
himself to practice in the supreme court, 
by being admitted counsellor on the 5th 1 
January, 1815. As he was gaining promo- 
tion in his legal pursuits, if we may be al- 
lowed to use the expression, his advances 
in military life rapidly followed one an- 
other ; from adjutaDt he was appointed 
Brig. Major and Inspector of the 40th 
Brigade, on the 10th April, 1817 ; to the 
Colonelcy of the 37th Rcg’t on the 17th 
March 1821 ; Brigadier General of the 
40th Brigade on the 13th Aug. 1924 ; and 
Major General of tho 11th division of In- 
fantry, in February, 1828, which honora- 
ble commission be retained till 1836, when 
on the 3d day of May of that year he re- 
tired from the militia service. On the 24th 
June 1818, he was admitted a solicitor m ’ 
chancery ; and lastly attained the highest 
rank of a legal practitioner, that of coun- 
sellor in the same court, on the ISth April 
1820, being then in his thirtieth year. 

Mr. Ross was married on the 23d Sep- 
tember, 1822, to an accomplished lady, 
Susannah, daughter of the Hon. A. J. Blan- 
chard, of Salem, Washington county, N. 
Y., and by this union he became the 
brother-in-law of F. L. C. Saillt, Bstp, 
of Plattsburgh. He was iu 1824, the whig 
candidate and Representative elect to the 
18th Congress, for the 19lh District, then 
composed of tho counties of Franklin, 
Clinton, Essex and Warren. HU opponent 
was tho Hop. Wm. Hogan, of Hogansburgh, 
Franklin county, now of New York; a 
gentleman aliko distinguished in politics, 
as in general learning. As a Representa- 
tive, the Hon. Mr Ross discharged his du- 
ties with honor to himself and benefit to bis 
cause and constituents. From 1848 to 
1847, be applied himself assiduously tv his 
calling and roaped a full harvest of profess- 
ional fruits, rising rapidly to n command- 
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ing eminence at the bar. His influence with j he possesses a delicate geese of propriety, j 
all political parties was such, and his legal ana though extremely fond of perpetrating 
qualifications so highly appreciated, that land enjoying a “joke,” he never forgets 
with no one to contend the 6eat, ho was . his own standing and dignity ; manly and 
elected Essex County Judge in 1847 ; | frank, yet judicious, he is proud of the noble 
which situation he resigned in January ambition of seeking distinction through the 
1649. The honorable gentleman it still , legitimate channel of his profession. Asa 
engaged in the practice of bis profession j speaker, bo is forcible and persuasive. — 
and wc bad the pleasure of hearing him ax- 1 1 he confidence reposed in him, in solving 
puc soiuo motions bef^p his honor, A. C. j intricate questions of law is such that roo6t 
Hand, at the court ofTlycr & Terminer, j important cases of “ referee ” are solely left 


held at Plattsburgh in February last. 


I to hi* decision — all will trust to Lis profes- 


To the evants in tho career of such j si on at honor and integrity, whether at the 
a man as Ilcnry II. Hobs, which must al- j bar or on the bench. 

ways be matters of interest to all his con- 1 General Ross is now in the 60th year of 
temporaries, and which will find their . his age ; his hair blanched with the frosts 
proper place in the history of the promi- jof the winter of life ; his figure, somewhat 
cent men of our state, is one fact that can- ( robust, yet elegant and comma ding, im- 
not but be highly flattering to his acquire- presses the spectator with the thought of 
meats, political and forensic. At the Nov. j high intellectual faculties ; bis manners are 
election in 1848, the Electors of President & ! frank, open and cordial, and his convera** 
Viae President, for the State of New York tion polished, gay and witty. 

“ on the day preceding the first Wednesday, We regret that wc are unable to present 
in December after their election,” assem- ] the honorable gentleman's Portrait in our 
bled at the Capitol in the city of Albany, j Gallery, as a pendant »o his Biography — 


to cast their votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States; at which 
meeting of the College of Electors, Gene- 
ral Hess had the honor of being appointed 
President; a distinction conferred only 
upon our most distiaguished citizens. — 
General Ross, with Chjmiles McNf.il, 
Esq , of Charlotte, Vermont, built the 


we trust, however, of doing so at 6ome fu- 
ture day. 

No. ID. 

HONORABLE LEMUEL 8TETS0B. 

County Judge of the County of Clinton, 
Terentius, the poet of Carthage, ones a 


steamer Washington, and plyed it one sea* j slave to a Homan Senator, and the bearer 
son as an opposition boat. In January t of his master’s name, verified in his own 
1^9 (we believe; these gentlemen sold person, the line he wrote in after years. — 
their boat to the Lake Champlain Steam j “Nihil tarn difficile rst, quin anaerendo 
Tow Boat Company, one half of the prioe j invest izari possit.” There is nothing Low- 
being paid in cash and the other half invest- ever difficult, but that may be acquir'd af- 
cd in stock. From that year, General ( ter persevering research — a line rendered 
Ross became a stockholder, subsequently a ; venerable no less from its antiquity, than 
director, ar.d lastly President of thecompa- 1 from its truthfulness, and which is applies* 
Dy, the duties of which responsible situa- j Lie in very many instances to the prominent 
tion, he discharged to the utmost Advantage men of this and of the mighbouringcoun* 
of the stockholders, and satisfaction to the j ties. The subject of our first biographical 


public. 


j sketch, and the one of the present, are 


General Ross is peculiarly happy in pos- J striking examples of what pet severance and 
■easing those attributes required to make a i determination will overcome and triumph- 


popular n.an ; eminently sociable, his va- 
ried and sprightly talent* are certain of 
captivating the warmest regards of all who 
may wt&ko his acquaintance, whether as a 
professional man or a citizen ; benevolent 
and kind, be is well known for hospitable 
and generous disposition ; to a high de- 
gree couttcoua and conciliatory in Li* inter- 1 
eon rue with Lis fellow citizens, It eat ing 
every one with the preferred hand of ccr* 
dislity in a]] places and under all circum- 
stance# ; polite and affable in bis manners 


antlv achieve. Tho reader has seen that 
one from very small beginnings has pursued 
a career of prosperity and of honor ; and 
the present, from the son of a fainter of lim- 
ited means, has become the fortunate pos- 
sessor of the highest gifts in the hands of 
the constituency of his county. 

Llmucd Stetson, second a r n of Reuben 
and I*oia Stetson, was born on the 13th 
day of March, 1804, at Champlain, in tho 
county of Clinton, aod State of New Yojk. 
Hia father had removed to that town from 
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Hardwieke, Miss., of which si* to his moth- licensed in attorney of tint court. Hiring 
er was also s native. By referring to Dean’s now obtained the first step in bis profession, 

History o/" Sr.ituate, we find thpt Robert he found himself reliable tu his own exer- 
Stctsori, Ilia first ancestor of Lemuel in A- tions for the liquidation of a few debt*, 
metics, and an Englishman, hid soon join- contracted during his clerkship ; small sums 
cd that devoted bond of pioneers, who a- carefully treasured from the very limited 
bandoning their England homo, sought lib- income of a district-school teacher and from 
erty on the American Continent, the bless- other sources within his own reach, with 
ings of which they first experienced on the the occasional small donations of his father. 

Rock of Plymouth, ou the 22d of December from whom he could not. reasonably expect 
1620. Robert established himself in Scit- muqli, and who had so many other draught* 

Date, Mass., in the year 1634; twenty-five upon his industry; he defrayed the expen- 
years after, ho was familiarly and exten- sea incurred during the years he was pre- 
•ively known as Cornet Robert, from be- pariug to cuter that profession, which bis 
ing the sub- ordinate officer of the first com- now placed him in vary flattering, if not 
pauy of Horse, raised in the Plymouth Col- in comparatively independent circumstan- 
ony, in the year 1669 — (Colony Record ) ecs. 

Lemuel in hisyoqth and in the agricuitu Mr. Stetson commenced practicing law 
ral months, was the assistant of his father h* in that part of the flourishing village of 
the management of the. farm, the winters Keescvillc, situated in Clinton County, tbai 
being passed as a pupil iu the common is on the west side of the Ausable River. — 

•chool. Having qualified himself, he be- In February, 1 1>3 1 , he married in Plalts- 
earoe a District 'School Instructor, which burgh, Helen, eldest daughter of the lata 
modest bat most praiseworthy and selfde- Ralph Ha scam., Esq., one of the mostdis- 
nying situation, lie retained four conaecu tinguished members of the Essex Bar. In 
five winters ; boarding with the farmers in 1 -3 1, at the July term of iho .Soprani s 
the neighborhood of the school, as was cus- Court, in session at Utica, he was admitted 
tomary at that day, and still observed in a Counsellor ; and in the winter of 1*35, . 
many districts at the present. Tho late he repaired to Albany, where bo passed his 
Alex Hamilton Prescott, many years the examination of Solicitor and Counsellor in 
Principal of the Plattsburgh Academy, had the Court of Chancery. 

Lemuel under his charge over two years, Mr. Stetson's reputation as a successful 
instructing him ia the classical languages; lawyer, and his strong and powerful advo- 
and which period of instruction was allowed cscy of tho doctrines of the democratic 
him at Ins examination for admittance to school, together with the influence he en- 
tbc Supreme Court joyed with tho members of that party, 

Selecting the legal profession »a the mast brought him before the public in the new 
in accordance with his inclination, in the light of a politician; and in Mow. 1834, ho 
•prjng of 1821, being then in his twenty- secured the nomination and election of 
first year, Mr. Stet' in commenced readiug Member ot Assembly for tho County of 
law in tho office of the Hon. Junius C. Clinton, to serve during the year 1635.-r- 
Hubbill, of Chary ; under this gentleman’s He was re-elected to the same body, and 
direction, and subsequently under that of without opposition, for the session of 1*36. 

C, K. Avei inn, Esq.,of Rouse’s Point, he On the 6th Oct. 1837, ho was appointed 
remained till April, 1820, when in that District Attorney for the county, the duties 
month he came to Plattsburgh, and entered of which office lie discharged creditably to 
as student to the late Judge Lyndn, with himself, when on ihc 3rd Oct. 1843, he ra- 
whoro he prosecuted his studies for the signed the situation, and was succeeded by 
three succeeding years, and to the time of L, D. Brock, Esq , the present incumbent, 
his admission to practice in the Supreme In Nov 1841, he was a third lime nom- 
Conrt. inated and elected to the Assembly for lha 

On the Srd January, 1*24, and cense, year 1842; and in September of that year, 
qnewtly previous to the expiration of hb whilst in attendance at a special session of 
clerkship with the Judge, after examination, the Legislature, he was honored with a fourth 
ha was admitted to practice in the Clinton nomination, which however ho declined prs- 
County Common Ploas lu 1829, at the vhms to the cleotiou. Haring served thro* 

May term of the Supreme Court holden ip session! a* Member of A saeuibiy , he was iu 
New York, Mr. Stetson, in the 2fitb year Nov. 1842, td-etod Representative to th» 
of his age, and after fire years duty in the 2tlb Congress, fur the 1 to Congressional 
t'firo* of the above Darned gentlemen, was; district, comp jaed ol the fcouaiM* of ClkU 
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ton, Franklin, Wanes, and part of that of > man — relying upon hi* own individual ener- 
Hamilton. The Hon. Mr Stetson was e* gies, and strict probity of professional and 
quaHy capable in the Congress Chamber, ' political life, he stands at a very great dis- 
cs ho had been in the Assembly Room; and tauee from all those who ever entered the 
in the first session of his term, he was a list*, in the race of public favor; and we 
member of the committee on Foreign Af- know of no man of his age, in Northern 
fairs, 'and also one of that on Revolutionary New York, who has been so uniformly and 
Claims ; in the second session, he was ap- eminently successful, and as for attributing 
pointed Chairman of the committee on the | this result entirely to chance, we will again 
District of Columbia. i welcome the words of a college friend : 

On the last Tuesday of April, 194fl, the quisque fortune ntitur. [ditimns: 

Hon. gentleman was elected a delegate from 1 praroellit. atquo eiinde sapere cum omnos 
this county to the Convention called and • • • ! * ,Uum auteD1 R uo * vcrt,t mai '-. 
held at Albany, to amend the Constitution ■ , , , , , •owtu., 

of Ac State, at which Convention he was • • • -I* frequently happens that a man will 
appointed Chairman of the committee to | exoel over others, beerae fortune favors him; 
consider the powers and duties of the Leg- 1 ? nd « »«nbute bts success to hu mer- 
iaUflure, not otherwise referred. Once more ll ’ “ ad . 14 “ een 5 >“terwie«, we would look 
in the political field of his county, the dem- ! u P° n “ lm 18 a fllm r lcton ' • • • * 
ocflstie party elected him, on the 7th Juno, j Judge Stetson possesses to a high degree 
1347, to the Chair of County Judge, a situ- that form of temperament usually called 
ation tenable for four years and in which nervous, extreme susceptibility of mind and 
capacity he holds the tonnty court and pre- ! body, and which therefore satisfactorily ac- 
uities at the court of Sessions; the popula- counts and apologises for bis excitability 
tion of Clinton comity being less than 40,- [ on different occasions. 

000 inhabitants, he is also required by Ac ' As a Judge be is able, highly judicious 
Near Constitution, to perform the duties of and discriminating; and since he has filled 
Surrogate. In Ac discharge of his duties, his responsible office, we know not Alt 
big constant presence being required at the there has been one case of appeal from his 


decision in court. And in relation to hi* 
capabilities as a lawyer, we may make the 
remark , that during five years magistracy 
in Keeserillc, on no occasion was his ‘judge- 
ment’ overturned,— these circumstances are 
well known to Ac Bar in Ais and Essex 
oounties. 

Judge Stetson is now in the 46th year of 
his ago; his figure is tall and propose using, 
sufficiently muscular to combine the agility 3 
of youA with the strength of manhood ; the 
features portraying strongly that determi- , 
nation, firmness and perseverance which be 
is known to possess to a high degree, arc 
very faithfully represented in tho engra- 
ving. 

The want of smell (anosmia) is ciAer 
occasioned by disease of the olfactory nerves w 
and the nasal mucus membrane, such as 
catarrh, inflammation, ulcers, and polypi,. • 
pressure on the olfactory nerves by tumors 
~ — ... , of the bones or brain, or through an affee- 

enmities, he has obtained a most honorable i Uon uf tbc brain „ bjpora:m i a ^ in flamm*. 
standing among hi. fellow eitiiens. And tion> apoplexy. Anosmia may also 
his success is the more extraordinary, that uocur f rom chronic diseases of the iotesti- 

he has but little that is temporising m br» ' nal C a.ual. -SfAi//. 

disposition, and that tho freedom and flu- ' ' 

enoy of speech, which he uses most liberal- 1 The longer Ae delirium continue* in fr. 
ly and under all cirauw stances, has unfor- vers, the sooner tho disease proves fatal, or 
innately orea’ed him some enemies; and leave* the nervous system in a debilitated 
ibis is not to be wondered at— » self-wade -state, after the disease. — it/. ‘ * ’ 


county town, Judge Stetson disposed of his 
property in Keeseville, and on the 20th Au- 
gust, 1947, he established his residence in 
Plattsburgh. 

From 1837 to 1942, that is, till his elec- 
tion to Congress, he was Secretary and one 
of the Directors of tho Clinton and Essex 
Mutual Insurance Compsrny. 

The extraordinary and almost unparallel- 
ed success of tho Hon. Lemuel Stetson, in 
his profcMional and more especially in his 
political career, is the most striking and 
flattering proof of his abilities, and of Ae 
great influence he exercised over Ac dem- 
ocratic party ; with the exception of two 
or three nominations to unimportant local 
town offices, he has never been defeated 
when in nomination ; his energies spurred 
him to seek distinction, a generous and res- 
olute constituency firmly supported him, 
hope promised and nevor deserted him, and 
driving through difficulties, opposition and 
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NORTHERN LANCET, 

AND 

GAZETTE OP LEGAL MEDICINE. 

Plattsburgh, March, 1850. 
“TRUTH WITHOUT FEAR.” 


if tlicio good people will lUien to us for a 
moment, wo will endeavor to justify our 
conduct. 

Apropos of tbis subject, a gentleman in 
Kecsevillc said to us, not long since, “ no 
___ matter what subject you iulroducc, if it is 
confiucd to the science of medicine, it were 
— far preferable that our young people should 

All articles in Ibis department, fur whkli th** writer , .. .• . j 

read it, tuan to spend their time poring over 


•nly becomes rcspoltiribU-, will hr rirciguatrd as follow*: 
I'HXNCtS J. H’Avkih N, * 


n lui * etc nii Mod, t the mysteries of Philadelphia and New 

— : — ■ 1 "■ I York/ 1 “ And,** said lie, “wo often see 

Since the publication of the first number those vile books laid sido by side with the 
of the “Northern Lancet,” mauy have Bible, on our centre table.” 
read and examined it, and have justly ap-l We assert that no person will find in the 
prcciaU-d our humble efforts to open to the “ Lancet,” any thing that will produce tho 
public a proper source of obtaining infor-j least germ of passion, any thing that could 
rnation iu medical scieuco. r l hey perceive foment the smallest spark of criminal in- 
that our journal will be one great means Mention. 

of improving and elevating the Medical! But let us examine the conduct of soma 
Faculty to the high position it ought to] 0 f these objectors. They hold up their 
occupy. They sec that our object is of the j hands in horror at the idea of our journal 


most philanthropic measures. 

Our dut}* is to see and examine the foun- 
dation on which we arc to build, in order 
that it may prove strong, and that on it we 
may raise a durable edifice, one that may 
brave every storm. 


beiug read by their children. But what 
course do they pursue iu regard to the gen- 
crul reading of those very children ? Do 
they put iuto their hands moral works 
— the Bible, for instance ? No, assuredly 
not. For roethinks tho same objection 


In undertaking the publication of this! could he found against certain portions of 
journal, we stand upon a strong arid firm i that sacred volume. No, youthful feeling 
basis. With the help of scientific rcsourc-! uiust not be deadened by giving tho mind 
es, with the assistance of those w ell dis- to grave subjects. Youth must have soinc- 
posed towards us, in our profession, we thing light to read. They must follow the 
shall be able to erect an edifice of useful | course of the butterfly , running from flower 
knowledge for all classes. We shall Ik*! to flower, without thought of the future. — 
able to erect a temple to contain the tro* To accomplish this they are permitted to 
phies of so many knights who have labored roa j a novel. Another is brought in, and a 
with so much courage and lienor, and who third one is received with great avidity, and 
have gathered so many laurels in tho ar-| s0 ou un til a diseased miud, a vitiated tasto 
duous practice of medicine. 1 the consequence ; and tho subject thinks 

Wc expected, as editors, to receive our that to bo deprived of reading novels and 
share of criticism ; but we are most happy ; romances would be the greatest misfortuno 
to say that very little consuro has thus far th a t could possibly befall him. So also 
fallen to our lot. There arc, however. I with the young lady addicted to novel- read- 
some persons of a delicate and sensitive j [ng. She lives in a world of imaginary 
intellect, who arc pleased to consider this joys and sorrows, the greatest event in 
journal as a highly improper one to intro- ! which, is the gaining or losing of a lover. 

Those persons urge as ; Her soul is wrapped in fictions 


duce into families, 
an objection, that we publish cases of mid- ! appetite and sleep 
irifery, &c., not fit to be read by any land passionate. 


She loses 
She hecumes nervous, 
Nothing can quench that 


young lady or gentleman, or any person not! fire burning her brain, but more brands ot 
blessed with half a score of children. But romance ; nothing can relieve her but more 
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materials of excitement. Fire oa fire is on, the other lying oa a couch of sicknext 
the work. ! and pain. This extraordinary and intenae- 

Witb such an education, such romantic* ly exciting trial, was cartfhlly and faithful* 
feelings, how can a young lady be of any reported by us. Sonto practice as a report- 
service to her fellow creatures ? How can 1 er within the last few years, and more cspecl- 
•ko become the honored mother of good during ° 0 r studentship, hn- enabled uo to 
and healthy children ; How can she bring |I' rcs ' nt our readers, a truthful and complete 

them up in the path of virtue to become!™ ° fB " the at *"dant up- 

* ion this exposure of human depravity aud pa- 

ternal cruelty, as elicited from the different 
witnesses ; thoctidcnco is here presented as 
it fell from the lips of these persons in the wit- 
ness-box. 

With less care, aud wo did not deem it re- 


ornaments to the society in which they live • 

No, sho has been, by an injudicious educa- 
tion, ruined, and can but help to ruin oth- 
ers. How much better, then, to study 
anatomy, or even medical science in gene- 
ral. Sometimes a little knowledge in these jquured, wu reported tho addresses of the four 


matters is made the means of preventing 
great evils. 

In the first number of the Lancet a case 
of midwifery is presented in which, from 
ignorance, the patient lost her life. She 
was very young, her mother unnecessarily 
scrupulous ; the conscquenoo of which was, 
she met with an untimely end. And such 
ignorance is the cause of the death of] 
thousands. 

The Lancet will please, we feel assured, 
all our friends who are desirous of obtaining 
knowledge, itwill interest all classes without 
injuring their morals, and wu hope it will be 
the means of preventing much bodily suf- 
fering, and thus, though indirectly, pro- 
mote the growth of healthy, vigorous minds. 
Happy the nation which can boast sound 
minds in sound bodi s. 

Our readers will find most excellent in- 
struction under the head of “ Popular Ks- 
says on Anatomy aud Physiology.” The 
author has for several years, from the best 
writers and from his own experience, gath- 
ered tho most ample materials. These 
essays arc intended to give tho reader in- 
formation of tho most important kind, in 
tho simplest language, of himself. 


Medico-Legal Remarks on 
den's Trial, 


If. Wcr- 


gentleijicn acting for the prosecution and the 
defence ; the general tenor was however cor- 
rectly noted, and upon this skeleton we havo 
engrafted words and expressions, trusting in 
having dune justice to all parties, in present- 
ing these outlines of their appeals to tho 
court and jury. Tbeso addresses being in 
every instance, hut an analysis of the evidence, 
clothed in such language as the imaginative 
loind of the attorney utuy deem fit, with tho 
intention of impressing the court and jury 
favorably in his favor, by portraying in glow- 
ing expressions and strong colors, the horror 
of the crime, and its tendency upon society ; 
or to divest, as much as he possibly can, tho 
culprit s offence of its hidcouencas and extent, 
furm hut a small portion of the interest mani- 
fested, and expeeted from every criminal trial, 
where not only tho laws of tho laud havo 
been infringed, hut those of the Supremo 
Judge : and which are born with the child and 
grew up with the man. have been debased, 
yen, grossly insulted, ly the overwhelming 
swny of unrestrained passion. 

We look upon Wordens trial os ono of groat 
importance, and one which very truly and 
appropriately oupporto our assertion, at page 
27 of our Lancet, that medical and oTcn legal 
men. are in many eases incompetent to tho 
discharge or tho duties imposed upon them 
either by unforsecn circumstances, or by so- 
licited favor. This we shall prove by our own 
analysis and comments 0 |«m the medieal ovi- 


Baginning at page 70 of this numba 


I lienee, and especially upon that of Dr. M. 
] Stevenson, of Chaiy, who was called to tho 
. . I suffering man. ere tho blood drawn by a mur- 
A A , „ 2 [> ,0 V«ou, hand had been washed away, and who 

riuuor will find the details of the first partjcnntinuod his attendance until the Hast weok" 
of the murderous drama enacted by Henry t before th* trial : to understand it satisfactori- 

Worden, the victim being his son Gilbert I *- T lhe - r f a '’ t ‘ r *““ r0 10 r * f «r to hi* ovidenes. 

,h. ono a convict in th. Clinton State Pris- p^ecutinr.nl'd^gV^t^ ° ? ’ ^ 
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The Dootor tells us. that on arriving at Oli- j fence question as to the nature of the cloth of 
▼er’s house, where Gilbert Worden had beeh ] which the pantaloon was composed 1 and 
transported, he found him on the bed, and the j whether the Dr. had ascertained if there were 
left limb very bloody ; but mentious nothing as many perforations through the cloth as 
as to the position it occupied, or to its natural there were wounds in tho limb ? Here they 
or unnatural shape; points of much impor- j were both at fault, and for this reason: is it 
tance, and which to a practiced eye would at ! not a vdl known fact to every man who has 
the moment have established an important , had practical or theoretical surgical experi- 
data, which could have been more fully cor- j er.ee, and more especially to the army medical 
roborated upon a further examination, that of; man, that when there is but one opening. “ it 
the limb divested of tho pantaloon. Was this j frequently happens that the ball, instead of 
portion of the clothing on, or was it off at the j teariug tho cloth or linen, carries a portion of 
time he first saw the patient ? Ifit was on, were j them before it iu the form of a sac into the 
the efforts, os slight and gentle as they should wound, and when such portion of cloth is 
bo to remove it, attended with any fresh bleed- J withdrawn, the ball falls out. 17 We shall not 
iug 1 and if so, what was the color of the , report tho case which we saw some three 
blood — dark and black or red and Vermillion ? ■ years since, but quote Mr. Guthrie, on Gun- 
are questions which were not adted, and there- j Shot h ounds of the extremeties. page 20. and 
fare overlooked by the witness at tho stand.— | S. Cooper s Surgical Dictionary, article “Gun- 
lie proceeds to the examination, and tells u-> j Shot wounds,'' where he relates a ease in 


that he ascertained injuries dono by two balls, 
and a largo quantity of shot ; that the left 
thigh bone was broken by a ball from the in- 
side of the limb, four inches above the knee 
joint, passing through tho substance of the 
thigh, tho bone of necessity included, oblique- 
ly downwards to tho opposite side and coming j 
out, consequently, on a level lower than the j 
point of entrance. The second, or lower ball, ' 
had entered two inches lower than tho first, 
(two incheB above the knee joint), a little ! 
more on the insido of the thigh and glanced i 
downwards towards tho ham. We confess our 
inability of undt?rstanding the expression of 
*• inside of tho thigh,” but on referring to the 
Dr.’s opinion relative to tho danger of the 
wound, the lower ball is mentioned to bo very 
near tho femoral artery (he should have said 
popliteal artery,) we must conclude it conveys 
tho moaning of nearer the anterior surface 
of the limb, and farther from tho popliteal 
space (commonly called the ham), for it is 
well known that the popliteal artery rests 
deeply at this part of its course, lying against 
tho small popiiteus muscle, which, with its fa- 1 
acia, alone separates the artery from the bone * 
The bone here is in its turn quite superficial. ) 


which a piece of shirt was carried in this 
i manner, “ four inches into tho flesh.” Was 
I this ascertained ? An examination of the pan- 
taloon would have decided the point; it stiU 
uo doubt can be done, though too late, in » 
legal view, it would nevertheless bo very ac- 
ceptable in relation to the surgical treatment. 
There can never be a probability without a 
possibility, and therefore let us look upon tbs 
most favorable and pleasing side of the pic- 
ture. Aftor being wounded, G. Worden foil 
down. He tried to get up, and fell down 
again. It is not very improbable but that 
tho ball might have been drawn out by tbs 
stretch made upon the cloth, and we nro car- 
ried out still farther, a ball may be stopped 
immediately it has entered the body, and then 
bo ejected by the elasticity of the part against 
which it strikes, lie was evidently walking 
at the time of receiving the abut, possibly th® 
leg was semi-flexed, and in the act of bringing 
the foot to the ground, the flexors of the leg 
were then in action ; the tendons forming th® 
inner and outer boundaries of the popliteal 
space, might have opposed sufficient resistance, 
either to change the direction of the ball, or 
under more favorable circumstances, to cans® 


being only covered by the integuments, eellu- ! j* a ejection. An Important point now pre- 
Iar and adipose tissues and the combined ten- 1 $ cn t s itself ; if the leg was in the balf-bent 
dons of tlio four eitcmior mtiseles of tho log 1 (U , C) t]|C ,, n ’l would havo room to pass bo- 
upon the thigh. Thoreforo. if the ball follow- 1 tw „ cn the tcn don,. close to the bone, and fear- 
ed the direction mentioned by the Dr it must ' fuI!y c! ,^ 0 to the artery— a miracle, almost, 
have come in fearful provimity to tho inrgo tU|lt it was not torn -or if t)io leg was extend* 
blaod vessel. This second, or lower ball had | aqd the mu6 <. !e , „„ tha‘ stretch, their ten- 
glanced downwards towards the bam. and^, th( , n t( ,; ng eloacly applied to the bona 
could not be .found —is it still buried in tho the popliteal space then .becomes almost ob- 


limb I Why did not the counsel fvr the do* | literal od. the artery is more superficial— and 
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ft range it is. should, in such a case, the ham- 
string tendons escape being severed totally or 
pArtialiy. To what extent was the examina- 
tion in search of the ball prosecuted ? What 
was the ascertainable or ascertained depth of 
the wound 1 and were there any pieces of 
clothing in the course of the wound 1 nro 
•questions as yet unanswered, and probably, 
wero never dreamed of. Some more satisfac- 
tory explanation might have been obtained, if 
the witness's opinion had been questioned, 
relative*. to the direction and velocity of the ball, 
as far ns appreciable ; the position of the p-r* 
aon or of the iujured limb at the time of the 
accident, and the structure of the parts pene- 
trated ; then a more prolwblo and passible 
conjecture of the course of the ball can gene- 
rally bo formed, than if these explanatory 
circumstances had not been regarded. 

The Dr. considered (at the time ?) the 
wound a very dangerous one, though subse- 
quent testimony differs very materially from 
this “ first impression ” There is one point 
more relative to the course of the lower ball, 
unless we are extremely at fault with our 
anatomy — a conclusion we cannot admit -or 
the evidence so superficial that no informa- 
tion can be gleaned from it, the reader, we 
leave to decide. The ham is a depression cor- 
responding to the bend of the knee, bounded 
upon the outside l.y the tendon of the biceps 
(two-headed muscle. > on the inside by those 
of the semi-rnembranosus (half-fleshy,) semi- 
tendinosus (half tendinous.) sartorius (tail- 1 
o^s muscle) and gracilis (the graceful mus- 
cle) ; this space extends from four to five 
inches from the articulation of the knee joint | 
upwards, and half nn inch from it downwards 
(these measurements, like many others in 


Dr. Stevenson, therefore, in a point of anato- 
my would have been n.« correct in calling the 
artery which so providentially escaped injury, 
the internal iliac, as the femoral. This is a 
nice point in anatomy, some will say, so do 
we, but in practical view and operative de- 
ductions in different portions of the continu- 
ous arterial trunk of the lower extremity, is as 
important and differential as the artery of the 
leg is in relation with the carotid artery or the 
artery of the arm. To return from this di- 
gression, the popliteal artery therefore, is 
deeply seated, protected l>y the tendons upon 
the inner And outer sides, enveloped in a quan- 
tity of fat. varying in different individuals ; 
next we have the popliteal vein, and still more 
superficial, tliat is nearer tho skin, runs the 
popliteal nerve, the internal division of tho 
sciatic (nerve of the posterior part of tho 
j thigh) and one of the largest nervous cords in 
t hebody.nnd running along the outer boundary, 
that is on the inside of the biceps, is the pe- 
roneal nerve, the external division of the sciat- 
ic trunk ; all these parts are contained within 
the popliteal space, as also several cutaneous 
nerves, veins, and the collateral articu- 
lar arteries, derived from the popliteal : 
and this space in the extended state of the leg 
measures less than three-quarters of an inch 
in depth — in very thin persons, even less than 
ouc quarter, the fulness or plumpness of this 
part causing it to vary considerably in differ- 
ent persons. When the leg is in a half bent 
position, the space is to alt appearance, some- 
what increased, and the artery not being 
hound down cloeo to the bone, by the parts 
being on the stretch, would more probably 
Avoid injury than when the leg is extended upon 
the thigh ; though the boundaries, tho ham- 


anntom v, aro subject to much variation.) j strings, nro more prominent and feel tenser 
through this space we find the popliteal arte- under tho skin from the contracting mid con- 
ry, the size of a largo goose quill, after having I tractod condition of the muscles themselves, 
passed through the tendinous opening of! If the ball is yet in the leg, and if it pene- 
of the adductor longus (long adductor of the tratod at least half of the ham from side to 
thigh) femoral artery above this faint, it now side, it is extraordinarily providential if some 
takes the name of popiliteal, resting first on of these parts were not injured, the popliteal 
the bone, then on the posterior ligament of artery was certainly intact ; had it wounded 
the knee joint, and lastly on the layer of fas- the popliteal nerve, it must, at the very in- 
eia covering tho popliteus muscle ; the artery Utant, have destroyed all feeling and motion 
then passes between the two heads of the gas- j in the whole of the posterior portion of tho 
trocuemius (muscle of the leg) and takes an- 1 leg, part of its anterior surface, and in the solo 
other name? aud another course ; this popliteal : of the foot j if the ball divided the tendon of the 
artery is the continuation of the femoral, this biceps, the peroneal nerve must have been in- 
of the externa! iliac, and this in turn of the jured, and followed by the some results, except 
common iliac, a primitive division of the great that the paralysis would then affect part of tho 
arterial trunk of the human system, on the anterior and lateral surface of the leg and tl.e 
body of the fourth lumbar (loins) vertebra. — !»ack of the foot ; lastly, was the popliteal vein 
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wounded or not 1 was there much flow of dark maxient injury, and hoped ho would bo 
blood 1 and to what maybe attributed the permanently cured. This b one of the nsser- 
•welling of the parts below the knee and of tions most prone to censure, and upon tho 
the knee iteclf. unless this state is due to some plainest grounds. What might have been the 
obstruction thrown in the way of a free return circumstances which should have prompted him 
to the blood, by the vein being either implica- to answer differently, bad be for one moment 
tod or compressed upon by the ball. if presen t.or reflected, and instead of assisting the defence, 
by other adventitious circumstances. What (which ho most clearly did) would by a proper 
is the condition of the log, as to sensation ami judgement and some knowledge of gun-shot 
motion ? if these functions are diminished or • wounds practically, or at Irotf theoretically, 
entirely suspended, in what region* of tho leg tended to the incrimination of the prisoner at 
and foot are they found ? and calling to mind tho bar! In every gun shot wound, there are 
the distribution of the popliteal and peroneal three things to be borne in mind, which may 
nerves, wc can at once come to a true and ro- complicate the injury., and ocutrion an unex- 
linble conclusion as to the extent and results pcctcd and alarming train of symptoms. — 
of the injury. These details of anatomy, now first, pieces of clothing, or other suLstnnces 
appreciated by the reader to be of the greatest forced by the hall before it into the wonr.d. — 
importance, were not expected to be drawn •Secondly, the ball itself, and thirdly, I^oso 
from questions by tho counsels, but they splinters of bone. What arc tho eftVcts at- 
•hould. at least , have been slightly hinted at tendant upon these three causes conjointly or 
by Dr. Stevenson. We feel called upon to separately ? Most numerable unfavorable 
throw out these anatomical descriptions, that symptoms, by irritation of the soft parts, pro- 
our readers may appreciate our position, and ducing pain, inflammation, convulsions, he- 
judge where the deficiency exists. murrlmge, long suppurations, ftc . a train of 

For several days the Dr. had not seen Gil- evils of the worst character, and which may 
bert Worden. '‘He had recovered sooner than eventually lead to the death of the patient, or 
he (tho Dr.) expected," when he accidentally ; ftn y thing less to tho absolute necessity of 
beard that ho was worse, and called to sec him. amputation. 

The state in which he found the patient is not 1 There is another important practical point, 
mentioned, except that there was some swell- j the fracture of a cylindrical bone by a ball is 
ing, (wc ascertained the day of the trial, from | very different in its npponronco and results 
a person who had seen him, that there was j from a fracture produced by any Other canse ; 
much swelling, pain and some discharge of ! rarely, very rarely indeed, will a l»sll knock 
matter: )but judging from the Dr.'s certainly out a clean piece of bone — this result, as far 
very kind and humane wish that he might ro- as our researches extend, is not known to ex- 
eover. and that it would not produce any per- ist : but it is a fact well established, that in 
manent injury, his care must not have been all gun-shot fractures, fissures or cracks arc 
very precarious ; “the man walks with a cane . found to extend to one or two-thirds of tho 
or crotch, M very imperfectly indeed, and there ( length of the bone. And here wc ore again 
is “ somo flexion and extension of the knee- supported by Mr. Guthrie : “The fracture ex- 
joint, M this is rather a vague expression. Is tends far above and bclovr the immediate part 
the motion voluntary or not ! Can Gilbert struck by the ball, and as far as depends, 
bend his leg by the musoulsr power alone, and • from my information from the examination 
to what extent ? or must he help himself with of limbs that were amputated, farther down- 
tho hand ? arc other points which have beon wards than upwards, to that from a fracture 
entirely overlooked. The Dr. saya the man in the middle of tlio thigh, 1 have often seen 
“ recovered sootier than he expected," this we fissures extend into the condyles, and cause 
will admit with him. if he regards the cure as ulceration of the cartilages of the knee joint, 
complete, and leaves the case to tho hands of &o.," p. 190. The doctor soys that the thigh 
nature. By the time three or six months was broken, how badly, is* r.ot ascertained. It 
have elapsed, he may have cither cause of re- j is a compound fracture, a jtortion of the bone 
joiciug in the fulfilment of his good intention, | was lost, and from tho high authority just, 
or he will have to acknowledge the correctness quoted, there can be no question ns to the fia- 
of our position. curing of the thigh bone, both above and be- 

The question being O'-kcd, whether the low, and to an extent more than the doctor 
injury would be permanet or not, Dr. S : probably thought. If the injury has taker 
answered ilia t it would not produce a j or- 'place four inches above the kne^, and that 
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from cases already observed in extensive hoe- j degree of crime upon Worden, and fully to 
pi tal and field practice, the fissure runs more j the extent of the fourth count of the indict* 
downwards than in the opposite direction, are -ment ? But the judge based hi* argumente 
we not correct in asserting that the probabili- upon the evidence, and the errors lie with the 
ty is entirely superceded by the certainty of a attornies. 

fracture extending through one or both con-' u Gun-shot fractures of the thigh,'* says Dr. 
dyles, or articulating surfaces of the lower J. Thompson. “ have universally been allowed 
extremity of the thigh bone. And what are to be attended with a high degree of danger; 
we to expect from this state of things 1 In- indeed, till late years, very few instances have 
{(animation, suppuration and destruction of been recorded of recovery from these injuries. 
the cartilages of the knee joint, and if nature. ! Bavanton acknowledges that in his long 
with a charitable hand, comes to the relief of j and extensive practice he has never seen an 
♦ho suffering man and arrests (ho disease, j example of recovery from a gun-shot fracture 
Worden will then recover with a stiff knee. ■ of the thigh ; and Hdguer, in hie calculation# 
if nothing more serious : and is that “ pernia-j with regard to those who have recovered from 
nently cured, without a permanent injury 7“ j gun-shot fractures, sets aside those of the 
There is another very surprising but neeessa- thigh bone, as being of a nature altogether 
ry declaration, that the left limb is three quar - 1 hopeless. In the present improved state of 
t#rs of an inch shorter than the other, a re- military surgery, instances not unfrequontly 
suit to be anticipated, if there was much loss occur of recovery from this fracture ; but of 
of bone, and bears on the face of it that a por- j these the number will be found, I believe, to be 
♦ion of tho bone was destroyed equivalent to exceedingly small, in comparison with those 
the shortening of the limb, and consequently who die.particularly when the fracture has bad 
♦his loss cannot have taken place unless a jits seat above the middle of tho bone.” Percy 
much greater degree of injury had been done j says that scarcely two of ten recover of those 
♦o the bone than the practitioner had a right \ who have suffered gun-shot fractures of the 
to expect. If there has been loss of bone less ! thigh bone. 

♦han the difference in the length of the limb, j M. Guthrie (page 191) says that “ upon a 
♦he balance must be made up by malposition review of the many cases which I havo seen, I 
of the bones, one riding over the other. I do not believe that more than one-sixth recov- 

Herc is another point, which we will vouch erod so as to have useful limbs ; two-thirds of 
was never thought of. After a gun-shot the whole died either with or without ampu- 
wound has healed, or if amputation is resorted tation, and the limb? of the remaiuing sixth 
to, and the stump is perfectly cured, is there ; were not only nearly useless, but a causo of 
any possibility of disease subsequently attack- [much uneasiness to them for the remainder of 
tag some important part of the system, remote their lives.” 

from tho primary seat of injury 1 I ndoubt- Compare the above statements with those of 
edly so. Inflammation, followed bv suppura- f)r. Stevenson and mark the difference. Why 
tion of some of the organs, is very apt to occur, did not the counsel for the defence, make cn- 
the liver being most generally the seat of this Iquiriee relative to G. Worden's constitutional 
secondary dieoasc. Many of the soldiers who habit, whether he was predisposed to con sump- 
were wounded during the peninsular war, and < tion, scrofula. &r , what were his habits in ro- 
who had undergone amputation, subsequently' gard to temperance or intemperance, in a 
died of affect ions of the lungs or liver. The I medical and notin a legal point of view? — 
same observations have been made under a I These questions are of greater importance 
variety of circumstances, where this condition 'than what one might suppose: a peculiar 
could not ho attributed to ntmospherU or cli- ! constitution of body, may so operate on one 
matic influences, the explanation of this result j individual, that a very simple and trifling in- 
being based upon constitutional irritation, 'jury will occasion very severe and protracted 
produced by the local injury, and upon the disease, and in many instances terminating in 
irregular action of the vascular system to death; whereas the eamo tiffed ion, inanoth- 
which the irritation may give rise. Had all er person, nnpredisposed, would safely and 
these quecri on?, tnost Important as row they shortly he brought to a cure: tho same ro- 
wjll be seen, but unfortunately too !ato in the marks apply to persons of temperate and in- 
day, been asked, would not hie honor, Judge temperate habits. Docs not a knowledge of 
Hasp, have had data, of such a nature arith *e circumstances tend very materially 
would have impressed his mind with a higher! either to increase the chance of a permanent 
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cure, or the determination of a permanent in- 
jury. 1 

Dr. Stevenson was now told that his exami- 
nation had closed, and the second medical 
witness, Dr. E. Kane, was called up by the 
prosecution. Mr. G. Beckwith, for the de- 
fence, opposed it, saving that he was entirely 
satisfied with Dr. S's evidence, that he did not 
dispute the nature of the wound, nor its con- 
sequences. Well ho might, the shrewd and 
learned lawyer saw that the Dr. had assisted 
him immensely beyond what he could reason- 
ably expect; ho feared that Dr. Kane would 
overthrow the evidence of his witness, and we 
are pleased to say that he did so, most satis- 
factorily. Wo urged upon Mr. S. B. M. 
Beckwith, assistant counsel for the prosecu- 
tion, that the medical evidence should not be 
allowed to rest where it was, and that Dr. 
Kane must bo examined. Let me call the 
reader's attention to the evidence. Dr. Kane 
corroborated what Dr. S. had said relative to 
the nature and extent of the injuries ; no- 
thing was said on the part of the first witness 
regarding the treatment, therefore, on this 
point we are forced to be ignorant. Dr. K. 
•lightly ineutiouod wliat the treatment should 
be, and that he directed his measures to save 
the leg. This he was bound to do, unless tho 
state of the limb or that of the patient re- 
quired an immediate amputation, as tho only 
thing which could save or prolong life. The 
Dr. differs most wisely and correctly from Dr. 
8. as to his opinion of the injury, it will pro- 
duce permanent injury and lameness, not on- 
ly from the present injuries, but from the ball 
which must produce to a greater or less de- 
gree, that train of symptoms, we have above 
described. Seeing that none of tho questions 
elicited tho whoto truth, he supplied what 
was wanting, and dwelt at some length, in 
making Bcveral pathological remarks relative 
to the import of the case and tho results to be 
expected from such an injury as the prisoner 
was then being tried for having inflicted — the 
magnitude of the knee joint the fibrous nature 
of the structures entering into its formation, 
rendering such an accident, under tho most 
favorable circumstances, one of extreme doubt 
and difficulty. 

Our remarks upon this interesting case ) 
have extended to a greater length than wc ex- 
pected, but tho subject waa so pregnant with 
roost important details, which had been en- 
tirely overlooked, or so carelessly explained, 
that we deem it fully worth the full exposition ; 
wc have attempted to make- In conclusion, 1 


wc must ssy thut tho whole case medically 
has been very poorly, if not to tay very lamely 
conducted— the principal and assistant coun- 
sels for the prosecution, who performed their 
part legally with so much credit to themsclToo, 
wero sorely deficient in the medical examina- 
tion ; in one word, palpable errors havo been 
committed on the part of the witnesses and ex* 
amining counsels. 

Should these gentlemen think that we have 
misrepresented or misconstrued their inten- 
tions, we most cheerfully placo the columns of 
our Lancet at their disposal, wishing that all 
may have the opportunity of verifying the 
adago “audi alteram partem." f 

Our Exeliuiigt's. 

Our Exchanges, literary as well as medical, 
will accept our thanks for their kind notices, 
and the good wishes they have expressed for 
the prosperous career of the Lancet. Gentle- 
men of the paste-brush, quill and scissors, may 
no other Lancet than the Northern ever outer 
the precincts of veur homes. 

t 

Amende Honorable. 

At page 24, of the first number, we copied 
“ Professor Mott at the Cliniquo," from a pa- 
per which had copied it from another, and had 
forgotten the Ct credit wo faithfully follow- 
ed and committed the same error. From hav- 
ing seen a few articles of tho “same sort" in 
the New Yoke Sunday Times, wo conclude 
(hat the above extract owes its parentage to 
that paper. Yes, the Times publishod it, and 
we make this amende with pleasure. Gentle- 
men, give credit all round, and wo shall not 
have to make our and your apologies. 

t 

The Third Number. 

With this number wc closo the first quarter 
of our publication, and after its receipt, seve- 
ral subscriptions will expire ; will thoao pat- 
rons continue with us another term ? Ilavo 
they received tho full value of twenty-five 
cents, of instructing and entertaining reading ? 
We strictly adhere to our terms — payment in 
advance. Should some persons not receivo 
tho fourth number, they will know tho cause- 

Wo fed somewhat pleased in presenting the 
third number. Tho rcador will peroeiro that 
wo are endeavoring to please and instruct at 
one time. With the exception of a few pagee, 

' the contents arc original, and by their variety 
^ and •oroposition are adapted to every roan of 


Digitized by Google 



100 


NORTHERN LANCET. 


rending, whether professional or not. We 
have redeemed our promise —that the Lancet 
will not ho a sectarian publication ; it will be 
mediccu. In so far as relates to original com* 
munications, they will always be acceptable, as 
well upon medical as various other subjocts. 

With this number wo present the first of a 
series of articles on Woman, portraying her in 
relation to her moral and physical system.— 
Instead of a mere version, wo would fain claim 
originality. The French work, a remarkably 
sprightly and beautiful model of compoei lion, 
and better calculated to while away, in pleas- 
ing fancy, the wearied moments of the student 
in his closet, could not very properly be offered 
to the public in a strict literal translation. — 
We have omitted many passages; others have 
been very freely rendered into English and 
liberally extended ; technicalities have been 
eschewed, and wo flatter ourselves that in its 
present form it will bo found unexceptionable, 
and that it will not only prove highly interest- 
ing, but equally instructive. And in present* ^ 
ing Woman in an American dross, and upon 
an American canvass, wo will endeavor to so- ' 
cure a small share of the universal approba- 
tion of the original, which was so flatteringly ; 
awarded to Mr. Bordcu. f f 

To Headers and Correspondents: 

We direct attention to C. C. Moom/s. and 
Moonrs & STonnA*D*$ advertisements in thh» 
number of the I.nncet. These gentlemen arc 
well worthy a large share of public patronage 
Having bought all the medicines you require ' 
at the above establishments, taken walk down 
Margaret Street, and the first door north of 
Justice Moores, yon will find Bromley's 
Wholesale and Retail Family Grocery. 

Letters relative to the Lancet liave been re- 
ceived from tho following: Asa P. Hammond, j 
Wadham’s Mills; S. P. Kastman. P. M., St 


Art of Prolonging Life. 

Oil the art of prolonging life, Dr Hufnman 
says : 44 The beat drink is water, a liquor com- 
monly despised and deemed prejudicial. I 
will not hesitate, however, to declare it to bo 
one of the greatest moans of prolonging human 
life.'' Ho then mentions a surgeon, wheat 
the age of forty was a miserable hypochondri- 
ac : but who was afterwards cured oy tho usa 
of water, and who lived to the of eighty, 
his last days being the most healthy . Again 
he says : *• Water is the great promoter of di- 
gestion, it assists ull the secretions of tha 
body.’’ 

Another writer observes : “Water-drinker* 
arc more healthy and long lived than others. 
In such the faculties of the body and mind ara 
stronger, their teeth tiro whiter and more per- 
fect, and their sight le*a liable to failure.” 

Another writer says ; 44 All drinks supply 
tho wants of nature only by the quantity of 
elementary water they contain/’ This senti- 
ment should be remembered- 

Tlio celebrated Dr. Jackson, of the British 
West Indies, says, *■ 1 have wandered a great 
deal about the world : my health has been 
tried all ways; ami by the aid of temperance 
and hard work, I have worn (*ut two armies in 
two wars, and probably could wear out anoth- 
er before my pcrbkl of old age should arrive. 
1 cat no animal food, drink no wines or malt 
liquors, or spirits of any kind. I regard nei- 
ther wind nor rain, heat nor cold, when busi- 
ness is in tho way/’ 

Dr. Moacly says: “I aver from my own 
knowledge and custom, an well as from tlmt 
of others, that those who drink nothing but 
water, or make it their principal drink, are 
but little affected by the climate, and can en- 
dure the greatest fatigue without inconveni- 
ence Navigator* from northerly regions 
testify that tlwao who die from cold are thoM 
who use other drinks than water, while tho 
water drinkers survive/* 

Dr. Beardsley fays, respecting tho water 
drinkers iu Asia, near the Himalaya mouniaiii* 
that they were abb; to carry a burden of four 
hundred weight that some of them had more 
strength than three British soldiers, as one ot 
their officer* affirmed. 


Albans; Dr. V . . B, Nichols. Sturbridge, Mass.; 
Dr. S. P. Clark, Madrid, X, Y. : F. J\ AUcn. 
P. M., Malone: Dr. M. Barnes. P. M„ Schuy- 
ler' a Falls; Dr. H. I). Langhlin, Ogdcnsburgh : 
H. L . Spencer, Rutland. Yt. ; M. Cornu it, 
Malone. Frqm Canada: Dr. A. Nelson, Mon- 
treal ; Dr. C. K. Courtcau, St. l'utrh L’Achi- 
gan ; Dr. A. B. Craig, Contrccocur; Dr. P. O. 
Insaiscrago, St. Leon. 

Dr. Abemcthy used to toll bis scholars that 
Jt 11 human nm!adi<vs arose from two causes 
fluffing and fretting. 


' Energy. -Energy is omnipotent The cloud* 
j that surround th;; houseless boy of today are 
I dbpcTNod, nud he is invited to a palace. It i« 
the work of energy. The child whe is a beg- 
| t;ar this moment, in a few years may stand 
forth the admiration of angels! Who has not 
.seen the life giving power of energy 1 It 
makes the wilderness to blossom as tnc roan! 
whitens tho sea: nawgnles our rivers ; level* 
mountains: paves with iron a highway from 
| etato to ctate, and sends through, with tho 
; speed of lightning messages from one extremi- 
ty of the land to the other Without energy 
what is maul A fool a clod 
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LECTU R KS 

ON 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 

DELIVERED AT 
TITH UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 

Br PROFESSOR A. T. THOMSON. 
Lecture IV. 

Evidence undvr tents l - Dc Lunatico hujuhcn - 
dof before the House of Lords mid Commons, 
and the Ecclesiastical Courts . — The Coro- 
ner's Coirrt. — Its Histonr and Objects . — 
QttolifiMtioni, Election , Duties, and Power 
of Coroners, and duties of Juries at Inquests. 

The V'cw of Bodies. — Disinterment of a 
Body . — On Allegations. — Of want of Evi- 
dence respecting the Death. 

Gentlemen : — 1 have already mention- 
ed that the Court of Chancery has cogui- 
aaocc of all idiots and lunatics. Tho king 
himself used formerly to commit the custo- 
dy of such persons to proper committees, 
in every particular ease ; but now, to avoid 
solicitations, aud the very shadow of undue 
partiality, a warrant is issued by the king, 
under his royal sign-manual, to the lord 
chancellor, or keeper of tho seal, to per- 
form this office for him ; and if tho chan- 
cellor . cts improperly in granting sucli 
custodies, tho complaint must be made to 
the king himself in council. But the 
chancellor can assume no authority in such 
eases until a proper enquiry, by commis- 
sion, has determined whether or not the 
party bo an idiot or a lunatic. This en- 
quiry is connected with tho law side of the 
Court of Chancery, and is instituted by the 
lord chancellor to ascertain the condition 
of the mind of the parly. The object of 
such commission is to prevent the unfortu- 
nate individuals who arc tho subjects of 
them, from being oppressed or defrauded 
by their relations, or by ethers. The jus- 
tice and expediency of such enquiries arc 
uudcniublti ; therefore, whenever properly 
is at stake, a commission for enquiry may 
be obtained upon petition preferred to the 
lord chancellor for that purpose, who, if he 
be satisfied, will grant a writ dc Inna tiro 
iuquwtndo. This writ, however, will nut 
be granted, wIk-Uki the petition be pr» fer 


' 


! 


cd by relations or others, or whether by 
informal iou of tho attorney general, unless 
it be accompanied by affidavits, setting forth 
tho uusoundness of mind of tho person 
against whom the commission is desired, 
and giving instances in proof of the alleged 
insanity. But a commission of lunacy, in 
a proper ease, will bo granted on tho appli- 
cation even of u stranger. The writ ia 
directed to five commissioners, selected by 
the lord chancellor ; they are generally 
experienced barristers, and they arc com- 
mended, “ all, or any three or more cf 
them, openly to enquire, on tho oaths of 
twelve good ami lawful men, whether the 
person bo or be not an idiot, a lunatic, or 
non compos.''* T he supposed non compos 
is obliged to be produced on their warrant, 
and disobedience is punished by committal 
and fine. In a case in which Lord Wen man 
was the non compos, his wife, an Irish peer- 
ess, was committed for not producing her 
husband. 

The commissioners have also power to 
summon witnesses. It is scarcely neeesga- 
ry to mention, that medical aid in such en- 
quiries is essential, and that tho pr.vetition- 
er on whoso testimony the affidavits are 
filed, necessarily becomes a witness in the 
public examination under the wr it dc lunat- 
ico inqui rondo. In this court tho establish- 
ment of lunacy, however, is not founded, 
as in criminal courts, when a prisoner is 
arraigned at the bar of justice, npon tho 
testimony of others. Such testimony is 
indeed required in commissions of lunacy ; 
but, besides this, the person supposed to bo 
insane is usually produced beforo the com- 
missioners and jury, and is examined by 
them, in order to confirm or to invalidate) 
the evidence which hr.s been adduced, and 
to satisfy their minds that he is a lunatic 
at tho time of their enquiry. It is in this 
part of the enquiry that you may bo most 
essentially useful to the court ; for as the 
patient is often fully awaro of the proceed- 
ings, he will subtilly endeavor to defeat 
them ; and instances have occurred in which 


jflic lunatic Ins been so skilfully tutored a* 
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to foil the united penetration of both law- 1 of court. In the legislative business of 
yer and physician, “ It is on such occas t the lords, upon wbich medical men are 
tons,” Hr. Halsam has justly remarked, rarely called, trim rocs evidence is the 
“ that the sagacity and experience of the 1 usual practice. At present the Honse of 
medical practitioner are demanded j” and Peers possesses no original jurisdiction 
it will, in sonic instances, occupy a consul- over causes, but only upon appeals and 
crania time to institute such examination writs of error, to rectify any injustice or 
as shall suffice to unravel the rial state of mistake of tho iaw committed by the court* 
his opinion'.. . below. To this authority this august tri- 

ll is n arly impossible to give any spo- bunal succeeded, of cours“,upon the disso- 
ciSc directions for conducting such exam:- lotion of the aula reijia , for as the barons 
nations as shall inevitably di»closo the de- of parliament were constituent members of 
i use. or existing in the min-l of tho crafty tlmt court, and the rest of its jurisdiction 
luaalie ; but i.i my own opinion, it is to h was dealt out to other tribunals, over which 
always accomplished, provided sufficient the great officers who accompanied those 
till.: be allowed, and the exaiuin r be not barons, were respectfully delegated to pre- 
intorruptcJ. It is not to be eSTctcd by side, it followed that the right of receiving 
directly selecting tho subjects of bis dolus appeals, and superintending all other juria- 
ion, for ha will immediately perceive the dictions, still remained in the residue of 


drift of bitch ampoules, an 1 endeavor to that noble assembly, from wbich every oth- 
«.v»de, or pretend to disown them. The cr great court was derived. They are, 
purpose is iu .ro effectually answered ££ by therefore, in all casts, the last resort, from 
leading him to tho origin of his distemper, whose judgment no further appeal is per. 
«nd tracing down tho consecutive series of mitted ; but every subomdiate tribunal 
bis actions and associations of ideas; in | must conform with their determinations, 
going over the road where he has stumbled,: the law reposing entire confidence in the 
bo will infallibly trip again . - ’ — ( Ilaslam.)' honor and conscience of tho noble persons 
As the time of medical men is always who compose this important assembly ; that 
much occupied in aiding such enquiries, | (if possible) they will make themselves 
their expenses arc paid, and they luvo a masters of thes" questions upon which they 
right to demand, nut ou’ty a remuneration’ undertake to decide, and in all dubious 
for their time sod trouble, but, further, what cases refer themselves to tho opinions of 
is demonstrated conduct money, to bear the judges, who are summoned by writ to 
theur expenses to the place of meeting. — advise them. 

When the physician resides iu the samc| Tho committees of the lords have the 
tow*, or i's immediate vicinity, lie is allow- power of summoning witnesses, to he ex- 
ed a guinea for conduct money, hut there is aniiued by those whom they shall appoint ; 
no sum fixed for further remuneration ; that and committal is tho consequence of diso- 
rcsiewiih tho parties. No previous bar-: hedier.ee. 

gain, however, made with the parties can 1 The committees of the House of Com- 
avad. Under every other circumstance, the 'tnons have the same power as those of the 
medical as well ns tbeotber witnesses are Lords to sulqucna witnesses, but they do 
bound to attend ; and if they refuse, the then not examine upon oath ; they have also the 
lord chancellor Trill make au order upon . power of committal for contempt. 1 shall 
them for that purpose. There is no appeal not enter upon any details respecting exam- 
frorn the Court of Chancery in these cases, dilations before these committees, as more 


except to the mag in person. 


i man one opportunity will occur, in our 


With regard to the ilouso of Lotus, cl : - progress, cf entering fully into them, with 
cumstauoesmay, no doubt, occur, in which more advantage than at present, 
your evidence will ho required in select | In tho early period of our history, our 
committees cf that house ; but these eases Saxon ancestors made no distinction be- 
»re comparatively rare, and when they do 1 tween the hi / and the tcchsiatlical juris- 
occur, the evidence, although sow . tin., s diction ; tho ri slits of tho church and of 


oral, yet is more commonly taken down iu churchmen were ascertained and asserted 
writing, upon oath, l'or although the 'at the same time, and by the same judges. 
Commons cannot administer oaths, yet the as the rights of the laity. A bishop, how- 
liouae of i’eers, which is the supromesi .ever, sat in the court, and a superior dof. 
court of judicature in the kingdom, has 1 crcnce was paid to bis opinion in epiritual 
that power. The examinations, or as they matters, whilst tho same was given to that 
are firmed, interrogatories, are taken out of the ley judgor in temporal. This union 
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of spiritual and temporal power was adran-'is unknown. It is evident, however, that 
tageous to both church and state ; hut it it existed in the time of Alfred, “ for that 
wa* inconsistent with the ambitious views of king punished with death a judge who ten* 
the court of Rome, and, therefore, through, tenced a party to suffer death upon the 
the influence of the Pope, it became nn coroner’s record, without permitting the 
established law that all ecclesiastical causes delinquent the liberty to traverse.’’ The 
should be solely .and entirely subject to a name u coroner ’’ is derived from the word 
distinct, or ecclesiastical jurisdiction. crorner or reran at or, which was imposed 
It was after the Norman Conquest tliat because those who formerly filled tho office 
the separation of the civil and ecclesiastical had to deal principally wuh picas of tb® 
courts was effected ; and although their crown. His court is one of record, coin- 
union was revived in the time of Henry 1 , pre hen ding a variety of dulie.? I lies those 
yet it was of short duration, and was soon connected with inquests of death ; and it 
dissolved, and they remain distinct at this will only be necessary to enumerate these 
day. !to demonstrate that the idea of filling tho 

There arc various courts arranged voder office with medical men would no*, forward 
the term “ ecclesiastical, ” namely, tho the objects of the appointment, were the 
Archdeacon’s Court, the Casuistry Court, 1 duties of the office fLh d acco.uiig to the 
the Court of Arches, the Court of Peculiars, I original intention ol the law. Thus the 
the Prerogative Court, the Croat Court of coroner is a conservator cf the pence : he 
Delegates, which was originally instituted is required to enquire of all felonies ; to 
to prevent appeals to Rome, which were' enquire of treasures trouves ; to enquire of 
always looked upon by the English nation,' all royal fishes and of wrecks; to pro- 
even in the times of Popery, with an nounce the judgment of outlawry ; under 
evil eye, as being contrary to tho liberty of certain circumstances to execute process; 
the subject, the honor of the crown, and tho .besides holding inquests and returning in- 
independence of the whole realm ; and last- quisitions. Put the case is materially al- 
ly, the Commission of Review, which is iered when wc know that the duty of tho 
sometimes granted in extraordinary cases, coroner, in tho present day, is almost so^e- 
to revise the sentence of the Court of Del- ; ly confined to enquire when any person 
egates. j comes to a violent or a sudden death, or 

It is only, however, with nno of those dies iu prison, by what manner ho came to 
courts that you are likely to be concerned, hU end; but this the coroner is entitled to 
namely, the Prerogative. JJut for the 'do oniy on inspection of the body, — in tho 
Hama reason that I have deferred on taring language of the law, super tistttu corporis . 
into any details repecting committees ol? It is unnecessary for our purpose, to en- 
the House of Commons, I will postpone the ter into tho details of the manner of theap- 
accouut of the uature of the proceedings of poin intent of coroners ; whether they be* 
this court until wo arc prepared to tuko come so by virtue of some office, (tirt\te 
into consideration those medico-legal ques- officii), as in the case of the lord chief* 
taons which require your attendance in it. justice of England, who is tbs principal 
The last of the courts which 1 have to coroner of England, and tue putsue judges 
notice, although it is one of more limited of the King’s Bench Court, who are sov* 
authority than any that 1 have brought eign coroners; or whether they arc xp- 
before you, yet is one which you will Lave pointed by charter or comim.-d u, (p irtute 
more to do with than any other ; conse- carta sice commissionisj , as the lord mayor 
quentiy 1 shall occupy your time, and £ am of Loudon, who is the coroner of London ; 
certain not unprofitaldy, with some detail? or the coroner of the Adiniralify, who holds 
respecting its proceedings, — 1 refer to the . inquisitions of deaths on the high seas; 
Coroner's Court. I am induced to adopt or that of the verge, who is always lord- 
this resolution with respect to the Coroner’s high-steward of the king’s household for 
Court, not only to direct you with regard the time being ; or, finally, whether they 
to the part you arc likely, as witnesses, to arc elected by the counties, or districts, in 
take in tho proceedings of that court, but which they act, by virtue of the king’s writ 
also because an opinion prevails, and has de coronatore eliyenda. By a statute of 
led to much discussion, that it would be the 3d Edward 1. it was enacted, 4t That 
greatly to tho advantage of tho public were in all shires a sufficient number of men 
the office of corouer filled by medical men. should be chosen to act as coroners.” No 
The office of coroner is of so great anti- number is defined by the statute ; so that 
quite, that the time when it wn« inetitutoJ it is competent for the lord chancellor to 
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issue a writ to elect one or more additional place, and when they arc come thither, tba 
coroners, upon a petition from the free- i coroner, upon the oath of them, shall eft- 
holdcrs of the county. \ quire of them in this manner, to wit: if it 

In former times the coroners of the coun-' concerns a man slain, whether it were in 
ties were mifites , persons of pome rank, or, | any house, field, bed, tavern or company, 
ns they wero termed, knights, who had and if any, and who were there.” 
land-fee in tho county sufficient to answer | “Likewise it is to bo enquired who wore, 
all manner of people. This was the statute 'and in what manner, culpable, either of the 
of the 3J Edward I., but although it has' act, or of the force, and who were present, 
never been repealed, yet this law has fallen either men or women, and of what age so- 
ifito disuse j 44 and,” as Mr. Jervis has re- ever they be, (if they can speak, or have 
marked, “ tho chief intent of the statute any discretion.) 

being to prevent the election of persons of “And how many soever be found culpa* 
mean ability, that intent is sufficiently ble, by inquisition, in any the manners 
answered by choosing men of good sub- ! aforesaid, they shall be taken and delivered 
stance and credit.” According to Sir Ed- ; to tho sheriff, and shall be committed to 
ward Coke, a coroner should have five the goal, and such ns be founden and bo 
qualities, — “He should be (l) p.ohua homo ; not culpable, shall be attached until tho 
(*2) legalis homo ; (3) of sufficient knowl- coming of tho justices, and their names 
edge and understanding ; (1) of good ability shall be written in the coroner’s rolls, 
and power to execute his duties according' “Ifit fortune that any man be slain in the 
to his knowledge ; and (5) of diligence and fields, or in the woods, and Ik) there found ; 
attendance for the due execution of his; first, it is to be enquired whether bo were 
office.” j slain there or not? second, if 1m wero 

Tho coroner is chosen by the freeholders brought and laid there, they shall do so 
of the county, according to a mode of much as they can to follow their steps that 
proceeding set forth in a statute of the 58th brought the body thither, or of the horse 
of George 111., c. 95, which it is unucccs- 1 which brought him, or cart, if perehaueo 
s.iry to lay betorc you. Its sole and prin-'lm was brought upon a horse or cart. It 
cipal object is to regulate the time and shall be required also if tho dead person 
mode of electing coroners. The electors' were known, or else a stranger, and where 
are all porsona who have a freehold interest, he lay the night before 
however small, within the county. W o- After stating the manner in which tho 
men, infants, lunatics, and idiot?, cannot coroner shall examine into the means of 
vote at the eleotiou for corners. the person suspected to have been the mur- 

Ali the expenses of the election fill upon dcror, tho Act proceeds to describe tho 
tho candidates ; and, when the election is | manner in which he shall proceed to en- 
ovor, and after the sheriff, in open court. [quire into the cause of death in other casos 
has administered to the elected coroner the ! iu which bodies have been found dead. 

Qftths of allegiance, supremacy, and abju-| “In like manner it is to be enquired of 
ration, and also the cath of office, the core- them that be drowned or suddenly dead, 
ner is then in the full possession of his 1 and after it is to be seen of such bodies, 
office. Within six months after his elec- whether they be so drowned, or slain, or 
tion, however, he must, also, at the quar-| strangled, by tlm sign of the cord tied 
ter sessions of tho county, or in the Court straight about their necks, or about any of 
of Kings Bench, or of Chancery, subscribe ! their members, or upon any other hurt 
a declaration respecting the support of the found upon their bodies, whereupon they 
established Protestant Church iu England, shall proceed in the form above said ; and 
according to a statute of the 9th George if they were not slain, then ought the cor- 
4th, c. 17. oners to attach the finders, and all others 

Let us now enquire what nro tho duties, in company, 
authority, and jurisdiction of Coroners in “Also all wounds ought to be viewed, 
inquest of deaths. These are regulated and the length, breadth, and deepness, and with 
defined by tlm statute de officio roronatoris y what weapons, and in what part of the body 
4th Edward I., which enacts — “ That the tho wound or hurt is, and how many be 
coroner, upon information, hhall go to the; culpable, and how many wounds there K\ 
pbree where any persou shall be slain, or and who gave the wounds, all which thing. 4 * 
suddenly dead or wounded, and shall forth- must be enrolled in tho court of the coio- 
with command four of thu next towns, or ner.” • 

five, or six, to^ppear before him in suc h a The dying suddenly is not to be under* 
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stood from a fever, apoplexy, or any other 
visitation of God, and coroners ought not 
in each cases, nor, indeed, in any case, to 
obtrudo themselves into private families 
for the purposo of instituting enquiry, but 
should wait until they are sent after by the 
peace officers of the place, to whom it is 
the duty of those in whose houses violent or 
unnatural deaths occur, to make immediate 
communication, whilst the body is fresh, 
and, if possible, whilst it remains in the 
same situation as when the person died. — 
Bnt, under whatever circumstances, this 
authority must be exercised within the 
limits of a sound discretion, and unless 
there bo a reasonable ground of suspicion 
that the party came to his death by violent 
and unnatural means, there is no occasion, 
except in the case of a person dying in 
goal, for the interference of the coroner. — 
Coroners have, on several occasions, been 
censured by the Court of King’s Bench 
for bolding repeated and unnecessary in- 
quests, for the sake of enhancing their fees 
where there was no reasonable probability 
that the deaths occurred from violence or 
unnatural causes. 

The enquiry of the coroner must be re- 
stricted to the cause of the death of the 
person upon whom the inquest is taken, and 
cannot bo extended to accessories after the 
fact. Ho may, however, enquire of acces- 
sories before the fact, for such are instru- 
mental to the death ; but the statute (3 H. 
7, c. 1) which induces maintainors, abet- 
tors and comforters, does not, in this re- 
spect, extend bis jurisdiction, the subject- 
matter of which relates to the cause of the 
death only, in which accessories after the 
fact cannot be implicated. 

Having received notice, it is the duty of 
tbo coroner to cause tbo jury to be sum- 
moned, and statim e! sine mora accedere ad 
occiso9 } rulneratos , submersosy vet subito 
)noriuos. If, having been sent for, he be 
remiss in doing his duty, and do not, with- 
in a convenient time, view the body and take 
tbo inquisition, be may be amerced by vir- 
tue of the statute de officio corunatoris ; 
and, by the provisions of the statute, (3 H. 
7, c. 1,) he is liable to a fine of one hund- 
red shillings for every default. 

The jury must consist of the number of 
twelve, at least. 

The coroner must proceed with the jury 
to view the body'; it is uot, however, ne- 
cessary that the inquest should bo taken at | 
the flamo place whore tlio body was viewed ; 
sod the coroner may adjourn the jury from 
time to time, and from one place to an- 


other, provided the real place at which the 
inquest is held be stated in the inquisition. 
An inquisition taken at 1), upon the view 
of the body lying dead at E, may be good. 

An inquest of death can be taken by a 
coroner, super visum corporis only ; and if 
there be no view, the inquisition is void. 

Both tho coroner and the jury must view 
the body at the same time, for the inquisi- 
tion proceeds upon the view of the body 
lying dead ; and the oath ought regularly 
to bo administered by the former to tho 
latter, super visum corporis ; and this, 
moreover, that the jury may have the ben- 
efit of the coroner’s remarks upon tbo ap- 
pearances which the body exhibits. 

It would seem that anciently the body 
was lying before the coroner and jury du- 
ring tho whole evidence. In truth, tho 
body itself is part of the evidence beforo 
the jury, and, therefore, if they see it be- 
fore, and not after they are sworn, a mate- 
rial part of the evidence is given when tbo 
jury are not upon oath. For this reason a 
coroner may order a body to bo disinterred, 
within a reasonable time after the death of 
tho person, either for the purposo of taking 
an original inquisition where none has been 
taken, or for bolding a further inquisition 
where tho first was insufficient. So, if an 
inquisition be quashed, the body may, by 
order of tho Court of King's Bench, upon 
motion, be disinterred for the purpose of 
taking a second inquisition ; but that court 
will exercise a discretion in making or re- 
fusing the order, according to the circum- 
stances of tho case, and the length of time 
tho body has been buried. So essential is 
the view to the validity of the inquisition, 
that if tho body be not found, or have laiu 
so long bofore the view, that no information 
can be obtained from the inspection of it, 
or if there be danger of infection by digging 
it up, the inquest ought not to bo taken by 
the coroner, unless he have a special com- 
mission for that purposo ; but us the pro- 
ceeding before the coroner is only one of 
several, application should be made in such 
cases to the magistrates or justices, author- 
ised to enquire of felonies, &o., who, with- 
out viewing the body, shall take tho iuquest 
by the testimony of witnesses. Indeed, it 
would seem that coroners may be amerced 
for takiug up a body that has been biiritfth 
so long that, from its ststo of decomposi-* 
tion, no information can result fro*u‘tho' 
I view ; and that, in such a case, the court 
■ into which tho inquisition is returned muy ;v 
upon affidavit of the circumstances, refuse 
to receive and fib ft 1 uted scarcely say 
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that this ia part «f the law which it is dif- 
ficult to determine upon, as, in ctsos of 
poisoning hy arsenic, a body may have been 
buried for years, and decomposition have 
proceeded to a gr«at U-i.gth, ar.d yet cause , 
of the death may be icauiiy detet uiincd. — 
This fact was illustrated on a trial at Bi b- j 
ioi, to wklcli 1 shall have occaMun atter- 
wards to refer. 

If, during the investigation, or before it, 
the coroner be informed that any persons 
can give evidence material to the enquiry, 
lie may L&uo a summons requiring h.s at - 1 
tendance 'as a witness ; and if the party re- 
fuse to attend, the coroner may commit 
him for contempt. 

[Reported eiprcosljr V ,r ' ( <rj. Lancet m 3 Lepl Cj- 

Trial of Henry Worden, 

f OR ASSATLT ANU CAtTUKV WITH INTENT 
TO in r.DER, SC., t;!l.HERT SYoaBLN. 

( Cni.rliid-'i.) 

STATEOF NEW YORK, Cumok Cccntt, as. 

George Worden, examined for tho de- 
fence, by Mr. McNeil. I am son of Henry 
Worden. Am fourteen years o’ J. I have 
cot heard tho trial ; was not in court. I 
arts present at the affray. (Intimidation 
on tho part of tho witness, and some erring. 
“Speak out, Boh, r.o body will hurt you,” ; 
said tho prisoner.) There were four per- 
aons, Seymour Monty, Rensselaer Oliver, i 
Gilbert and Lorenao Worden. They went 
for tho cattle. Monty had a stone and 
club both, when he drove the heifer. They 
had sticks and stones before father earns j 
out with the gun. Father met them at the 
north side of the barn. The colt was at 
the hind ond of the wagon. They were 
driving tho heifer. Father forbid them 
driving the cattle any farther. Gilbert 
said ho would. Father started the heifer 
back. Oliver struck twice with a club (be- 
fore firing.) Father dodged the blow. S. 
Monty laid his club down and threw a 
stone at him. Lorenzo jumped out of the 
wagon aud threw a stone at father, before 
ha shot. Tho stone struck him on the 
hand ; ft was np to save his head. Coming 
with a drawn elub to two rods, Gilbert told 
ln> mother to get out of the way, or he ( 
wonld knock Sir darntt brain* out. Did 


not see tho gun fired off ; heard the firing. 
After being fired at, mother and me put 
Gilbert in the wagon, aud 1 drove the wag- 
on to the road. 

Cross-examined by L. 11 Brock. At 
the time the fight begun, I was at three 
rods off. Stood still at the time ; moved a 
lit.lo Waa there when father came out 
with the gnu in his hand. Thought it was 
loaded. Bid not see a pistol in his baud. 
Did not sec him chase Lorenzo Worden, 
nor Oliver. Saw Lorenzo jump out of the 
wagon, pick up a stone and throw it at 
father, who was at the time behind the wag- 
on, trying to loosen the colt. Father did 
not give the colt to Gilbert last spring. — 
Did not see father bring up the cun to hi* 
shoulder ; was looking at Gilbert, who was 
runuine with a drawn club towards him. — • 
Heard the gun go off. Gilbert fell down. 
Don’t knew why he fell down. Father 
went into tho house. He did not come out 
again. Said nothing to any one. Saw no 
powder horn in father’s hand. Gilbert was 
on tho grouutl, can’t say how long ; not 
over lt> or 20 minutes. Mother ran in the 
house. She came out again, aud helped to 
get Mm into tho wagon. Father did not 
help. Drove the wagon to the road. Paw 
Seymour Monty drive the horses from Ol- 
iver’s fence. 1 went back home again.— 
Don’t know what made Lorenzo Worden 
and R. Oliver go away. Did not see them 
walk or run out of the field Father stood 
there till they went into the road. He 
moved towards the house. Seymour Mon- 
ty had a stone in his hand, didn't know how 
large. Know not how many times I saw 
father in jail. Said something to Mr. 
Conroe. Never spoke to mother or any 
one else about tbe fight. Ant certain that 
Loveuzu Worden jumped out of tbe wagon 
before the gun waa shot. Lorenzo baa been 
at tho house often since. Did not sec him 
speak to his mother. Don’t know that 
mother had off red him twenty dollars to 
lcavo the country. l ather picked up tho 
stone the same day of the fight ; I did not 
pick it up. Father went into the house. 
When Conroe came, father had gone out lo 
nick e*' the s' pqo 1 was on (he steps at 


Digitized by Google 


LEOAI. DSPABTMENT. 


ior 


the house, fifteen or twenty rods from where j Kc.issEi.AEn Oliver, recalled and exam* 
tho occurrence took place. (The witness j ined, by G. Beckwith. 1 saw Conroe at 
now went down stairs, and brought into ■ our house, the even me after ; did not hear 
court a flat pyramided stone of rather ] Seymour Monty make the remark alluded 
large sice.) Examined hy G. Beckwith. ! to. 

The land i* stony. I saw the stone thrown, j Cross-examined hy L. t>. Brock. I 
Know it to he tho stone. I saw lather j, card George Worden say that 1 had struck 


earrv tho table and broom out. 


I litres or four times at his father, and that 


Simeon Goty, examined by D. B. Me- ; j, P dodged. I pae-od him ; he snapped ths 
Neil. T kimw both parties ; partly know |,; 3 t 0 p atld missed ; he snapped it again and 
Seymour Monty, by sight, (objected to, ! ran aftcr m0 . j diJ l ot lllrow , stonB du . 
and not sustained.) V\ as there the next 
day after the affair. Went with S. Monty 


stono < 

ring that day. 

Silas Conroe, examined by G. Beck- 
with. Was nut acquainted with Seymour 
Monty. Saw him that night at Oliver’s. — 
Saw the boy and Lorenzo Low Wordeu 
setting around the stove. 1 went to the 


to see the place, and examined the ground. 

The distance between Gilbert and Mr. j 
Worden was three or four rods. Then I 
went into tho house. Seymour Monty' 

came in with me. (Tho witness began to I , , , , , , , la ... 

, second table, and beard Dow say ‘‘I turew 

relate tho conversation winch had taken ! . . ,, , , ,, 

, , „|iatonoat the damn old fellow’s head:” 

place between Mrs. Worden and himself, , . , . . 

* .. and another said, “I struck at lum twioe, 

which was (injected to and sustained 1 S. , . . ... „ ,, 

, . / but mused him.” This was tho same eve- 

Montr told linn he would not kdl the old j 

man ; hut would have bound him. 

Cross-examined by L. R. Brock. — 


but missed Lira.” This was tho same eve- 
ning that the leg was sat. 

Cross-examined, by L. D. Brock. — 

HeariVthaUhero was"aomo di3turbttnce,""aod ! Thero mT0 t5TCral r ersons ‘here. Mrs. 
went down to see the wounded. Saw Gil- 1 ?“ U ’ rt Borden wa. there. I lave been a 
bert that da v ; eaw tho wounds. Am cer- I fr:oml of * Ir ’ ''°" den T on the P round of 
tain that S. Monty was th-re .hat day— ! tra ‘ h t0 h £ ht Ha70 ctver “ ked 

He came into tho house with me when we j“J tLl “g fcr a<!r7i “ s - 1Ia7e 
returned from Gilbert’s. Saw some mem- i uono of U ' urdeu ’ 3 P r0 P 0rt . 7 - Called on 
bers of the fsmily. Certain that Gilbert j Lmi 6 ' ;vcral t,lacs Mnc0 ho bas been in jail, 
said he would hive bound him, but not|" ent to Vermont at .ho request of Mr. 
killed him. I did not ask Seymour to I " ordc “’ and b ? order of Mr ’ G - Beckwitll » 
eotno and hare some conversation with Mra. i P nt ,uo rccord of GiIberl ' v «‘’ d en’s im- 


Worden. 

Sktmocr Montt recalled and examined. 
I did net tell Conroo that I had struck at 
Worden with my club and did not hit him. 
Did not say that damn him, 1 threw a 
»tone,but missed him. Never said that I 
threw a stone or struck at him, to Oliver, 


prisonment in the State Prison. 

MrB. G.lsirt Worden, examined by L. 
D. Brock. Mary Jane is my name. I 
am wifo of Gilbert Wurden. Henry Wor- 
den bad given the colt to Gilbert and the 
heifer to me. Saw Monty and Oliver.— 
Was present at the time Conroo oame in. 


Conroe, or any one else. Heard George i They were in another room, eating supper. 
Worden testify. Lorenzo jumped out of Cannot SAY what they said. 


the wagon after tin olu man had fired — 
Saw R. Oliver pass Henry Worden. Dmvt 


Examined by D. B. McNeil. The day 
lie was shot, I was in C'haxv. Saw Mrs. 


remember where George Worden was, all Baggs. Did you say that you wero hurry- 
through tin business. Gilbert hadn't a , ing home, because you expected your hus- 
club drawn, nor was running against him, * band would not bo alive, knowing there 
when Worden shot ; I picked up a stick in j would be a fight ? (question objected to, the 
the field where the heifor was. to drive hor. ; judge remarking that it could not prove 
I bad no stone in my band. the fa^t even if she bad said »o.) G. Bees- 
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with. Did your your liusband tell you — of the jury and that of the publio against 
(objected to and sustained. ) the prisoner. Thus is not the course which 

Seymour Moktt, recalled and examin. should bo adopted. Tho facts of every 
cd by L. I). Brock. Heard what Conroe 
said a moment ago. Never Bifid that 1 had 
sent a stone at Worden. Never said any- 
thing about it to R. Oliver. Had lived 
with Gilbert one month, and lived with him 
eomo two months since. R. Oliver, L. I). 

Wordcn, Ilonckcr, and others wero there. 

Mrs. G. Worden was there. Tho subject 
was not talked over at the tablo. 

It. Oliver, recalled and examined by L. hoed com with his gun; that bo pitched 
P. Brock. S. Monty, L. I). Worden, hay with his gun, and that he fed his ehil- 
mysclf and some others were there. Hid dren with his gun ! A very strange and 
not talk of any thing in particular. Heard indeed a very forciblo way of expressing 
not a word of the talk reported by Mr. very simple occurrences. You must throw 
Conroe, and don’t believe it was said. — aside all prejudices ; you must be guided 
We had plenty enough to cat. 1 know hy the evidence you have heard, and by the 
Lorenzo Dow Worden, he is a young man true facts in tho case. Tho prisoner had a 
grown. right to defend his property ; and if to at- 

IIarvey Bromley, Sheriff of the county, tain that purpose, gentle means wore not 
examined by G. Beckwith. Saw Henry sufficient, he was justified in resorting 
Worden the same day of tho oeeurrence. — to force. He had to retreat as far as was 
His fingers were dono up iu rags. There practicable, then ho had a right to nso iho 
wero scratches upon his faoe. means he employed to savo Ills person. — 

The examination now closed, and G. The witnesses are all interested ; they wero 
Beckwith, for tho defence, addressed the | participants in the transaction. R. Oliver 
jury. Ho began by making somo remarks is brother-in-law of Gilbert Worden ; Sey- 
relativo to the duties of nttornics in tbe do- rnour Monty a friend and assistant to Gil- 
fcnce of criminal eases ; that every prison- bert. They all went on Mr. Worden’s 
er, whatever might be bis offence, however premises with tho full conviction that they 
grave and unwarranted, however light and had been forbidden to drive away the colt 
paliating, tho culprit, as also his attorney, ^aud heifer. These were the father’s prop- 
anticipated a fair chance and a fair trial ; erty ; they could lay no shadow of claim to 
that in a court, no partiality should be thorn, and wero unlawfully removing them, 
shown him, whether on the part of the wit- They were warned by Mrs. Henry Worden, 
ness, and much less on tho part of tho jury; who seeing them came out, expressly, and 
that publio feeling should nover be allow- told them not to touch the cattle ; that 
ed to weigh tho scale in pending legal pro- Mr. Worden would protect his property 
ccodings. Under every circumstance it, with arms; still they persisted. They 
was oxpooted that an intelligent court would knew they hud no right to come there, 
confine those gentlemen acting for thoj Are you to rely implicitly on tho evi- 
prosocution, and thoso laboring for tho do- donee of Oliver and of Monty ? Must you 
fence, to reasonable and just limits. Ho not hear to it with (ho most discriminating 
was very much astonished at the District caution ? Their feelings were excited ; 


ease, however aggravated they might ho, 
should bo plainly, intelligibly, and unfigu- 
ratively expressed. Ho has portrayed tho 
prisoner’s character as that of one of tho 
most wicked men iu existence, he has spo- 
ken of his anger, venom and threats against 
all and every one who has ever crossed his 
[path. He has told you that he discharged 
bis daily avocations with his gun ; that ha 


Attorney's opening address, and could not they wero bent upon assisting Gilbert 
but object to it in very many respects. — and robbiug tho old man ; they were act- 
Ho could not fathom his intentions. Ho ors in this unfortunate scene, and is it 
was really surprised, and could son uo oth probable that they could sec all that traus- 
cr object tjian. (hat of prejudicing the mind pired, and hear all that w;e.- eaid : No ; it 
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10 * moral impossibility ; their thoughts 
Were cantered upon their actions. And 
would you not, on the contrary, credit th* 
testimony of a person who was an observ- 
ing and silent spectator of this transaction ! 
Is he not likely to be more cognizant o' 
things which happened, and of words wbuh 
w*.e *p)ken, than the two vouog inch who 
were actuited with rage and excitement : 
Thiy say that there was no ii 1- feeling, no 
excitement, on their part, nor on tliat o' 
Gilbert; must you place faith in such dec- 
larations? What says George Worden : 
the luotn -nt his father earns out of tl e 
bouse, Gi.bir 1 and his f. iendi attacked 
him with c ubs, and stones were thrown 
at the old man ; he was wound.’d in the 
hand which he had raised to protect hij 
head. Did not these f ur persons know 
that the moment tb^y entered upon the 
premis?s, and endeavored to take away the 
c title, that at that very instant, an alterca- 
tion would hi provoked ? Did they not 
anticipate a fijjht, and were they not pre-, 
pared t > begin and sustain it ? 

The counsel now analysed the the evi- 
dence 0 ** Seymour Moiity.andof R Oliver, 
an 1 brought it into comparison with that of 
Gsforgo Wordrn. Much less would have 
been d n? had bis propm tv alone been con- 
ccrmd. Me would not now have occasion to 
ad l. ess the jury, had not his life been plac 
cd iu tbs ui >st impending danger. They 
were openly stealing ; his wife and liimsel; 
rem nstrafd against th*ir proevdinss. — 

11 i went to loosen the colt which Lad fallen 

down, and whil ? stooping to remove the hal- j 
ter, th^y attacked him from all hid s. Hi>j 
person wasiu danger ; it was * xposcdto th- , 
nui deii*u9 blow,-* of clubs and stones. Th* 
Only cou s > left was to shoot down the insti- 
gator, Gilbert, to savi himself, in the fi M 
ius'anco, and to forcibly protect Lis prop- 
erty, in the s *conJ Did they all four re- 
quire stnn b and clubs to diive a colt and 
biifer? No* Th'y were preparing to r Ei- 
con iter something of more importance. 

Ought you not to rely fully and implicitly, 
upon the young boy's testimony, rather than 
on that of the witnesses for the prosecution ? 
This boy, unpractiocd and innocent, will 


speak but the truth ; the others, on the 
! contrary, being more experienced, tbclr 
veracity from certain causes or inferences, 
may be impeached or controverted. By 
Adalinc Oliver's evidence, is it notclcaily, 
| mosi moontcstibly proved, that it was all a 
concerted plan; that she kuew there was 
; to be a fight, and that hearing Worden say 
something, she hastily ran up stairs, and 
looked out of the window to see all fl at 
was going oft, and to testify it in this court ? 
Was there no* premedi ation in this r She, 
the sister of Gilbeit's wife, was she ignorant 
I of Ids intentions ? Ko, her evidence sup- 
ports me iu saying, that she knew from the 
dispjsition of the persons engaged, that 
there would be a powerful opposition, and 
a severe stiuggle before the piopcrty would 
be given up. Moreover, the boy has had 
no opportunity ofb^ing alone in bis father's 
company, therefore lie could not bo tutor- 
ed by him. He has spoken to no one rela- 
tive to the occurrence ; he was not in court 
when the other witnesses gave ibeir testi- 
mony. He came before us unprejudiced 
and unbiassed ; and wishing strongly to im- 
press upon your ntiud, the truth and fidel- 
ity of his cvidenc, 1 leave the case to your 
deeisioh. 

S B M. Beckwith, addressed the jury 
is f Hows : The prisoner now before you 
stands indicted for committing assault and 
battery, with intent to ki-1, and gravely 
maiming. 'I he cos" you all know, tho evi- 
dence you have all heard. Did the remov- 
al of that property lead to a necessary 
j ’opardia uuent of life ; Must a father 
b^cuiuo the murderer of his son, because 
»his U*t is taking away bis own ? What 
p -avocation was Gilbeit gui tv of, to justi- 
fy the pinner iu shooting down a person, 
and doing so with determination, and that 
person a sos ? And moreover was it re- 
quired, wus he justified in resorting to such 
violent, such barbarous means to protect 
his property, supposing for a moment that 
that th*y were robbing him of it ? No, bo 
could not. There is no p.-eced^nt in law, 
there never cun be one, that can palliate 
his cause. There was no danger to life ; 
he was not interfered w ith ; be wag in no 
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manner molested. But he saw the oppor- father and son were living on friendly 
tunity of gratifying passion ; he would do terms, they tilled the same farm and tenant- 
H, and endeavor to shield himself under ed the same house. The agricultural sea- 
the cloak of provocation. He has done it, son had passed, and he w-is removing his 
and we have rent that garment and scatter- property to another place ; he was qubtly 
ed its fragments to the winds ; and now he leaving the paternal roof. Did their ac- 
stands, miserable, guilty, and self-convict- tions prove that they were preparing and 
ed. The blood of that life maimed son were prepared for a fight ? Two went for 
will be avenged! But can health be re- the sheep, one for the halter and colt, and 
stored him ? Cati he, as of yore, active Gilbert go^s for the cow. Why should 
and powerful, pursue his daily avocations, they not boldly have gone and attacked tho 
without every step painfully calling to his old man, rather than to disperse in different 
sickened mind the murderous curso of a parts of the field ? Gilbert was not with the 
maddened father. colt, the cause of contention ; he was going 

What should the prisoner have done, un- over to A© barn l* or the cow, and on return- 
der the supposed circumstances that he was iog» harken — what docs that inhuman fath- 
beiug robbed? Should he not have cm- ©r »» J ? “I have a good mind to shoot you 
ployed persuasive words? should he not from here.” He waits that the victim ap- 
have kindly remonstrated with his two proachcs a few steps, and with a deliberate 
sons and their two friends, rather than to aim and a determined eye, he discharges the 
allow passion to overthrow reason, and gun, and his son is brought to the ground, 
crush the feelings of nature, let alone those The thirst for murder is not quenched; 
of parental love, of which he has proved he attempts the lives of Monty and of Oli- 
himself so entirely devoid of. The counsel vcr. Was the prisoner acting on the ini- 
madc a simile of a man entering his dwell- 1 pulse of the moment? or was it not dos- 
ing, with the intention of robbing, and tard aud damnable determination to mur- 
what means he should be justified in adopt- dor ? 

ing to prevent the occurrence — aud proved: The speaker made some comments upon 

his assertion by referring to proper author- Miss A dal i no Oliver's evidence ; that her 
ities— and that he could not be justified 1 reasons for going up stairs were instinctive 
in the course he had taken ; that there was and purely natural ; she would be out of 
a difference of action in committing felony, I harm’s way, and from that distance could 
and in not so doing. Would Gilbert Wor- see what was going on. which she could not 
den and his friends dar:d venture with the have done had she remained in the road.— 
intention of stealing? would they not stand j The counsel for the defence has endeavor- 
immediately indicted by a grand jury ? it ! e d to impeach the young woman's testimo- 
never for a moment eutered their mind, n y, but had most signally failed. Ho had 
that they were committing an unlawful act. now come to the most painful part of bis 
It had been questioned who the owner of address. They had seen that boy, tho 
tho property was. Mrs. Gilbert Worden j prisoner’s young son at the stand swear in 
proved the colt to be her husband’s and the | contradiction to the evidence of all the wit- 
heifer her own, though the prisoner’s young! nesses for the prosecution. They had ob- 
so u, G?orgi, swears to tho contrary. — served his hesitation and his tears ; tho 
Supposing the property was Worden’s, was prisoner never for a moment removed his 
not Gilbert’s act one of trespass, and had piercing, angry, and revengeful eye from 
the prisoner the right of shooting him the boy. And did not his manner, bis an- 
down ? No, he was not even justified in swers, plaiuly demonstrate that he had 
committing a simple assault. Other means : been schooled to play his part properly? 
were at his command, and the law, which Would any of the jury for a moment bo- 
th is day protects Gilbert Worden, would ;lieve that he bad never conversed with and 
tb«n have protected the prisoner The one relative to this murderous affair 5 — 
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Would they believe, that living in the same ^ the prisoner was guilty of au excess of vio- 
heusa with his mother, his father in jail.jlence ; that even where there is a first aa- 
anJ his brother on a sick bed, the whole , sault, the retaliiion must not bo excessive, 
country in excitement and horror, that he . n nd the assault upon him must be in some 
was silent amid these family contentions degree proportionate to the mayhem, 
and public exasperations ? No, it was im j Thal if the J believed there was no assault 
possible. And the whole evidence of this upon the prisoner, then his justification, 
child is no more to be credited than what,' 1 contended, rested upon the defen » 


he had j ist mentioned. He felt pain 'd to <>f P^perty. But upou this point the 
sec this young boy sacrificed- yes, roost ' !? cne ™ 1 rul ° ia > thata mere trespass against 
cruelly sacrificed. Remember his evidence 'be property, without a felonious iutent, 
relative to the stone which was thrown at would not justify the use of deadly weap- 
hia frther. He never knew that it was the. ons i provocation not being considered 
iden i:al stone which had struck the p,U. sufficient ; that a mere civil trespass will 
oner ; he (the prisoner) had told him it: 0 ' 11 excuse the firing of a gun at the tree- 
was, and on this ground, only, does he af- P aMor - 

firm it. He made some remarks upon Do j The judge furthor charged the jury, that 
ty’s evidence, comparing it with that 0 f to convict under the count for shooting 
Monty. It could in noway be relied upon; t nte nt to maim, they must find that 
this last witness had rebu’tcd it, aud be | •' he P r “ ODOr ^signed to destroy or disable 
should conclude, with all propriety, that the Kmb ; that if they found ho designed 
Doty must have misuuderstood the conver- to and did aim at that, and it had become 
aation which had takeu place between Mon. permanently disabled by tho wounding, 
ty and Oliver at the supper table. Conroe j fin(1 lhal the prisoner intended to 

bad been brought up to impeach the testi- w kat was the natural and immediate 
mony of these young men, aud how had he consequence of his act. Indeed, that 
succeeded ? would sustain a charge of mayhem. But 

They had represented Gilbert as running if the act did not result in a mayhem, but 
towards the prisoner with a club, intending | was calculated to produce that result, they 
to strike him Docs not the direction of j might fiud such was the intention of ths 
the wounds inflicted on the inside of the! prisoner. 

thigh, prove must ineontesiibly, that at the! The jury retired to their room, and t' a 
moment of receiving tho shot, instead of court adj mrned at 7 P. M. On the open- 
advancing towards the prisoner, he was ing of the Court, and the jury taking their 
walkiug in a different direction and away mate, the for' man announced to the court 
from him ? Let tho jury look at the pria- that they had found the prisoner guilty of 
oner; his character is depicted on his .the sceon d an a third counts of the indiot- 
countenance. Let them reflect upon the tnent, and not guilty of the first aud fourth 
evidence they have heard— all proves the counts. The prisoner was remanded to 
prisoner in poss?ss to an extraordinary de- ! jail. 

gree, that wantonness of disposition, which j On Saturday, the 19th Feb., Henry 
has under every circumstance rendered him Worden was brought up for Rentonce, and 
the terror of his family and the danger to after being sworn for the purpose of ascer- 
his neighbors. taiuing whether he had learned or practiced 

Hit Honor, Judge A. C. Hand, now any mechanical trade, stated i at he was 
charged the jury, iutcralia, that if they be- 52 years of age, wai born in Nine Partners, 
lieved the testimony of the witn ss on the in the county of Dutchess, and state of New 
part of the defence, George Worden, that York, and had no trade, but was a farmer. 


that tho prisoner was assaulted with clubs He was then asked by the court whether 
aud s’.onca by Gilbert Worden and liis as- ho bad anything to say why sentence should 
sociates, then they must consider whether not bo passed upon him, for tho oritne of 
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which ho had bcien convicted. He answered 
that he did not know as anything ho could 
eay would avail him. That lie was set up 
on with clubs and stones by the very per- 
sons who had sworn against him, and it 
would have appeared, who were to blame 
if all the truth had been told. 

Judge Hand then proceeded to declare 
the sentence of the couit. Your counsel 
(he mid) most ably and energetically 
pressed the consideration of every point, in I 
defence or mitigation, but without success. * 
And when the nature of your crime, and ! 
all the circumstances attending it, arc con- 
sidered, that sueb should have been the 
result, is not surprising. Yqur off ncc js 
one seldom found in the annals of ciinis. — 
It is as novel as it is horrible. Your c«»uu 
sel stated that this transaction produced 
great excitement in ’hi community, in 
which you lived. It would have been very 
strange, and almost discreditable to human 
nature, had it beep otherwise. The testi 
mony was, that on a petty squabble about 
a little amount of personal property, re- 1 
gardless of the ti js of nature ami of the 
laws of God and of man, you deliberately 
shot down your own son. in the pre- 
sence of his mother and his brothers. 


past, and consider whether you arc justified 
in the presence of Him who knowetb the 
hearts of all men.' At His lar, justifica- 
tion or mercy will be ail important to you. 

The sentence of the court is that you bo 
confined in the Clinton State Prison, fur 
the term of five years and three months. 

HmifcwiT 

I — A LECTURE INTRODUCTORY TO A 
COU use ON OUSTETRIC8, AND THE 
DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CifU* 
DUES. 

BY GUNNING S. BEDFORD. Af. D. 

Professor rf Obstetrics. & t \, >n (he University cf 
Ac it York. Published by the Clap. 

It is wit h unfeigned pleasure, that wo 
have read the above able, eloquent and tru- 
ly practical lecture. The relations which 
for two years ex'sted between Pr. Bedford 
and ourselves — those of Professor and pupil 
— were brought to our miud with p’easing 
and lively rotniniseeqees. We are justly 
proud of our Alma Mater, and of the dis- 
tinguished gentlemen, whose instructions it 
was our good fortune to attend. Professor 
Bedford in the meridian of life, has earned 
the envied reputation oP first ob;treti ician 
in America — a disciple of those masters, 
Desoriueaux Dubois and C'npuron — for two 
years a constant and faithful attendant of 


and then by attemp's to take the lives of 
others, whom you also tried to shoot in your 
murderous phrensy, you drove away all 
assistance from your bleeding victim. — 
From the nature of the wound, as described 
by professional gen* lemon, it seems provi- 
dential that life was spared And we fear, 
that had your murderous intentions suc- 
ceeded, we should now be pissing the sol- 
emn sentence of death upon you. As it is, 
your son is a cripple for life, your family 
ruined, and you a felon, by this gratifica- 
tion of your reveugful passions, 
r it appears that you still flatter yours'.lf 
that this ac; was justifiabl e. That plea is 
now too late. A jury of your fellow ciii- 
I D3 have found against it, and here that 
is conclusive. So long as you cling to that 
delusion, nothing that the court cun say to 
you, will induce you to see your case us it 
is Euiyou wouli do well, in the solitude 
of your imp. uonsaent, to reflect upon the' 


that most extensive charity, the Maternity 
of Paris — he has devoted bis talents ami cn* 
ergies to that all important, responsible and 
delicate department of the profession; en- 
joviuga nmst extended practice in the city 
of New York and vicinity — .he friend and 
advis?r in *te*ry difficult case — the Doc-or 
biing> to the discharge of his du.ies, vast 
exp- lienee, masterly dexterity and precis- 
ion, deep research, unrcuiittcd attention aud 
untiting energy. 

The 1 cturc before us describes in flowing 
and graceful stylo, the difficulties, embar- 
rassments, and crushing responsibilities 
which attend the accouchcr'ft career — the 
vast impot lance of a thorough knowledge of 
midwifery in its minutest detai a — the 
piomptuoss to meet portending danger— tho 
science, skill, and efficient action, to closo 
the JIjq l §a;cs of life, arc all brjtfly glanced 
at in the Professor's accustomed happy 
rnauncr. 11c relates a meat interesting c*44 
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— one whose moral will Dover be forgotten, 
and “heedless as it were of the distressing 
ooQsequeoc28 which must inevitably result 
from an erroneous judgment of a case, in 
which character was so deeply involved, the 
modical gentlemen, unjust to themselves 
and to the profession of which they should 
have been in part the conservators, rashly 
pronounced an opinion, which consigned to 
an ea:ly giave a pure and lovely being, and 
crushed the heart of a devoted and confiding 
parent.'* 

Tho case, wc arc reluctantly compelled 
to postpone to our next number. The deep 
mental suffering ; the kindling in that youth- 
frl breast, of that dire disease consumption; 
the withei ing of that flower, bathed with 
the tears, and nu tured with the baud of a 
widowed father, and just expanding in in. 
nocence, joy and purity ; spotless as the 
snow-flake, yet sensitive as the Mimosa. — 
One unguarded word of her physician, an 
error of his judgment, m. d she has passed 
away, a martyr to professional ignorance ; an 
exile from the borne of her heart, she now 
reposes pule, s' ill and passionless in a New 
Jersey grave ! 

Professor Bedford will please accept our 
thanks for the report of (hose “casus,*’ the) 
were not new to us; having read them at 
the time of their publication, and he wilt 
perceive that we have made use of them in 
another department of this number. 

t 

ll.—AN lyTRODUCTORY LECTURE TO 

THE STUDENTS /.V THE ISDLUfA 

MEDICAL COLLEGE , 

BY A B. SHIP MAH. M D. 

Prof, cf Stir-rcy. PaM'thelby Cia*$. po 13 

Dr. Shipman, a western surgeon of emi- 
nence has politely forwarded us a copy of 
his introductory lecture ; though short it is 
•‘very sweet,” truthful in its details, grace- 
ful in its composition, and correct in its iu 
ferenoea. Wc will say w ith our talented 
brothor, of the Boston Medical and Su li- 
cit al JcU’Nal, that it may be character 
U:d as a s -nsiblc dissertation on the love of 
science, and the advantages accruing from 
a determined pcrscvcranoc in stu lying those 
branches of knowledge* which elevate man 


in the moral scale, and minister to his suf- 
ferings in disease. 

1 he lecture takes a short, rapid and 
“good” glance at Theology, I, aw and Med- 
icine, as those professions which are follow- 
ed as means of suppoi t, and for the accu- 
mulation of w^al h, fame, honor and distmc- 
t.on And first of fhe clergyman: “Hia 
mission is that of all others, best calculated 
to give peace and quiet to the troubled soul 
iu time* of calamity and affliction, to pour 
into the wounded breast the balm of com- 
fort and consolation, to still the fears of the 
trembling soul on the verge of eternity, and 
point with iUj finger of faith, the way to tha 
mansions of endless day. The clergyman 
who fearlessly and conscientiously pursues 
the line of his duty, has no easy pastime, no 
flowery pathway, no thornless pillow for his 
weary head. The sneers of a wicked world; 
the cold neglect of society, who fail to ap. 
preciate his worth and his talents ; the sor- 
did pittance often doled out from the hand 
of griping avarice, while the cares and sup- 
port of a growing family dependent on 1 dm 
alone for support ; the uncharitable con- 
struction of his words ; the bitter fanaticism 
or the cold sneer of iufiiclity, too often 
wound his sensitive feelings. These are ft 
few of the trials which the good clergyman 
has to endure ; aud was this earth alone, 
md the rewards* he receives hero, all tho 
recompense ho obtal is, poor indeed would 
bo bis compensation. *’ 

Dr. Shipman with a faithful pencil por- 
trays the life of a .Lawyer, thus: “Ho is 
obliged to spui.d years of hard aud expen- 
sive oti.dy before h“ can fit and prepare 
hiniHidf to become useful to himst-lf aud fam- 
ily. Ofb'ntim^s after finishing his education, 
ire he is prepared to enter on the business 
>f life, sonic Colossus i i the p.utVssion ver- 
shadows him wi h a hop.l &s competition, 
«>r some impudent pettifogger disgusts him 
with his shameless knavery, until ho is al- 
most persuaded to throw up hia profession 
in disgust II 2 secs imposture and knavery 

thrive and grow fut mound him, while moral 
j worth and principle starves. Tb«‘y could 
no% if they would, always choose tho right, 
side of a cause. Duty, interest and the 
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demands <>f inflexible justice, often comp* I j 

tbem to shield and defend with their learn- 
iqg and eloquence, a cause of questionable | 
right.” The legal gentlemen will no doubt 
be thankful for the Doctor's good opinion. 
“1 am disposed to believe they earn their 
mon*y, a* a general tbiug, with as much 
fatigue and trouble as most others, and in j 
moral honesty, will compare favorably with 
their brethren of the other professions/' — 
“Now compare the moral bravery of tb.* 
physician It is a time of fearful pestilence. 
Over the city the angel of death is hovering. 
The avenger is throwing his unseen but fa 
tal darts, here, there, and every where. On 
the door of almost every mansion the sable 
token of death is hung. The rumble of | 
the midnight hearse breaks solemnly on the 
car of the lone watcher by the couch of the 
dying. The hasty rattle of the physician’s 
cariiago is constantly beard as he hurries 
from one bouse of sorrow to another. Anx- 
ious faces are hurrying out of town to escape 
the unseen f >e. Places of busiuess and 
pleasure are deserted ; wives are cutrea iog 
their husbands to fly with them to the 
woods, the fields and the country, anywhere 
but iu the reeking city. But who are those 
who walk about calm and collected, firm 
yet fearless, while all around are anxious 
and terrified? They are the good physi- 
cians who remain as minisstoi ing spirits, un- 
harmed as though they bore ‘charmed lives. 1 


III A LECTURE INTRODUCTORY TO 
THE COURSE ON SURGERY DELIV- 
ERED AT THE MASSACHUSETTS 
MEDICAL COLLEGE . IN BOSTON, 
BY I/ENR I’ J. JHGELOIV , M D. 
Profe^or if Surgery, in I fie Metfieal School 
of Hnrvurd University, Nov 6. 1849. pp 24. 

This very able lecture, publi.'hed at the 
request of the students, is peculiarly inter- 
esting under the eii eums»nnces in which it 
was delivered. Dr. John C. Warren, the 
illustrious New England surgeon, and sec- 
ond to no man on the American Continent, 
for theoretical and practical knowledge, had 
for many years filled the chair of . v urgery 
in the Massachusetts Medical College, a 
department of “old Harvard;” when full 
of professional honors and fiuits, and hav- 
ing devoted with unparalleled success “an 
iron energy and unremitting will, the facul- 
ties of a long and vigorous life,” resigned 
the professorship in 1849. It became nec- 
essary to appoint another person, and none 
was thought more worthy to bear the man- 
tle of Warren, than HenhyJ. Bigelow, M. 

| D., the present professor. 

Dr. Bigelow felt the responsibility of the 
{situation ho had accepted, and knew the 
expectations the medical world, the public, 

* and his friends had confided in him ; and as 
tar as we arc e nabled to judge, there can be 
no fear of disappointment. In the lecture 
) before us, characterized more by depth of 
erudition, than by study of composition, 
the learned Dr. takes a review of the insti- 


But the scent of their exemption is in uu- tute8 of surgery and of its principles ; from 
derstanding the laws of lif-* and d<*ath. They |j ie symptom 8 he passes to that moBt im- 
W ihui /car invites ibe fa al shafts ; and , anti aml too frt . qucnt | y neglected qual- 
that a calm and collected tmnd renders the j fieation> and which at onoe 8tamp9 a min 
body invulnerable to the attacks of epiJetu superiority over li is competitors, a cor- 

ical disease. They call lo their aid the j re<1 , kn0 „i edge of diseases, or the means of 
light of science, and it proves adequate ‘® | read ily, aconrely and truly distinguishing 
protect ;th-y take no medicme to ward off, on( . d ; 9ea90 f|0m au0lIlCT _ lI)0 requisite 
attacks ; they observe only the simple laws ua!ific# ,; on9 , 0 ensure success to the opo- 
of nature, and they escape unharmed.” , sargoon _ a short and well merited 

With the above extracts, which will no culogiBm upon tbc anaei .,hetic agents, tho 
doubt be read with pleasure by the general first dif , c of whieh h ono.8 his city - 
reader, we will take leave of Prof. Shipman, ; Thfl nls0 cmitaina 60ma vcr) . SCDBi . 

and his very interesting lecture. t j olo r<;marks apon the frequent occurrence of 


There never was a hypocrite so disguised, j sui, . s for "'*>-P™etiee, in which we fully eo- 
but he had yet some mark or other to be ! mcide, with the addition, that to us, tho 
known by. j country doctors, result all the honors and 
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benefits accruing therefrom. On the subject 
of quackery, the Professor says, “That med- 
ical quackery belongs to no age, to uocoun 
try, aud to no people; its elements lie with 
tha human mind. It is as certaiu to take 
root and vegetate ia any county or iu any 
age where mind exists, as cancer is to affect 
the material tissues. Quackery is but an 
unsound modification of every scieucc and 
every art.” 

From the quotations most numerously 
dispersed thorugbout the lecture, and the 
very many honored names of medicine y 
which wo are pleased to call to mind, all 
denote that the Professor brings to his aid, 
in the discharge of his duties, deep research 
and extensive reading. The worthy Pro 
lessor's “comparative faculties” must be 
very highly developed. Hear him bring 
into juxta position those two masterminds: 
“Louis and Hunter! the pathologist and 
the philosopher ! the one stimulated by a 
passioQ for truth, the other impelled by go 
nius. The labor of one a corner stone in 
the foundation, which art can never in* 
prove, and for which no other can be sub 
stituted. which may be built over as the 
edifies is reared, but which will resist the: 
wear of time. That of the other, a vast! 
and fragmentary system, sketched by tin ! 
hand of a master, with here and there a 
thought, as of inspiration, which suggests 
the architecture of the whole plan. 

Louis singling out each function of the; 
healthy man, and tracking it through the 
labyrinth of disease, observing such exper- ■ 
iments as nature herself might institute. — 
Hunter dismounting the machinery of the 
whole animal world, ever suspecting now 
truth, formiug new theory, and with a rapid 
sagacity organizing original experiments. — j 
Louis gauging phenomena by standards of! 
color, aud form and dimension; Hunter 
seeking behind these phenomena to link 
them by some principle common to animal 
existence. Louis identifying occurrence^ 
the where and the whether; and affirming 
truth upon this side of the verge of incon- 
trovertable certainty ; Hunter seeking cause; 
ever contemplating the why; transcending 
proof to speculate in possibilities ; summon- 1 


ing a thousand facts from the recesses of a 
vast mind, to cluster them about some 
shadowy uncertainty, until it is revealed as 
palpable as if demonstrated. In a storm of 
prejudice and error, Louis stood passionless 
and inflexible, deep in the conviction that 
amidst the flashing and meteoric sophistries 
of Broussais, the modest lamp of truth would 
arrest attention by iu intrinsic beauty. His 
was an intellect not readily cunjocuring, 
but sound in indiscrimination betiveeu well 
known ami rccogniz.d resemblances, and 
indefatigable in action. The intellect of 
Hunter was a gigantic nicchauiam in full 
play; capacious of a myriad of circumstan- 
ces, cognizant of tiio loftiest and of tbo 
humblest details of tbo organiz d world.” 
This lecture contains a short and cot reel 
analysis of some portions of the science th» 
Professor will expound, and as such, is wor- 
thy of more than one reading. 

Individually, wo desire to express our 
wishes fir Professor Bigelow, in obtaining 
J the same success and reputation, not omit- 
ting the emoluments, which have attended 
and crowned the profcsssonal career of his 
stly celebrated predecessor. 

t 

Popular Essays on Anatomy and 

Physiology. " 

BY HORACK NELSON, M. D. 

No 4. 

Circulation of the Blood. 

Wo have now considered the animal 
machine, as applicable to locomotive pur- 
poses, and we have proved it eminently 
well calculated for the performance of that 
function. The question now presents it- 
self, how are these organs originally form- 
ed, and by what means do they continually 
exist — the matter of which the)* are com- 
posed, not being of a permanent nature, 
therefore they must havo a constant ten- 
dency to dissolution ? This question ia 
answered by the consideration of the second 
class of functions — those of nutrition. The 
blood is the great agent of reproduction ; it 
is the nourishment of the body, and iu its 
composition ar* found the nurturing princi- 
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plos, from which is derived fresh matter for of the texturoa of the body; we d> not say 
the muscles, nerves, and all parts of the in contact with them, for the coats of tho 
body ; bonce iho necessity of vessels to cir- vessels are imperforate, but suffi iently ten* 
onlatc this vital fluid to every portion of uate to allow the blood to pass through 
the system. The blood, moreover, serves them as exemplified by tlic action of blot- 
two important purposes in the animal econ ting paper upon ink. A portion of tho 
Omy, It not only affVds solid matter for tho blood is thus addjd to the solid portions of 
growth and repair of the diffjrent parts of tho body. Having thus performed its of- 
the body, but its immediate presence is flee of regenerator and supporter, the fluid 
required in the most important organs, to is returned to the h art through another 
Stimulate them. Kven a momentary cos set ot vessels difFning iu many amtomcal 
sation of i‘S circulation through the brain, peculiarities from the anories, and called 
causes a suspension of life, and all con veins. The smiH arterial terminations 
sciousn r ss and power of motion is lost. — pass insensibly into the beginning of tba 
1 he second intention is obtained from the wins, these being equally small with tho 
very circuuts ance that the bl ’od in its Grst ; these brunches unite to one another, 
Composition, contains a large qtunti'y of they become larger and larger, until they 
solid matter, and many of the elementary u*l disappear in two great trunks, one for 
parts required for the support of the body, the head, neck, and two superior extremi- 
But how is it convoyed through the system ? ties, and the other for tho body aud two 
Wc will now direct your attention to the lower extremities. Through these two 
circulatory organ?. The great moving or- veins the blood is emptied into the right 
gan of the blood is the heart. The heart, side of the heart. 

vivified by the maternal blond, propels life! 'Vc stated that the two sides of tha 
in the delicate' form of the (ictus ; its pul- heart had no communication with nna 
sati ns, liko a faithful chronometer, regu* ano'htr, and thus is this reason explained : 
late the mechanism of it- existence. I)is* The blood passing through the tissues of 
solution at last pervades every part — the the body, has suffered very material chang- 
thread of life is severed by the hand of fate es in its compan ion and appearance, in- 
— the heart is the G st to live, it is the last stjad of being fluriJ or vc million, as at 
to die. The 'heart, on hiring cut open, the moment it passed from the heart, it has 
presen s two cavities, wh^so muscular walls m-w acquired a delicate purple col »r> aud 
or sides arc formed of involuntary inuscu- this change in color is at th:* same time at- 
lar tissue. It is divided through its centre tended with a change in the chemical prop- 
by a parti - ion ftnuin^ the right and left sides, erties. It is no longer appropriate for tho 
which in the natural conformation, have no m>nri.«nnicot, and much l^-ss for stimulating 
communication with one another. From the tho distant organs. Accordingly, when it 
left side of tLe heart, the blood is propelled i« returned to tbe heart by tho second class 
along a large vessel flamed the aorta, which of vessels, tho v<dns, it is not allowed to 
extends by divisions and sub-divi-ions, with the red blood iu the left side of 
becoming smaller and smaller, and con- organ, until it has again been changed 
stantly increasing in number, the father from tin dark to tho red color, aud this re- 
they arc removed from tho centre, and thus cfllctod by its b. iug exposed to tho 

penetrates to every part of the body. The it*fluenco of the inhaled atmosperic air. — 
terminal branches, from their extreme mi- 1 0 undergo this process, the blood is’ sent 
nutencBS, aro called the capillary, or hair- from the right side of the h 1 ai t to tho 
liko vessel*, through which tho blood is lungs, through the pulmonary ar’ory, whose 
forced by tho muscular contraction or iui- branches, numerous and small, ramify 
pulse of tho heart. In passing through themselves throughout the substance of the 
tbefto extremely small and delicate vessels, respiratory lobes. Tho lungs aro two largo 
the blood is brought into the. near vicinity a* f l spongy organs occupying three fourths 
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of the cavity of the chest, and which, in the ! 
act of respiration, become fully distended 
with air. The terminating ramifications 
extend to the air cells, the blood contained 
in these arteries is thus carried sufficiently 
close to the cell to be acted upon by the ■ 
oxygen, one of tbc component gases found 
in atmospheric air, whose action is to remove 
the carbon which colored the blood and of 
imparting to it the Vermillion color. At the 
moment this chemical change takes place, 
there is disengagement or formation of ani 
mal heat, and the blood, from being dark 
and venous becomes red and natural. H&v> 
ing thus been renewed, it passes into the 
branches of the four pulmonary voins by 
capillary attraction, whereby it is thrown 
into the left auricle ; this being stimulated 
by the presence of the blood contracts, aod 
forces it into the left ventricle, from whence 
it passes into the aorta, to bo once more 
circulated through the system. Here you 
have the theory of the circulation of the 
blood, discovered by the great Harvey in 
1610. 

Altered from the French Bortlcu, for the Lancet and 
Qnctte.) 

WOMAN, 

HER 

Moral and Physical System. 

BY HORACE NELSON, M. D. 

( Continued from page 84.) 

The soft ingredients euteriug iuto the 
physical conformation of woman — the ar- 
teries veins, and nerves — the fibres of the . 
muscular, ligamentous and tendinous sys- 
terns — the loose and soft cellular tissue, | 
blending these varied parts into one sym- ' 
metrical whole, present but slight differen- 
tial characters, which nevertheless throw 
out a glimpse of the functions it is woman's 
province to exercise, and of that passive 
state for Which nature has Intended her. — ! 
These parts are more delicate, they arc 
smaller, slighter, and more flexible than 
those composing the body of mao. Wo j 
Will say, and without fear of error, that i 
these organs in woman, are modified in ! 
their texture, by their education, or by 
their customs of living. Apart from these 
influences, there is a radical, a natural dif- i 


ference observable in different regions of 
the globe, and in the races who inhabit 
them. In those countries where woman, 
either by the nature of her occupations, or 
by the infiuenoe of climate, is endowed with 
a strong aud robust constitution, it is well 
knowu that that of man is still greater. It 
is more than probable that the disposition 
of the heterogeneous parts constituting the 
female body is determined by tbc hand of 
nature herself, aud that it serves as foun- 
dation of the physical and moral character 
which distinguishes her. 

Woman is subjected to revolutions whioh 
would possibly destroy or cause much in* 
jury to her organs, were they to offer a 
high degree of resistance. If one part, in 
a state of distension enjoyed too much 
elasticity, the action of the body producing 
the enlargement, would rc-act upon some 
essential organ, aud thereby intercept tho 
vital influence. When pressure is exerted 
upon one portion, the humors arrested in 
their course, would soon suffer deteriora- 
tion, did not the neighboring parts offer 
flexible vessels, at all times prepared to re- 
ceive them. 

Therefore it was absolutely ncoessary 
that the organs of woman should possess a 
certain structure, which would allow to 
them the impulsive influence of those caus- 
es that can forcibly act upon them, and to 
reciprocally adopt one another's action, 
when their respective functions are disor- 
dered. in man, nature seems to overcomo 
these obstacles, by a greater degree of 
strength aud of activity. In woman, on 
the contrary, she appears to avoid their ac- 
tion, in ^iviog way to them. If strength 
is requisite for man, it appears that a cer- 
tain degree of weakness contributes to the 
perfection of woman. This is still moro 
the case morally than physically. Resis- 
tance stimulates the first ; Woman, in sub- 
mitting, adds to the natural ascendency of 
her charms, a semblance of virtue, and 
whereby she cclipsos tho superiority which 
man owes to his strength. 

It is probable that the elementary parts 
forming the body, of woman, are endowed 
with a special organisation, and from which 
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they derive the elegance of pleasing forms, muscular limbs of man cannot and should 
There is not one but that can, with the as- not possess. Masses of this submissive tis* 


sistancc of the eye, only, readily distinguish | sue, diversely distributed, obliterate the 
the arm of woman, from the same part in cavities aud depressions hurtful to the eye ; 


man. This difference is also not only limit- it smooths the unequal and rough appear- 


ed to those portions, which by the coquet- ance of the joints, and graoefully harmonises 
ish dictates of fashion, offer us opportuni- the insensible passage of one organ to anoth- 
ties of admiring a smooth and polished arm, er. While we admire this most perfeot 
a pleasing and graceful neck. It would be mould of Divine architecture, we would al- 
far moro desirable and instructing, if the most be drawn to the pleasing conclusion, 
anatomists who have debated so many use- that nature in the formation of man’s com- 
less questions, who have so frequently en- panion, had combined all that was enchanting 
listed their talents and energies in (rifling and graceful ; did we not know that she had 
researches, and who have with pbilosophi- in view a more noble, a moro essential con- 
oal patience undertaken to demonstrate the sideration — the health of the individual and 
smallest organ, the most minute fibre, and the preservation of the species. Thus it is 


in some cases to fancy them, had they 
pointed out tho reasons of this difference. — 

They are the class of scientific men who 
should determine if this is based upon the 
primordial form of the parts, or if it de- 
pends upon the subsequent and accidental 
disposition of the cellular tissue, enveloping 
and penetrating into their substance. In 
expectation of their answer, we will adopt 
the first opinion. Probably a day may come, 
whon, having carried their efforts to the 
greatest possible extent, and making each 
part the object of special attention and 
study, they will bo enabled to discover the 
terminating point of the sex, and to deter- 
mine tho limits where woman ceases to be 
a woman, and whero she commences to be 'and Hipparchies once existed. He also 


i, imparted to the limbs of woman that uni- 1 ' "“^s we have not tho honor ofdefend- 
formand polished surface, that roundnese ! ing any hypothesis, we will pay no atten- 
cod gracefnlneas of outline, which the more'tion to these special examples j but on the 


a man. 

Apart from the particular organic forma- j 
tion of tho elements of the female body, it* 
is natural to infer that the cellular tissue 
which forms the connecting link between 
them all, aud always more predominant in 
her than in the other sex, by watering them 
constantly with the humors distending and 
floating in every direction in the multitude 
of oellules found in that tissue, must also 
modify their structure and sensibility. And 
it is principally to its presence, that there 


maintains that climate weilds no influence 
on the character and legislation of nations, 
because wc have seen good and bad laws 
governing certain nations inhabiting the 
same latitude ; that the bodily vigor bears 
no relation to that of the mind, for Pas- 
chal and Pope were of a weak and sickly 
constitution. And lastly, that genius is 
beyond the pale of the changes occasioned 
by age, because Voltaire was endowed with 
the extraordinary privilege of writing splcn- 

itirt trartsdios wbon bn Wfts in his ninbtintb 


that in nature’s operations, beauty arises 
from an order of things tending to welfare, 
and while she creates what is useful, aha 
must of necessity add to it what is pleasing. 

YVe now come to the consideration of the 
immediate effects which appear to prooeed 
from the organization of the sensible parts 
of woman. A writer, wbo considers the 
mind as the result of education solely 
aud who excludes organization from tho 
number of causes which modify it, denies 
also, that the orgauio difference which is 
the foundation of the sex, can exert any in- 
fluence on the mode of feeling and of think- 
ing, because some women have risen above 
the generality of men, and that Sappho 
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contrary, we shall adhere to the probabilities 
resulting from facts general!; and constant- 
ly under observation. We believe, there- 
fore, that a Frenchman has more mind than 
an Ethiopian ; that if some sickly individ- 
uals show Borne strength of genius, they 
would possess it to a higher degree were 
they in a state of health ; that at eighty 
years it is commonly more easy to dole 
than to compose good dramatic pieces ; and 
lastly, that the differential characters of 
sexes, must of necessity cause a dissimili- 
tude in the mind and disposition, for differ- 
ent instruments must produce different ef- 
fects. 

Without being able to determine the pre- 
cise influence which the organisation of 
these parts exercises on the character and 
on the functions of the female, we can nev- 
ertheless affirm that the majority of these 
physical and moral attributes, and peculiar 
to woman, depend on it to a greater or less 
degree, as well as the special disposition 
which she seems to have in certain diseases ; 
for these last are dependent on a variable 
degree of intensity in the motions essential 
to life, and these motions always bear the 
same relations to the nature of the organs 
which perform thorn. 

The striking mobility observable in the 
female organs is an essential consequence 
of their smallness of volume . Whatever 
may be the principle which causes the im- 
pulsion of living bodies, there follows in 
the motions resulting from it something of 
the same laws governing inanimate forma- 
tions. The vital motions in the first case, 
appear to be executed with a rapidity, in 
inverse ratio to the siie of the animal. — 
The pulsations of the ox are but 35, while 
those of the sheep are 60 to the minute. — 
The pulse in woman is smaller and quicker 
than in man. Plinios says, that nature 
it more energetic where her sphere of ac- 
tion is more limited. Nusquam magic 
quam” in minimus tola est nature. (Hist. 
Nat, Lib II., c. 2). And that what ani- 


mals of a large frame gain in strength, they 
| loose in agility. 

( To be continued .) 

(For the Lancet and Gazette. } 

QUACKERY. 

BY ONE WHO HAS SEEN SOME. 

Man was born to be humbugged. From 
his cradle to his grave, he is the creature 
of circumstances, and being thus constitut- 
ed, is ever liable to be deceived. Some 
have supposed that the diffusion of knowl- 
edge would be sufficient to elevate him 
from his ignoble and dependent state, and 
place him beyond tho reach of circumstan- 
ces. But facts do not sustain this opinion. 
Look where we will, we find the twin sis- 
ters, humbug and quackery, ruling with an 
iron hand, and the more civilization has 
progressed, tho more these hydra-headed 
monsters have prevailed. From the earli- 
est period recorded by historians, we can 
trace these monsters through their loath- 
some and sinuous tracts ; and deeper and 
deeper do they grow as they progress from 
that time to the present. Can we then 
hope for their death ? Can we expect they 
will breathe their last so long as the nature 
of man remains unchanged ? Never will 
they cease to harrass and oppress us, nntil 
judgement and reason, combined with 
knowledge, shall nnito all their powers for 
their destruction and death. 

And can we expect such 

“ A consummation, 

Devoutly to be wished t” 

Will it not, rather, prove true, that thous- 
ands upon thousands will continue to arise, 
who, with just enough knowledge in their 
brains to afford tho semblance of learning 
and deep research, will nourish and cherish 
the monsters until they extend to the ut. 
termoet bounds of the land and sweep be- 
fore them the last vestige of hopo that their 
course will end in their own destruction. 

It is true that the diffusion of knowledge 
has done much to ameliorate the condition 
of man, hut never will it be able to eradi- 
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oate from amongst us that horrible monster 
of monster*, quackery. 

If we look over the history of any coun- 
try, we find that even the most learned men — 
men who have devoted all their energies to 
the pursuit of knowledge — have ever been 
most easily led estray by the numerous 
quacks who aro continually prowling 
throughout the land. If such persons then, 
arc so easily deceived, what must we not 
expect from those whose avocations and 
pursuits forbid their acquirement of knowl- 
edge, except it bo to a very limited degree, 
and are thus exposed, an easy prey, to the j 
evil designs of those followers of the mon- ; 
ater that are ever to be found among all ; 
nations ? 

And why is quackery thus ever in the 
ascendant ? Why are ao many deceived ? 
Why are those who have devoted their 
lives to tho pursuit of knowledge, why arc 
they so easily deceived? How is all this! 
accomplished? All are aware of the un- 
successful results occasionally occurring in 
the daily routines of practice, results thwart- i 
log at once the best directed efforts for the 
removal of some inveterate disease, no med- 
icines appearing to have the desired effect. 
In vain is tho materia medica resorted to, 
up til almost every article which seems 
likely to accomplish the desired end has 
been exhausted, without affording either 
benefit or relief ; until at last some unfore- 
seen event takes place which seemingly acts 
like a charm, putting the patient iinmediat dy 
in a state of convalescence. Such a favora- 
ble change inclines to the opinion that the 
last medicine used, he it wbat it may, ef- 
fected the core, and thus many of the nos- 
trum end quack recipes which daily fill 
our pnblio journals, become suddenly a car - ' 
lain cure for such a disease. 

These spontaneous cures inspire even 
many practitionora of medicine wiih a sort 
of blind confidence in tho worst of eases. — 
They see dreadful forms of disease eomo- 
thnrs recover, whilo their patients ire tak- 


ing some particular article, but forgetting 
that there may be some organic power, some 
Ml medical rix nature. s, whose power rcelly 
overcomes the disease, they ascribe the 
cure to the remedy last used ; and 
thus the opinion common to many, a pre- 
posterous belief in the possibility of discov- 
ering some peculiar remedy calculated fot 
every sort of disease and every stage and 
state of it (one of the greatest and moat 
dangerous absurdities that ever disgraced 
the practice of mediciuo) and it soon be- 
comes to them a settled reality. Hold as- 
sertion and impudence also, have their in- 
fluence upon man, and these three, acci- 
dent, impudence and assertion, have been 
the main cause of the success of quacker y 
from its origin to the present time. 

The first icaonnt which history gives of 
qusokery in any of ita forms is that men- 
tioned by Mores, of the magi of Egypt, 
who performed before Pharaoh and deceiv- 
ed not only him, hat his whole coart and 
people. 

Following on from that time, we find it 
assuming various forms and guises, until at 
last it takes to itself the garb of physician, 
and now it claims its origin from the gods. 

A qnaek, Alexander by name, whose his- 
tory is given by Lucisn, palmed himself 
upon the people as the direct sgent of the 
gods to man, for tha cure of all diseases ; 
in proof of which staiement, he exhibited • 
snake, which had been trained for the par- 
pose, wbiob by a preconcerted triok be as- 
serted was aEscnlspius himself. (It was 
from this circumstance, that the snake is 
to this day used as a symbol by the disci- 
ples of the God iEsculapius, who is sup- 
posed to preside especially over the for- 
tunes of the physician.) 

Passing over a long space of time, (for it 
would be impossible within proper limits to 
follow all the carves and windings of this 
snaky monarch) we come to a name that 
will long stand pre-eminent among quacks, 
as a hright star of their firmament, it it that 
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of Pbillippus Aureolus Tbeophastras Boa- 
baa tus Paracelsus Von Hohcnhcim. This 
man, like many of hie followers of the pres- 
ent day was » peripatetic, and roamed 
about, through different countries, promul- 
gating bis doctrines and by a bold use of 
many active remedies never before need by 
the members of the profession, performed 
many miraculous cures. When he had 
arrived in Germany, he by impudence and 
knavery obtained a professorship in one of 
their universities. Here he soon displayed 
the character common to bis clan at the 
present day. He collected the works of 
Galen and Avicenna and committed them 
to the flames, declaring, “ If God will not 
impart to me the secrets of physic, it will 
not only be allowable but justifiable to con- 
cult the Devil.*” He also declared, “The 
very down on my bald pate has more know!, 
edge than all your writers ; the buckles 
upon my shoes more learning than Galen 
or Avicenna ; and my board more experi- 
ence than all your universities.” He dis- 
covered a panacea that would heal all dis- 
eases, but unluckily for its reputation, he 

died with a bottle of it in his pocket 

Disgusting as it would be to follow through 
the life of such a man, we shall, however, 
find that the reign of this extraordinary in- 
dividual was an era in medicine which will 
long be remembered. Some of the most 
valuable articles of tbe materia medica were 
introduced , by him, and much benefit re- 
sulted to the profession, by exciting tbe 
sovy of some, the emulation of others, and 
the industry of all. So that it will be seen 
that quackery, although a curse, may 
sometimes prove a benefit. 

After the death of Paracelsus, quackery 
assumed various other forms, and was at 
one time connected with astrology ; and 
thus superstition was called in to aid and 
assist the quacks of the time, to foist their 

*H« w u ««pp<wed br ih« to ktw'p * koatliar spirit bi 

hand)* of ni« aworrl, and duller aan, 

4 Bombartea kept a devil's bird 

Shat up in tin handle of hie eword, 

Whn tatifbl him all tbe cunoinf pranks 
Orpaet and ftjmr# mountebank* 


nostrums upon the people and it proceeded 
in acquiring strength and power, assuming 
different forma and guises, as the eyes of the 
people became opened to their iniquities,— 
Touching for scrofula, metallic tractors, 
and innumerable panaceas and elixirs were 
some of the various forms which it appeared 
in, and now wo have not only remedies, but 
prophylactics against all earthly diseases. 
Pills, syrups, balsams and elixirs, and oven 
candies are poured down the throats of the 
people, much to the profit of the quack but 
the injury of themselves. 

Quackery has however recently taken a 
new form, and under the guise of theory, 
that spqlogy for ignorance, which at the 
same time carries with it the semblance of 
learning, it is now moving forward with s 
force and rapidity never before equalled. 

Two of these theories especially demand 
our attention. They are nearly opposite in 
their nature, and address themselves to 
different classes of people. The first, is 
palmed upon the ignobilis vnlgi and ad- 
dresses itself to those only who were pre- 
viously imposed upon by the innumerable 
panaceas above mentioned. The other is 
for the class of icou/d-4, wise ones, who 
are so numerous throughout every land and 
also includes many who should scorn to bs 
found embracing such doctrines or encour- 
aging such opinions. The first, Thompao- 
niamm, had its origin some thirty years 
since ; its founder was a Sam’l Thompson, an 
inhabitant of the United States, a true Yan- 
kco speculator, but one who has chosen his 
field of speculation where nn honest and a 
wise man would not hare dared to intrude. 

His doctrine, or theory, is simple, and to 
tbo ignorant, on this account, attractive ; 
founded upon prejudice, a prejudice, which 
has existed for ages, and one which leads 
many into error. His doctrine is this : Lila 
is heat ; disease is cold, or, as be exproe- 
ses it, cold is the cause of all disease, and 
and if we keep the fountain above the 
stream, that is, keep the internal heat above 
the external heat all will be well. Hence 
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flowers of s thousand brilliant hues. He | \ P|pg fop 

discovers, bordering these paths, numbers j Mridgei f rom th . Southern Literary Meutn- 
of women and men. Those along the first I ger for the Northern Lancet and Gazette 
path have a serious but kind appearance ; B V A FRIEND, 

he marks no dissimulation — he admires no 


ornaments nor decorations, save a few lau- The love of the beautiful is an inherent 
rel leaves entwined in their hair. They principle of humanity. This is a truism, 
pause on the road side as tho traveller ap - 1 No argument is necessary to convince us 
proaches, and without endeavoring to se- 1 that this feeling so like an inward echo to 
duce the wayward one, they kindly and ! the outward call, belongs to the universal 
gently speak these words : family of man. The land, sea, and sky are 

“ Young man ! behold tho road to hap- full of beauty, and the principal actor is 
pinees ; your companions, talents and vir- this grand drama finds a tptril of beauty 
tues.’ 1 kindled within him, which appreciates and 

Tho second path is bordered by a body drinks in this beauty as its nectar. The 
far more numerous than those he has just soul cannot exist without it — it is first and 
passed. Their figures are of the most love- last, an ever present Bense. There is beau- 
ty and enchanting descriptions ; features ty in order, and this primitive love of, and 
radiant with grace, and pleasure is dancing' delight in beautiful arrangements is the 
around them — they laugh, sing, and arc conservative principle in governments and 
frolicsome. What studied luxury is per- society. Love that leads to deeds heroic, 
oeived in their attire ! Flowers deck their — to romantic, wild, and chivalrio worship 
hair, flowers encircle their polished fore- of the loved one, grows from this inherent 
heads, and flowers are gracefully balanced ! principle. Some of the strongest holds of 
in delicate and rosy-tipped fingers. From our faith, so purifying, zealous and adoring, 
their smile, one would fancy them the god- owe to this universal law of feeling, their 
dess of Lore, and her three attendant durability and firmness. On this universal 
Graces, Euphrosyne, Thalia and Aglaia. — delight in beautiful objects, 1 ground my 
But view them from behind and mark the • plea for the fine arts. Offsprings of this 
deception! A light and changing ribbon, love, they cannot, if cultivated, fail to pro- 
encircling their tresses, plainly manifests duce a positive, beneficial influence in soci- 


that their charming features arc but those 
of masks. A few openings in the painted 
coverings, reveal tho hideous forms con- 
cealed beneath. 

This band has eagerly flown to the ad- 
vance of the young traveller. Smiles are 
beaming and endearments arc lavished upon 
him. With delight he offers them his wil-| 
ling hand. 

“Charming stranger,” say they, “ hero 
is tho path to pleasure — be our compan- 
ion.” 

He follows. The misguided yonng man 
is in the wake of vice, crimo and misery. 

He hath rejected the offered happiness, ! 
and nevermore can he regain tho paths of! 
•virtue ! 

[C. B., please send us a few more loaves 
from your “ note book.” We shall always! 
be pleased to insert any communication • 
from yon. Vale ’] + t 


tty. The pica of the utilitarian, who think* 
of nothing but the almighty dollar and who 
rails every thing the tinsel of life which doe* 
not feed or clothe his body, who would re- 
duce man to the mere animal — a money 
changer — is as hollow and false as it is ig- 
noble. May that spirit perish in all places. 

The arts are conservative, because they 
create attachments, they call out a love for 
the places where we first felt their charms. 
How vividly do paintings, statuary, and 
poetry present to us places, people, and oc- 
currences which move and thrill our whole 
natnros. Temples, halls and capitols would 
indeed bo sacred edifices, did their walls 
abound in delineations of interest, and por- 
traits of our loved and venerated departed 
friends and benefactors. The imaginations 
of men would be refreshed and elevated in 
such contemplations and their livsa would 
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be made better. The cemeteries where lie country is scarcely in advance of the new. 
oa? loved and lost ones, how beautiful they This is tiue ia respect to colleges and uui- 
are, and how powerfully their beau.y takes versifies, yet there arc associations of fami- 
hold of every good aud pure feeling of our; lies and individuals which take us back bo* 
natures. Wo would keep out of mind ! yond the records or memories of the living, 
those churchyards, sometime* seen in ( Their churches, galleries, com tsaud piaazas 
the country, where no green thing flourish are rich with the mature collected fiui's of 
es, and where, should we judge from the art for many ag s which serve as schools for 
bare, tude and unhallowed aspect of things, the cultivation of the love of the beautiful, 
we should say the sleepers hud lain down Besides this, their history— the enchanting, 
unw *pt, uuhouored and unsung. ;.ill uhsorbing unthju * — fu wishes continual 

At the present time there ia much talk .food for the poet and delineator. It ia in 
about the cultivation of the conscience, as j this new world, where restlessness and wild 
well as the intellect, and this is wed, if the endeavor move man's heart to the incessant 
promise be faithfully kept. They talk pursuit of new things that this cultivation, 
about educating the wholo mau Con- the oil of ibis kind of consecration, is so 
science, the religious principle, is a part ot great a desideratum. Hero sociul life is 
the whole man and should most certainly too raw. its energies too undeveloped, its 
bo educated, and is not the love of the necessities too unknown to be independent 
beautiful, the jy»t> it of the fine arts a part Lf the helps found in institutions with ef- 
ofthe whole man, too? In these utilitai iun ! ficienl teachers and proper models and ex- 
days, when the wise aud great write books 1 amples. Man's history shows the nceessi- 
and make harangues about the education of j ty of some training to bring out ibis prinei- 
conscience, of tho heart, of the intellect pie in its strength and pow er of uccomplisb- 
why arises not some one to plead for tho |incu t. One academy, at least, of music, 
cduca ion of that part of the whole man. pain ing, sculpture, architecture and poetry 
which secs and feels the beautiful in the this day wauted in each of the states of 
Creator’s works, and in his second hand this Republic. Those great artists who 
works, by his nearest children, the artists : have left their works as monuments of their 
The Rembrandts, the Correggios, the Sal va- ! f ara e have exerted a potent influence for 
tor Rosas, are the inspired ones, the irn- good But to bring about the great results 
mediate recipients of the Creative power — achieved by them, they have traversed for- 
many l »ss gifted remain unknown, becau* 1 eign counties for the helps which should 
unassisted in revealing and perceiving their bo furnished them at home. The ability 
gifts. Shall this God-given impulse be to perceive, wc ail possess; the power to 
totally omitted in our boast -d systems of j execute belongs to a part— the few, only, 
education ? We have no right to preteu- can become great and distinguished in pro- 
sions to completeness, while this hiatus re* ducing new combinations of beauly and 
mains. In our schools or colleges there is copying old. Wc contend for a&M>tanco, 
no requisite assistance to the poet, the to all, that all may better appreciate the 
sculptor or the architect. It is generally beauty around them every where in nature 
believed that the gift to excel in either of and art. and the gifted in ex cution may 
the departments of art is all that is needed, be enabled to execute well without the ne- 
besidc industry aud perseverance in the cecity of foreign travel, which the great 
possessor. He who would delineate nature mass of the really gifted can never have.— 
with the pencil will find littli to stimulate or A universal cultivat 'd taste and power of 
assist him, in the ahilly shall y looking at execution iu all the fine aits ia what we de- 
pictures in rotundas, society halls, or ov**n sire. 

the costly ornithological toy books which It may bo urged as an argument acaio*t 
arc brought out almost every week. It 'schools of art, that wherever established, 
may b* replied .that iu this respect the old th*y have been united to supers' itiojj.— 
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Milton's name, alone, will recall the exist- 
ence of the noblest love of beauty, consist- 
ent with the purest spirit of religion. The 
union of ohurch and state produced the 
direst of evils at the same time that the 
union of art with religion produced mon- 
strous superstition ; yet it would be unfair 
reasoning, poor logic, to argue the destruc- 
tion of either on account of the result of ; 
the unholy union. The abuse of things, if 
not necessary to their use, is no just cause 
of impeachment. Our land abounds in the 
beautiful and grand iu nature. Here are 
studies in the wild forest, in the rivers, the 
cataracts, the lakes, the mountains, the 
caves and tho chasms, of the beautiful and 
the grand, the mysterious aud tho wonder- 
ful. But all is new and half explored. A 
master hand is wanted to perpetuate them 
as they now exist. Much has already been 
done to keep in remembrance the form, the 
features, the artistical skill, rude though it 
may be, of the aborigines of this mighty 
continent. They are fast fading away, and 
from mementos alone, will soon be learned 
all that can be known of the poor Indian. — | 
Their legends, their poetry, and their spe- 1 
cimcns of workmanship, should be collect* ! 
ed as soon and to as great an extent as ! 
possible. 

Bat there is another department which 
must bo filled to satisfy the desires of our 
hearts. We pine for tho Parthenon and 
the Coliseum, the dome, the statues, the 
glorious visions of Italian walls. Our long- 
ings for heroes aud sages are more than 
satisfied with tho memory of Washington, 
of Marshall, of Henry, of Franklin and 
their like. Wc havo had the heroes — we 
pine for the beautifiers of life. Freed from 
civil oppression, we extend our arms, ready 
to be bound by the silken cords of captivity 
to the ennobling, exalting, gladdening in- 
fluences of social life. We wait lor artists 
of this kind at home. 

Many persons consider this mere ro- 
mance, because its reckoning does not tell 
on the purse — dimes and dollars arc not in 
its count. Whatever docs not buy bread 
and clothes is to them a useless toil. They 
think the art? of no use except as a help 


with the surplus wealth, in building rail- 
roads, digging canals, stretching out speak- 
ing wires, and erecting asylums. All this 
is well and has been done and is still in 
progress. Now let the noble and yet par- 
tially supplied wauls of coming generations, 
in the refined arts of civilized life, be at- 
tended to. The hungerings and thirstings 
of the spirit for the grand, the sublime and 
beautiful is answered by the author of na* 
ture in the works of his hands. Man 
should take his great lessons in this school 
and his schemes for the education of the 
whole roan should embrace intellect, con- 
science passions, emotions, reverence, love 
of beauty, lovo of pure, high, ennobling 
nature, and pure, high, ennobling art. 

OOJIMLNICATIONS. 

•• It is murh to hr rrjrr^tt*\l that roiintry prartUiocer*. So 
I»r>t more frecpunily the nsull of their oUerrationa 

sml etiwmn.i' ; much valuable |cuowlr<ter i* lr*» to th« 
vrorl.l. from tho lulled of this imporfajit Jurv.”-[Su Aatkjr 
Cooper. 

[Forth* Northern LaiKetand Gaselta.) 

Fungus Hsmatodes of the Arm.— Am- 
putation and Recovery. 

Gentlemen Editors : 

Should you think the brief history of the 
following case worthy of a place in your 
Lancet you will oblige me by publishing 
it: 

Tho case of which 1 would speak was one 
of no ordinary pathological interest, yet 
precisely of that character from which a 
discreet surgeon would be justified in turn- 
ing away, and leaving the emaciated and 
tortured victim to his fate — certain death. 

It is well nigh two years since I visited a 
young man in the town of Norfolk, with 
tho expectation of amputating his arm. — 
On arriving at the place of destination, I 
found Fungus Il.ruiatodes of the right arm, 
extending from below the elbow joint up to 
within two inches of the acromira process. 
The tumor of about eighteen months* 
growth, was enormously largo and most ex- 
quisitely painful. The treatment up to 
this time had bccu various, ns thn patho- 
logical doctrines of the root and cancer 
doctors had clashed. Expounders of that 
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splendid humbug) Beach's American Pruc-j May your list of subscribers be inercas- 
ttce, bad lent their aid. With all these ed, and your pile of the needful be multi- 
lights of science, the sine quo non seemed plied by the multitudes who cannot but ap- 
to have been to get an openin' in the tictl- prociate the value of your undertaking. 

Your most obedient, 


B. 

Woodstock. Vt., March 21, 1850. 

G ammon ville, Feb. 1st, 1850. 
Dear Editors : 

Permit me through the columns of your 


tin ' and get it runnin'. 

The young man had been confined to his 
bed for many weeks. At this time he was 
exceedingly feeble and very much emaciat- 
ed. On consultation we decided to remove 
the arm and did so. In the progress of 

the operation it soon became manifest that . . 

the humerus was separated, about 2 inches 1 ■ wldd J circulated and worthy journal to call 

from its head. Removing the superior i 1,10 * ttcntion of the P ublic *> my 

fragment of bone, the brachcal artery was i ustl J celebrated panacea for “ Human 
still further sccnrcd by being grasped high ■ M** * * bc ‘‘Invigorating Brimstone Cor- 
up in the axilla, and the operation conclud- ( dial.” Some years have elapsed since a 
ed in the usual manner. Tho loss of blood portion of the present advertisement appear- 
was trifling. Wc had scarcely enough of c< ^ * n print. (I now add a head and tail, 
healthy integument to protect the glenoid simply*) Through poverty I have neg- 
cavity. The patient’s recovery under the looted to keep it before the people as 1 had 
judieious supervision of Dr. Boland, of intended. A great sacrifice of human life 
Lower Norfolk, was rapid. For many j ! ,as been the consequence j but now, as you 
months there remained a very small portion perceive, I have encouragement, and flat- 
of the cut surface unhealed, though giving jeering testimonials from eminent Divines, 
the patient no pain. I am happy to say Statesmen and Physicians, which I obtain- 
in conclusion, that the subject of these re- C< 1 by a bttle puffing and a bottle of the 
marks, is now and has been for many cordial apiece. I shall now continue to ad- 
months past, entirely restored to health; vertise and ho F to rcaIize a handsome for- 


and is engaged in active business. 

The structure of the elbow joint was en- 
tirely broken up. The humerus was lite- 
rally rotten, the whole of it. Tho fungus 
and mass wanted a few ounces of 131hs. 

Very kindly yours, 

JNO. H. M. CIIESXEY. 

Potsdam, March 21, 1850. 

A V oice from Woodstock. 


To the Editors of the 

Northern Lssctr: 

Gentlemen : — Wc have received n few 
numbers of yonr publication and think we tonished world my unparalellcd, miracle 


tnne. Truly yours, 

JULIUS GAMMON, M. D 

Doctor Gammon's 

Invigorating Brimstone Cordial. 

After three-fourths of a ccntury’stoil and 
hardship in the practice of medicine, and 
by dint of persevering analysis and experi- 
ments on tho medical properties of vegeta- 
bles and minerals in view of ascertaining 
their effect upon the animal economy, 
“now, at the advanced age” of nearly 100, 
I have succeeded in presenting to the as- 


e.an see in it a new era dawning upon our 
northern clime. The Aurora Borealis can 
now ascend to the xeuith and meet tho 
southern rays without a blush. Literature 
and science will now receive the more firm 


working, patent, cut-and-thrust, phlebot- 
omising, drastic, cathartic, diuretic, double 
distilled and double barrelled, fire and 
brimstone cordials, an unnaturally interest- 
ing, pleasing and agreeably innocont non- 


support of the wise, and tho sons ami | medical, sudorific, nephritic, anthilmintio, , 
daughters of the north will see clmely upon , narcotic, tonic, stimulant, alterative, as- 
thosc things which before w'we hidden from tringent, stomachic, beltyachie, diaphoretic, 
their eyes. aperient, emollient, carminative, s ’dative, 
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rub •facient, antispasmodic. pectoral, crural 
and femoral emmenagngue. It la a sovereign, 
specific and instantaneous remedy for dis- 
tempera acute and chronic nervoua, e -ne- 
ral, local, real and imaginary, and cpiilcm- 
ic disorder* ; for gu:i shot wound*, simple 
and compound fiaetnrea, cisualilies of all 
kinds and sudden death. It opera t >s equal 
ly on the body, mind estate, real and per- 
sonal, and place of residence of the patient. 
It is an efficacious uud safe cosmetic, re- 
moving the pernicious peri istiuin from the 
cucticlo, and rendering it dear and smooth 
to a fault. It clenrs out the bile and pas- 
trio juice from tho brain, and induces a 
calm train of ideas. It removes obstruc- 
tions in the capillary tubes, viz : the thorac- 
ic duct and resoplrapns, coecum, tic It 
extirpates the spinal marrow which is the 
Cause of many a dangerous malady. It 
dissipates adipose tumors and premature 
births, and is an effectual preventive 
against old age. It helps nature iu her 
attempts at amputating the head and pluck 
From its styptic qualities it is especially 
useful ia promoting excessive haemorrhages 
by whioh surgical operations of all kinds 
become quite unnecessary. By rinsing the I 
mouth daily with this cordial the cppiglot- J 
tis becomes firmly fixed in its socket and 
eatious teeth adhere closely tn the metatar- 
sus, by which means deglutition and cltyli- 
ficatiun progress regularly. 'I ho muscles I 
which become fi.reid bv us: are restored to 
an ossifbd state, a# well as tho arterial ays- j 
tem. Applied to the eyes it removes the 
humors and eradicates the optic nerve, and 
on d.sorders of the cars it acts cncrget cal 
ly upon tho tympbanum, produces an instan- 
taneous suppression of the catemonia and in 
due s a permanent and uninterrupted sleep 
From its drying qualities it is useful in c.rs 
es of d owning, and hanging yields to its 
elevating stimulus. 

Price 8:t) per bottle. 

Is B To prev. ut countorf Its even 
bottle is wrapped iu a $ i bank note, 
thereby making a great saving *o those who 
buy by tha d,.z n, with a fac simile of the 
proprietor s autograph, thus : 

OR. JULIUS GAMMON'. 

References — Rt Rev. Peter Humbug, j 
Hon. Jas. Credulous, Frances Quack, M. D. ! 


LANCET PORTRAIT GALLERY ; 
With Biographical Sketches, 

BY HORACE NELSON, M. D. 


«* «lt«i fitnl bU w».rkcarj*«l .»t by criOCii,«ik(J rejected by t 

lj»iotu,"-#ir Co.ritump 1 


No. IV. 

StJirCL SHOItUr, M. I), 

Samuel Shunrway, one of tbs most active 
aud intelligent physicians of Essex county, 
is a native of .V oseachusetts, having been 
born in Bulchortown, in that state, on the 
2.th March, 1 93. His father, a farmer 
iu very easy circumstances, allowed his sou 
| ill the opportunities of acquiring that do- 
gree of education such as could be ohtoin- 
•d in the agricultural districts, having been 
| a pupil of one of the village schools un.il 
I Ire attained his eighteenth year. He thus 
I qualified himself hy these preliminary, stu- 
j dies, to pass to those of tho classics, which 
he acquired in the first place under a pri- 
vate instructor and secondly as an iDmata 
of the Academics of MuDsor and Westfield, 
in -Massachusetts, where he remained two 
years. 

At the age of 21 he left Belch cr ton for 
Granville, Washington county, N. Y., 
where he became a student of Medicine to 
the late Dr. Ira Bascotn, of which gentle- 
man, ho was office pupil over eighteen 
months, aud having acquired the knowledge 
requisite to enable him to pursue with advan- 
tage a course of lectures, he entered tho 
Medical Department of Yale C ll.-gc, con- 
tinuing there one term. In addition to the 
or dinary curriculum follow, d by students, 
to qualify thcmselv.s os practioncrs, Dr. 
sLumway became ocquain.cd with those 
studies unfortunately too much or entirely 
neglected now-a-days, and which aro re- 
quirod a! the hands of every man of edu- 
cation — those of the natural sciences. His 
instructors were those master teachers, 
whoso erudition has shed so much light up- 
on American science, and contributed so 
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powerfully to the reputation of their col- foreseeing that he could not accede to the 
lego, Professors Day and Silliman, the prn- flattering requ st of bis f. i«*nds without 
j^ctor and editor of the American Journal militating s'rongly with bis professional pur* 
of Science and Arts Leaving the college suits, he cons. quoit'y declined being a can- 
halls, he continued and closed bis pupilage didatc for re-election, and from that day 
in the office of the late Dr. Joseph White, j Dr. Sh uni way has never taken a prominent 
of Cherry Valley, N. Y. 'P art in politics, 'hough be always has been 

The Dr. immediately entered upon Ills a firm supporter of the Whig school, 
professional course in the village of Chari-- The Dr.’s qualifications as an experienced 
ton, Saratoga county, in the spring of 181 and skillful general practitioner, secured 
where he remained three years, and then him the honorary degree of Doctor of Med- 
icine of the State Medical Society held at 
Albany, in 1S45. 

Dr. Shumway is a zealous and devoted 
lover of his profession ; prepared at all 
times and under all circumstances, to sac* 
iiP.ee his own individual comforts and ad- 
vantages, for its welfare and advancement. 
At the ft unless attempts trade a few months 
siuce, to organize the faculty of the counties 
of Clinton and Essex, we were pleased to 


moved from Charlton to Essex, in which 
last village he has resided t-» this day. — 

Shortly after his establishment in Essex, 
he connected himself with the county Medi- 
cal Society, of which he has always been an 
active and prominent member, hiving pre- 
sided over and represented it on several oc- 
casions at the State Medical Society. 

In October 1810, Dr. Shnmwav was mar 
ried to Hannah A., daughter of Aaron L. 

Reach, Esq , of Salisbury, V t. Retiring see the Doctor, at a very inclement season 
for a few months from the aiduous duties* of the year, fiist at his post, a firm support- 


incident to country practice, and more es- 
pecially where it extended over a very 
rough and rooun'ainous region, he spent 


cr of those measures which had been pro- 
posed for the amelioration of the present 
condition of the profession. The Doctor 


the winter of 1831, in perfecting himself in j is a fluent, persuasive aud excellent debater, 
and acquiring further information, by at- always qualified to meet his adversary on 
tending the schools and hospital wards of! the same argumentative field ; wielding tho 
New York. The Dr. now returned to the! shafts of ridicule or witticism with a tern- 
field of bis professional labors, daily acquir-! pored and practiced hand, possessing a bap- 
ing and strengthening the confidence thc'py and well treasured memory, he is always 
public had reposed in him, when in 184*2, certain of support to his assertions, wheth- 
he appeared on the political platform of er in conversation or in political aud pro- 
Essex county as the Whig candidate for J fcssional controversies, from “antecedent’* 
Assembly. His extensive acquaintance with ' authorities. A daily observer and follower 
persons of all parties throughout the county! of the progress of the medical and collatc- 
and the daily opportunities he enjoyed, in | ral sciences. his long experience enabling him 
tho discharge cf his professional duties, of readily to accept or rej.ct them, together 
securing the confidence and support of the with his well earned reputation, renders him 
roost prominent men, and their equal means to a high degree the friend to assist a brother 
of ascertaining his acquirements, caused practitioner in those wayward, difficult and 
him to bo returned with very little opposi-|“ stumbling” cases, which suddenly spring 
tioo. So satisfied was the Whig eonstifu- up in the smooth and unruffled path of a 
cncy of the county of his watchfulness of hitherto successful professional career, as if 
♦heir interests, that he was honored with a to try, unexpected and unforeseen, a mon’a 
second nomination in the fall of 1943; but capabilities. 
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Dr. Shunnvay is uow in the 57th year of quarter, or a half century. Mqn who never 
his age. His faculties, mental and physical, possessed the energy required to prevent 

*» « 

lace iu the silence of the death -chamber, when it has assailed the patient, and the 
or the lively fiiend at the social gathering, Angel of Death is drooping its sable wing 
be is always at home— a kind, companion- over the doomed victim. Men who have 
ate and warm hearted friend. , , , , , 

_ . become unnerved at the appearance of he- 

‘NTAlJTUli’l} \T I t\7/'t v 7’ morrhngo, and have fi.it down and cried! 

i\lmi ritiK A LAiMLl, BWtWo g afc i 8 tnnec of a brother practi- 

GAZETTE OF LEGAL 

Plattsburgh, April, 1800. that gloomy chamber, and caused hope 

‘‘truth without fear.” oncc moro J t “ ' b ° ,c P alc * nd «* 

r who blindly trust to nature, till nature’, 
t energies are exhausted or paralysed, and 

— — who scorn at any instrumental interference, 

^OUCC. | which, by its prompt and skilful npplica- 


The Office of the Northern Lancet, 


tion, instead of entwining a cypress sprig 


, t . » • - sc i , around their withered laurels, would add 

and Dr. IS olson s Surgery, have been re- ... , , _ , _ 

, . .... . ... one bright and cver-grccn leaf— a leaf 

moved to \ lias s Isrick Row, third story, , ® , , , , , , . 

v . i , „ T i rv . . , placed upon her brow, by the hand of ever- 

over INicbols & Lvndc, Grocers, and fourth f . 1 . , , , , , ^ 

*- »b rf .w r«. oa» I “Z.KS'Jh’.i’ h “ J ,r “ '"' , - 

MTg.r .HtfMt . PI.IUb^ g h, Ap.il, I6M). tW , peM 

Obstetricv. ;pcan and American, have labored a long 

* and arduous life in lying -in -hospitals, if na* 

The re-pcrusal of three extraordinary ob- tore was in every ease competent to 
atetrical operations, by Prof BtDrosD, of the discharge of that duty imposed upon her 
the University of New York, has suggested by tho Creator? Why fore a Caparon, 
the propriety of making a few remarks upon Desormeanx and a Dubois, a Merriman, a 
that departmout of the profession. Wo Doris and a Ranslotham ; a Deweea, a 
regret to say, and proper authorities can a Bedford, and a Meigs; why should these 
bo adduced to support us, that of the great and good men have toiled in that most 
three branches. Medicine, Surgery and portentous and responsible field of practioe, 
Midwifery, which a practitioner is daily if their services had not been required? — 
oalled upon to exercise, in tho country Why fore those masterly productions of the 
more especially, there is nono which is so European and American schools, the fruits 
ill-understood, and so unwisely and unskiil- of years of experience and of untiring 
fnlly managed, as that of midwifery. Many watchfulness? Whyforo should all this en- 
look upon it as a most simple operation im- ergy and intelligence have been thrown 
posed upon nature, and therefore that na- away upon this “creature” of imagination, 
tnre alone is all-sufficient to relieve the pa- if nature had not imploringly called upon 
tient ; that all artistic, not wnnital ■' inter- the roan of art to assist her? Had not 
ference should be scrupulously avoided. — these men. at leasl ns much opportuni- 
Men who have grown grey in the profession, ty of witnessing the operarions of nature, 
and old in the affection and esteem of those under the mo»t varied and tried circum- 
persnns whom they have doctored for a stances, as some country practitioners who 
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step up boldly — strong and proud in the;*. Lancet. On 19ih of March, we were 
fluenco they wield over a larger or smaller summoned to attend a person in confine- 
portion of the community — and dishonestly ment. The illness had been long and pro- 
proclaim that all instrumental interference tracted — the infant to all appearance «till- 
is humbug , yea, that it is murder. Mod- born. A highly respectable and intelligent 
ern Jobs, and drones in the great hive of lady immediately gave the proper directions 
progressive science, they are satisfied with to a third person how to manage, for she 
remaining thirty-six, even forty-eight hours had read what the Dr. had said in his Lan- 
in the sick chamber, rather than bring to cet, and through her timely advice and kind 
the rolicf of the sinking powers of natma, exertions, (for we could not attend,) the 
prompt, safe and energetic means ; they child was resuscitated, and is now in fine 
have compromised themselves, they have health ; the mother gratelul to that friend, 
ridiculed and deprecated those agencies and ^nd the last proudly acknowledging the 
they fear to encounter the displeasure of a source when she had derived the informa- 
few attending friends, who have walked with lion. t 

thorn through many yo.ro of profession! — j" MInTderS Obstetrical 

life, whose influence they require, whose ^ 

favor they solicit; and counting hours oflppONCr* 

of danger, ages of suspense and of ansi- , Vfl lcknowledg ~ h p l, asttr<!) the ro- 
oty, they are satisfied to await the result oeipt from Dr Poli.a bp, of Keeserillo, of 
of fate, and stake the life of a patient 0M of his obstetrical Supporters. Tha 
upon the persistence of a few smile, and the pUn b very inrnions . , ho Rpplicst : on 

good will of an interested “little.” prompt, safe and efficient, while the work- 

Country practitioners are not enchained manship reflects high credit upon the manu- 
to, nor governed so servilly by public opin- facturer. It came “ just in lime,” having 
ion, as those residing in cities or in villages ; bad an opportunity of testing its usefulness 
they are at a distance from consultation , the day it was received, and from this case 
delay is forbidden, and they must act a?- we must say that the benefits resulting from 
they have been taught noic-a-days to do — its employment surpassed much our cxpec- 
thtJy save the mother and child and if they do tations. \Vc shall bestow upon it the at* 
not at the the time gain much in fees, they tention it justly demands, and make the ro- 
carn vastly more by a well founded reputa- suits known through our coIuiuds. \Vc 
tion. can, however, cheerfully commend it upon 

We regret that we are unable to republish ono point, and this of itself would ensure it 
Prof Bedford's caeca ; our readers must succeas j that is, tho vast amount of fa- 
tako our word that had they fallen into the tigue and inconvenience, which is saved to 
hands of unwise and unmanly practitioners, tbc attending friends. The Dr. has so dis- 
the patients would have succumbed; where- p 0S ed tbo different portions of the support- 
as, with a little promptness, knowledge and cr ^ that the patient has in her own hands 
tact for operating, six liveshave been saved tho cont r 0 l of power , which she can apply 
— trophies of his gigantic advancement of; at Sllc b times, and to such a degree as exi- 
medical science, and of unpcrishable honor pencils require, and therefore effectually 
to the fortuuatc accpuchcur. doing away with any foreign assistance. 

While on the subject, we have much Dr. Pollard will accept our best wishes 
pleasure in relating an incident tending for- for the success and general introduction of 
cibly to illustrate the benefits resulting to his Obstctiical Supporter. t 

non- professional persons iu reading the i Wc cordially join in the opinion express- 
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ed by oar associate, and Laving employed 
the Supporter on many occasions, have 
found it s« important and valuable instru- 
men' * 


./•doing the said Gilbert some bodily harm. 
With this addition our report is complete. 

t 

Books received fur Review. 


Professor John While Webster, j 

The universal anxiety roanifc«t rt d in all 
classes of tho community to know some* . 
thing of tho extraordinary occurrence which 
has branded Prof. Webster a murderer, b*» ; 
high social position, ** well u that of the 
victim Dr. Parkman, and the amount of 
medical evidence which was of so much iin- ! 
port to tho caso, renders it one well worthy 
of perusal by every person. We regret 
that owing to the great length of the trial, 
it will be impossible for us to publish a full 
report ; moreover, it would be “second hand 
news,” and occupying room which we can 
ill-spare, in the desire of accommodating 
our correspondents. 

The May No. of the Lancet will contain 
a full report of tho medical evidence, as also 
a aummajy of that testified by one or two 
important non- professional witnesses, f 

Worden’s Trial 

An accidental omission has occurred at 
page 111 of this number, in tho report of' 
this man’s trial — that is, of the four couutsj 
contained in tho presentment nf the grand 
jury. As tho case is not complete without i 
them we publish them in this place. The j 
1st, charges the prisoner, Henry Worden,! 
with making an assault with a gun, loaded, j 
upon Gilbert Worden, and with which he 
did feloniously, unlawfully, aud maliciously 
shoot, and feloniously, and with malice as 
sault the said Gilbert Worden, with iutent 
to kill and murder against statute The 
2d count charges the prisoner with making 
an assault with a loaded gun, in the leg* 
and thighs of Gilbert Worden, and that he 
did shoot with intent to maim. The 3.J 
count charges him with shooting with the 
intent of disabling. Tho 1th count charge* 
the prisoner with sheeting with tb* intent ’ 


Two lectures by A B. Shipman, M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the Indiana Medi* 
cal College. 

Tho Illustrated Self Instruc'or in Phre- 
nology and Physiology, with 100 engrav- 
ings. By O. 8 & L. N. Fowlor. Now 
York, 1 5 J K pp. 34 

To Readers and Correspondents. 

Communications from Medicus, Dr. P. 
C. Good ale, Adirondack, N. Y. ; Dr. 
Ch’s H. Clbaveland, Waterbary Vt , 
wiil appear in onr next number. Letters 
have been received from Dr. A. Porteoua, 
Adirondack, N. Y. ; M. Conuut, Malone, 
N. Y. ; Dr J. II. Grenelle, M assent, N, 
Y. ; Dr. R. W. Evans, Richmond, C. W. ; 
C. M. Bros man, Syracuse, N. Y. ; Prof. 
Bedford, M. D., New York ; P. Lawrence, 
P. M., West Cbazy ; J. W. Flack, Troy; 
Dr. T. B. Nichols, Woods took, Vt. ; Dr. 
J. H. M. Chesney. Postdam ; J. B. James, 
Esq., Ogdeusburgh ; Dr. L. P. Testier, 
Gerard, Ga. ; Dr. S S. Sntcbwell, Leach- 
villo, N. C ; Dr. A. Gow, Sckuylei viUc, 
N. Y. ; Judge A. C. Hand, EIix«both 
town ; Dr. D. C. Goodale, Adirondack, 
N. Y ; Dr. S. P. Claik, N?adriu, N. Y. ; 
Dr. S. Thacker, Hcrmoo, N. Y. ; M. T. 
Clough, Esq , T iconderoga, N. Y. ; R. S. 
Page, Hyde park, Vt. ; E. M. Gates, P. 
M., Rouse’s Point, N. Y. ; P. Fisctte, 
Coopersvillc, N. Y. ; Dr. A. Nelson, 
Montreal; Dr Courtcan, St. Rocb L’Ach- 
igan ; Dr. W. R Evans, Richmond, C. W. 

Sao acitt or tiie Norsk.— It is stated, 
that if a horse be shut »*p in a pasture 
where there is no water, he will at ceitain 
times of the day make it a practice to 
stand in the place where water is nearest 
to the surface, and thus indicate the best 
place for diguing for it. Those who allege 
this to be a fact, say that horses have the 
faculty of amelliug water, like camels in the 
African desert, or the cattle of the Scu*h 
American “pampas.” 
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TRIAL OF 

Professor John W. Webster, 

FOR THE MURDER OF 

DR. GEORGE PAR KM AN, 

AT THE 

MEDICAL COLLEGE. NORTH GROVE 
STREET, BOSTON, 

23d NOV., 1849. 

r ' < 

Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 

Present, Chief Justice Shaw and Judges 
Wilde, Dewey and Metcalf. 

We give in this number a true report of 
the medical evidence elicited in this extra- 
ordinary trial. This portion of the pro- 
ceedings, by far the most conclusive of the 
vast amount of evidence adduced, has been 
very briefly reproduced in our local papers, 
and therefore tho publication of it in the 
I^ancet will supply the deficiency. 

We arc indebted to our old friend Dr. j 
Mollot, of Boston, for a full report of tho 
trial, in pamphlet form, from which we 
have made the extracts. 

EVIDENCE FOR THE GOVERNMENT. 

DR. WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr. I was 
one of the physicians called to tho Medi- 
cal College ; was called on Saturday ; Dr. j 
Martin Gay and Dr. T. C. Jackson met 
with me ; coroner Pratt requested my pres- 
ence ; 1 went about 3 o’clock. Dr. George 
H. Gay, Dr. Stone and Dr. Wyman were 
also present. Drs. Martin Gay and T. C. 
Jackson took charge of the teeth. Doc- 1 
tors Gay, Stone and myself prepared a re- 
port of what wc had particularly inspected I 
We rendered that report to tho Corouor’s 
Jury. 

The following is the report alluded to : 


‘yiid to be taken from a furnace. The tho- 
rax and left thigh were discolored, appar- 
ently with tan and some caustic substance ; 
the three remaining ones were white, fair, 
and appeared as if soaked in water. The 
cartilage (gristle) on the head of the left 
thigh bone was colored black. 

Uemains of the thorax (chest) which 
consisted of all the bones except the stern* 
um (breast-bone). Fracture of the fifth 
right rib, apparently recent, and about four 
inches from division boiween ribs and stern- 
um. Both clavicles (collar-bones) and 
scapnlao (shoulder-blades) present ; clavi- 
cles large. Both lungs present, but collap- 
sed. Left, lung had pleural adhesions (ad- 
! bored to the lining membrane of the ribs)* 

| Structure of both lungs apparently healthy. 

| Anterior thoracic (chest; muscles cut up 
from the ribs about six inches from the cen- 
tre on each side, and with the skin thrown 
one Bide. Posterior portion of the integu- 
ments from the left scapula) to the lumbar 
(loins) vertebra' of a dark color and hard- 
ened. Remaining portion of integument*, 
(skin) generally of a natural appearance, 
except a little greenness under tho right 
axilla, (arm-pit) probably from commen- 
cing decomposition, and some blueness 
[under the left axilla, leaving the skin 
j soft and easily broken through artificial ac- 
tion. An opening slightly ragged, about 
one and a half inches long, undor the left 
nipple, between tho sixth and seventh riba, 
extending into the chest. Remains of tho- 
racic aorta and thoracic oesophagus (gullet) 
present. Heart and diaphragm (midriff; 
wanting. Trachea ( windpipe ) divided 
through tho cricoid cartilage. Spleen con- 
tracted ; externally granulated and inter- 
nally red. Left kidney in its natural po- 
sition and contracted. No liver, right 
kidney, pancreas, (sweet-bread) stomach 
or intestines. Sixteen vertebra) present. 


Post-mortem examination at the Medical Cot- consisting of three lumbar, twelve dorsal, 
lege , Dee . 2, 1849, at 10 A. M : and the greater portion of the seventh cer- 

Fivo portions of a human subject were vical, which appeared to have been sawed 
examined: a thorax, a pelvis, two thighs, through tho upper part. Small quantity 
and a left leg, together with the content* of long greyish hair on the front of the 
of two boxes containing various article- cheat. Some stained daik greyish hair on 
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the back. Periosteum removed from the 
front part of several ribs. Botb arms sev- 
ered in a very irregular and unscientific 
manner. Pehic portion consisted of the 
bones of the pelvis, tiro of the inferior lum- 
bar vertebrae, all the integuments, muscles, 
(to., and the pelvis viscera, generally — 
All the intestine remaining was about six 
inches of the rectum, through the anterior 
and external portion of which a section had 
been made, and the mucouB coat separated 
from it four or fivo inches, throughout the 
whole circumference, but not out off at the 
lower end. Both thighs severed from it in 
a very irregular manner. Integuments di- 
vided down to the pubis in the median line. 
On placing the pebric portion in apposition 
with the thoracic, the third and fourth lum- 
bar vertebrae corresponded precisely. — 
The spinous process of the third lumbar ver- 
tebrae, with a portion of the transverse 
processes of the same, were absent from 
the thoracic portion, but were found attach- 
ed to the fourth lumbar vertebra, which was 
on the pelvic portion. 

Right Thigh. Oil being placed in ap- 
position with the pelvic portion, the bono, 
flesh and skin corresponded perfectly. — 
Good muscular development with but little 
of fatty matter. Patella (knee-pan Jatlach- 
•d. Some ossification of the femoral ar- 
tery. 

Left Thigh. Had a string with loose 
ends, about two and a half feet long, tied 
around just above the cordyle. Patella 
attaohed. On being placed in apposition 
with the pelvis, the bones corresponded, 
but some portion of the skin and flesh ap- 
peared to have been removed, or contract- 
ad from artificial means on the anterior 
portion of the thigh, and somewhat on oth- 
er parts ; there were appearances apparent- 
ly of the action of fire or some caustic 
matter. 

Left Leg. Of natural appearance, fair 
cixo, and on being placed in apposition 
with the left thigh, the articulation corres- 
ponded. 

MEASUREMENTS. 


malleolus, IS 

Total, 61 

Deduct distance from bottom of pelvis 
to top of acetabulum, 3| 


Thoracic portion, length, 

“ “ below axil- 

la, circumference, 

Polvio portion, length, 

“ “ circumferonoe 

below crest of ilium, 

Both thighs, (of same length) 
“ “ circumference of 

largest part of each, 

Left leg, length to the outer 


INCHES. INCHES. 
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All the parts being placed in apposi- 
tion, the distanco from the seventh 
eerrical vertebra to the outer malle- 
olus, 57} 

Difference, j 

Circumference of largest part of left logl2t 
Right kidney, afterwards discovered, 
much contracted and discolored. 

Distance from sole of foot to the outer 
malleolus on another subject, 3 

Distance from top of head to sixth oer- 
rical vertebra, 10 

Total height, five feet ten and a half 
inches, or 70| 

These portions appeared to belong to a 
person of between 50 and 60 years of ago. 
The muscular system was well developed, 
and but very little adipose ( fatty) matter. 
The fragments of bones found in the ashea 
and cinders from the furnace in Dr. Web- 
ster’s laboratory, contained in one of the 
boxes, were, 1st. Fragments of a cranium, 
(bead) thirty or forty pieces. 2d. Frag- 
ments of a temporal bone. 3d. Coronoid 
portion of the lower jaw, probably that of 
an elderly person. 4th. A portion of tbe 
lower jaw, right side, containing a part of 
tbe dental canal. 5tb. A fragment of a 
first oerrical vertebra. 6th. The body of 
a eerrical vertebra. 7th. Fragment of a 
humerus. Ptli. Terminal phalena of a 
finger. 9th. Fragments of a tibra or leg 
bone. 10th. Fragments of metatarsal bones. 
1 1 th . Right os ealcis. (heel bone) 12th. 
Right astragalus. 13th. Several pieces 
of mineral teeth, corresponding to the 
mould made by Dr. N. 0- Keep for Dr. 
G. Parkman. Many fragments undeter- 
mined. 

1 knew Dr. Parkman and saw nothing 
in the appearance of the limbs and body 
submitted for examination dissimilar from 
wbat I should expect to find in the body of 
Dr. Parkman It bore no indication of be- 
ing a subject for dissection. The remains 
were doubtless one and the same body. A 
block of minoral teeth, about 2 inches long 
was handed to me, which 1 subsequently 
gave to Dr. Keep, a dentist. He after- 
wards returned them to ms. and I placed 
them ;a care of the Coroner. 
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Cross-examined by Mr. Sobier. X have 
been acquainted with Dr. Parkman about 
30 years If I had not been told Dr Park- 
man was missing, should not bare thought 
that it was his body. There were no pe- 
entiar marks about the body. We can get 
eery near to the height, of a body by com- 
parison, as in thiB instance ; I should think 
within half an inch. 

The opening in the chest I think was a 
atab. It bad been effected by some chem- 
ical agency. Tha aperture was on the left 
side. The flesh was Tery soft from the ac- 
tion of this chemical agency. Cannot tell 
whether the aperture or wound was made 
before or after death. Wo discovered no 
marks upon the ribs ; might say a person 
of similar frame would contain 2 gallons of 
blood ; Tory little blood is found in subjects 
for dissection ; ) saw the furnace ; cannot 
tell with any accuracy, how long it would 
take to consume by the action of fire the 
parts of the body missing. I think the 
remains were those of a man about 06 . 
years old; it might vary ten years. The; 
lower Kmbs showed great muscular devel- 
opment. 

By Mr. CLIFFORD. From tho wound 
in the side he would have bled internally , | 
into the cavity of the chest. 

Dr. J. VV. STONE. Signed the report 
with Drs. Lewis and Gay The remains 
exhibited an unusual quantity of hair on 
the back ; the lower litubs exhibited great 
muscular development ; on one side of the ; 
trunk the hair had apparently been burned ; 
we say ia the report that he was between 50 
and 60 years of age. 1 know Dr. Park- | 
man ; have known him five or six years. — 
Saw nothing iu the remains by which 1 
would suppose that it might not have been 
Dr. Parkman. The natural conclusion 
was, that the person who cut up the body 
knew something of anatomical science ; the 
breast bone was removed and the joints; 
separated as a surgeon would do it. The | 
body had no appearance of having been 
prepared for dissection. 

Cross-examined by Sobier. There was 
BO appoaranee of a stab when wo examined 
the body the first day. Tho next day 1 
heard there was such an appearance, but 1 
did not see it. There were marks of fire | 
upon some parts of the body. 

By Mr. Clifford. The membrane was 
perforated in some pieces between the ribs ; 
there was no mark of a knife on the ribs. 

Dr. GEORGE H. GAY. i am one of[ 
tbs physicians who signed the report. I 
agreo now with fts statements ; the manner 


in which the body wax separated exhibited 
some anatomical knowledge ; the separa* 
tion of the head from the trunk waa dona 
by sawing ; it is difficult to separate tit* 

| thigh from the bip ; in this instance, no 
proficient anatomical- knowledge waa dis- 
played, but a certain degree. I saw tha 
aperture in the side while an officer was 
moving the body ; had not noticed (t be* 
fore ; 1 examined it, and thought it waa 
made by a stick in the hands of the officer. 

Cross-examined by Sohier. i had tbs 
impression that the opening was made by a 
stiek with which the police officer was mov- 
ing tbo trunk ; 1 merely looked into the 
opening ; saw no indications that a knife 
bad been used. 

Dr. WOODBRIDGE STRONG. Thia 
witness was called as an anatomist and ex- 
amined in relation to the action of fire up- 
on human flesh. A pirate who had been 
hanged was given me to dissect, by the 
United States Marshal; he was a large 
man, with a good deal of fat j 1 kindled* 
large fire, and laid the flesh and muscles 
upon it ; 1 set up sll night, kept a roaring 
fire, but did not succeed in getting rid of 
tho flesh ; a large portion was left in the 
morning. It is a very difficult matter to 
burn flesh. Pitch pine is perhaps the best 
kind of fuel. 1 knew Dr. Parkman for 
some years. I saw him on the day on which 
he disappeared. X was at the Medical Col- 
lege on Tuesday following the finding of 
the remains ; it was about the middle of 
the day. I saw parts of a body lying on a 
table 1 saw the aperture and the lower 
part of the sixth rib in a direct line with it, 
saw distinctly a mark made by a knife ; the 
flesh at the opening had the appearance of 
having been cut when alive, aa the skin waa 
drawn back, and its appearance was entire- 
ly different from wbat it would be if made 
after death. I then thought the stab might 
have destroyed life. The interior parts of 
tbo trunk were unusually bloody ; the blood 
from such a wound would pass internally. 

1 observed the hair on the breast and other 
parts of tbo body ; the skin had sueb an 
appearanoe as age brings upon us ; I think 
the person must have been between 50 and 
60 ; slight ossification was also apparent, 
which is seldom seen under fifty ; the body 
in its narrow formation across the ebest 
and hips waa peculiar ; the trunk was un- 
usal for length, and these, together with tho 
color of the hair, made me think it was Dr. 
Parkman ’a body. There was nothing dis- 
similar to my ideas of Dt. Psrkman’i bod- 
ily formation. 
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Cross-examined by Merrick. I have manner of opening the body, that showed 
always taken a strong interest in the study somo knowledge of anatomy. In the sepa- 
of anatomy, and observe closely people ration of the thigh from the hip, there waa 
whom 1 meet. I pay great attention to no hacking, bat the operation appeared to 
observing the peculiarities of the human be ueatly done- 1 heard the testimony of 
form, in the street, and elsewhere. — of Drs. Stone and Gay in relation to 
It was Monday when I first called at the their examination of the remains and agree 
Medical College. I think the stove in the with them in their conclusions as to the age 
laboratory would have been muoli better to and person of the remains. 1 was acquaint- 
burn a human body tban the furnace, ijed with the late Dr. Park man ; discovered 
have burned human flesh in a common nothing in these remains dissimilar to what 
stove; by putting in too much flesh at a his remains should have been, 
time it will put the fire out. From the [The report of Dr. Jackson was now 
stab between the tlth and 7th ribs, the submitted to him, and certified to be his. 
blood would nearly all flow internally ; i Mr. Bernis now read this report. Tbe re- 
death would ensue very soon. Cannot cx- port states in detail the results of the ex- 
actly tell the quantity of blood iu a man of animation, fonnd stains apparently of blood 
Dr. Parknmn’s age and figure. on chips, sundry bones mentioned, blocks 

Dr. K. S. AINSWORTH. I am dent- of teeth, a shirt button, masses of metal 
onstrator of Anatomy at tbe Medical Col- and lead, supposed to be from a tea chest, 
lege. Every subject brought to the Col- In the metal thirty grains of gold were 
lege must pass through my hands before found. J 

being given to tbe students. L keep a Examination resumed. Since iny inter - 
record of all subjects brought to the Col- view with Dr. Gay, at that time, I hax • 
lego, and those disposed of. On learning been instructed by tbe polioe to take po 
the fact that parts of a human body bad session of the articles left with Dr. Gay.- 
been found, 1 referred to my record and Took the bloodvessels which 1 gave to Dj 
found no additional entry had been made, — Gay, and delivered them to Dr. Crosby, 

X examined the remains found in the vault chemist, for examination. Found that pot 
of the privy, aud was satisfied that it hud ash had been applied to tbe remains ; its 
never been brought to me, or to the Col- effect is to soften, to dissolve. Jf desirous 
lege for dissection. Subjects are always of decomposing a body, 1 should dissolve 
prepared for dissection by injecting into the potash and boil tbe body in it, prccisc- 
tbe arteries prepared fluid. 1 examined ly as I should make soap. If the body was 
the body found, with reference to ascer- .cut up in small pieces and dissolved in pot- 
tainiug if it had been so prepared, and' ash, it might be dissolved in a few hours, 
found it not to be the case. Prof. Webster , L should think it would require one half of 
has no necessary or official intercourse with the weight of the body in potash to dissolve 
the Anatomical Society. My impression the body. 

Kras that the person who cut up the re- I went over Dr. Webster’s laboratory.— 
mains had no knowledge of the science of 1'ho largest vessel 1 saw there, not at that 
Anatomy. lie may have seen a body cut time, however, was a tin boiler, such as is 
up, but 1 do not think he could ever have used in washing clothes, from a foot to fif- 
t&keu the knife in his. own hand. teen inches square. Tbe vessel was not 

) The breast bone was cut out in the only large enough to pul in the body without 
way in which it could have been doue with cutting it up. The next best article for 
a knife. There is a joint connecting the dissolving the body is nitric acid. To die- 
collar bone with the breast bone. solve the body, bones and all, would re- 

Drw CHARLES T. JACKSON. I am quire of this acid about the weight of the 
a chemist by profession. 1 was called to body. The dissolution would take place 
the Me&cal College on Saturday afternoon more rapidly at a boiling heat than at any 
isl* lb-11), and met Dr. Martin Gay other heat. This operation would require 
and Dr. Lewis. To Dr. Gay and myedl a vessel of porcelain or glass. There was 
were assigned the remains for chemical ex- ( no vessel of this kind in the laboratory large 
animation ; the contents of a small assay enough to dissolve any considerable quanti- 
luruacu were also submitted to us for ex- ty of matter by this method, 
amination. I did examine the remain! In my examination I found several bot~ 
found, but did not think they had been ties containing five or six pounds each of 
used for anatomical purposes. There was this acid ; in these bottles were nitric acid 
something about them, particularly the ’and also muriatic acid. There were not 
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over ten pounds of nitric acid. On the side whiting, apparently put on for cleaning jt, 
wall of the staircase leading from the lee- It was scraped oil and I carried it home, but 
tore room to the laboratory, there were did not prove to bo of any consequence. — 
drops of a green liquid, and dark status oti The whiting was not then dry, was about a* 
the staircase, 1 sent to my laboratory soft as putty. 1 did not take much notice 
and got gome filtering paper to absorb of tlic handle of the knife, 
this fluid. Dr. Gay took the paper, ab- i have noticed the height of Dr. Park- 
sorbed the fluid upon it, and carried it away, man ; it was about that of my own, which 
Since then I have examined that paper ; 1 is some five feet eleven inches. On the 


find that fluid is nitrate of copper. These 
spots were very abundant along the tide 
wail down the staircase. At that time 
these spots wore fluids ; they have since 
dried up These spots on the wall appear- 
ed to coincide with the dark staios on the 
staircase. They were more abundant tow- 
ards die bottom of the stairs. It had the 
appearance of having been spilt on each 
stair successively, and not to have run 
down the stairs. 


supposition that flesh had bean consumed 
in the furnace mentioned, the draught, 
which was strong, would have been suffi- 
cient to carry off the odor. 1 did not ex- 
tract from the cinders all the gold which 
was contained in them — only the coarse 
portions. Thera was about a half a peck 
of ashes, and two quarts of cinders and 
coal. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sohier I as- 
certained myself that the fluid on the wall 


The nitrate of copper will remain a fluid was nitrate of copper. Should not have 
a long time, from its attraction of moisture, supposed the remains found, from the ap- 
Tbe taste of this article is very stringent, pearance alone, to be those of Dr. Park- 
of a coppery character. 1 was requested mau. The hair found on the remains was 
by the government to examine the effect of ringed, having the peculiar appearance of 
nitrate of copper upon the human blood. 1 the acting of potash. On the left side of 
referred the matter to Dr. Wyman for mic- the thorax, back, aud the two ends was 
roscopio examination. 1 was present on found potash. Should think cut np in 
Sunday when the pantaloons wero found small pieces, in a suitable vessel, nitric 
which had the appearance of blood upon acid would dissolve a body, bones and all, 
them ; from these and from a pair of slip- in half u day. The boiler 1 saw bad noth- 
pers, pieoa* wore cut off by Dr. Wyman ing in it. The green fluid on the wall 
for microscopic examination. The micro- might have been there two weeks. The 
scope is the host test of human blood. — white substance on the knife, 1 supposed to 
Sundry pieces of copper wore fouod in the bavo been whiting used for cleaning the 
ash-pit which had nitrate of copper upon same. The coal used in the furnace was 
thorn. These pieces which Dr. Jackson anthracite. 1 saw part of the gold taken 
bad in his possession were now exhibited to from the ashes. The parts of tho thorax 
the jury, iti handing them around ho said examined, did not appear to have been long 
the nitrate of copper was still adhering to subjected to the potash A few minutes, 
.them. The pearl shirt button fouod in the) by tho action of the potash and Are, would 
furnace was given to Dr. Gay, but had not have produced the appearance exhibited, 
been examined by me sinec. The quanti- The timo could not be ascertained cxaetly, 
ty of gold found in the furnace weighed in The green spots were taken from the sides 
all about 173 grains, sixty-five hundredths, of the stairs. 

On haing shown several teeth, believes the By the Government. Trying tho exper- 
gold ia them to be like tk« gold in the fur- iinent of nitrate of copper on a piece of 
naca. Tho value of the gold found was six pine, shows the same brown stain found on 
dollars ninety-four nents. Saw sorno of the stairs. This piece of pine was oxhibit- 
th» gold taken from t he furnace ; appear- o din court. Pieces of charcoal were tound 
once indicated heat of a high temperature, in the ashen of the furnace. 

Have known the defendant for some time, K1CHAKD CROSSL1’. 1 am a prac- 
and have been associated with him in oheta- ticai chemist, au assistant in the laboratory 
jeal experiments. Have seen a knife now of Dr. Charles T. Jacksen ; have made that 
exhibited before ; think I have seen it at a business for several years. Have made 
the laboratory of Dr. Webster at the old some experiments on the blood vessels 
Modkal College in Mason street. The which were in possession of Dr. Gay. Tho 
College was removed in 1846. The knife usual injections in such vessels in subjects 
was shown mo at the Medical College io for dissection, arc arsenic acid and chloride 
Grove street : found on it a little oil and of tine. On examination of these blood 
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vessels did not detect either of these solu- 
tions. 

Dr. NATHAN C. KEEP. 1 am a sur- 
geon dentist ; bare been in practice as such 
near thirty yoara. 1 am a neighbor of Dr. 
Lewis. Have had occasion to pay atten- 
tion to both natural and artificial teeth. — 
Knew Dr. George Psrkman first, when a 
student with Dr. Randall. As early as in 
1823, was employed as a family dentist by 
him, and have continued to act in that ca- 
pacity. 1 have been shown a block of min- 
eral teeth. Recognized tho teeth shown 
me, as some made by me for Dr. Parkman 
in 1840. The teeth now shown to me are 
the same ; am able to recognize them from 
the pccnliarity of Dr. Parkman ’s mouth, 
in the relation of the upper and lower jaw. 
The impression left on my mind on first 
examining it is very distinct ; I remember 
the peculiarities with great exactness. He 
first asked me how long it would take to 
taakc these teeth ; on letting him know how 
long, I asked him why he wished to know. 
He said the Medical College was to be 
opened ia a few days from the time, when 
he expected to be called upon to speak. — 
He did not wish to order them unless he 
could have them at the time. He wished 
them to bo made with as much skill as 
could be used. I began upon them imme- 
diately. Gave much time to the subject. 
Saw him frequently while it was in pro- 
gress, and from these circumstances am 
enabled to remember the matter more dis- 
tinctly than otherwise. The first step in 
tho business was to take a fac-simile of each 
jaw. This was done with wax [The plas- 
ter cast of the lower jaw of Dr. Parkman 
was here exhibited by Dr. Keep ] 

There were at the time four natural teeth 
and three roots or stumps of teeth. [Dr. 
Keep here stated with great minuteness tho 
method of taking the cast, of making the 
block of teeth, and exhibited the metallic 
plate, or die, which was put into the mouth 
of Dr. Parkman to ascertain whether it 
was exact or not before making the teeth. 
The pattern plate of the upper jaw was 
also exhibited ] The two casts now be- 
fore me, show both the two jaws separately, 
and the jaws in their relative position — • 
The great irregularity of the lower jaw re- 
quired a peculiar arrangement to make 
the teeth fit with exactness. In this case 
of Dr. Parkman, the upper teeth were in 
three blocks. The lower teeth wore also in 
three blocks, but not made whole in con- 
sequence of the natural teeth wbieh re- 
main*d The largest block wis on the 


I 
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back of the left 6ide of the jsw, the next 
largest was on the opposite side. An in- 
jury to one of the teeth required me to la- 
bor most of the time on the night before 
the Medical College was opened. The 
teeth were finally finished .30 minutes be- 
fore the time for tho opening of the Col- 
lege. 

When I next saw the Doctor, he said be 
had not room for his tongue. To obviate 
that difficulty, 1 ground the side of the low- 
er jaw next the tongue, to giro more 
room. The grinding at the time was not 
accomplished with much ease. This grind- 
ing removed the pink color of the plate, t 
portion of the enamel, and injured the 
beauty of the teeth. Being ground on n 
very small wheel, the shape was peculiar. 

1 saw Dr. Parkman occaaionally after that, 
in relation to his teeth. About two weeks 
before his disappearance he called on mo, 
having broken a spring to his teeth. This 
was about 10 o’clock at night. 1 bad re- 
tired early, from being unwell. To attend 
to him, 1 arose and examined his teeth 
thoroughly, and mended the spring. This 
was my last professional intercourse with 
him. The day before bis disappearance 
he called on me between 1 and 2 o’clock, 
to mako inquiries concerning a servant who 
had lived with me. 1 went to Longmead- 
ow to pass Thanksgiving, and returned on 
the Monday following. Was told that Dr. 
Lewis wanted to see me. At that time Dr. 
Lewis presented to me the portions of min- 
eral teeth now in my hands, saying he waa 
requested to bring them to me for exami- 
nation. On looking at them, 1 recognised 
them as portions of tbe same teeth 1 made 
for Dr. Parkman. The most perfect por- 
tion remaining was the block belonging to* 
the left side of the lower jaw. The shape 
and outlines of them were recognised as 
the same which I remembered as working 
on so long. Several of tbe other portions 
were very much injured by exposure to fire. 

I looked for the model from which those 
teeth were made. On comparing the left 
lower block with the model, the reecmblanoe 
was very striking. [Tbe witness appeared 
much affected at this point of the testimo- 
ny. He then went on to point ont the po- 
sitions of the several teeth in his bands, to 
tho different blocks, and described some of 
the injuries done to them.] 

Among the remains were found fivo 
portions of blocks, tbe places of which 
were identified by me, and one piece whioh 
was not identified. [Tbs moulds and teath 
were now exhibited to the jury and the court 
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and the points of resemblance, with the Dr. Keep grind the teeth of Dr. Parkman. 
places where the teeth belonged were point- They were ground after they had been used, 
ed out.] Among the portions of the mine- I aee as good reason to believe these are 
ral teeth are found some minute portions of the teeth made for Dr. Parkman, aa I hare 
gold. The gold found is what is called of any fact. I have not the slightest doubt 
cancellated. The last time the doctor they are the same teeth. The promptness 
called upon me, i saw his teeth as he eon- required of us in making the teeth, which 
versed. The presumption is, from the ap- 1 w&a characteristic of Dr. Parkman, fixes 

pearance of the teeth, that when burnt, the fact of making them, in my mind. 

they were in the head, or muffled. If The occasion was that of the opening of the 
thrown into the fire without bciog muffled, Medical College. Delay was occasioned 
they would have been exploded into a mul- by the spoiling of one of tbs blocks, which 
titude of pieces, especially after the teeth required me to work nearly all night.— 
had been warm. With these teeth were They were done just in time tor the Doo- 
found portions of the jaw. My assistant in tor to use them at the College. [ went to 
making these :• eth was Mr. Noble, now at- the College and sat where 1 could see how 
tending his studies in the Baltimore college, the teeth operated while the Doctor was 
Cross-examined by Mr. Soliier. The speaking, 
particular oircumstanccs of making these I have an impression the opening of the 
teeth have seldom been out of my mind ; Medical College was in the early part of 
whenever I saw Dr. Parkman 1 thought of November, lb-lfl. The time required for 
them. I do not tbiuk I have taken any the work of making the teeth, was a num- 
pains to recollect the matter. Tho first her of days. I have put blocks of teeth in* 
thing 1 thought of when seeing the teeth to the fire to try them, and have never 
brought to me by Dr. Lewis, was that they found any but what were cracked by the 
were those I made for Dr. Parkman. The operation. The teeth may be gradually 
name ot Dr. F. ou the mould was put on heated and cooled without injury. I coia- 
at the time of making them. The mould cide with Dr. Keep in what be says in re- 
was preserved iu case of necessity for fu- lation to the action uf fire and water upon 
tore use. Dr. P. had previously had a them. At some period subsequent to the 
smaller block of teeth. '1 his was just pre- finishing of the teeth, Dr. Parkman came 
rious to his going to Kuropc. Dr. Park- to the office with two of his teeth bent to- 
man had no single or separate teeth to wear gelber by some means. They were re- 
after the block made fur him. paired by me. 

In auswor ton question by the Govern- Dr. JEFFRIES WYMAN. I am Pro- 
ment, the witness point ed out where the fessor of Anatomy in Harvard College ; 
natural teeth remaining in the jaws were sit- have been a teacher of Anatomy for the 
Uated. One of the roots of the natural last eight years. 1 first went to tho Med- 
toeth adhering to the block uf mineral teeth ical College in relation to the subject of 
was broken off while before the Grand Ju- remains found, ou Saturday, Deo. 2. My 
ry. When handed to me by Dr. Lewis, attention was called particularly to the 
there were three blocks together- two back bones found in the furnace. 1 made the 
blocks and one upper ; one of them baa first catalogue of the bones, which is con- 
sume been separated from the others. taiaed in the report made before the Coro* 

Dr. LESTER . NOlJLE 1 was former- ner’s Inquest. Tho box now before ms 
ly an assistant of Dr. Keep. I recollect contains the bones there found. On enter- 
working upon teeth fur Dr. Parkman in the ing the room 1 saw tho remains in tho poe- 
Autumn of 1S40. The writing of the name session of Drs. Lewis and Gay. The dia- 
ofDr. Parkman on tlm mould spoken of, is gram before me, exhibits tho bones. [This 
in my hand, dated October 1846. The diagram was exhibited to the jury.] The 
teeth were Cist exhibited to me in their portions of remains did not appear to have 
present condition iu the presence of the been those of a subject for dissection. The 
Attorney General and the City Marshal. — appearance of them indicated a knowledge 
I remember the teeth from their general of anatomy by the person who dissected tbs 
shapo and configuration They struck me remains j this was shown in several partio- 
at first sight as being tboso made for Dr. ulars. My attention was not attracted to 
Parkman. In looking at them carefully I , the manner of eeparating the head fro m 
saw several peculiarities in making and the trunk. 1 coincide with other medical 

putting the ru together, particularly their genllomoo in relation to the parts found 

appearance of having been ground l saw I should judge the person to whom tier be- 
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longed, must liavn boon somo ono past the 
middle poriod of life. On turning tho 
trunk over my attention was arrested by 
the ijuantity of hair on the buck— more 
than I had ever observed on any body be- 
fore. The hair was about the middle of 
the back, on each side of the spine. 

On tho supposition that a blow had been 
inflicted between the sixth and seventh 
ribs, the flow of blood outwardly would 
have depended on the depth of the stab. — 
In caso of tho effusion of the blood outward- 
ly there would have been no difficulty in 
removing the blood. Post mortem exami- 
nations may bo made on bods without the 
effusion of any blood npon the bed. Cer- 
tain spots on the stairway near tho bottom, 
were called to my attention, which proved 
to be tobacco spittle. [The places of these 
spots were pointed out on the model.] The 
spots higher np on the stairs, 1 did not as- 
certain with any certainty. Theso wen- 
said to be nitrate of copper. I did make 
an experiment on human blood with nitrate 
of copper, at the suggestion of Dr, Jackson. 
The aotion of it was not immediate, but in 
the course of a few hours the character of 
the blood was destroyed, so far as it could 
bo seen by the microscope. Besides this j 
method of destroying blood, there is a 
chemical means. There was no object on 
the building on which blood could be ro- 
oognixed. There was brought to me a pair 
of slippers and a pair of pantaloons on 
whieh tbero was supposed to be blood. — 
[Those slippers wore exhibited to the jury.] j 
1 satisfied myself that the spots on them 
were blood. [Tho pantaloons found on 
the premises were also exhibited to the ju- { 
ry.] Thcae pantaloons are marked with 
the name of Dr. Webster. From micro- 
scopio examination, I was satisfied that the 
spots on them were causod by blood. Tbo 
blood did not appear to have dropped from 
any great height, not so much as three feet. 
T'he spots are on the left leg, inside, near 
the bottom. The slippers are spotted on 
tho right side. My reason for believing 
the blood did not fall far is that it did not 
trickle down. 

From tho appearance of the portion of j 
ono of tho jaws, I made a diagram showing 
the absence of somo of the teeth. This 
was before I saw the model of Dr. Keep. — j 
The diagram made corresponds generally 
with that model. The three grinder teeth 
on the right side in the jaw exhibited, bad . 
been gone so Ion" that the parts whieh sup- 
ported them had also disappeared. The 
bunco indicated the throwing forward of the 


chin. The remaining fragments of bond, 
aside from the head, were two pieces of the 
vertebras of the neck, some of the arms 
and hands, and portions of the right leg 
below the knee, tho instep and the toe ; 
have no donbt of the identity of those be- 
longing to the right leg. This portion of 
the right leg was tho portion which waa 
missing’ from the other portions of tho re- 
mains fonnd elsewhere. In all the 
mentd there were no duplicates. These 
hones all belong to missing portions of the 
body. I examined the bones of the teeth 
with reft renee to the effect of beat upon 
them. The difference of fracture in such 
cases has reference to circumstances. If 
while in the fire the animal matter adhered 
to them, the fraoturc would be more in tho 
nature of splintering than crumbling. 

Cross-examined. From the experiment 
I made, I should consider nitrate of copper 
effectual in removing stains of blood. Wa- 
ter would answer as well except where the 
blood is grained into tho wood. 1 should 
suppose muriatic acid abetter method. It 
is usually estimated by physiologists that 
the quantity of blood in a human body is 
about one-fifth of the whole weight of the 
body. Generally there are about twenty- 
five pounds, which is about the some num- 
ber of piuts. The only spots of blood 
found, were those 1 have mentioned on the 
pantaloons and slippers. The floor of the 
laboratory was taken up to see if any blood 
could be found, but without success. The 
floor was of brick. I examined the thorax ; 
saw a hole between the sixth and seventh 
ribs ; my own impression is that it was not 
made by a knife. The cutting up of the 
body indicated knowledge sufficient to show 
where to separate tho different parts. If 
blood had fallen from a height of three feet 
vertically, it would trickle down, giving the 
mark that of an oblong figure. After 
twenty-four hours, blood usually assumes a 
darker tint, after which it does not change. 

I could not tell how long the spots might 
have been on tho pantaloons. 

In answer to Mr. Sohier, Dr. Wyman 
said that with the microscope he could not 
distinguish the blood of a human body from 
that of an ox. 

Dr. OLIVER W. HOLMES. I am a 
Professor io ihe Medical College. I remem- 
ber seeing Dr. Parkman on the occasion of 
of the opening of the Medical Collego. I re- 
member his teeth at tho time. 'They were 
very long and white. Dr. Webster lectures 
four times a week in the collego, on the sub- 
ject of chemistry. His room and laboratory 


60 


Google 


LEGAL DEPARTMENT. 


141 


form a portion distinct from the rest of the j 
establishment. I hare never known Dr. J 
Webster to have subjects for dissection.— 
Prof Webster’s lectures are from 12 to l : j 
mv own from 1 to 2. I saw portions of the j 
remains found at the college, at the timet 
they were found ; 1 examined them, not as | 
an expert. They exhibited marks of a 
knowledge of anatomy in the person wh* 
cut them np. I oan confirm ihe tr^neral 
statement which bos been made, that there 
was no botching of the business. 

I took notice of discolorations on the re- 
mains, which 1 at first might have supposed 
to be from heat, but which I was told 
was from the action of caustics ; noticed 
the hair on the portions of the body. — 
Knew Dr. Parkin an well ; did not see any 
thing in these remains which would lead 
one to suppose they were cot those of Dr. 
Parkraan. lu the case of slabs, the out- 
ward effusion of blood would depend on 
circumstances. In a stab between th 
sixth and seventh ribs, tboro would not ne- 
cessarily be much outward effusion of | 
blood. My lecture commenced on the day 
on which Dr. Parkman disappeared. My 
room is directly over that of Dr, Webster. 

1 never was disturbed in mv room by any 
noise from Dr. Webster’s. Yhe rooms arc 
high ; they have been occupied three years, 
in all which time there have been regular 
chemical courses. 

Cross-examined. In the case supposed, 
of stabbing, if the knife went up it would 
strike iuto the heart; if down, death would 
not probably bo instautaucous. If the 
knife went up, there would probably be 
bleeding internally much, externally some ; 
more outwardly in this case than if the 
knife went in any other direction. When 
1 have been in the Demonstrator’s room, on 1 
the same floor with that of Dr. Webster’s; 
room,! have heard applause in the room of 
the latter. In the ease of hair, already men-] 
tioned, 1 cannot say that it was singed ; I 
was ready to belie vo tl?; appearance of it,’ 
might have been caused by potash; I smelt' 
no odor from the remains. 

By the Government A mortal blow on 
the head might be given without any effu- 
sion of blood. 

WM. D. BATON. 1 am a Police offi- 
cer, and had something to do with the find- 
ing of tho remains. I was present when 
the thorax was taken from the tea chest. — 
I had been searching the building with 
Mr. Fuller. After the body was turned 
over, and taken oat of the chest, I discov- 
ered r» small hole in the side, which I im- 


mediately spoke about The hole appear- 
ed a a though it might have been made by 
the knife found, and I made a remark to 
that effect to Mr. Fuller, i put my finzer 
on the wound ; believe it was on the loft 
side. I saw the Wound as soon as I brush- 
ed the tan off. 1 did not put ray finger in 
the wound, as Mr. Fuller said it bad bettor 
not be touched until the Doctor saw it — 
There were some half dozen persons pres- 
ent — Fuller, Heath, Butman, £purr and 
Rice. I did not know anything particular 
was in tho box until it was turned over. I 
turned away, leaving Mr Fuller to take out 
the rest, when it was turned over, and the 
discovery was made. I saw some one turn 
over the body before 1 took bold of It. 

Defence. 

Dr. WINSLOW LEWIS, Jr., recalled. 
I have been acquainted with Prof. Webstor 
for about thirty years. While at tho old 
Medical College I recollect of going to his 
rooms when 1 could not get admission. — 
The cut in the body found in the tea chest 
was an)’ thing but a clean cut ; could not 
prove that it must have been made before 
*leath. I finish 'd my examination of the 
remains on Sunday ; I do not recollect that 
Dr. Strong was present. Tho appearance 
of the lower limbs was that of being soaked 
in water. 1 could not tell whether a bone 
was fractured before or after it Was cal- 
cined. 

Cross-examined. I do nort regard my 
opinion in relation to tho calcination of 
hones so highly as that of Dr. Wyman. — 
There would be less likely to be a clean 
cut after death. 

Dr. GAY. We finished our examina- 
tion on Sunday. ! saw Dr. Strong on 
Monday. The cut might have been inflict- 
ed before or after death. The limbs look- 
ed as though they had been macerated. 

Dr. HOLMES. There arc two author- 
ities in relation to the quantity of blood in 
the human system ; one says about 27 
pounds in weight, the other about 34 
pounds ; the last would measure about 17 
quarts. The fracture of a bone after cal- 
cination depends much on the d-»groe of 
calcination. I have broken bones of a dif- 
ferent di gree of calcination. 

Cross-examined. I should not defer mj 
opinion in respect to calcinatiou of bone* 
to that of Dr. Wyman ; the matter is that 
of a simple medical fact, easily determined. 
1 examined several specimens of calcined 
bone, and could not tell which were frac- 
tured during life un r l which afterward?. I 
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did not say any man's opinion was as good [Certain teeth were now exhibited to the 
as anothor's. I simply gave my own opin- witness.] 

ion of tny own opinion. | I do not see any marks about these teeth 

Prof. EBEN. N. HORSFORD. 1 am j by which they might be identified. I should 
an instructor in the Lawrence Scientific j think I could see marks of grinding on tba 
School ; gave instruction at the Medical inside of these teeth. The grinding of 
College in Chemistry since Dr. VVebster’s teeth to make room for the tongue is no 
arrest. 1 have nitrate of copper in my unusual thing. I have used platinum pins; 
laboratory and have seen it in other labo- it is the usual.'mode of fastening teeth which 
ratories ; there are occasions for its use in ^ are made in blocks. The holes for the pins 
laboratories ; it is used in organic analysis; are drilled in the middle of the teeth; 
either in the analysis of plants or of animal there are rules laid down by authorities as 
substances. It is not the best article for , to the place where the springs should bo 
uso in the removal of blood. 1 have made i fixed. The jaw I have in my hand does not 
experiments with nitric acid upon beef flesh show an unusual degree of absorption ; 1 
and bones. In the course of five hours and , oould go to a refuse lot of teeth in my pos* 
twenty minutes it had dissolved and the i session and find those which would fit in the 
liquid was clear. I bavo dissolved human jaw before me. 1 have a block in my hand 
muscle, but novor human bones ; it would which fits exactly to the right side, as ac- 
dissolvc in less time than beef. 1 hare oc- curatcly as I could make a block for if. 
caaion to use blood not nnfrequenily in [A quantity of teeth were now brought 
laboratories. 1 have not had occasion to into court, which the witness fitted into the 
use gases from anatomical vaults ; know jaw before him, and exhibited to the jury.] 
that such gases are generated, and arc sub- The eye teeth and the bicuspeds are 
jects of examination. After going to Proi. generally the most durable. In looking 
Webster’s laboratory, I sent out to bis at the government models I sec nothing pe- 
house some clothing, consisting ot two culiar in tho projection of the lower jaw. — 
pairs of pantaloons, one or two coats, a 1 will answer the quostion by the exhibi- 
pur of overalls, and a cap. I examined tion of four or five models which 1 have 
the overalls but cursorily at the time. 1 here ; one of them projects more than that 
have since examined them olosoly. There in Court. 1 never heard a dentist remark 
was no blood found upon them. As far as that such a projection was an unusual thing. 

1 could see, they were in the same stalo Looking at the block before me, I see 
when last examined as they were at first. nothing which should preclude the idea 
Cross-examined. I found these things that thu tccth werc war P ed into their place 
in the private room of Dr. Webster. The make tliCm fit “ wcl1 “ warped out of 
policemen had had them fora pillow; >*■ . 

1 found nitric acid in the laboratory, about Cross-examined. I knew Dr. Parkman 
15 or 1G pounds. 1 should not think that when alive. In answering the question 
to decompose human flesh and bones rapid- a *J°ut a peculiar jaw, I should not know 
]y, it would require more than the weight what ca . ft peculiar jaw, for I never saw 
of the body in nitrio acid. It would be two jaws alike ; all jaws resemble each oth- 
best done with an iron vessel lined with in particular points ; I do not think that 
porcelain. No offensive gas would come P r - ,?!j t,n , a ” 8 lf ws w , crc E*®. **? > .* ka, [ e 
from the decomposition of human flesh ; the had difficulties here in distinguishing his 
offensive smell would be from the nitric ) aw ’ 1 r01n ’“ at °* “ ie models of others. I 
acid in tho laboratory. Pure nitrate ofi could mention the jaws of others in the 
copper would operate slowly. In the ex- community which project as much as his 
periment I made, I used in weight more d 'd ; should not be at liberty to mention 
nitrio acid than flesh and bone. names. I should not be able to identify 

these teeth as those of Dr. Keep, although 
1 know his work ; could not tell all the 
teeth made by me. Tooth made for one 
man would answer for another if fitted to 
his mouth ; I never saw a set of teeth 
made for ono man that would not answer 
for another. In relation to the jaw I bavo 
here, its absorption is as great as that of 
Dr. l’arkman’s ; it is that of a person 
about fifty- five years old. 


By the Attorney General. I do not 
think that nitric acid would have any effect! 
upon mineral teeth. I have never tried ; 
any experiments of that kind. 

VVM. T. G. MORTON. I have prac- 
ticed dentistry about eight years, i usual- 
ly manufacture my own mineral teeth. 1 
have seen Dr. Keep’s work ; was instruct- 
ed in his method of making tccth. I 
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By Mr. Sohier. Blocks of teeth sepa- 1 down to the point which represents the gum. 
rate and distinct might fit two mouths, but The characteristics of the modelling of the 
on a plate would not. I teeth are tho peculiarity upon the left side, 

By the Attorney General. If I were to and the absorption of bone at one point, 
take an impression of a jaw, and there [Objections were here raised against al- 
wore any particular marks about it, 1 should lowing the examination on this point to go 
be able to remember the jaw, if not too on. The Court ruled that it was not corn- 
long afterwards. I never had any cases of potent to go into the general quostion of the 
such peculiarities as to remember thorn any construction and identity of teeth, but to 
great length of time afterwards. I think I somo extent the examination might proceed, 
never saw two jaws in which the degree of, ns an expert.] 


absorption and the shape were the same. 
Dr. J. W. STONE recaUed. I exam- 


Under the circumstances in which these 
teeth were made, had they been my own, I 


ined the hole in the thorax ; it was not a think 1 should have no difficulty in idon- 
dean cut; the examination was finished on tifying them. [Tho witness here stated to 
Snnday, Dec. 2. There would be no diffi- tho Court that while turning the tooth over 
culty in making a clean cut after death. — iu his hand, ono portion had broken off 
While a student I paid particular attention from another.] I think thero can bo no 
to dissections. There would be no more difficulty in identifying the teeth, 
difficulty in making a clean cut than a Cross-examined. Taking the block alone, 
butcher would hare in cutting up a piece without the model, 1 should think there 
of beef. would be no difficulty in identifying them ; 

Dr. DANIEL HARWOOD. I am a they could be identified by the workmanship 
dentist in this city, and have practiced as and the extraordinary degree of absorption, 
such since 1829, with the exception of a The manner of Dr. Keep in sawing down 
few years. I have always been very busily; teeth is peculiar; among all the teeth I 

occupied in my practice. I was one of the ! h a70 seen, I do not remember to have ever 
first who engaged in the manufacture of seen any where tho degree of absorption is 
mineral teeth. In such teeth there *ro g 0 

marks or characteristics by whioh dontistsl D r. JOSHUA TUCKER. Iamadcn- 
may know them own ; they would bo as U* in thu city . j hsve aIso received a 
likely to know their labor as fully as & medioal education ; I have been engaged in 
sculptor would know his own works, or a denti8try for twe nty-ono years. I have 
merchant his own hand writing. I mean at ' work m lf all the tim0 . j mttnu . 
th.s m a general sense, of large oases or faotura ^ of t ' eth a9 weU a8 single 
blocks of teeth. In smglo teeth there, w ; tncs9 was here asked if on looking 


might bo exceptions, but in blocks 
would not bo likely to bo mistaken. 


at the teeth before him, and other models, 
'whether he could obtain from them means 


his teeth are not marked as that of some 
others. When 
of several dentists, 
work of the different dentists. 

[The tooth in Court wore now submitted 
to the witness.] . 

These teeth are covered with foreign 
substances ; 1 judge from appearance that 


I could not positively »yl could not t«ell f identification.] All of the blocks except 
Dr. Keep's work, but should think I might, ona are so disfig J ared I 8 hould not wish to 
lot marked as that of givo an opinion! Tho left lower block has 
1 1 see patients with the teeth njeang 0 f identification, as strong as the fea- 
tsts, I can tell generally the tares Q f a man > s f aco W ould be on canvas, 
after a week’s labor by an artist. 

Cross-examined. If a man is sure of the 
| model, he would be sure of tho teeth. 

__ Dr. WILLARD W. CODMAN. lam 

Dr. Keep’s' teeth arc" almost enUrcly destT- j R dentist ; I have been in the praotice about 
tote of pipe oUy. The principal ingredi- 8lxtee “ J ea ' 8 ’ extensive y ; 1 have 

entsin mineral teeth are auarU andfeld manufactured mineral teeth. ^ [Looking at 
spar; tho composition of his teeth as well the teeth before him,] I think these teeth 
as those of Dr. Elagg of this city and Dr. do furulsl1 sufficient means of identification. 
Kelly of Newburyport are much alike ; I ! By the Court. I think tho maker of 
am pretty confident these are teeth of the them under the present circumstances, 
composition of Dr. Keep ; tho style of mak- could identify them, 
ing is his ; I know tho style by seeing it at Cross-examined. I think there is a 
his placo and in the mouths of his patients; strong probability that the maker of them 
his style of making teeth — I do not say his could identify them ; but not so well as he 
alone — is that the teeth are not separated could, if they had not been in the fire. 
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A<tdre«s of the Prisoner. | speak of his hrothor as having labored on- 
Upon the conclusion of the argument of der an aberration of mind. Ho also asked 
the Attorney General, Judge Shaw said to him about the lettuce hi* brother bought, 
the prisoner that ho could then have an and whether ho had brought it into college 
opportunity of addressing the jury if he j with him, and asked whether it was a com- 
ma desirous of saying any thing that had mon man with whom he was seon going 
not been said by his counsel. lover the bridge. 

Dr. Webster then arose and said that: In relation to the nitrate of copper, he 

various circumstances had combined to would say that ho had occasion to use it in 
weave a net work which had by perversion his laboratory for the purpose of making 
been used against him. In nine-tenths of nitrons oxyda gas to be used in his lectures, 
these cases, if he was allowed lime he could J The fact t)l3t he ] n j been ealm had a j 30 
givo the most satisfactory explanations of j b oen against him. His counsel bad 

the circumstances. In some of them advised him to that course, and he had 
had put the evidence of solving them at the j t ru9 te<l to God and his conscience for rcli- 
disposal of his counsel, but they had not| ance j n t ^ ls ca5e 

seen fit to use it, and by their advice 1 1 is: , r , , n i i « 

“7 , , . J i The money to pay Dr. Parkman had 

hps had been e . . , !been hoardod in the same little trunk that 

it had been stated, for mstance, that the,,^ Wn kon #f but be conld t 

letter to bis daughter produced in Court Jnee ^ to that he took the 

waa the firat written to his family ; th„ | ff om the tru £ k . 

was not so, for several had been written. J . , ,, 

previous to this. While in jail he recol-j In „ r ‘S" d , ,0 , b,s ^ratory, ho would 
lected seeing it stated in one of the public “J tbatb ® bad formerly been in the prac 
prints that about the time of his arrest he ‘ lce .° f blowing students to visit it at times, 
purchased a quantity of oxalic acid . This but *" conseemence of Aeir having broken 
reminded him of a circumstance which oo- raan y things ho had locked his door, 
eurred before bis arrest, aud whjch was the Ho could prove that ho never was ab- 
occation of a sentence which had been read sent from his house a whole evening during 
from that letter. Mrs. Webster had asked the week of the disappearance, except on 
him to procure some nitric acid. Ho had Wednesday. On that evening he came to 
forgotten it on several occasions, but hap- town with his daughters, 
pening to think of it on the day of his ar- Q n p r j<j a y afternoon of the interview 
rest, he stepped into Mr. 1 hayre s under j) r p ar krnan he went to the omnibus 
the Revere bouse, purchased the article, 0 flj cej an( j on kj g wa y stepped into Brig- 
stopped and talked about the disappear- h am > 8j a t Concert Hall, about 3 o’clock, 
anco of Dr. Parkman, and tooK the omni- an( j a mu tt on chop for his dinner, 
bus from that store. The parcel behave to . 

Mrs. Webster upon entering his house— On Wednesday evening, when be was in 
It was this parcel that he wrote not to have ‘ bft clt J- 1,0 b *PP l!n , ed t0 ' iln,£ of f book 
opened, as it might be important that it bl ' was to purchase for a relative, when he 
should be used as evidence on his trial. stepped into Muuroe s bookstore and ob- 
Anothcr circumstance had been made 1 ta >f d Ho , tb< ® ™ ot 10t0 Bngham’s 
use of against him, which was very easy of and R ot * C,, P ot . and afl . e ™ arda went 
explanation. Mr. Cunningham was pres-; 10 Mr. Cunningham s where his daughters 

cut at his house when the -first search , Tb ‘f boo . k «■ aob “1 aoo ^J f™ od 

made. The officer states that be looked a ‘ Brigham’s, where he left it. 
over the trunk spoken of and could not find! The prisoner here sat down, but almost 
the papers he searched for; yet on the' immediately rose again, and said he had 
next time he went there ho found the pa- been more distressed by the anonymous 
pers in the upper part of the trunk. This letters produced in court than by anything 
is explained by the fact that after the offi- else, lie called God to witness bo knew 
car went away the first time, Mr. Cunning- nothing whatever of these letters. Since 
ham found the papers and put them where his trial commenced his counsel had reeeiv- 
fhey were found, and took a memorandum ed a note from the author of the “oivis” 
of them. letter, and had endeavored without snooesn 

In relation to the interview with the Rev to ascertain who he was. He would now 
Dr Parkman, he must say that he thought call upon him, if he was in court, and had 
he had in his testimony dono him great in ; a Bpark of humanity about him, to come 
jnstice. He did iu conversation with him , ! forward and avow himself. 
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Sentence of Death. . 

On instruction from tie Coart the Clerk 
rose and said : — “John W. Webster, have 
yon any thing to say to the Honorable 
Coart why sentence of death should not 
pass upon your” 

Dr. IV ebster rose slowly, dragging himself 
upon his feet by noising the front of the 
bar, and seemed as if he woald have at- j 
tempted to speak, but bis tongue refused its j 
office, and the wretched criminal bowed 'o 
the Court and sat down heavily in bis 
chair. 

Chief Justice Shaw then proceeded to 
perform the last and moat painful act of 
his judicial duty in this cose. During the 
delivery of his address his feelings many 
times overcame him ; and many beside the 
venerable Judge, joined in tearful sympa- 
thy. The prisoner stood up while being 
sentcnecd. The following are the term* of 
that dread ceremonial : 

John W. Webster: — In meeting you: 
here for the last time, to pronounce tb it 
sentence which the law has affixed to the 
high and aggravated offence of which you 
stand convicted, it is impossible by Ian- j 
guage to give utterance to the keen sense ! 
of sadness and sympathy with which we ap- 
proach this solemn duly ; circumstances 
which all who know me will duly appreci- 
ate, but which it may seem hardly fit to al- 
lude to in more detail, render the perform- 
ance of this duty on the present occasion, 
unspeakably painful. At all times and un- 
der all circumstances, a feeling of indescrib- 
able solemnity attaches to the utterance of 
that stern voice of retributive justice which 
consigns a fellow being to an untimely and 
ignominious death. But when we consider 
all the circumatancca of yonrpasl Ufa, your 
various relations to society, the olairns up- 
on you by others, the hopes and expecta- 
tions you havo cherished, and contrast 
them with your present condition, and the 
ignominious death which awaits yon, we 
arc oppressed with grief and anguish, and 
nothing but a sense of imperative duty, 
imposed upon ns by the law, whose officers 
ana ministers we are, could sustain us in 
pronouncing such a judgement 

Against tho crime of wilful murder, of 
which yon stand convicted, a crime at 
which humanity shudders, a crime every 
where and under all forms of society rc 
gard rd with the deepest abhorrence, tho 
law has pronounced its severest penalty, in 
these few and simple but solemn and im- 
pressive words : “Every person who shall 
commit the crime of murder, shall suffer 


the punishment of death for tbo same.” — 
The manifest object of thia law is the pro- 
tection and security of tmtnan life, the most 
important object of a just and paternal 
government. 

It is made tho duty of this court to de- 
clare thispenalty against one who shall have 
been found guilty in due course of the ad- 
ministration of justice, of having violated 
this law. It is one of the most solemn acts 
of judicial power which an earthly tribu- 
nal can be called upon to exercise. It is a 
high and exemplary manifestation of the 
sovereign authority of the law, as wall in 
its stern and inflexible security, as in its 
protecting and paternal benignity. It pun- 
ishes the guilty with severity in order that 
the right to the enjoyment of life — tho 
most precious of all rights — may be more 
effectually secured. 

By the record before us it appears that 
you have boon indicted by the Grand Jury 
of the county for tho crime of murder, al- 
leging (hat on me 23d of November last, 
you made an issault upon the person of 
Dr. George Turkman, and by acts of vio- 
lence deprived him of life with malice 
aforethought. This is alleged to have been 
done within the apart meat, of a public in- 
stitution in this city, tho Medical College, 
of which you was a Professor and instruct- 
or, upon the per son of a man of mature age, 
well known, and of extensive connections in 
this community, and a benefactor of that 
institution. The charge of an offenco so 
aggravated, under such circumstances, in 
the midst of a peaceful community, ereated 
an instantaneous outburst of surprise, alarm 
and terror, sad was followed by an unusual 
and intense anxiety to learn by the results 
of a judicial proceeding, whether this charge 
was true. 

The day of trial came, a Court was or- 
ganised to conduct it, a Jury almost of your 
"wn choosing was selected in the manner 
best calculated to secure intelligence and 
impartiality. Counsel were appointed to 
assist you in conducting your defenoo, who 
have don- 1 ail that Darning, eloquence and 
skill could accomplish, in presenting your 
defence in its beat aspects ; a very large 
number oi witnesses were carefully examin- 
ed, and after a laborious trial of unpreee- 
| dented length, conducted as wo hope, with 
patience and fidelity, that Jury have pro- 
uounced you “Guiltt.” 

To this verdict, upon a careful revision 
of the whole proceedings, 1 am constrained 
to say, in behalf of the Court, that they can 
! perceive no just or legal ground of exception. 
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“Guilty !” — How much, under all the vated society, nor enjoyed the sweet and 
circumstances which cluster around the ennobling influences of home, 
oase, and throng our memories in the retro- To such an one a word of advice upon 
sped, does this single word import. The an occasion so impressive, may be a word 
wilful violent and malicious destruction of fitly spoken, and tend to good. But in a 
a fellow-man, in the peace of God and un- case like this, where the circumstances are 
der the protection of the law — yes, of one all reversed, no words of ours could ho 
in the midst of life, of bright hopes, warm more efficacious than the suggestion of 


affections, mutual attachments, strong, ex 
tensive, and numerous, making life a bless- 
ing to himself and others. 

We allude thus to the injury you have 
inflicted, not for the purpose of awakening 
one unnecessary pang in a heart already 
lacerated, but to remind you of the irrepar- 
able wroug done to the victim of your cru- 
elty, in sheer justice to him whose voice is 
now hushed in death, aod whose wrongs 
can only be vindicated by the living action 
of the law. 

If, therefore, you may at any moment 
think your case a hard one, and your pun- 
ishment too severe, if one repining thought 
arises in your mind, or one murmuring word 
seeks utterance from your lips, think, oh 1 
think of him, instantly deprived of life by 
your guilty hand ! Then, if not lost to all 
Bense of retributive justice, if you have any 
compunctious visitings of conscience, you 
may be ready to exclaim in the hitter an- 
guish of truth, “I have sinned against 
Heaven and my own soul ! — my punishment 
is just — God be merciful to me a sinner J” 


your own better thoughts, to whioh we 
commend you. 

But as we approach this last sad duty of 
pronouncing sentence, which is indeed the 
voioe of the law, and not our own, yet in 
giving it utterance, we cannot do it with 
feelings of in difference, as a formal and of- 
ficial act. 

God forbid that wo should be prevented 
from indulging and expressing these irre- 
pressible feelings of interest, sympathy, 
and compassion, which arise spontaneously 
in our hearts ; and we most sincerely and 
cordially deplore the distressing condition 
into which crime has brought you. And 
though we have no word of present conso- 
lation, or of earthly hope to offer you in 
the hour of your affliction, yet we devoutly 
commend you to the mercy of our Heaven- 
ly Father, with whom is abundance of mer- 
oy, and from whom wo may all look for 
pardon and peaoe. 

And now, nothing remains, but the aol- 
omn duty of pronouncing the sentence 
whioh the law affixes to the crime of mur- 
der, of which you stand convicted, whioh 


God grant that your example may afford sentence is 

a solemn warning to all, especially to the j That you, JOHN VV. WEBSTER, bo 
young ; may it impress deeply upon evory removed from tills place, and detained in 
mind the salutary lesson it is intended to close custody in the prison of this County, 
teach, to guard against an indulgence of; and thence taken, at such time as the Exe- 
every unhallowed and vindictive passion, 1 cutive Government of this Commonwealth 
to resist temptation to any and every selfish, may by their warrant appoint, to tho placo 
sordid and wicked purpose, to listen to tho of execution, AND THERE BE HUNG 

warnings of conscience, and yield to tho — 

plain dictates of duty ; and whilst they in- 
stinctively shrink with abhorrence from the 
first thought of assailing the life of another, 
may they learn to reverence the laws of 
God and society, designed to secure pro- 
tection to their own. 

We forbear, for obvious considerations, 


BY THE NECK UNTIL YOU ARE 
DEAD— 

Aud may God, of his infinite goodness, 

HAVE MERCY ON YOUR SOUL ! 

When allusion was made by the Judge to 
tho disparity which subsisted between tho 
prisoner and the general class of criminals, 
whose deeds eame under judicial cognizance, 
from adding such words of advice as may his deportment exhibited a marked change, 
be sometimes thought appropriate, on oc- Previously he had borne up remarkably 
casioos like this. It has commonly been [ well ; but at this juncture ho clasped the 
our province, on occasions like the present, bar more firmly with his hands, and bent 
to address the illiterate, the degraded and : down his head under the load of associa- 
te outcast, whose early life has been east : tions whioh the remarks of the venerable 
among the vicious, the neglected, the aban- J udge called up in hi9 mind, 
doued; who have been blessed with no. At last, when the awful finale approsch- 
raesus of moral aud religious culture, who cd, the working of his spirit wituiu, bore, 
have never reccivod the benefits of culti- 1 dreadful impress of their existence. His 
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face became covered with perspiration, and 
tears mixed themselves liberally with the j 
moisture on his cheeks. Sentence being 
pronounced in the most solemn and touch- 
ing tone, — the trembling voice of the vene- 
rable Chief Justice adding double impress 
to every word, — the prisoner sank backj 
heavily into his scat, and leaning on his 
right sido, covered his face and the indices 
of his feelings, with his handkerchief. — 
Sympathy had a free exercise in tears, for 
few among that crowded auditory there 
were who did not participate in this sacri- 
fice to the frailty of poor human nature. 

Judge Shaw then adjourned the Court 
until Tuesday at 9 o’clock ; and after al- 
lowing about five minutes to elapse, stated 
to the Sheriff that the prisoner was assign- 
ed over to his caro. 

“reviews. 

I —PROFESSOR BEDFORD'S INTRO- 
DUCTORY LECTURE. 

In our last No. wo very briefly reviewed 
this very excellent and able locture, and 
will now present our readers with an 
abridgement of the case wo referred to- 
• “In 1839 ho was requested to visit a lady 
residing in Now Jersey. Ho was received 
by her father, a venorable and accomplish- 
ed gentleman. Ho seemed broken in spirit. 
On being introduced into the patient’s room, 
my sympathies were at once awakened on 
beholding the wreck of beauty presented to 
my vlow. She was evidently laboring un- 
der phthisis (consumption) and her wasted 
form plainly told that her days were num- 
bered. Sho greeted mo with this expres- 
sion, ‘Well, Doctor, 1 am glad to see you, 
on my beloved father’s account, for he will 
not believe that I cannot yet bo restored to 
health. Lifo has lost all its charms for me, 
and 1 long for the repose of the grave.’ I 
received from her the following history of 
her case. Her father was a clergyman, 
in England, discharging his duties until 
circumstances rendered it necessary for him 
to leave and come to America. Sho had 
lost her mother at an oarly ago, and had 
been almost entirely educated by hor father. 
In her eighteenth year sho became attached 
to a young barrister, and a matrimonial en- 
gagement resulted. Soon after, she began 
unaccountably to decline in health ; irreg- 
ularity in her menstrual periods, nausea, 
loss of appetite, &c., and a general change 
in her personal appearance. These chang- 


es soon attracted the attention of some fo- 
male friends, and rumors suspected her vir- 
tue. The barrister to whom she was af- 
fianced heard of these reports, wrote a let- 
ter to her father, begging to bo exonerated 
from his engagement. This was assented 
to without hesitation. This young lady, 
conscious of her own innocence, called for 
a physician, in order that the nature of the 
case might be ascertained. A medical man 
visited her, and after an investigation of the 
symptoms, be informed the father that she 
was pregnant, and that the matter should 
bo kept secret. Tho father indignantly 
spurned the proposition, and instantly re- 
quested an additional consultation. This 
resulted in tho confirmation of the opinion 
previously expressed. Without any delay 
that good man resigned his living, and pro- 
ceeded with his daughter to America. On 
the passage, the daughter became extremely 
ill, a physician on Board the steamer was 
consulted. After seeing the patient (she 
was at the time laboring nnder excessive 
vomiting from sea-sickness,) he told the 
father that he apprehended she might have 
a premature delivery. Such, tlieroforc, 
was the general appearaneo of the lady that 
a physician, merely judging from appear- 
ances, at once concluded that she was preg- 
nant. 

This was the substance of what Prof. 
Bedford learned of the previous history of 
the lady, and his opinion was requested as 
to tho character of her malady. With' a 
great deal of caution and nice discrimina- 
tion, he made the rigorous examination tho 
case required. Ho immediately pronounc- 
ed that no pregnancy existed, and that tho 
enlargement of the womb depended most 
probably on somo internal growth, the pre- 
cise nature of which he could not then de- 
termine. After he had expressed this opin- 
ion, the only remark this interesting crea- 
ture made was, ‘Doctor, you are right.’ — 
These few words were full of meaning, and 
he could not hut appreciate their import. 
Tho father was soon made acquainted with 
the result of the examination, and be seem- 
ed perfectly unmoved as tho Professor ex- 
pressed to him his opinion. He had never 
faltered for one moment in the belief of his 
daughter's virtue, and with great solicitude, 
he asked whether something could not be 
done to restore her lo health ; and his agi- 
tation was extreme when the Prof, told him 
that his daughter was in tho last stages of 
consumption. He left him with the pledge 
that he would inform the Professor of her 
dissolution, and afford him an opportunity, 
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by an after-death examination, of testing 
the truth of the opinion. About four weeks 
from this time, Professor Bedford received 
a note announcing the death of this lady, 
and requesting that he would immediately 
hasten to the house for the purpose of mak 
iug the autopsy. On examination it was 
discovered that the enlargement of the ute 
rus was in consequence of a fibrous tumor, 
which occupied its whole internal surface 
and the small body which he bad felt pro- 
jecting through the os tincse was a calculons 
concretion, of which there were several at- 
tached to the tumor.” 

Further remarks from us are unnecessa- 
ry. The perusal of the above case will 
suggest its own moral. *j* 

II.— INTRODUCTORY LECTURE TO 
THF. SURGICAL CLASS OF THE IN- 
LIANA MEDICAL COLLEGE, pp 24 
in. — VALEDICTORY ADDRESS TO 
THE MEDICAL CLASS AND GRADU- 
ATES OF THE INDIANA MEDICAL 


and flattering to the class at whose request 

it was published. 

Those who have had occasion of being in 
attendance in anatomical or surgical thea- 
tres, where day after day the profestor and 
the pupils have met for the prosecution of 
science ; tho feelings of pleasure and of in- 
terest on one part, and those of respect and 
satisfaction on the other — the close relations 
which spring up and arc strengthened be- 
tween all parties — all is vividly called to 
mind the last day a professor appears be- 
fore his class and delivers a valedictory or 
farewell lecture — the last day he stands as 
their superior — the next, their own peers and 
his equals, renders such a discourse pecu- 
liarly interesting. The professor, another 
session will return to the scene of bis labors, 
he will meet new faces and make new ac- 


COLLEGE, pp. 20. 

The perusal of the above two lectures by 
Dr. A. B. Shipman, Professor of Surgery 
confirms the opinion we had formed of the 
lecturer, both as a professional and as a lit- 
erary man. The first lecture contains some 
very happy and appropriate remarks upon 
the past and present condition of the great 
valley of the west — the gigantic strides of 
civilisation — the rapid advancement of sci- 
ence and of art — tho ever increasing tide of 
emigration from all parts of the old and of 
tho new world— and the natural inferences 
to be drawn from this grand precedent. — 
The Professor slightly touches at the diff- 
erent branches required to perfect a medi- 
cal education, the difficulties and embarrass 
rnents attendant upon its acquirement, and 
tho far greater difficulties and vexations 
following in the footsteps of the practitioner. 
The course to bo adopted as a man, a phy- 
sician, and a Christian, to secure to a high 
degree, that share of patronage which is al- 
ways certain of attonding the career of the 
man, who schools himself to acquire if he 
has not, or to perfect himself if he has, in 
those qualities, so essential to success. The 
Jaicturc is highly creditable to the author 


quaintanccs; the old ones arc now laboring 
in the world-spread field of humanity, and 
seldom, if ever, can three classmates say, 
‘‘when shall wc three meet again ?” 

Introductory lectures rapidly sketch the 
course to be followed — valedictories take a ' 
review of what has, and how it has been 
done, and explain wbat is to be done to 
secure success and happiness to tbe aspirant 
of professional honors. Dr. Shipman is 
equally at home tho first as tho last day, 
and his lecture feelingly expresses his wish- 
es for the welfare of the many young men 
who honored his theatre with their pres- 
ence, and rewarded his exertions by their 
undivided attention. f 

IV — THE ILLUSTRATED SELF IN- 
STRUCTOR IN PHRENOLOGY AND 
PH YSIOLOG Y, with 100 Engravings, nnd 
n Chart. By O. S. .V L. N. Fowler. From 
the Publishers . Fowler U Wells , New York. 

This is a small volume of 134 pages, the 
letter press by O. S., aud the illustrations 
by L. N. Fowler. These gentlemen’s 
names arc intimately associated with every- 
thing pertaining to Phrenology in the U. 

S. , and to their industry aud exertions does 
Phrenology owe the high standing it has 
acquired. This work is more especially dc- 
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feigned for those who wish to “know” their 
own characters, and for lecturers to record 
their examination ; and to the friends of 
Phrenology, it must prove useful and in- 
teresting. -J- 

Alterei from the French of Bur-leu, for the Lancet and 
Gixcue J 

WOMAN, 

HER 

Moral and Physical System. 

BY HORACE NELSON, M. D. 

( Continued from page 110.) 

I-'rom the circumstance that woman is not 
called upon to support the burdens imposed 
upon man, she must direct them with more 
care, and her motions being easier, are of 
necessity more vivacious, and that she aoon- 
cr learns the use of her faculties. It is 
well know, that in general, she has a great- 
er facility of speech than man. A writer 
of some reputation says, that since the es- 
tablishment of theatricals in France, one 
could point out a larger number of actresses 
of superior morit, than of actors. He at- 
tributes this difference to the privilege which 
woman possesses in relation to sensibility. 
His views may possibly be correct. But it 
may also bo ascribed to the peculiarity of 
the vocal organs, which, more flexible, and 
more appropriate to the performance of 
most variable actions, allows also, with more 
facility and grace, the utterance of the ac- 
cents of passion and of all the inflexions of 
theatrical modulations. Woman excels in a 
very short time, in all those arts requiring 
but dexterity or cunning, and this attribute 
depends on rapid successions of thought 
and of motions, which are more readily 
called into play by her own organization. 

There is, moreover, another physical con- 
dition which contributes to render the sen- 
sitive parts of woman more mobile ; it is 
that degree of softness or of weakness spe- 
cial to her sex and which since the days of 
Hippocrates, is generally recognised by all 
medical writers.® Although tho essence of 
sensibility consist-! neither iu the state of 


heat, cold, dryness, or dampness, it is 
nevertheless evident, by the example of 
temperaments as well as of climates, that 
it is more or less influenced Ly these atmos- 
pherical changes. In the one or the others, 
sensibility varies according to the constitu- 
tion of the body, or that of tho air ; and it 
has been correctly remarked, that she can 
never enjoy more completely the plouitude 
of her rights, than when a moderate degree 
of humidity, as is generally present in chil- 
dren and in women, without materially de- 
bilitating their organs, and bestowing upon 
them all tho suppleness of which they are 
susceptible. 

A certain degree of weakness must be 
the combined effect of this last disposition 
united to organs of small size. More sen- 
sible than robust — moro mobile than esps- 
blo of moving — woman would then possess 
all the vital qualities in the highest state of 
perfection. The word Eve in tho Hebrew, 
signifies life. The Grecians sometimes be- 
stowed on woman names appropriate to 
designate in them an exalted degree of sen- 
sibility or at least a greater facility to ex- 
cite that of man, but with very limited 
physical endowments ; insomuch that they 
regarded her existence as consisting more 
in sensations than in thoughts or in bodily 
motions. 

Wo might be led to think that a consti- 
tution affording more aptness to feel, than 
means of avoiding the action of sensible 
causes, would render woman susceptiblo of 
danger from impressions of externa! objects, 
could be bnt little conducive to happiness ; 
but if we reflect that the physical causes of 
tho evils incident to humanity are few in 
number, and that their true source is to be 
soarohed for in the affections of our souls, 
which perpetuates them by recollection of 
multiplies them by fear, we will find that 
woman, in whom tho variety of sensation 
itself is opposed to their duration, and that 
she saves from the stubbornness of reflec- 
tion, Ihc tormentor of seutieut being*, uni 
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that consequently, sha is probably loss re- 
moved than man from that plenitude of 
happiness allowed by human nature. 

It is owing to this disposition or state of 
the body, that the organs of woman are en- 
dowed with more activity than strength, 
more sensibility than consistency, and that 
she possesses the cunning of tact, and the 
quick penetration which consists in grasping 
at objects striking her with rapidity, an in- 
finity of shades, details of things and of 
those shrewd relations which escape the 
most learned man. It is also supposed, and 
justly bo, that the samo sensibility which 
enables her to discern a large number of 
objects, is precisely what prevents her see- 
ing them in a proper light, and of fixing the 
the mind for a sufficient length of time on 
one and the same thought, and be capable 
of knowing all others that can be concen- 
trated upon the primitive one. That the 
difficulty of flying from the tyranny of 
sensations, charming her continually by the 
immediate causes which produce them, does 
not permit the elevation of her mind to that 
exalted condition necessary to embrace 
them all at one view ; that by the precipi- 
tancy whioh springs beyond truth, or by 
that inconstancy which soon becomes wea- 
ried in following it — two inscperable impor. 
factions attendant upon the natural consti- 
tution of woman — she is less susceptible 
than man of the elevated thoughts of a mind 
which knows how to attain the level of na- 
ture, and to ascend to the source of beings. 

it is also said that her imagination, more 
lively than patient or endurable, allows lit- 
tle of the throes and picturesque express- 
ions which are the sublime of the arts of 
imitation ; and that more capable of feeling 
than of creating, her soul is moro easily im- 
bued with the images of objects than 
she can reproduce them ; and finally, that 
being always more or less guided by par- 
ticular and special ideas, sho is therefore * 


It is not improbable but that the special 
weakness just described as characterising 
the female organization, excludes her from 
the efforts of that moral contention, requir- 
ed to pursue the study of abstract sciences ; 
and that her imagination too mobile and 
little calculated to maintain a state of per- 
manency, renders her less capable of 
cultivating those arts which depend on this 
faculty of the mind. But it is from this 
weakness that those kind and affectionate 
sensations or feelings arise, which form 
the prominent feature of woman’s charac- 
ter, it is from tbo knowledge of her impo- 
tenej that sho draws the disposition to iden- 
tify herself with the unfortunate — that nat- 
ural pity, which is the foundation of social 
virtues. 

It is in this relation that society derives 
so muoh benefit from the endowments of 
woman, though they possess not the 
splendor of man's superior talents, and 
whose most sensible effect is very frequent- 
ly to foster a melancholy and wild pride.— 
Every one admits that to woman is granted 
a more active and lively moral — that of 
man is moro in speculation. The first fre- 
quently fulfills the good intentions which 
the litter had merely projected. Man bus- 
ies his mind with probable evils, or those 
which are spread throughout the universe ; 
woman alleviates, on the contrary, the real 
misfortunes which environ her. If woman's 
virtues are less brilliant than those of man, 
they are of a moro continued and imme- 
diate usefulness. 

[ 2b be coulinued.] 

I Fur the LaitCil and Gazelle. J 

Case of Placenta Previa, attended with 
fatal Post-partem Hemorrhage. 

BY MED1CUS. 

Mrs. j a;t 44, of a weakly constitu- 

tion, and leueo-phlegmatio temperament, 
pregnant with her fifteenth child, had for 


opposed to the more extended views of p 0 l~! several weeks been mo^ indisposed than 
itic? and to those great moral principle? I usual in a similar situation. Her appetite 
which are present in all men. * was much impaired, and chc complained of 
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feverishness, constipation, and a dry, hack> 
ing cough. Being called for another mem- 
ber of the family, 1 saw Mrs. , on the 

of February, whon sho stated that she 

expected fifteen days would elapse before 
her accouchement. She appeared more de- 
pressed, debilitated and uneasy than was 
usual, without, however, presenting any 
marked unfavorable symptoms. The eyes 
were sunken, the countenance of an ashy 
paleness, the bowels had been gently, but 
effectually moved. Aperients, anodynes 
and demulcents had been administered pro 
re nata. At 2 o'clock that night, I was 
requested to visit my patient. She was 
sitting on her sofa, and stated that though 
not much worse, she had been awakened by 
the congh,and felt wet, when upon examina- 
tion she discovered that it proceeded from a 
small quantity of blood which had been dis- 
charged. Sho had also suffered slight 
pains, but did not believe them to be those 
of labour. Sho was at once placed upon a 
mattress, enjoined to maintain a horizontal 
posture, and remain as quiet as possible. — 
From present appearances, I presumed she 
had lost from 6 to 8 ounces of blood at the 
most. Her family was apprized that the 
case was full of danger ; and this conclu- 
sion was based not upon the quantity of 
blood which had escaped, for it was com- 
paratively small, but upon her general as- 
pect ; 1 therefore remained with my patient. 
Enquiry was frequently made whether tbo 
discharge was renewed, and 1 desired her 
particularly to inform mo in the event of a 
return of the hemorrhage. The answers 
were, that littlfc or no discharge occurred, 
and that no pains were experienced, or at 
least, if there were any, they were so slight as 
not to be worth mentioning. Feeling anx- 
ious, I requested permission to institute an 
examination. The napkins were only mode- 
rately soiled with blood ; there were no co- 
agula in the vagina ; the uterine orifice was 
directed backwards, and so high up in the 
pelvic cavity, that it could barely be reach- 
ed ; it admitted the point of the index, 


and, as was anticipated, the plaocnta was 
presenting. The vagina was plugged and 
a gentle anodyne was administered. At 
the same time, a request was made that a 
medical friend should be called in, although 
the debility did not appear to increase.— 

Accordingly Dr. Mac , an old, able 

and experienced practitioner was summon- 
ed, and he saw tho patient at 6 A. M. It 
was with the utmost difficulty he reached 
the os uteri. He concurred in the preced- 
ing treatment, and confirmed the propriety 
of entertaining the most painful apprehen- 
sions os to tho result of tho case. The 
plug was rc-applied, and, no urgent symp- 
toms being present, it was determined to 
wait and watch the progress of events. — 
The pulse indicated no flagging of the vital 

powers. Dr. Mac took his leave, to 

return in a couple of hours- From the 
flacid state of tho uterus, as was ascertain- 
ed through the abdominal parietes, half a 
drachm of ergot was given, in the expecta- 
tion of exciting more tone in the viscus and 
if not in causing labor pains, to produce 
dilatation, and thus bring matters to a cri- 
sis. A short slumber ensued, when there 
seemed more vigor in the system, but no 
pains were manifested. At 8 A. M. the 
plug was extruded, followed by some coag- 
ula. Upon renewing the examination, the 
os uteri was found dilated about the size of 
a quarter dollar piece, very soft and yield- 
ing, and filled up with the placenta. This 
favorable state of things led to the turning 
of the child, without waiting for the arrival 
of the Dr. Fifty drops of Tinct. Opii, 
with half a drachm of Sp. Ammon : Atom, 
were given, for the purpose of preparing the 
system against the shock of the operation, 
as well as to act as a restorative and stimu- 
lant. The parts were very flaccid, and ad- 
mitted the hand with very little, if any 
pain ; the os dilated with the utmost free- 
dom, affording, indeed, no resistance, and 
the child was swimming in a large quantity 
of amniotic fluid. 

In the course of 10 years’ practice, I 
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sever effected version and delivery with 
taoro facility ; so much so that scarcely 
any complaint was made, the parts being so 
exceedingly expansible, and the pelvis 
roomy. The fostus was slowly and careful- 
ly withdrawn, allowing it to accommodate 
itself to the different diameters of the pel-: 
vis ; while the abdomen was firmly com- ! 
pressed by an assistant, as the child de- 
scended, to promote contraction of the 
uterino parictcs, and obviate syncope and; 
collapse. The body was well bound around 
with fiannel bandages, pressing upon seve- 
ral napkins folded together, and about nine 
inches square, so as to afford good and ef- 
fectual compression. At this moment Dr. 


standing these united means, dart, tenoat 
Wood continued to issue, not by impulse, 
as if propelled by after-p»ins,but in a smalt, 
though uninterrupted stream. For more 
than three hours was the contest maintain- 
ed with all the seal and enegy it was possi- 
ble to exerciso, and at 12 A. M, the unfor- 
tunate patient succumbed — not from col- 
lapse consequent upon the delivery, but 
literally bleeding to death subsequent to 
that event. 

Remarks, — Of all the painful and dis- 
tressing scenes which it is the lot of the med- 
ical man to witness — of all the difficulties 
with which ho is compelled to grapple and 
contend, and which put to the test his tal- 
ents, energy and knowledge, there are none 


Mae entered the room. The patient 

expressed herself comfortable and happy in 
having overcome her trials ; hut upon tak- 
ing the wrist, the pulac felt rather weak, 
though to this period, it had possessed 
quite a sufficient volume under the circum- 
stances. The debility and dribbling of 
blood continuing, brandy and water was 
frequently administered, and two drachms 
of ergot were put into a tea- cupful of warm 
water, of which two table-spoonfuls were to 
be taken alternately with the brandy — that 
is, about every ten minutes. Blood still 
escaping, and the weakness increasing, the 
bandages were removed to admit of appli- 
cations being made over the uteres, but it 
was well contracted, hard, and of conside- 
rable sire, yet higher in the abdomen than 
usual. The plug bad been thrust out with 
some coagula, but was replaced by a large ' 
oval one of snow. Snow was also thrown 
with force upon the naked abdomen, fol- 
lowed by rapid friation with the same 
agent. The trickling persisting, laudanum 
was added to the stimulant mixture, Dr. 
Mac continuing assiduously the fric- 

tion over the lower part of the hypogastric 
region, while firm pressure with both 
bands was being made just below the epi- 
gastric region and above the uterine tumor, 
so as to prevent the rush of blood down the 
aorla, which was readily felt, and its regur- 
gitation by the vena cava inferior. Notwith, 


equal to the dreadful eases of flooding orig- 
inating from the implantation of the pla- 
centa over the mouth of the uterus. No, 
even puerperal convulsions, with all their 
horrors and dangers, admit of more control, 
and excite less painful anxiety. Where- 
fore it becomes an imperative duty of every 
practitioner to publish all such cases as ap- 
pear, in any way, to deviate from the or- 
dinary course, and which seem adapted to 
the throwing of additional light on their 
nature and treatment. I flatter myself that 
the above unfortunate cose, with the sug- 
gestions which it has elicited, will not be 
unworthy of the notice of the profession, 
and may, perohanee, prove useful, were it 
only to impress the practitioner with the 
necessity of being prepared to meet a simi- 
lar emergency to wbich be is exposed from 
one hour to the other. It has often been said, 
i that a most valuable book might be written 
on tho want of success in our treatment of 
diseases. In the present esse all the usu- 
al means were had recourse to, with every 
attention and the utmost perseverance; 
and 1 feel satisfied, as docs also my friend, 
Dr. Mac , that under the circumstan- 

ces, little, if anything else, could have been 
effected. However this may be, the esse 
with its attendant observations, is submit- 
ted to the consideration of the Faculty. 

The patient bad been in ill-health for sev- 
eral weeks previously, and her constitution 
suffered from gradually increasing debility, 
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despite all the means employed to sustain titled tetri/ attempt to check it. Friction 
and relieve her. She had lost not more upon the abdomen, and other means for 
than one and a half pounds of blood when stopping hemorrhage, by inducing firm con- 
delivered, and her death may be fairly at traction of the uterus, were of no use, 
tributed, not to the collapse resulting from f° r the “torus was already hard and well 
the parturition, but to the constant and un- contracted ; the patient has beoome gradu- 
ceasing oozing out of the vital fluid. The ally exhausted and at last died.” In the 
uterus was targe and well contracted, paragraph immediately preceding this quo- 
though far higher up than usual. It is tation, Dr. Rigby has the following re- 
therefore natural to infer that the blood marks, the correctness of which was fully 
proceeded from the neck of the uterus, to borne out in the present instance : 1 1 The 
which the placenta had been attached, and os uteri now plays the part of the fundut, 
whore no contraction occurred. And it is 1 its vessels are immensely dilated, and large 
well known that the womb may contract in ones are ruptured, whioh cannot be closed 
one part and remain perfectly relaxed in by the firmest contractions of the uterus. 1 * 
another. This has been ably and fully From what has just been said and is 
elucidated by many writers, but by none in witnessed in these desperate cases, we are 
so happy a manner as by the celebrated led to infer that this part of the womb docs 
Dr. Dewees, in aphorism 1141, of his ex- not possess the same anatomical coDforma- 
cellent System of Midwifery, whioh it may tion and structure as the body of the organ, 
be well here to transcribe : at least, it does not seem to be as ausccpti- 

“The tonic power of the uterus may be blc of action as tho other portions, 
feeble, or altogether wanting — it may be lost The celebrated Prof. Simpson, of Edin- 
in every portion of the uterus, or only in burgh, has published some observations, 
one part ; thus the fundus may possess it much to the purpose, and which will be 
and it may be absent from the body and fonnd in the pages of the “Northern Jour- 
neck ; this may give riso to diversion of nal of Medicibe,” (Eugland) for tho year 
the uterus. The fundus and neck may be 184G, and entitled, “Suggestions regarding 
deprived of it, while the body may enjoy it ; the anatomical source and pathological na- 
tbis may occasion the hour-glass contrae- ture of post partem hemorrhages, 11 from 
tkm. The body and fundus may be ex- which I will make a short extract : “If I 
haustod of it while the neck retains it ; this may judge from my own observations, I 
may produce the concealed hemorrhage. — would venture to remark that the morbid 
The body and fundus may bo firmly con- condition which is most frequently and esr- 
traeted, while the neck of the uterus may ]; es t seen in connection with post partem 
be flaccid ; this may occasion flooding, if hemorrhage, and which is especially re- 
the placenta has been attached in that vi- markable in oases where the flooding is 
cittity.” more enduring than usual, is a state of ir- 

We also find in Righy’t valuable treat- regularity and want of equability in the 
ise, the following observations, which are contractile action of different parts of the 
quite applicable to the present case, and uterus ; and, it may be, in different planes 
afford a complete and satisfactory explan-j of the uterine fibres, as marked by one or 
ation to the fatal result. At page 282 he more points in the organ feeling hard and 
says : ■ contracted at the same time that other por- 

“ Cases have occurred where the os uteri lions of the parietes are soft and relaxed ; 
has been artificially dilated, where the and by the oontraoting and relaxing fibre* 
child was turnod and delivered with perfect slowly but frequently changing their situa- 
safety, and the uterus contracted into a tious.” Now when there is hemorrhage in 
shard ball, in fact, evertbing seemed to these cases, we can easily aooount tor the 
have passed over favorably ; a continued immense loss of blood, not only by the ab- 
I irihhUng nf h hod hat remained, which re- scncc of contraction, but when we take in- 
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to consideration the extremely dilated state | 1 think 1 hear the reader say, “why was 

of the uterine vessels, and that they are not not Dr. Simpson’s method of separating 
provided with valves to promote the flow the placenta had recourse to 1” To which 
of blood upwards ; in consequence of the my rejoinder would bo, that tho plan of 
want of valves they permit it to retrograde, turning is the one generally adopted, in 
either filling tho uterus, or forcing their fact, the orthodox method, and one which 
contents outwardly. Such being the case, I have practiced with good success very 
it is at once manifest, that not only are the many years ; never having lost a patient 
clothes to be examined, so as to ascertain with placenta prasvia when called sufficient* 
whether or not the flow continues, as well ly early, and before the system bad been too 
as the state of the uterus, and the external cousidorably drained of its blood. It is 
parts arc to be subjected to an ocular test, \ very true that Dr. S. has adduced several 
fof otherwise we may not be certain if the eases in support of the practice be advo- 
bloud issues in gushes, or dribbles away 1 cates, but we all know bow wedded men 
without interruption, which latter is the become to their own ideas and views, es- 
aost dangerous character it can assume, ns pecia'ly when they assume the character of 
incessantly tho powers of life are drained novelty. It must stand the test of time, 
away. ' | ere it can be recognized as a rule to he 

The consideration now is, how can the safely and usefully followed, 
discharge be arrested 1 The tampon in our < j n the course of his observations Dr. 
case, had twice been well and effectually | Rigby justly remarks: “The practice of 
applied and tucked in, yet no good result J detaching tho placenta ought never to 
ensued, for in a short time it was extruded, I be adopted unless, 1st. The danger of tho 
together with several large coagula. 1 be ap* [ woman is so great from exhaustion as to 
plication of oold was equally ineffectual, for render the ordinary plan of delivery by 
an oval snowball, the size of a large egg, turning tho child hazardous. 2d. Where 
was introduced, and the bleeding still per- there exists some obstacle to the extraction 
sisting, another, yet larger, was applied, 0 f the child, either from distortion in the 
urging the preceding one farther on ; not- bonea of the pelvis, or tumors connected 
withstanding which the blood continued to with it, or in its cavity, but connected with 

flow. Dr. Mac used friction most vig- the soft parts. 3d. Where the child is 

orously over the whole uterine region, first dead. Before we undertake either the op- 
with his hands and subsequently with large eration of turning, or that of detaching the 
cakes of snow ; still the contraction did placenta, we should duly consider what ia 
not extend to the cervix. 1 must, in can- the condition of the oervix and os uteri. ” 
dor, acknowledge that there was one other With all due deference to such high an- 
means not used, and which is reported by thority as that of Professor Simpson, I un- 
Dr. Kadford, of Manchester, F.ng., to have hesitatingly deny the correctness of his as- 
proved of much benefit, which ia Galvanism. sumption that the hemorrhage in placenta 
Bat he frankly confesses that contraction pra'via proceeds from the mass itself — from 
follows its application for a few moments its detached surfaces — and not from the 
only, and therefore its use must be contin- uterus, the source of nourishment to the 
nod or often repeated, it i«, however, placenta and embryo. No doubt cm ex- 
probable that even daring its very brief and ist but that a certain amount of blood ialoat 
evanescent operation, time might have been from the exposed surface of this body, but 
afforded for the development of the effects its vascularity will not admit of the im- 
of more permanent stimuli, and thus life inense quantities that flow spontaneously, 
have been saved. But this new plan has to And the blood which issoed from this source 
undergo iho ordeal of a much more extend- 1 would, of necessity, be of the florid or artt- 
ed experience, ero it can be rccoivcd as rial kind, and would not exnde in a con- 
worthy of much notice. tinnens dark colored stream as it does, aud 
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mouths of the immense uterine sinuses. — 
Common sense alone, would convinco one, 
that tho dark and unceasing Sow could on- 
ly come from this quarter, else how hap- 
pens it, that the blood continues to escape 
in such abundance after the placenta has 
been completely expelled ? The rejoinder 
is, bccauso of the uon-contractiun of these 
gaping and dilated ressels. If the patient 
bleeds to death, it cannot bo from tho pla- 
centa, because, according to tbe theory of 
Professor S., upon its extrusion, all hemor- 
rhage bhould cease ; but most evidently the 
blood proceeds from the matrix itself. In 
many iustauoes, under a partial separation 
of the placenta, the hemorrhage will grad- 
ually cease, and this admits of ready ex- 
planation. The attached portion of the 
mass acts as an irritant to the uterus, 
whereby the contractions close the vessels 
until, by a further dilatation of the cervix, a 
new portion ia detached, and fresh hemor- 
rhage supervenes ; thus it is after each 
paiu, and the utmost danger exists, till tbe 
separation is complete, or what is better, 
till the delivery ia effected by turning. — 
The case under consideration, with a thous- 
and others that might be adduced, affords 
ample proof that tbe uterus is tho main, and 
properly speaking, the only source from 
which the blood issues ; for before this 
fluid can reach tho placenta, aud through 
this medium, the fretus, it must, of course, 
first pass through the parent organ. If, in 
every ease, the bleeding stopped on the 
separation of the placenta — even setting 
aside tho contraction — this body might en- 
joy the credit of having done the good 
work, but it is preposterous to uphold such 
a doctrine. Too many unfortunato evidenc- 
es exist to satisfy us that this is not and can- 
not be the case. To have made the mere as- 
sertion is only another proof how rcadilyeven 
the best informed men are to be led away by I 
preconceived ideas, or false theories, and 
how easy it is from fallacious premises to 


of this doctrine, tho practitiouer is led into 
a most dangerous course. It is not to bo 
denied [hat there is snch a mass of faets in 
support of Dr. S.’s practice that it ia in- 
cumbent on the profession to receive and 
treat the suggestion with the utmost re- 
spect and attention, but his new method 
has not yet been sufficiently tested to war- 
rant us in departing from a course that has 
met with the sanction of the whole faoulty, 
and has time and a vast amount of experi- 
ence to sustain it and give it the force of 
an axiom. There are many and powerful 
reasons against the adoption of the new 
method: the separating of the placenta 
from adhesions, and allowing it to remain 
in situ— to bo expelled by the uterine effort* 
alone ; a practice to which much less ob- 
jection would be raised, if the expulsive 
power woro shortly after to follow ; but 
this is far from being tho case, and on this 
uncertainty mainly rests tbe danger to 
which the patient is necessarily exposed, 
and this opinion is participated in by many 
able writers. The patient must naturally 
feel excessively uneasy and irritable until 
parturition is accomplished. 

This view of the case is powerfully sus- 
tained by Mr. .VeicnAont, a celebrated 
accoucheur, who has these words in the 
British Hccord for 1843, page 121: “If 
tbe placenta be detached, aud the case now 
left to nature it may be even tome dags be- 
fore uterine pain is established, and al- 
though there may bo no hemorrhage, yet 
the patient suffers great risk from the irri- 
tation and decomposition of tbe placental 
mass, while the practitioner, the patient and 
her friends arc all kept in a state of in- 
tense anxiety.” lie continues : “The ner- 
vous system is so proportionally increased, 
that the critical loss of life is not dimin- 
ished.” Among other sources of danger 
resulting from this practice is, that the 
moment the placenta is separated, itself and 
contents die, decomposition quickly ensues, 
and may causa fever of a most malignant 


deduce erroneous conclusions. Did the and dangerous typo, which can lead to a 


theory now under examination, not af- fatal issue, even after the extrusion of tho 
feet the practice, there would bo compar- putrid mass. For all those reasons, we 
ativcly little to cavil at ; but upon the faith cannot be surprised if Dr. Tyler Smith 
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terms it “a rash plan.” And may it not uterine hemorrhage, may not be deemed 
prove to be “one of those determined at- j ill-timed or out of place, 
tempts at novelty, which a little, perhaps. At any stage of gestation, more especial- 
fatal, experience may cure This is the | l y towards the latter months, all discharge 
laugu^ 0 -Heteeet, one of the ablest and 0 f hlood should at once arrest attention. If 
most philosophical writers on Obstetrics, resulting from an accident, little elso is to 
and uttered more than thirty years ago, in be done than to enjoin rest, the horixontal 
respect to some such like, new scheme, posture, a cool temperature, cold applica- 
broacbed at that time. ! tions to the vulva and pubes, cold acidolat- 

Whilst we should not at once discard ed beverages ; the bowels to be kept easy 
this “novelty,” we should not blindly put by very gentle saline aperients, avoiding 
it in practice, for tho reasons just cuutno- strictly, however, all purging and straining 
rated, and which are further forcibly sup- at stool. If plethora be present, a small 
ported in the following sentiment, by one bleeding from the arm may be requisite, 
of tho most distinguished authors of the and opiates, if there is pain and rcstlcss- 
age — perhaps the first practitioner of mod- ness. In the great majority of cases, there 
cm times, tho celebrated Velpeau : “The | is little to be apprehended ; sometimes, it is 
termination of labor, should never be left to true, the hemorrhage may be rather violent, 
nature, when the hemorrhage is occasioned, but the cure is near at band, as abortion 
by tho insertion of tho placenta upon the or miscarriage soon takes place. But if 
os uteri a dogma which, it would seem, there is a sudden gush of blood and it bo 
every medical man should abide by, till renewed at each slight pain, we may anti- 
tboroughly convinced of the error. eipate the existence of unavoidable hemor- 

But to return to onr case, 1 am in can- rhage. On a careful examination, a spongy, 
dor, bound to acknowledge that there was fleshy, and irregular substance will be de- 
one other means deserving of trial, which tec ted, plugging the mouth of the uterus, 
at the time had escaped my mind, and that although this is just opening. In such a 
is Velpeau's practice, one which 1 Lave case the patient should be placed upon a 
never yet had occasion to adopt. I shall a hard and level bed, with only one pillow; 
quote his own words : “A practice that a plug should be applied, made with a silk 
seems to me to deserve the attention of ev- kerchief, and kindly, but firmly, urged up 
cry practitioner, is the application of sina- as high as possible. Cold applications 
pisms between the shoulders. 1 have made should be made over the parts, the utmost 
use of it often enough, and in cases suffi- quietude enjoined, if faintness supervene, 
ciently various, to enable me to affirm that diffusible stimuli may he administered, of 
it is one of the most powerful and most use- which the most efficient, probably, will be 
ful revulsives that can be recommended. 1 thirty drops of Tinet. Opii,with a tea spoon- 
have elsewhere stated the anatomical and ful of theAromatioSpirit of Ammonia. If the 
physiological considerations by which 1 was ' debility increases, internal hemorrhage may 
led to its employment.” He cites a very be inferred, when tho plug should be with- 
striking case where this method effected drawn— if it has not been protruded, as 
all that could be desired, and proceeds to generally occurs, by the clots behind it— 
say, “Now there ought to be nothing sur- and the os uteri should be examined, if it 
prising in such a result, when we reflect' is of the sixe of a York shilling, aud soft, 
with what rapidity sympathetic irritations the hand should be introduced, pressing 
are brought into play by the action of the I gently, yet perseveringly, and it will ex- 
mustard.” paml without danger of laceration ; and the 

As the object of the “ Northern attempts should not be abaudoued until 
Lancet” is to be of use to a most ar- \ turning is accomplished. Then the child 
dnoas and important profession, a few brief j should he extracted slowly and cautiously, 
remarks, as a retime, on the treatment of' while pressure is being made over the ab- 
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domen, ns the uterus is emptied ; in.mcdi- peeling cold water rato 
»telv after which, and without tossing or may not be out of place to aUto, that it 
tur/iog or fatiguing the patient, a thick ' has come to my knowledge, that a largo 
compress and binder should be carefully ; syringe-full of too water was, in a desperate 
anulied The opium and stimulants may case, poured into the uterus, and ore the op- 

b! P rcpeatcd every ten minutes, in doses oration was well concluded, the patient ei- 

according to the exigencies, if tho bleeding 1 claimed “I am killed 1’ 1 ho most luteuse 

is violent and collapso approaches. To : dyspnoea cnBuod, and in less than twenty 
miarda-minst post mortem hemorrhage, a mimitos she was a corpse. 

L e e dose of ergot-say half a drachm- ; Should tins hastily written article prpvo 
,bould bo prescribed, and repeated accord- ; of the smallest advantage to the profession, 
inc-to the urgency of tho ca-c, while brandy and through it to humanity, the author w ill 
and water are frequently partaken of. A j esteem himself amply compensated for his 

plug immersed in cold water— if snow or labor, 
r . . , , • t u t.~ 12th April, 18.)0. 


J9 


ico cannot be obtained, which would be 
preferable— should be applied and pushed 
high up, whilst cold water or snow is forci- 
bly dashed upon tho naked abdomen, and 
frictions made, &c. These measures, en- 
ergetically enforced, will be found in the 
great majority of instances, to bo quite 
successful. But when tho hemorrhage oc- 
curs about the sixth or seventh month, it . 

will seldom be necessary to have recourse sen( j the following case for insertion in 
to version, for the foetus is usually expelled j t i, c Lancet, if you deem it of sufficient iu- 
by the natural powers ; neither is the flood- ! torest. 1 do this for the purpose of show- 
ing so great as at a later period, while j mg that the successful result of Dr. Bry- 

therc is more tone in the system, tho blood an ’ s c aso was owing more to tho mechanical 
■ « 1 1*1 / f C I — * « aaII « fT irilniT lit? flip in- 


[For the Lane* 4 (tootle ) 

Erysipelatous Inflammation of the 
Throat. 

Dn. Nelson : — Having road an artioW*' 7 
in your first No., on ‘‘Nitrate of Silver ill 
Croup,” reported by Dr. J. Bryin, in the 
Phil. Med. Examiner,! am induoed.to 




vessels much less depressed 

I do not think astringents should he 
employed, as they can scarcely bo sufficient- 
ly prompt in their effects, and may subse- 
quently prove injurious. It would be well, 
as a most useful Btiinulant by which to 
* V_afouso the energies of the system, to apply 
sihapism extending from the shoulders to 
' the loins. Whilst other means are being 

employed, Galvanism may bo tried ; but 
transfusion, under the best circumstances, 
can be of but little benefit— the blood es- 
caping in a much larger proportion than 
can bo introduced, while most valuable 
time is lost in the attempt, and the practi- 
tioner’s attention is withdrawn, in some 
measure, from more powerful means. The 
medical attendant should not absent him 
self from the bedside for a moment, until 
all seems safe ; and even then he should be 
at hand, for, from one instant to another, 
there may bo a return of all the evil. 1 
am skeptical with regard to the utility of 


aid (if I may so call it) afforded by the in- 
troduction of tho spongo and whalebone, 
thereby dislodging the thick, tenacious 
mucous, than to any therapeutic effects of 
the nitrate of silver. 

In tho winter of 1842, when that fearful 
Erysipelatous epidemic, commonly called 
“ Throat-ail ,” pervaded with such dread- 
ful fatality throughout this northern sec- 
tion, I was residing in Addison, Vt. One 
evening 1 was called by Air. E., of that 
place, to visit his infant son, about ten 
months old, who, he said, was takon with 
the “throat-ail.” On arriving at tho house, 
I found the little fellow laboring under tho 
severest symptoms of croup. I ordered 
calomel and pulv. Sanguinaria, of each 2 
grs., repeated every hour, until catharsis 
took placo ; a small blister applied over 
tho top of tho sternum, and flannel cloths 
wrung in hot water to bo wrapped around 
his neck. This was about six o’clock P. 
M., and having urgent business, 1 had 
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to leave. At two, next morning, 1 war 1 about breathing its last. Conscious, bowov- 
•gtin hastily summoned by Mr. E., saying or, that if the phlegm could be dislodged, it 
bis child was ‘‘choking to death.” I found would be saved, I took the child from its 
him laboring extremely for breath, every mother’s arms, and against her remon- 
> inspiration being accompanied with the 1 strances and entreaties, again thrust tbo 

- .i shrill, braxen whistle, peculiar to the disease, quill far down its throat, and rolling it be- 
Vomiting had been induced by the sanguin- tween my fingers several times, drew it forth 
aria, and the bowels moved by the calomel, with nearly two ounces of the tongbest and 
hut no relief obtained. Small shreds, of a most tenacious mucus I evor saw, inter- 
membranous character had been thrown ( mixed with portions of memhrano. It was 
up, hut still tho rattling in the throat, and so thick and elastic that it fell from tbo - 
laborous breathing evinced an accumulation quill, and quivered like the white of an egg, 
of very tough phlegm which, unless dislodg- as it lay on the floor. A loud cry and full 
ed, would shortly destroy life. {and free respiration followed, attesting the 

I again resorted to a liberal use of san- , success of the experiment, and the safety of 
guinaria and full vomiting was quickly pro- ' the child. It soon fell into a quiet sleep, 
doced, but to my disappointment, no mu- and convalescence followed immediately. — 
cus was discharged, and the symptoms re- { Since then, I have nsed it several times with 
Mai&ed unrelieved. Something must be like success, and I am persuaded many 
flono immediately or the little sufferer must children may bo saved by the timely nse of 
perish. The phlegm was raised up in sight, J some such mechanical aid when other means 
but could not be discharged by bis own ef- fail. 1 would hero observe, let no one bo 
forts, owing to its extreme tenacity. I deterred from a repetition of the trial by 
called for some sharp vinegar, and adding the struggles of the infant, for no harm can 
equal parts of molasses, simmered it together, possibly occur, if a proper degree of caution 
then taking the barbed end of a goose quill, he observed in its introduction. 


1 dipped it in tho mixture and passed it j Yours truly, 

far down the larynx and quickly rolling the D. C. GOOD ALE, M. D. 

quill between my thumb and fingers, with- Adirondack, N. Y., March 1, 1850. 
drew it, with a spoonful of thick, ropy mu- iron).. Luwuh aumaT 

cus adhering to it. Partial relief followed Inoculation With Animal Matter. 

this and I as enoouraged to try it again, al- 

though my little patient was nearly strang- by chas. h. cleateland, h. d. JTi 

led by tho first operation. Waitings quar- v 

- . \ j Messrs. Editor* : 

ter of an hour, the quill was again inserted, 

, ..i v« i . . . J I am disposed to occupy a few momenta, 

and with like success, a large quantity of * * 

thesamo tough, stringy phlegm being drawn ,n fl,rlmhln S ° { th ° No *™*“* 

out by the quill. 1 now supposed tho child La " CET ’ wilh 8 U ‘ Ua of P crB0Bal el P e ; 
would be relieved, from the large quantity rleBC0 ' 

of mucus that had been dislodged ; but to About tbe ° f Iast February, 

my alarm, his breathing was still bard, and wbil ° ia ,hc cn j°r mcnt ° f excellent health 
with a crowing sound, showing more mucus 1 w “ “ kcd b * a noar neighbor to look at . 
was still retained. The parents wore now ralaab, ° m "« of " bicb he thou g bt 
so much alarmed as to object to my further must bo d J ia «> “ shc T£t y * ick » nd “ 
attempts, and indeed the appearance of the 8 vcr * uau8ulJ ,a T 1 at oncfl sU PP« d 10 
child was frightful enough ; with its he«d k “ aUblo > and a “event’s observation led 
thrown back, gasping for breath, and face rje to oonclude sbe was on the moment of 
purple from suffocation, it was evidently foaling. The owner and bis hostleT both 
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denied the possibility of such being tho fact, hsd now progressed eight days, snd was »f- 
I, however, chose to bo guided by the advice footing the general Bystem somewhat, as 

of my former teacher, Prof. Crosby, of was shown by a feeling of fretfulness, and 
Dartmouth, who used frequently to tell his j general lassitude, together with rigors, and 
students, “In all things trust not too much a crawling sensation in the muscles, a gea- 


to others, but sec with your own eyes, feel 
with your own hands and judge with your 
own judgment.’* Acting on it, I felt with 
my own hand, and very shortly drew forth 
a two-thirds grown colt, which had com- 
menced to decompose. 

I gave a few directions for the proper 
care of the animal, and after but a very 
brief period, carofully washed myself with 
water and soap. As my hand and arm re- 
tained the putrefactive odor, I again wash- 
ed with care, and proceeded about my or- 
dinary business. 

At this time my hand and arm wero en- 
tirely exempt from any abrasion of the skin, 
or any eruption ; but two days afterwards, I 
discovered the arm to be plentifully cover- 
ed with little pimples, which burned and 
smarted in an unusual manner, but as yet 


eral lameness and soreness throughout tbs 
system, but especially in the back, and an 
irritability of the nervos never before felt. — 
Yet all this time thero was no apparent in- 
flammation of the lymphatics, or swelling 
of the axillary glands, as I had anticipated. 

I now took blue pills with the Beidlit* 
powders, and an infusion of the indiginona 
Scull'Cap ; and in place of tho Acct. Sat., 
I dissolved the hydro chlorate of ammonia 
in tho cold water, and kept my arm con- 
stantly enveloped in cloths frequently wet 
in the solution, snd changed as often as they 
became warm. Whenever the arm waa 
allowed to remain uncovered for hut a very 
short time, it felt as a severe burn does 
when held near a fire. About the twelfth 
! or thirteenth day tho arm became softened, 
and that day and the next, I was able to 


I had no suspicion of the true cause of ; press from each swelling, cores which had 
them. The next day these eruptions were . been sloughed and around which pus had 
enlarged and more painful, and I then re- collected in considerable quantities. The 
collected the exposure I had been subject arm was much decomposed and boggy from 
to, and viewing tho poison as an animal the elbow to the wrist, but soon healed up, 
ferment, I applied cloths wet with strong loaving only a discoloration and hardness 


aqua 


ammonia until voscication was produ- under the skin. 


ced on the apex of each eruptive point.- 
Then I could see what appeared to ho 


Now, six weeks from the first attaek, 
my arm is nearly well and my general 


dead gland in the centre of each, the glands health nearly restored, but still, any littls 
ranging from the size of a head to the sizo j scratch or rupture of the akin will fester 
of a pea. I now wrapped up my arm in and remain a long time unhealed, 
cloths wrung out in cold water in whioh j In two weeks’ time 1 lost fourteen pounds 
acetate of lead had been dissolved to tho of fleBh. 

point of saturation, and changed the appli- ] 1 have given the history of this case that 

cation every hour or two. Seeing that this it may be a caution to members of the pro- 
oonrse of treatment did not arrest the dis- ; fession not to practice the obstetric art up- 


ease, 1 took of ScidliU powders a sufficient 
quantity to produce free catharsis, and after 
consulting with several members of the pro- 
fession, who advised no change of treat- 
ment, and spoke in no very encouraging 
terms in regard to the final result, I con- 
cluded to try other remedies. The disease 


on the lower animals ; but mainly to add 
my mite to the little that is to be found re- 
corded respecting the treatment of diseases 
produoed by innoculation with animal mat- 
ter, while undergoing spontaneous decompo- 
sition, and at the present time I beg to be 
exeuied from all theorization respecting the 
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-pvoximate cause of this class of diseases. 

This case has another claim upon my at- 
tention than the simple one that I was the 
sufferer. A neighbor but a few years 
since died from a cause similar to the one 
which affected mo, and I pursued a course 
very unlike the one which was adopted in 
tho other. Perhaps that may be detailed 
at a future time. 

•» Waterbury, Vt., April 20, 1800. 

iFor the Lancet and Gazette. ) 

Insomnolenec in a Case of Scarlatina) 
treated with Camphor. 

BY TETER L. HOYT, M. D. 

L S., a girl of eleven years, was attacked 
March 14, 1850, with Scarlet Fever. — 
The second night from tho commencement 
of tho disease she became delirious and 
sleepless, which state continued for three 
days. The delirium- was for some part of 
the time very violent, so much so as to need 
restraint to keep her in the bed. Skin very 
hot, feet and bands purple and considera- 
bly swollen, pulse very quick, tongue and 
lips parched and cracked, the lips covered 
with a dark crust and the tongue raw and 
Heeding. After having used opium and hy- 
oseiamus without producing the least drows- 
iness, (the former evidently increasing the 
delirium) I was advised by a medical friend 
to give camphor,cojnbincd with the infusion 
of hops and sulph. other, as recommended by 
Kaspail in tho treatment of Insomnolcnce 
in the Grst stages of Insanity. 

Accordingly, I prescribed camphor, 2 
grs., to ho washed down with a wine glass 
full of the infusion of hops, to which 10 
drops of sulph. ether were added. In less 
than an hour after taking the Grst dose, my 
patient was in a sound sleep, which lasted 
for about eight hours. 

She waked nearly rational and very 
much refreshed. I continued tho prescrip- 
tion morujug and evening, for three or four 
days, Which was very sorvicable in allaying : 


the extreme nervous irritability, which is 
so destroying in severe cases of this dis- 
ease. 

Wentworth, N. H., May 3d, 1850. 

[Forth* Northern Lancet and Gazette.) 

Case of Polypus of the Uterus success- 
fully removed by Ligature. 

Br BOSWELL BATES, M. D., FORT CO VI NO TOW. 

To the Editors or the 

Northern Lancet : 

Gentlemen : — Should you think the 
following communication entitled to the 
honor of public perusal, please give it a 
place in the pages of the Northern Lancet 
und Gazette- 

Y our most ob’t serv’t, 

GEO. HOWE. 

Chateaugay, April 10th, 1850. 

Mrs. C— — , of an adjoining town, aged 
48, and mother of four children, the young- 
est of which is 9 years old, consulted mo 
in Sopt. 1849, on account of uterine diffi- 
culty. She was nervous, countenance pale, 
had frequent sanguinous discharges from 
tho uterus, and had for eight years more or 
less leucorrhcca. Her health had suf- 
fered so much, that she was unfit for any ex- 
ertion. She had for some time been under 
tho caro of a medical gentlemen, who had 
treated her, she said, “for falling down of 
the womb, without giving her any relief.” 
On examination, I found a large, firm, in- 
sensible tumor, filling the entire vagina ; 
its pedicle, about the thickness of two fin- 
gers, could bo distinctly felt projecting at 
the os uteri. 

I informed her of the nature of her com- 
plaint, of the only course of treatment, and 
urged her to submit to tho operation. But 
iiho declined, “fearing,” she said, “that she 
oould not eDdnrc it.” So I saw her occa- 
sionally, till F obruary following, when she 
became willing, nay, anxious, to have it re- 
moved. 

1 requested that my fi iend, Dr. Bates, of 
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Fort Covington, should superintend the op- 
eration. Accordingly, on the 15th of Feb- 
ruary, 1850, he proceeded in the presence 
of several medical gentlemen to the opera- 
tion. 

The patient was placed on the left Bide, 
the breech near the edge of the bed and the 
thighs drawn np to the abdomen. The in- 
itrnment, perforated at both extremities 
and armed with a strong ligature, was guid- 
ed along the finger, until it reached the 
neck of the polypus. This was accomplish- 
ed with little difficulty. The loop was then 
carried up, and tho ends drawn down, and 
having ascertained by passing the lingor 
around the pedicle, that no part of the ute- 
rus was included, the ligature was gradual- 
ly but firmly tightened, and the ends se- 
cured to that end of the instrument which 
passed out externally. Very little blood 
was lost during the operation, and the pa- 
tient bore it admirably. 

On tho 16tli, 1 found some tenderness of 
the abdomen, pulse 100, soft ; bladder dis- 
tended ; ordered fomentations to the abdo- 
men, cncmata, cathetcrismus. 

17th. Fovor ; pulse 110 ; tongue coated. 
Seidlitx powders, fomentations, continued ; 
rest ; introduced catheter, tightened liga- 
ture ; glyster. 

18th. Ligature again tightened; fetor; 
pulsc'90 ; bowels moved last night ; dis- 
charge from the vagina ; vaginal injection. 

20th. Ligaturo again tightened ; abdo- 
men loss tense ; had micturated ; more 
abundaut discharge ; night perspiration; 
symptoms improving ; and I may say, tho 
caso progrossing favorably. 

The ligature now was daily tightened, 
until the 24th, the 9th day from tho opera- 
tion, when 1 found, on examination, that our 
object was accomplished. Tho ligature 
now came away. Tho polypus, from its 
size, could not be readily taken bold of; 
-but, however, Isucccdod in turning it, and 
sowing it by the neck, extracted it. It ex- 
hibited, when cut into, a dense, white, 


fibrous substance, and weighed 1 1 ounces. 

The above arc the most prominent symp- 
toms that occurred. 

I have thought it unnecessary to make a 
a longer detail of the treatment, as it was 
attended with a fortunate result. 

The sanguineus discharge ceased in a 
few days ; but there continaed for two or 
three weeks, a moderate lcucorrhcea From 
this time she gained her health very 
rapidly, and is now well, and able to attend 
to her domestic avocations. 

(For the L«nc«t <fc Gatcue. ) 

Case of Cong' 'tal Extension of Cere- 
bram, --Spontaneous Recovery. 

BT LEVI 8LU8SCR, M. n. 

Mrs. P., set. 19, primipara, of louoo- 
phlcgmatie habit was delivered, 28th Nov. 
last, by a midwife, of a femalo child, which, 
on washing was observed to present upon 
its head, an unnatural protnbcranco. The 
parents, nlarmcd at its appearance, sent for 
me, and upon examination, I found an ex- 
tension of cerebral substance ns large as 
half a hen’s egg, occupying a central por- 
tion of the right parietal bone. Both fon- 
tanels were open, and entirely disconnected 
with the tumor. The child had evidently 
attained its full period of utcro -gestation, 
as it was fully devclopod in all its parts with 
the exception of this deficiency, and gave 
vigorous signs of health. The presentation 
was represented to be cephalic and tho la- 
bor easy. 

Tho boundary of the tumor could easily 
be traced in tho corrugated margin of the 
bone. It was soft and without fluctuation. 
Pressure upon the mass, long continued, ap- 
peared to excite symptoms of convulsions. 
At a loss what course to adopt for the man- 
agement of so anomalous a case, 1 decided, 
upon reflection, to treat it in acccordanos 
with the Homoeopathic motto, “ si mi Ha , ji- 
milibut, curantur,” that is, having been 
producod by nature, whatever could bs 
successfully done for its restoration must b« 
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effected by the same agent. Accordingly, 
the pis medieatrix nalurte was prescribed. 

The mother was attacked a few days af- 
terconfinement, with puerperal fever. Her 
convalescence was tedious, and being una- 
ble to supply sufficient nourishment for the 
support of the child, it was fed by hand. — 
As a consequence of improper nursing, it 
suffered considerably from gastro-intestinal 
trouble. This being corrected by the ex- 
hibition of proper remedial agents, the child 
•improved in appearance daily, and was soon 
in a thriving condition. 

At the end of a fortnight, 1 could per- 
ceive no change in the site of the tumor. 
During the third week, however, as thechild 
improved in health, there was an evident 
decrease. Bony matter continued to be 
thrown out until there was a complete nn- 
ion of the parictics ; whero the tumor was, 
is now a callous ridge, firm and distinctly 
elevated, though being now covered with 
hair, and not perceptible, except by manu- 
al examination. The child is healthy, and 
gives every indication of being perfectly 
rational, a consummation that many doubt- 
ed. 

Canal Fulton, Ohio, April 1850. 

The Insane. — Of all tho unfortunate 
who come beneath our notice those who 
have lost their reason, who wander about in 
mental darkness, are moat deeply afflicted ; 
on such the hand of a mysterious Provi- 
dence seems most heavily to rest. They 
have therefore the strongest claims on the 
sympathies of those who have it in their 
power to ameliorate their condition. 

We see it stated in an cxchango that 
Miss Dix, the distinguished philanthropist, 
in a memorial to Congress, by which she 
asks a grant of land for the benefit of the 
insane in our country, shows that in the 
New England States tho proportion of the 
insane to the whole population, is about one 
in 600 ; in the Middle States it is one in 
000 ; and that in tho W estern States it is 
one in 1300. The worst state is Rhode 
Island, where there is one to every 503 : 
and the best, South Carolina, where there 
is one to every 6,158. In some of these 
States there is comparatively excellent 
provision for the insane ; but in others lit- 
tle or nothing has been done. — Argus. 


NORTHERN LANCET, 

AND 

GAZETTE OF LEGAL M EDICINE. 

Plattsburgh, May, 1850. 

“TRUTH WITHOUT FEAR." 

All article* in this department, for which the writer 
only become* responsible, will be deeifneted aa follow*; 

PaAMCie J. D’Aticmom, * 
Hoaxes Nsliom, f 

To our Readers. 

Owing to the length of the Medical Ev- 
idence elicited in the trial of Professor 
Webster, as also the Prisoner’s and tho 
Judge’s Addresses, and for the accommo- 
dation of onr Correspondents, wo have 
omitted our fifth Essay on Anatomy, and 
several papers prepared for this number. — 
The evidence in this trial is of the moat 
lively interest, and demonstrates what may 
be satisfactorily obtained by a proper course 
and a well directed train of reasoning. — 
The medical witnesses have without a sem- 
blance of a doubt demonstrated that the re- 
mains found in the laboratory of the Medi- 
cal College, wore those of a man whose ago 
and “physical measurements” correspond- 
ed with those of Dr. Parkman. But are 
they the remains of that unfortunate man ? 
or is he not a wanderer through the land, a 
victim to mental hallucination ? f ' 

Dislocations and Fractures. 

We have a few days since, procured one 
of Jarvis’s Adjusters, an apparatus, 
wherewith all and every species of disloca- 
tion and fractures can be readily reduced 
and adjusted by the surgeon, without any 
foreign assistance. It would be useless for ns 
to say anything commendatory of this very 
ingenious and satisfactory instrument ; the 
invention has already secured the approval 
of the most distinguished surgeons in Eu- 
rope and America, and it is deeply to he 
regretted that au instrument so admirably 
calculated to remedy this numerous class of 
accidents, should not bo in tho hands of 
every practicing physician, who at a mo- 
ment's wanting is summoned to the assist. 
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adm of some patient, and must have re- 
course to the “good old way” of oloths, 
bandages, splints and stuffing. The appli- 
cation of the instrument must always be 
successful, and effectually present the oc- 
currence of those unfortunate results, the 
diagraoe of the profession, a crooked limb, 
the sheriff, and a law-suit, with its concom- 
itants. 

Mr. Bagley, the agent, has informed us 
that ours is the only one he has disposed of, 
North of Troy. Should any of our friends 
wish to examino it, and to sec its applica- 
tion, they may do so by calling at the of- 
fice of the Lancet. f 

Medical Jurisprudence. 

The interest which our Medioo-Legal 
Department, is exciting among profession- 
al men, and the advantage which might 
arise from its careful direction, have pre- 
vailed upon us to entrust it to our brothor, 
Mr. Akthont C. Nelson, who also be- 
comes connected with the general arrang- 
ment of the Lancet. 

The publication of Prof. Thomson’s 
Lectures on Medical Jurisprudence, will be 
resumed in our next, under Mr. N.’s su- 
pervision, and will continue to appear, di- 
vested of such matter as is not practically 
useful to the American reader, and adapted 
to the peculiarities of our legislative and ju- 
dicial systems. f 

LU'e and Health Insurance. 

A reference to our advertising depart- 
ment, wiU show that an Agency for the 
Hartford Life and Health Insurance 
Companv, has been opened at this office. — 
We cannot say more in commendation of 
the objects and benefits of this Institution, 
thsn to quote from the Hartford Daily 
Timet, which, notwithstanding strong polit- 
ical antipathies to corporate bodies in gen- 
eral, speaks of it in the following high 
terms - 

“The Legislature, in granting its char- 
ter, carefully guarded the interest s of 
of those t oho are insured by it. It demand- 
ed a solid capital of one hundred thousand 


dollars, and the sum was raised and placod 

upon interest before a policy was issued. 1 

The managers of the company are among 
our most respectable and responsible citi- 
zens. They arc men who exercise the ut- 
most care in the discharge of their duties, 
and are determined to do a safe and respec- 
table business. They insure on the mutual 
plan, if that plan is preferred by the insur- 
ed. But tho joint stock plan is preferred 
by most of the applicants. Policies under 
this head aro issued at the rate of 331 per 
cent, less than under the mutual system .— l 
I t has another advantage, viz : it requires 
no note which may be at a late day, a 
source of embarrassment to tho insured. — 
On tho whole, we look upon this company 
as not only one of the most pi ospcrous,but 
one of the very best in the connrty. 

Our Portrait Gallery. 

The reader will remark the omission of 
the Portrait and Biography in this number. 
We are reluctantly compelled to say, that 
some irregularity will attend their future 
publication. For tho present, we are at a 
stand for want of ^subjecta.’’ We have 
addressed letters to several members of the 
medical and legal professions, in and out of 
tho counties of Clinton and Essex ; in a 
few Instances we have been favored with 
answers, while the majority have made no 
acknowledgements of our letters. 

Poisoning with Pic Plant. 

We regret to learn that the family of Col. 
C. D. Barton, of Kecscville, were poison- 
ed on the Dth inst, by eating greens made 
from the leaves of the Hheurnrhaponticum , 
common rhubarb, or pic-plant. Soon after 
dinner, the whole family wero taken alarm- 
ingly aiek, and our medical friends were 
immediately called in, and notwithstanding 
the application of proper remedies, the 
waiting maid died the next day. Col. 
Barton and the remainder of the family 
have happily recovered, though they all 
were for some hours in a very precarious 
state. 

An after-death examination of the body 
of the deceased servant was made by the 
attending physicians, and we trnst that soma 
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of the gentlemen will favor us with a report withia or without the verge of the anus, of 
of the symptoms and mode of treatment, as si S nal benefit. The remedy is very simple 
well as of the appearances presented by the ** well worthy of a fair trial. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 

We have rooeived a letter from “Read- 


examination. | ® f . John B. Gazzo, Thibodaux, Louisi- 

We would take the liberty of advising i**- We h f ve forwardcd you the back 

our friends, the ladies, to bo extremely j : “ Um1>CrS ’ also dircctcd N< f «? *» «"* 
.. , | . , . tlcmen whose names you enclosed. Tliauks 

cautious how they mako use of tho pie-plant : . . . , J _ . 

, r ^ A t i for 3 'our good wishes and influence, 

for culinary purposes. I te use is always _r J? 

, j ..t , .I. Drs. Goodale, of Adirondack, ana Ter- 

attended with some danger. And strange I ’ \ 

as it may appear to many persons, the */’. °™"’ *31 accept our thanks for 
stock may bo harmless, while the loaves ? Mt l k, " d procuring subscribe!* 

.i t j , , , for the Lancet. Would not some of our 

are, as they have proved themselves to be, , ... 

* , 1 . . „ . , , . . other patrons follow their example ? 

in the above case, extremely deleterious. ... 1 . , , , _ * 

Wo are indebted to Dr. 1 Juntos, of 

To Readers and Correspondents. Hydepark, for several subscriptions since 
our last number. 

We have rooeived a letter from “Read- “Eeculapius,” Iftica, New York, is un- 
ers,” purporting to be a defence of Horace- dor consideration. 

opathy, in answer to the excellent commu- Dr. Goodale, wc have ordered some 
nicatiou of “M-,” published in our last vaccine virus. The moment it cornea to 
number. The writer may ho Homoeopathic hand, some will be forwarded to you. 
is his practice, but hcisawfuUy Allopathic Letters have been roccivcd from Dr. W. 
in his writing. The plentiful sprinkling of M. Bass, Middlebury, Vt. ; M. Codman, 
commas and periods, the total obseneo of P. M., Potteraville, N. Y. f C. H. Brad- 
any other signs ot punctuation, and a yaao-Uhaw, P. M., Montpelier; Dr. J. E. Dori- 
tum lufficit of grammatical errors in a letter Jon, Rouse’s Point, N. Y. ; Dr. P. O. Las- 
of four pages, would require, before it could siserage, St. Leon, C. E. ; Dr. W. H. 
“find a plaoc among the articles of merit,” Rockwell, Brattlcboro, Vt. ; Dr. A. Brad- 
more than a modest share of corrections. — ford, Vcrgennes, Vt. ; Dr. P. L. Hoyt, 
Does the writer not know, that communi- Wentworth, N. If. ; Dr. N. Swift, Ben- 
cations are never published without the nington, Vt. , Dr. L. C. Butler, Essex, 
author’s name being enclosed in a private Vt. ; Dr. S.P. Tessier, Gerard, Ga. ; Drs. 
note to us, and that wo insert papers onli Clak & Rublee, Montpelier, Vt. ; Dr. A. 
that are properly authenticated ? “Read- Hunton, Hydepark, Vt. ; M. Conant, Esq. 
ers’ ” letter will be committed to Davy Malone, N. Y. ; Dr. L. Slusser, Canal 
Jana’ locker, unless he complies with our Fulton. Ohio ; Dr. D. C. Goodale, Adi- 
regulations within a few days. rondaek, N. Y.; Dr. G. S. Slayton, Upper 

Communications from “JuvENis,”Stowe, ^ ’ Gr> W. Dctmold, N. Y.; 

Vt; Dr. Chesnet, Potsdam, N. Y. ; G. C. I Prof ' G ' S Bedford > N - * -i Dr. A. Hen- 
8., Essex Co., N. Y., will appear in onr| drick > ^st Poultney, Vt; Dr. J. D. 
nex t. | Whecloek, Stowe, Vt; Dr. J. R. Day, 

*.* Communications are always insorted Pa ' De3T ‘** c i ^ > b>r. J. Spaulding, Mont- 
in the order inwhioh they are received. jpolior, Vt.; Dr. F. A. Johnston, Irasburgb, 
Dr. Ariel Hl-nton, an old and muchl Vt ” G Br *“ an > Syracuse, N. 
esteemed physician of Hydepark, Vermont, ^ ’ Br ‘ B Arnold, N cw k ork ; Dr. J. B. 
writes us that in the treatment of He-| C ‘ Gazzo, Thibodaux, La.jDr. A. Nelson, 

morrhoids, he has found tho solution of ^ ontrca *- 

“Rhus Copalinus,” applied with a feather. Nothing humbler than ambition when it 
or camel hair pencil to the tumors, whether, is about to climb. 
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LECTURES 

ON 

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

DELIVERED AT 
the university or London. 
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Not* by the Editor. — The raatlor which 
io these lectures, will be found within brack* 
eta, as well as the several notes and references 
appended, are by the Editor, who ia alone re- 
sponsible for what may be thus published. 

It will be, likewise, borne in mind that im- 
provements in the typographical department 
rf the “ Lancet/’ obviate the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of the proposed abridgement of these 
Lectures. 


Lectors VI. 

Further Remarks on Proceedings in the Coro- 
ner's Court . — [Coroners in the State of 
New- York ; their T enure of Office. — F orm 
oj (Jith for Jurymen.— Coroner's Power to 
issue Subpanas. — Proceedings at Inquests.— 
General Form of an Inquisition. — Appre- 
hension of suspected Persons , and Warrant. 
— Forms of Eliminations of Witnesses . — 
Disposition of the property found on deceased 
Persons . — Compensation of Coroners . — In- 
quests in Vermont. — Insufficiency of the Low 
in that State. — Objections to Justices of the 
Peace as Coroners. — Decisions affecting Co- 
roners, in Georgia anti South Carolina.] — 
Compulsion of Medical Witnesses to attend 
and give Evidence . — [Secret Inquests; their 
Illegality considered.— Difference between the 
Jurisdiction of Grand-Juries and Coroner*' 
Courts. — Dinger of prioate Inquisitions .] 

Gentlemen : — In every instance of death 
suipeoted to have occurred not by the visita- 
tion of God, the coroner may demand en- 
trance into any house, except into the royal 


palace, where he has no power, unless be ho 
also coroner of the verge. 

[ By the common law, the powers and duties 
of a ooroner are both judicial and ministerial. 

His judicial authority relates to inquiries into 
cases of sudden deaths, by a jury of inquest 
super visum corporis , & c. , and also to inquiries 
concerning shipwrecks and treasure trove. In 
his ministerial oapacity, a ooroner is merely 
a substitute for the sheriff ; as. where the sher- 
iff ‘r & party, &c. (a) Here, howorer, wo are 
called upon to examine into such of the Am- 
erican Statutes and authorities as are at hand, 
for details relating to the discharge of those 
duties by coroners, which have a medico-legal 
complexion, only. 

la the state of New- York, it is enacted that 
there shall be one coroner for tho eity and 
county of New- York, and four for every other 
county, (6) whose term of office ex‘ends to 
three years, (O and who are to be choecu at 
the general < lection held on tho Tuesday suc- 
ceeding the first Monday of November in ev- 
ery year, (d) A coroner must reside within 
the county or city in which the duties of his 
office are by law required to bo executed ; (*) 
his name, like that of every other county offi- 
cer, is registered by the Secretary of State ; 
if) and he is not to practice as a. counsellor, 
solicitor, or attorney, in any court of law or 
equity, (g) In the case of his absence from 
the city or county of Now- York, or his inabil- 
ity to attend from tdokness or any other cause, 
any alderman, or special justice, may perform % 

(u) See, among other oases reported, Giles v. 
Brown, 1 Rep. Const. Ct. of So. Carolina, 230; 
Richardson c. Croft, 1 Bailey’s S.C. Rep. 264; 
Paddock v Cameron, 8 Cowan's N Y. Rep. 212 ; 

-also, the Revised Statutes of Now- York, vol i, 
p. 435. 8G9 ; vol. ii. p. 538 621 ; vol. iii, p- 772. 

(6) Rev. Stat. vol. i, p 9U. 

(e) Id. vol. iii, Const, Art. x. rcc. 

(J) Id. vol. iii, p 452. («) Id. vol. i, p- 103. 

If) Id. vol, iii, p- 46 3. 

(g) Id. vol. i, p. 112- 
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hi* duties. (A) A c T.-ner *h<mld address his , Mnd{truly oh*** rve i*nd krejv on jour j orta. 
imigr.otiin to the Governor of the state, (») help joj GmI. ’ 

who is au’l.orised lo remove him, giving h m, The coroner has po-ver to iiwne ?ub|ccnas 
however, a copy of all the chargee preferred \ for wPacsaea, returnable forthwith, or at such 
against him, and affording him oj-j o.-tunity of time as he may appoint : and i t{ii* Mr <*ulj fa 
living heard in hie defence, (j) Ilia vacancy «ause a surgeon or physician to be au| oqmnhI 
ia- to be supplied at the general eketion no** to appear aa * * Knees on the ii caveat (q) 
irrccecding Ufa rengraii nor removal, or if Witnesses ao subj ocuacd, are Liable to all the 
not then, at a ipeciul election, or. again, by r ena l l * c ^ °**» ®od lltcir attendance may be id* 
p: ovieion of the l^git lit urc (A) forced aa in. juv ices' court*. 3u’ fpemi**, 

Whenever a coroner receive* notice tW ltUc,,B1,nto - “ nd «">»*<»>«■ mrrto be' i»«ue dl 
any perron has been slain, « Las suddenly in the fllm * n,a, ‘ n " «• in «»»<* (** 

died, or been dangerously wounded, or been The jmry's flr.t proceeding i» the iapectfoor 
found dead under Mich circumstances as no person dead, or wounded ; then, aft»r 

require an inquisition, it ia his du’y to goto heuriog testimony, they ore to deliver <o?Le 
She fdaoe nhere eudi p,rson may hr ; (/) but, Cl,riintr *l*eir inquisition in writing signed by 
in tbo case of the death of a convict in any l * lfm : >n which they most ata'e all the cir- 
prisoD, he is to act only upon receiving this l unr,it * TIC,e »’*ending sech death, rr wen n i- 
aetico firm tl.e insptc’or, warden, physician, in g. »t»J »!>« were guiliy either as principal 
*r chap'.. its .# that prison, (m) He is, then, ' r •'<* i» wl.at manner {/) We 

to summon aut less than nine, nor mote than 8 ' ve ’ llle present, the general form u r ars 
fifteen persons qualified by law to ter re as ‘rqui-iuon, and shnll offer special forms, am 
jurors, and not exempt from such aervioe, to < *' tl tri, '*d “P«» in subsequent lectures may 
appear before him forthwith, at such, place as "I®”' ,, <1 "* **J M »• 11 remark here, ao 
Le may name, to make inquisition concerning "P° lll W fen the insertion etf these forms, 
such death, or wounding, (a) Whenever six ,h “* ti>fJ * rc “"peHant, for we find an Iln- 
ur more of the jut ore a ( pcar, (o) the fofrtrw- s '‘* h cat * " hM * in * coroner’s inqueet was 
ing oa’h is to be ed ministered to the foremao of cerUin informalities in 

of the inquest : (p) 1 be drawing-up of the inquisition, such, f,*r 

“You swear that you will well and truly in- ‘T 08 ,’ V DOt ' ot,iD S furth the « no > d fl P J. 

quire how, and in what manner, and when ' omiU,fT S that it caused the dca»h of thw 

and where, tbo person lying here [or, as the deceased, (u) 

fskn moo Has 1 ....... *_ 1 !. J 

4 Su*« of Ntw-Yerk, ) 

Ce-iuty, J * * 

An inqni i'ion indented and taken f*r tli«* 
p<ople ol the state of New- York at tfc e hwi*e- 
of M. S , in the town of , in the raid 

county of , on the day »# 

A D. If? . lefive me G BL , one of lie tore- 

nera in and for the said county. v^«q the viet 
„ — .a «. BOUM- of the body of » female infant, then arArher* 

1 W8:w ~ lying dead, upon ike oath* A B , E F. , 

‘ The tame oath which A R tho 'n J* ’ *“ • *“? • P'*>d and lawful met, nftko 

of this Inquest, hath on hi. p.rt taken ». „ i f " ld ?.!° U, ''? du1 / !* e,n <»'n‘l’.'>re. 


ease maybe,] oome to his'dsath.' Is,- was 
wounded. ] and who such person was, and in- 
to all the cireuniatanoes attending such death 
lor, wounding, ] and by whom tka same wtm 
Itrndnoed, sn.l that }im will male a mte in- 
<l r rl“ U i °? ,llr,Tur ’ according to the evidence 
. Oered fit you, nr ans.ng from the inspe«i,it 
or the holy. So help you Gol. ” 

The other juror, are then to be sworn as f„I- of the body of a female infant. .k««~i,h.™ 



e W ‘ M - 
(j») 1 no various forms inberted with nur ra- 
murko. arc taken 1 1 

Unt ,”2 


(y) Rev. Utr. vol i», j .827. 

(O Mid- Seealao. us t.i powers of comneva 

.slim Cbaals < ' * «ll\ * 


z'vrj"r It ae,v ‘ ,:r >• ^ 

i rite .I , d l ,|u ; !c MJOh coristructiun up- (.,) See the New Clerk’s 2d esl 

tnc statute, ae.iu obviate the in r<r*ity ol u it) Rev Sis. V „1 ii. p go;. 

*' “ :i i’t' liri' us. K c Clerk, I N.tfkod’s il-p :tTI. 
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found lying entirely naked and dead, in a ob- 
tain enclosure of A B , in tho town of 
aforesaid, near the public highway, known as 
the , on the day of , Ao ; that the 
raid female infant, when so fonn i as aforesaid, 
appeared, Ac , [ here, state the appearance of 
the body, and whether there were marks of 
violence, or otherwise ] ; that,the'eaid female 
infant was, at the time of her death, of the 
age of years, or thereabouts, and that the 
parents or guardians of the said female infant 
are to the jurors unknown; and so the jurors 
aforesaid, upon their oaths as aforesaid, do 
say, that the said female infant came to her 
death as aforesaid, Ao. ; [ state the finding ot 
the jury as to the cause of death ] . 

la witncm whereof, as well the Baid eoro- 
ner, a» the jurors, aforesaid, have to this in 
qiisition set their hands and seals, oa the day 
of this irquisifion, as aforesaid. 

G. H., £t s.] 

Coroner. 

A B. , [i.. s.] 
E F , [i, s ] 
L. M., [l s ] 
Ao. , Ao. ” 


If tho jury fiid that any mUrler, man- 
el aughter, or as-ault, has been committed 
the coroner is required to bin 1 over the wit- 
nesses to appear at the next criminal court to 
be held ia the county, at which an indict- 
ment can be found; and he has the power to 
i*rue process for the apprehension of p;rsons 
charged with any such offences, and to exam- 
ine them, in the same manner as justices of 
the peace, (e) — The following is the general 
form of a warrant to ba issued for an arrest 


44 State of New- York, 
County, 1 


To any c metal/e of the said county, [or, the 
shoriff, constables, and other offi ;er« of the 
peace of the said county, whom these maj 
concern : or, To John Doe, a citixen of the said 
c luniy. ] G /acting : , 

VVlnre.nO P. is chvrgvl, upon the inqui- 
sition of A B , E F. , L M., A >. , Stj. , good 
an 1 Wwful mm of the said amity, indented 
an 1 taken upm their several ottln, before me 
G II , one of the coroner* in and f >r the said 
cmv-y, a f . the hvuoof R S., at, A ». , Ac , 
on, & j , with having feloniously billed and 
murdorel C. D., of, Aj , on, Aj. , at, Ac 
You are, therefore, horeby commanded, in 
the naan of the p tuple of the state of Now- 
York, forthwith to titk * tho Raid O. P. and 
bring him before me, to be dealt with accord- 
ing to law. Hjreoffail not at your peril. 

Given under my hand, this day of 
18 . 


G. II., Coroner. * 


<i/) R?v. Sts vol. ii, p. 828 2 Halo P C. 

52 242 J M A S. 1 


The testimony of all witnesses examined 
before a coroner, is to be reduced to writing, 
and returned by him, with the inquisition and 
all recognisance# and examinations taken by 
him, to the next criminal oourt of record held 
in the oonnty. (tc) — Examinations before a 
coroner 'should be taken after this manner : — 


“ The' People of the State 
of New-York 
vs. 

O. P. 


1 

I 


i 


County, ss: 


Examination of witnesses, taken at the 
house of R, S. , in the town of , in the 
said county, on the day of, Ac. , before G. 
H., one of the coroners in and for the said 
county, in the matter o( a complaint made 
upon the oath of J. D. , against O. P., for fel- 
oniously killing and murdering C D. , on, Ac. , 
at, Ac ; [ or, made against 0. P. , of felonw 
and murder, who is charged, upon the inquisi- 
tion of A. B. , Ao. , with having feloniously 
killed and murdered C. D. , on, Ac , at, Ao ;] 
[ Insert the testimony, in the same manner as 
in cases before justices of the peace. ] 

Ido hereby certify, that the foregoing is a 
correct statement and acoount, of an examin- 
ation taken hy and before me, as above stated, 
and of the testimony of the several witnesses 
produced, sworn, and examined thereupon. 

Given, Ao. " * 

Form of examination before a ooronsr and 


Jjary : 


“ State of New-York, ) 

County, } 

Elimination of witnesses produoed, sworn, 
and examined, on, Ao , at, Ao. , before me, 
G II . one of, Ac. , and A B. , Ao. , good and 
lawful men of the said county, duly sworn up- 
on their oaths to inq’rire into all the cireum- 
stance* attending the death of C. D. [or, per- 
son unknown, } then and there Wing dead, and 
by whom the same was produoed, and in what 
manner, and when and where, the said C. D. 
[or, person unknown ] came to his death : — 
[ Proceed with the testimony. ] 

I do here ly certify, that the foregoing is a 
correot statement and account, of an examin- 
ation taken hr and before me, and the jurore 
aforesaid, at the time and place aforesaid, and 
of the testimony, A s. , [ as in the fpreoeding 
form. ] w 


A coroner is required to deliver orer to the 
eoanty treasurer, all moneys, and other vulu- 
I able things, found with or upon the bodiei of 
I deceased persons; or, when inq tests are held, 

1 if the man be unclaimed by the Irgtl repra- 
, tenlatives of euoh person 3 , within sixty day* 

1 after holding such inquest ; and in default, 

(if? Rev volii, p 82*- sec 8 
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tho trc&iurcr ia directed lo institute the ne- telvcs,” when it ia cigned by the foreman, and 
^ cm ary proceedings to compel fudi delivery, finally delivered to the justice. This inquest 
(,r) TLe trenmn r ia outh'rnefd to cimvcrt is to be returned, together with the “lubetance 
there valuable things into money, ortl place ( of testimony” reduced to writing, to the neat 
the amount to ti c rredit of theemnty ; end if Urra of tho county court; and if it be of a fcl- 
thc legal n j mentativee of the dcccasid pre-'onioua killing, the justice ia requited to bind 
tent their claims within six y«arx, the ex- over the witnesses f»,r their appearance on the 
„pi files of tl c Con ner and county are to he re- trial, or commit them, and tukc means to at- 
tained. (y) Coroners ure entitled to such com- rest the guilty parties. lie ia aleo required to 
pentagon as tbe board of eupervirors of the 'return to the e<*urt, an account of hia fees and 
* county, may audit and allow, for holding in- < xperires, which, after having been audited, ia 
questa, and the necessary incidental expenses, j to be paid by order of the judges, out of the 
\ aftor Laving male state men fa in wrifirg, veri- . state- treasury. 

" a «<* b 7 o»H> or • ffirmation, of all mcneja or) Fiom the above ab.-lract of the Vermont 
other value hip things found by them, and ihe Malute, it nil! be seen that its provision* are 
j . r.t ... very unmti. factory to the medical jurist. In 


*, disputation of the same, (r) 

In the state of Vermont, there is no such 


the fir&t p’ace, coroners hips should have been 


functionary as a coroner; but we find that the 'created independently of any other cilice, ai d 
^duties of that office dcro!ve upon justices of 1 especially of that of justice of the peace; fur 
the peace, (a) When a justice is informed tbe qualification* required in a coroner for the 
tl at the “dead body of any person, supposed proper disci arge of his datire.^sre of a nature 
to have died ty casualty or violence, is found ! which fi w of the many individuals empowered 


t-lying within Lia county,’* he is to issue 
warrant for fummonirg fi tten judicious men 
of tho vicinity,” 14 to inquire into the cause 
and manner of the d< ath of such person, ” and 
twelve jurors, at least, are to bo sworn in 
view of the dead body. He i* invent* d with nil 
requisite powers to issue subpoena?, end com 
pel the attendance of witnesses; and he may 
fine to tho miv unt of 120, a iheriff constable, 


to act a* justices, could justly be expected to 
possess. FeHdts, it is notorious that much of 
the litigation in superior courts, arises from 
irregular proceedings had before petty magie- 
tra’es while the public expenditure will often 
reach an enormous figure, from committals by 
officers who are cither too ignorant to distin- 
gui.-h when a matter may be disposed of at 
their tribunal, or too anxious to swell their 


or juror, who may disregard any of his snm- 1 bills offers. If, then, while cxeeutiag eom- 
•iuone. (It) He is, also, required to “cause pro- parati rely simple duties, in the discharge of 
flamati' n to be made for all persons to ap- which they may command the assistance of 


*ta'utcp and precedents well known or easily 
accessible, justices of the peace commit such 
errors, how much more confused, irrrgular, 
and reprehensible, their proceedings will be, 
in oases of inedico-leg*l inquiries, where so 
maoh is loft to the discretion of tho presiding 
fficer, and so little is to be derived f rom pwtpu- 


p n ar, who can give evidence relating to th> 
subject of inq iiry.” After swearing tho j.» 
r,>r *» he is t** appoint one of their number forc- 

* wan; and tbe jury, in the presence of the jus- 
tjce, shall proceed to inquire h< w the perron 

*-so 1. ing dead. Cubbj to his death ; “ whether of 
Irb ny, of kia i wn hand, or if by mbcbanco or 

»**Wcnt; nnd if of felony, who w. re principal* L r sources for hi* guidance in a field nfinve*- 
•nd .octeone, and bjwlml mean* and man- ,; salion which i* almost unlimited. The in- 

* »nd *09 1 eompatibilit j of tho . ffice* of ooroner and jea- 

Al » own « »»d. in what way, and by what I . fi , . ... J 

» meagpa.” The jurors arc required to make np| noe of lhe I" aoe ; ha * hccn sensibly felt in 
' their inquest, in writing, ‘'apart by them- f f tate ol Maine, that, by her cone- tit uti on, 

Z -rrr .. . I® 0 1*™°® can, of right, exercise them both Hi 

M « ' 11 » «in l “ Tr° H , t '»' time, (e) ThU subject ha* .bo, ob- 
r Vcirinvl'.a }, 1' P £f°V f, wined aMention in Virginia ; (</> undin i’enn- 

whhd, w^ lAli • ", .c -f '■ j -“’jlvonia, it Im, been ..voided .hat u justice of 

wfiKrti we < amt <m account of its uniniportaQo I - . J 

X V!,\ e t?v ij c. »*a m (e) 3 Greenleaf, 484 ; Batnford v. Melvin, 7 

( n) -Sc* Verm Rev. Sts. tit.. 32, oh. 84. Green!. 11 

ib) See Exp M’ A Dully, Chari t. Ga. 11 310 j (r/) *\!add«*x v. Ewell, 2 Virg. Cases, 50. 
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tbe peace has do authority to hold ao inquest | 
as coroner, ainl iliat a prisoner held under a 
warrant founded upon such an inquest, will be 
discharged. (e) 

Tbe Vermont statute is, moreover, grievous 
ly deficient in not enjoining tbe holding of an 
inquest in cu*efl of dangerous wounding, and 
in not requiring the justice of the peace to ob- 
tain the services of a competent medical man 
SMj'witnesB 5 for we do not consider that the 
proclamation calling upon all persons who can 
testify to appear, as stiictly binding upon a 
physician. The enactment is, likewise, imper- 
fect in other details, which are, however, lo^ 
important, and whioh may he discovered by 
contrasting the entire s'a ute with that ol 
New- York, which, although far from bring 
perfect, as wo shall have occasion to show, i» 
still as complete as such a law can he, in tin 
present stage of the science of medical juris- 
prudence, iu this country. 

We regr.it our inability to furnish abstract* 
of statutes which, in other parts of the Union 
regul ite medico legal inquiries; and trusting 
that correspondent*^ will oblige us with tht 
requisite information, we close this necesaari 
ly lengthy adlitioa to the original text of th* 
lecture, by qu ding a few voart decisions that 
aro at band : — 

« The coroner's power to summon an in- 
quest includes the incidental means of render- 
ing that power efficient: and homiy there- 
fore rightfully impose a ii .e »n a juror win 
refuses to attend. — Ex Parte M'Anully, Char 
Georgia Reports, 310. 

By the South Carolina statute of 1797, the 
coroner must issue his warrant to a constable, 
to summon a jury of inquest ; and if a juror is 
summoned by the cor«*ncr, in person, the sum- 
mons is illegal. Nor does the statute of 1<9^ 
alter the manner of summoning tho jurors. — 
Cunningham v Coroner, Nott and Mo Cord't- 
Rep. 45 4. 

The coroner of tho city or Charleston ha?- 
no authority, In cases of homicide, beyond the 
jurisdiction of the city*, and he will be res- 
trained, by prohibition, from exercising hi? 
office in any case that comes within the leg* 
duties of the coroner of tbe district, appoint- J 
ed under the law of the state .-41 iles ti Browi . j 
I Rep. Con. Ct. 230. '] 

(e) Ex p. Schultz. 6 Wharton. 2C‘J. 


In all cases where a Conner is called up m 
to hold an inquest, after his warrant is issue 1, 
ind the ju-yuiea are assembled and sworn,"* 
the first object is to examine the body of the 
deceased Formerly, where it was necessary 
to ascertain the nature of the wounds, or to 4 
examine into other cue (instances requiring 
medical or surgical knowledge, the law itquir- * 
ed that tho coroner should order the parish 
officers to get a surgeon to attend for that pur- 
pose. This was dune by a summons for the at- 
tendance of a surgeon, addre?sed to the Church'* , 
wardens and overseers. The summons ran " 
th us - 

« to wit. Whereas I and my U.qaest are ' 

now sitting at the house of Mr. , known 

by the sign of , iu tue , in the parish of * 

, in the county of — , to inquire, on the 

behalf of our sovereign lord the king, on the * 
view of the body of a new born male bastard 
child, there now lying dead, how and by what 
ueuns thu said child came to ire death; an-!*’ 
whereas roy inquest hath occasion for the 
judgment of a surgeon, the better to perfect • 
this enquiry ; these are, therefore, by virtu** of 
ny office, iu one of his majesty's coroners for 
he said county, in his majesty's name to 'char- ‘ 
;e and command you, some or one of you, uf*- * 
•n sight hereof, forthwith to cause and procure- f 
1 surge- »n to attend at the house aforesaid, and* 
to upon and inspect the body of the said new 
»urn male bastard child as by tne and my in-*' 
iue*t shall be lawfully directed and required : 
m l al.-o that the said surgeon do then ami 
there attend to give evidence and Ira examin- 
ed on his majesty's behalf, before me and my 
inquest, touching tho said premizes, and MW 
lep.irt without leave Hereof fail not, a* your 

will answer the contrary at your peril, &e. w 

In such a case as this, a medical man might* 
refuse to attem', unless the parish authorities 
igreed to pay him fur his trouble and toss of* 
nne; hut if he had examined the liody with- 
mt previously stipulating for romuueraticn* 
:hu coroner might th *n summon him in tlioww 
suitl manner, and unier the m-uul p*. laities, to* 
which every witness in liable if he fail to obey* 

If the medical man had riot been employed by* 
he parish officers, an 1 although he was unao* 
qu.unted with the case at issue. and Tofaaed 
-ither to obey the summons of the coroner, <nr- 
10 give eviuenee when he had appeared' in 
court, then he rendered hi IBM; If liable to ho 
lommittcd for contempt. At the same time, 
by an Acto’Gxo. IV., e.fi-4. at felony commit* 
a ? d iu one county may be,* under on-rtuiif uirw 
mm stances, inquired into in onuchervin-that 
*:iac, a medical man. summoned to biteud^ 
nay refuse to give ovidtnee unui he know* 
who is to puy his expenses. To tender this 
'act clear to you, 1 will read the form of U*4 
coroner's warrant for contempt, against a wit- 
ness for not appearing to give evidence, and 
ilao tbe warrant to cuinmit a witness refusing 
o give evidence, after being taken Tor oon- 
empt of summons. . v . 

I he first is generally addressed to ‘‘all cun- 

-tables. hcudb>»roughs, and others of his ui*- 

, . * - er.. 

- *• -Z+iu>2iJ V-' •'PW 

■ 1 ^ aw :e « ! ,\yt 
1 .* • a' 
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jesty's officers of the peace in;and for the coun- In some cases, medical men hare refused to 
ty " where tbe court is held, as, for example, give evidence, and hare not been prosecuted; 
'■ Middlesex j H and, also, to any one special bat they hare also, occasionally, aft«r gi\ing 
whom the coroner may name aa his officer for tbtir evidence, and acknowledging that the 
that purpose. It runs thus : — record of it, read over to them, was ccrfrttft, 

“Middlesex) Whereas I hare received ere- refuel to sign the written testimony With 
to wit* j dible information that A. B., their name, uQlil they knew who was to pay 
of the parish ofC in the said county, surgeon, them, both for the time consumed in attend- 
can give evidence on behalf of our sovereign ing the inquetT, and that likely to be taken ttp 
lord the king, touohing the death of D. E . , at the trial : formerly, the coroner, in each a 
now lying dead in the eaid parish of C in the case, could commit for contempt of court. But 
eounty aforesa : d ; and whereas the said A. B. , by an Act pasted in the last session of PailU- 
(having been duly summoned to appear and ment, ( 1 Sth August, 1826.) to provide fir tbe 
give evidence before me and my inquest touch* j remuneration ol medical witnesses at coroner s 
log the premises, at the time and place in the inquests, "medical witiKveea are entitled to a 
said summons specified, of which oath bath fee of one guinea when m pnet-mortem exam- 
been duly made before me, ) bath refused and ination has been made, and a fee of two guir.-* 
neglected so to do, to the great hindrance and ; eas for making a post-mortem with or without 
delay of justice: These are, therefoie, by vir- an analysis of tbe contents of the stomach or 
toe of my office, in his majesty’s name, to intestine*, and to give evidence thereon.'* Thir f 
charge and command you, or one of you, with- however, baa no nferer.ee to (be foture pro- 
out delay, to apprehend and bring before me, ceedings that may result from the inquest. In 
one of his majesty's eorone s for the said coun- an Act of the 7th of Gtorcc IVtb. it is enact- 
ty, aow sitting at the parish aforesaid, by vtr- ed, *• That the coroner shall bare authority to 
tue of my said office, the body of the said D E . bind by recognizance all such perrons a-? knovf 
that he may be dealt with according to law. or declare any thing material touching any 
And for your so doing this is my warrant. manslaughter or murder, or the offence of be- 
Given under my hand an 1 at a!, tie day ing accessary to murder, to appear at the next 
of , 18 . F. G. Coroner.* 1 | court of oyer and terminer, or jail delivery, or 

This is sufficient to demonstrate tbe power superior criminal court of a county palatine, 
of the coroner to compel the Attendance ofior great stations, at which tbe trial may be, 
medical as well as other witnesses, and the > &c." . The general construction of the warrant 
warrant of committal is equally conclusive ofjanl its Wording vary from the last, only in 
his authority to imprison and punish a witness apeeiffing the offence; it ends l.y ordering 
medical or either, who refuses, when brought that the off nder be safely kept in prison “un- 
befure him, to answer the interrogatories of til be shall duly sign, and acknowledge his 
the court. The warrant, which is to the kfep- said information, or shall be from thence 


er of the jail, runs thu-t in the conclusion : 

** You are to receive the body of the said A. B 
into your custody, and him safely keep i i pri- 
son until he shall consent to give bis evidence, 
and be examined before me nod my inquest, 
on his majesty's behalf, touching the death of 
the said D. E , or until he be from thence 
otherwise discharged by due course of law 
And for your so doing, this is your warrant. 

Giron under my^hand and scab this day 
, F. G Coroner." 

Now, Gentlemen, it in scarcely necessary for 
me to remark, that the obligation to give evi- 
dence is imperative, unless sufficient reason be 
tendered for the refusal. The question, then, 
U, What is deemed sufficient raason ? It is 
clear that the reason can only be such as af- 
fisota all witnesses, and not any thing which 
rofsrs to the professional employments of any 
particular set of witnesses ; and this is strictly 
just, intsmuoh as the time of every man who 
has ooiap&tion, is valuable to him. 

[This rule should not be so arbitrary in its 
application ; for there are cases, (the obstetri- 
cal, for instance,) involving the preservation 
of human lifo,*which require the immt d »tr 
presen oe and prolonged stay of a physician 


otherwise discharged by due conrre of law.' 

Such are the powers of the coroner, and to 
resist him is wor«e than foolish : it ib exhibit- 
ing the shadow of a power of resistance which 
dove not exist, and which will instantly vuflisli 
before the authority of a coroner who knows 
his duty. Havirg settled this point, I will 
now offer you a few remarks on inquests. 

The coroner's c« urt is an open or a select 
court, at the option of tbe coroner: at least, 
this is ti c doctrine new held by the Court of 
King's Bench. 

[The secret proceedings at the famous in- 
quest upon Dr. George Turkman's remains, at 
the Boston Grove-st. Medical College, in the 
early part of December, 1846, occa -toned con- 
siderable debate at the time, respecting their 
legality and propriety. The coroner, Mr. 
Pratt, was, no doubt, well advised as to tho 
course he pursued ; and we are not aware 
that the law-officers of Massachusetts ques- 
tioned the correctness of his conduct. Tho 
statute of that Commonwealth may sanction 
-uch a proceeding: if so, it is none the less 
lontrary to the spirit of our institutions, and 


a nd hi s attendance upon them ought to be a 
sufficient reason for his non-appearance when to «*>d common precedent, wl ich esta- 

oammoned ] ‘Wish, for instance, that the verdicts nr.d find- 
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tfigt of juries mutt be \ renounced by them in 
•apt* court; [o] snd Mfc at the cur*ni?r is a* of- 
*5- er, acting on bihalf of the piople, to make 
m nqn'rjf bf><*ut the matters within hi* jurisdic- 
tion iu an impartial manner, and that, to se- 
*curc Mich impartiulit j, the examination be- 
re him is a transaction of notoriety to which 
*\ery ore Las right of access. £5] We know 
4>r hut one instance where the court, in Eng- 
land, expicwed tltoj <fiwrion that the enroot* 
might extlude certain persons. if bethought 
it nfce*aary and pmper *o to do. £0 Tbis-pre- 
cedent, however, cannot bo construed into an 
•authority for tSre e*c!«rion of person* general 
Jy. It must, — in the stale of New-York. at 
he iiiwi^rcted as vdfcmag to tl* ex- 
amination. by the coroner, of an individtal 
charged with the offt nee committed up**n the 
subject of his ir quest; for this * xsminafi n »* 
^directed to be preceded wifbasuf made by a 
justice of the p^ace, er other magistrate; [»0 
a to! the mode of procedure is, to exclude all 
witnesses during the examination of the *us 
p-cted party. [«] The « fScer mny, if he deem 
it jeper or if to be Itq iired by the accused, 
order that witnesses not yet examined, he ex- 
c!«<kd while another wi truss is on the stand ; 
and he may likewise cau-e them Ui he k< p* 
separate and pn rente 1 from conwsng with 
one anoth* r. until they shall hwe been all ex* 
at twined, [f] Rut if we lend a forced «ms*r ac- 
tion to the decision of the 'English judges, we 
utsy invoke, ss a good Ameiuan precedent in 
support of our point, the beet feature in the 
Vermont statute, [q] which r« quires the jus- 
nice of the jcice to make proclamation call- 
ing upon all person* who can testify on aa in- 
quest, to appear and give their evidence. 

Although we think that we have pretty 
clearly shewn that the ■enraoec’s court must Ve 
an open one, either to secure impartially in 
its proceedings, to assort ihe vaTidtoy of its 
verdicts, or to render its proclamations effee- 

£<i] Goodwin tv Applet? n, 'J ShffAey* Mata* 
It- n 453 : J«hn«f« r Depuv, \ P«-nn. U 105 
' [M 3 T. R 722 ; 1 Phil. K*. 355 ; 2 Ku sel 
on crimes 21. Am.ed.’tol. 

£rl G-*rnett c. Kerrs n I. fi B & C. Cl l. 

M 2 X. V. R-v Sts 7 ‘j 3 4, 8 28. [e] ld.795 
if] J.I.7U5 s 20: 1 Chit «>. 1, G18; 1 Bur. 
J Q* tif. Evidi nee. 999 : see 2 Over*on 84: 0 
Pick. 405; A»ty-G»n v. Bu!?.i* 9 IVice, 4 : 
i'a>k»r t* M'vV ill'tHin 0 Bin r- G8S 
[?] Verm Ur Sts tit 32 ch 8-i s 4. 


Hial — atilt, the argument kcid'Ey Mr. Pratt'* 
frieode, <1. at the rules which govern the labors 
of graad-j.iries n »y dirrot ttw* at curonera* 
it quests, deserves aoine attention ; for there ie 
«n erroneous impreftftinr.. •enrnnionly entertain- 
j ed, that the duties, m both c*«e a , are Identi- 
cal in tCi-ct, notwithstanding that they differ 
! roa*<'ritlRy. as will he perceived upon examin- 
ing womemf their leading features. 

Except ’W cn proceedings originate, ex off- 
, CIO, from the Attorney Gem ral, or where a 
grand-juror ipoesesses in his own breast suffi- 
cient knowledge of the ^mnawsstna of a crime, 
to enable his reK»»W3 to find a bill rxelusively 
j on his evidence, •cases, both in England and 
this country, ore rare where an indictment h» 
found without a preceding hearing and bind- 
ing over to answer: (A] for this is the regu- 
lar, and, with a few settled eicepihns, the 
sole way of putting an < ff nd«-r on his tri«4, 
for no man can • »*» brought to trial on tta low- 
est or highest < fT oe«-s known to law. ut.I^iH 
riie grand jury (•hall say so. [/] The g^and- 
jury's it queries relate to the nature and pro- 
bable grounds of the charge to which the ac- 
cuse i has been held to answer by a primary 
magistrate, nnd this is done upon tbs veertt 
i ximinutiun under oath, of suck witnesses as 
may he produced by the prosecution on each 


! specific b 11. The bills or presentr e its found 
| by them amount to nothing more than an cflfi- 
( till accretion in ordi r to put the accn*<d oa 
; his trial : until the bill is returned, there is, ; 
therefore, no charge from which he can be re- 
quired to exculpate hiaaeelf; and we know 
| that many persons, wgainst whom bills were 
returned, have been afterwards acquitted by a 
, verdict of their < «inlry. | j] The evidenoe to 
| be produced Wore the grand-jury, relate* en- 
j tirely tntliecasc of the proseoutioa, and the 
gcsKwai rule is that they should hear no other 
cvkienc* but that adduced by the government ; 

and it is clear thab under no elrcum-Un- 
ce*s should witnesses for the defence be intro- 
Jduoed into the gran*i-jury room, unless their 
, testimony becomes ineidei-t illy necessary to 
the prosecution; ff] for, if this were allowed, 


(A] VVhai*. Am Cr. L. 114 

£»] Ward v 8tate 2 Missouri. 120 

£/] R-sp r. Schai-ffiT, 2 Dill is P.i. R 237. 

£<r] Hawk h. 2, c. 25, mu*. 115 ; 2 Hale. 257 ; 

8 1«». Com 303. 

(/] R**«p r 8din».ffT. 2 Hall 22C 1 B.iC- 
7 51 ; 3 B & A. 432, l Chit. Hep 2iE 
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the grand-jury, instead of merely ascertain- 
ing that there in a probable ground of accusa- 
tion, before they give it tl eir auth irity, and 
call upon the party to make a public defence, 
would, then, bo invading the province of the 
petit-jury, by engaging completely on the tri- 
al of the cause. In England, and in the courts 
of each of our several States, (with the excep- 
tion of those of Connecticut,) [nr] neither the 
defendant nor any person representing him, is 
permitted to attend the examination of the 
grand -jury. [»] With reference to the right 
of the counsel of the State to bo present, the 
general usage is, that he be at band, ready to 
communicate any legal information that may 
be jequired; [o] and, in the state of New- 
York, it lias been decided that the District- 
Attorney, under no o' her circumstance, has a 
right to attend the grand-jury's sessions, and 
to assist in the examination of witnesses; [p] 
while the statute is express in enjoining se- 
crecy, and feinting out wl.ei d s-,1 sures may 
be made without exposing the party making 
them to a prosecution for misdemeanor. [</] 
The grand-jurj's proceedings are not final, 
for the court may, at any time, recommit an 
imperfect finding to them, [r] or quash an in- 
dictment; [*] and if a man be committed for 
a crime, and no bill be preferred ag&intt him 
or if it bo thrown out by the grand-jury, so 
that he ia discharged by proclamation, he is 


still liable to be indicted. [/] 

'1 hese being the duties urid jurisdiction of 
the grand-jury, we will now contrast with 
them ihoeo of tbc coroner's court, although 
we admit that, upon a first and superficial 
view, they appear rather analogous. 

The object of a coroner s inquest is to as- 
certain truly the cause of the decease of a per- 
son found dead under suspicious cirumstances, 
and is chiefly for information os to the truth 
of that fuct, it being only incidentally that it 


[m] Lung s case, 1 Conn 428; State v. Fos- 
se u Iti Conn. 418. 

Ml u & c. 37, 5 1 ; 3 B. & A . 432 ; 1 Chit 

H. 217 ; 1 Cli. C. L. 317. 

[*] Dari,' Precedent*, 21 ; 7 Cowen. 563 ■ 
Va. Grim U«r, 4X5; Cun- * care, 1 Ct 
428 ; Kel 8 ; 1 Ch. C. L. 816. 

[j>] 7 Coweo, 663 ; sae 2 N V. Rer. St*. 8U 
l9l - '<«*• St » 811, rt M q. - see also 4 Blao 
12b not*; State t> .Kamet, 16 Conn. 457 : 1 Ch 
C. L. 622; 1 liumas r. Com. 2 R-ibinroi, 735 ■ 
Crocker o. State, Meigs 127; II v Hugh-*. 1 
Car. & h. ol9; 1 tnn. r. K.ff-r. Addison, 2J0 : 
Re» St*. Alas*, eh. 135. »,.I3 14. 


[>] State v. Squire, 2 Xew-llsmn. .558. 
[«] N>3 Wharf. Am Crirn I.aw.130 ,/ 

10 2 Hale. 453. 8 : 2 Hank. c. 35 *.6 


seq. 


| furnuhes grounds of accusation No other tri- 
| bunal can originate an inquiry into the cause 
I of death, where no party is suspected of hav- 
ing occasioned it. The coroner’s proceedings 
arising, then, from an inquest of < ffice to die* 
j cover, if possible, how the deceased departed 
this life, he must receive all evidence hearing 
I upon the matter at issue, whether it be favor* 
i able or ad verse to suspeoted persons; and his 
power to cause such persons to be arrested and 
brought before him, and, subsequently, on ver* 
i diets being rendered that implicate them, to 
; commit them for trial, is merely incidental to 
'he primary olject of the inquiry, and in fur- 
therance of the ends of justice. It is in the case 
of this incidental circumstance, only, that a 
complaint originates in this tribunal, and, even 
then, it cannot become matter of issue before 
a petit jury unless it be confirmed by the find- 
, *ng of the grand jury. By not being final, the 
proceedings before the coroner beer the only 
marked rc.-emblance to those before the grand- 
jury, which may be considered at all impor- 
tant to the argument in favor of secret inquests. 
But if we turn to the numerous instances of 
convictions in the superior oourts, of parties 
constructively acquitted upon a coroner's io- 
quLition, by a verdict that the deceased whom 
they were suspected to have murdered, came 
to their death by the visitation of God, wo 
will at once distinguish the wide breach that 
lies between the respective offices of coroner’s 
courts and grand juries: the latter being, as 
already stated, instituted to ascertain the pro- 
babilities of a charge ; and the former, to es- 
tablish the causes of a death, nnd this Is so 
clearly the original province of the coroner’s 
court that it can exercise no jurisdiction over 
accessories after the fact, in the oase of a fslo- 
ny. bsoause the oocaaiun of death is completed 
and determined before the implication of such 
accessories. 

With reference to minor, but more appa- 
rent distinctions, we may add, that no inquest 
can bo undertaken, prosecuted, and perfected, 
without the immediate direction and personal 
co-operation of a coroner whose interference, 
however, is often to be regretted as a serious 
hindrance to the course of justice ; and if, as 
prescribed by the Vermont sa-ute, [u] any 
portion of the proceedings at an inquest are to 
be private, it can only be according to the 
rule which enjoins secrecy upon petit-jurors 
respecting the reasons that influence their de- 
cisions; for no where do we find that coroners’ 
juries are instructed to observe secrecy gen- 


[«] Rev. S. tit. 32. cb 84 r s. 6 
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orally, or that they me liable to penalties f« j I 
i»o» keeping it, or that coroners hare powe- 
for enforcing the fame, or that they are, ii | 
any instance, directed to cun for no their pro 1 
ceedings to those had in gtand-jory rooms, it* ; 
tbe same way a- tl ey a e referred for guidance 
to the practice in justices* courts. Finally, we 
should hear in mind that were inquest* requir- 
cd to be hi Id under lock and key, we should 
not meet with statutory provisions cipreeely 
enjoining that the evidence, or its Fuhelanoe* 
adduced on nn inquisition, he returned hy the 
coroner to a higher court: on the contrary 
we would most assuredly discover regulations 
us well-defined and string«nt as those which 
are laid down fur grand-jun re. [tr] 

We are thus particular in the attempt to 
prove the illegality of secret inquests, because 
we are deeply impress' d with a sense of their 
impropriety : f* r, if tbe doctrine sanctioning 
them be once eMub] shed, coroners’ courts will, 
become a hot- bed of abu es, la that ca-^e. w« 
might never know, fr« in the result « f his in- 
vestigations, the com j e'ency of a pul lie office) 
who requires such (mintnt qualifications for 
the correct discharge of his duties. O ,r ina 
bility : from the some cau-e al.-o of judging of 
the necessity nf an inquest, would widen the 
door already op<n to abuses a ising fiom the 
strong inducement held out 1 1 an uustrupu- 
loua Coroner to incrcarc his income, — which 
us ia this S at.*, is derived from the number 
ol inquest* hell with’n the y e»r. an l not from 
a fixed uala-y — by institu ing proceeding* in- 
truding cruelly upon b rraved facnilio* where 
perhaps, the lingering illness of one of its 
members bus rather unexpectedly terminated 
in death: or by being so officious as to pre-*> 
the right, nlrendy asserted hy some, of hold 
ing inquests over all who die in the hospital* 
and other public institutions. But, above all. 
w© should po-sess no mean* whatever of ascer- 
taining the impartiality of bis acts, and then 
Would he be an irrespon *ib!e officer who might 
pack a jury, if he pleased and snap hi* iii-gcr 
in the laco of public opinion ] 

BkeT Painful contortion of the face is parti- 
cularly marked in disco&os of the intestinal 
canal, and also of the extremities. It is a pe- 
culiarly valuable sign in delirium and in so- 
porose states, as it then of en serves as the 
only means by which the existence of pain is 
discovered — Sohill . 

If the patient sees objects colored differently 
from what they are, or cannot distingubh co- 
lors, it iudi aes di-eae of the retina — Id. 


[c] Sec, ante, note £</]. 
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Researches on the Natural History of Death. 
By Hennkt Dowler, M D., Corresponding 
Member if the A a ’enuj of Natural Sciences of 
I Philadelphia. Nctc Orients. 1850 pp. 22. From 
| die Author. 

Da. Dowi.kr, a gentlein ,n who Las acquri- 
j ed u wide reputation by hie physiological wri- 
tings and experiment has I at* ly published a 
small monograph upon a subject, interest- 
ing, not ot.ly to the profess on, but to the com- 
munity at Urge, — tbe tru ; signs of D^ath. 

I The frtquent reports and the few well authen- 
ticated cue s of persons being buried in a 
!>anr.Cy and the most horrid fear one exjxrien- 
ces, of confiding a friend to the gull grave, 
while the spirit of life obscure and silent still 
! rgera in the apparently inauima e frame, for 
years i st have excited the attention of several 
1 -h rued physiologists and philanthropist*), ia 
the h^pes of discovering some unq lesti-nablo 
sign* when by we could at once pronounce, 
whether death is real or simulated ; but we 
must svy. that iht-ir conclusions were m wly 
hypothetical, an 1 therefore never commanded 
but very 1 til* reliance. 

Professor Man hi. of the Uuiversity of R >me, 
hi 1837, place ! at tbe disposal of the French 
Academy of Sciences, 1 500 fram s ($250), br 
a prix \ to be^awarded for the bos' Eisay upon 
the sigos of apparent death - its object being, 
>f course, the prevention of premature inter- 
ments. M. Bolchct, from the largo numb, r 
of competitors, was tbe tuccetsful candidate, 
la his paper, he c-lus e* the signs of death in- 
to immediate and remote. The immediate are : 
1st. - the pn lunged cessation of the sounds of 
the heart ; 2nd - the simultaneous relaxation 
| of the sphincter*; 3rd. - the sinking of the globe 
of tbe eye, with los* of transparency of the 
j cornea. The sec «d class of signs, or th j remo- 
te, are: - 1st. cadaveric rigidity ; - 2ad. the 
absence of muscular contractility, under the 
I influence of galvanism; - 3rd. putrefaction. 

The first sign ; The absence of tbe sounds 
of the heart listened to for during more than 
•one ot two minutes , i* an immediate and ccr- 
; tain sign of death ; " is tbe most conch s ’re of 
| :hotc proposed by M. Bouchut, and upon it rest- 
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til •hr im the I r *t*. i In d»i n ii* 

j resided vi r hji M. Rt\ r c i sidt-liHg 
the line - me or two roil u • k ’ loo 1 mini, 
pnpoa-d, rhit the |«riud of fire minutes Is 
ri-tnl 1 ahrd — r,.m tl.is sign, IV l iml r re 

ll:H)kr*, 1), *• *1 liC 6r-t CMiDot ten V«h 

ml test. For. pnssir g hy this test u» mtU 
factory in itself, its application n ii-t be limit* 
ed, b- cou^t t litre urt but few g<wd Mribtrei* 
\ ida nun ng good j -rue i iunera. tu.i 1 , ; n the* best 

hands, cerllU 1.) i* n«t t>ft< n attainable " 

This ia itideed a very stiangc mwntn r • ( refu- 
ting e Mi iefai ti iy argument ! u BtrtcM ** ac- 
c«T'!ing to the New Oilcans 1‘hysioh-gist 
” rtitri? ate l»ot few gmd stethesenpists,*' tin 
test l In ught tl e beet of ti e many « ffcieil t« 
‘be Academy a bod) ceituinly wi ll qualified t« 
atlge of it*, f iceat.d nj | lical il-iy, cannot b« 
fered up n : '■uoh would bo« n* conclusii ns. did 
*c adi j.t 1 r IP s ductline. Attain, our author 
eviihntly misUkcs the purp« rt idM. Bourl ui'r 
test : ‘hit is I toed u| on the soui-rfa «*f il« Ik art. 
vb le Dr. D. In ten it rpon thr m< tot ft of ll;a* 
cfrps.n, and tuppnits I hi f»*itinnly rxfiri- 
ini nts nj.i n suui inn rr | til*-** : ni j age W , “ let 
jib oll'gft’or thus deprived ofilehetrt. Lc roa»- 
I* d: return ite 1 cart. i.i.d apply theati thcecnpi 
and 'hen the d«ad writ afford tlvt outu'n wgi 
of life ! ” But he d. o-» not toll us whether tin 
sound ia valvular or muscular. In this, we c« n 
aider that the Dr. is no more foituoate than in 
hi* fiist pofeili' n : ‘the good ate l lie» expiate, * &o 
Thtta are numerous causes XVYurh wnljpro- 
duie m the heart, as in all organs, a elate of 
qniemriCf. simulating death : tliej ircuJ*ti*n 
continues, but in so insidious a niannrr. that 
the sounds can ecwrci ly bedistingnifhed while 
li e ctblTMCtfc ns are so feeble and ol*score, that 
tl ey will escape detection from the best pruc- 
tited c ar. and most sentient fing« r. I »** th« re* 
fore certain, that the sounds of the heart n oy 
ixist, without tLe lea&t appreciable motion be- 
ing pnsrnt, f«r a limittd time; and thus hat*: 
M. Bom-hut very wisily founded his test upon 
tl c aunt's, and not upon the motions of thr 
lit-ait. In t he cose of A-q.byxianconat. rnm, re- 
j.or ed at page 20 i f our let Xo , not the slight 
t st motion could I e detected, though ire jrac- 
tised then, and have done for m iny years, a 
ft at previous to reading M. Bracket's paper in 
the fiMZotte Velicale de Lyons, and copied in 
the Ifcdi Xo. of the tlazette des H* p‘ n ix, o< 

I aria, that of passing • ne or twrofing-is under 


• i,« ]. ft cwtkl caiti a e ta, and pushing ilu-ni up* 
.»nfds aga’n *t the diaphragm to tie inf< rioT 
I *• i tii 'it of the pcricatd urn, -we ooul I uot per- 
••site ile fa in teat hen.blirg of the hiart; \r* 
pimviri'd. and our rtrurcitut«»ry efT.-rts wtre 
•-on tin ucd for some twtniy minutes, when a 
•pep inspitu ion ti ld of our .-ucccar : the chil I 

* at preset living. In this cave, the a. undsfn'i.t 
arid smot hned, W(tv prrunt, th tt;h m ti«*n 
*a-< not disrrlminatcd. But tlcre cannot lu A 
prolonged uliwtnce of the tKiutids of the tu&rl, 
without tin ir ln-ing foil wtd by the stil sidence 
of its cii 1 ire action, - death* if nut then appa- 
rent, will soon become monifest by the occur- 
rence of i e undisputed rigi a. 

We now cutne to the teat prnposvd Jy Df. 
Dowltr, the ‘•thtrimm tii«al test,*' which he 
thinla | r«*-eo.in<nt lo the m? uLatury test of 
M. Bi.ucl ut and the Ftenth Aradtmj, aid 
his test “ ia founded m numerous prolorg*'d 
expei itr.enW, prtdwh’y « i v tl «uiMir.d,n odi- d'* 
rscrly i n several h .uiiid hi d;e- r ‘(to dtitr- 
rniue he exact No. red rdt d in nincUen man- 
n»ci*| t ri.luoc # f might nquin- a w<tks exam- 
joati u. Lo , * and tin r. f« re it u{ j curs tu hum 

• tun the sul j*!Ct of long and p&iicni invtstiga - 
lion previ.ua to iU being j V s nttd toll e pub 
lie. Dr. Duwh r cons'd r« M. Buuel ut's t« »* 
as satisfactory in itself, hut that it cannot bj 
available, from the want of good stclhtscopntt, 

1 he same valid ol jectim r» s*s nguin»t the adop- 
tion of tile Dr .‘a test; and wiih our inUnted 
cob rop'irary, the Weatiin Jouinnl of Medicine 
«nd Surgery .-‘Would Dr. D. conrider his own 
feat fairly olj-ctcd to. hy tl e d« claru:i«.n that 
there were plucrs w hi re thertr.i mrtera could 
not readily be obtained, and ihut they might 
r a)l into the I urn’s id persons w ho did not know 
how to me then ? 1 his ia precisely the charac * 
ter of Dr. D ’aoljtction to M. Bt u hut's tiat. 
And again. “ Tl-at which ia the mrest, may 
not alwuys be the most easily reduie-1 to prac- 
•ice, while that which may be the most attai: - 
•bio, m xy uot bo the b«»t. ” 

Speaking of bis teat, (p. 12 ) Dt D. rtiya: u I 
propose the thermometer a- a mrana of test- 
ing d«u h, possessing oa it does, supsrior n r- 
tainty over the stttl escoj e. 1 be latter rot tin il 
tales for £ raided, thin ir» apj rnntdc ti’h, lie 
bean's net it n n ntinuer: that it car not le U r 
a time susj endid. nr d that it- «< ti« n can al- 
ways he hi ard! The very snalogifs id appa- 
rent i.r nn pHtry dta-h. n-tm lo «| p<se • r 
contradict tluse o»sun*ptioiis. 'I he arah pica 
r.Lii thr pwitive facts known of aiairwl tim- 
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|>?Puture. leach that, during life, tin IjwIv i* 
not heat* <1 and cooled like im rt matter. Place 
two or three therm >meUr* in the arm-pita. In 
in the bend of the arm, ( he fort-arm being 
flexed )- in the mouth and wit! in thasphino 
ter*, to a^CiT'ain the heat of the eurface arid 
of the centres, (the tectum in thi beat and 
moat arcfsribl* centre ) The application of 
the thermometer require* no skill and is op« n 
to the inspection ot all, and is a test for al> 
the warm blooded animals — at leu* f. r nmn 
While the auscultatory test takes for ? ranted 
that there can be no tempt rary inaction of 
the heart; the thermomotncal test tak-s no- 
thing lor grant* d wi'hmit the most indubi- 
table proof. Us great axiom is that man, in 
his living state, maintains an uniform tempe- 
ra' u-e, indepr ndent of the rurrounding me- 
dia. while a dead man. 1 ke other inert matt* r, 
hnajnotindepebdence of thi* a kin«l, hut s eadi- 
ly responds t»>, • and is govt me I by, calorific 
conditions altogether physical - heuttr g and 
and being heattd. receiving and radiating ca- 
loric This i* not the result of specu'utun, but 
of varied & prolonged experimental r -search. 

1 he refrg- ration of the botly before d nth 
in cholera, congestive, and the like, is not 
phytical refrigeration r .-►ponding to the calo- 
rific Condition < f the surrounding media 1 , it if 
a morbid, or physiological caloric' ty. vriiicli, 
for a time, augment* «>r Continues s'atinnnty 
after death, until it ohall be re pi sued by 
physical refrigeration, as its phi iiomenat his- 
tory charly shows. 

1 he facts which I have puMUhe 1 concern- 
ing fo^t-mortem caloric : »y, do not invalidate 
this thennometrirnl Us': fur soon, or lata 

phycioal refrigeration must t«kc place 

The calorific, and the putrefactive periods, 
so far from coinciding, antagonise each o»her. 
so long as the heat is not ia accordance with 
the ordinary physic il laws «T caloric. The 

f >oint of Coincidence and equilibrium, is rta»- 
y the point of pu*r fiction, unleu the cir- 
cumstances be of an extraordir.ii y character, 
such as involve the frc**ing poiut, or that ot 
torre fuc lion. But the predomination of the 
invariable law of physical refrigma ion. is a 
criterion always attainable, and may be prov- 
ed, as to its times, distances, and velocities, 
by arithrmtirnl cVcu’ation; ascertain the 
temperatures if the media and of the heated 
body; tlx 3 velocity of the refrigeration will be 
pro, ortioncd to the times nod distances, and j 
wi 1 procecl from the Rurfaco to the centre, i 
until the equilibrium b-> attained Th » only 
< bjecrion that lies against this rule relates to 
the calorific conditions, where the differences J 
between the hen’ed body and the melia are 
very slight: but it is of no importance in prac- 
tice, he c iuso there is always a in irked diffe- 
rence between the average temperature of the 
air in the shad*', ani t'iat of a living, or re- | 
oently dead person.” 

1 he reader las now Dr. D.‘s own expla- 
nation of the tbcrmomctrical test; we know not 
whether the Dr claims the use of the thermo 


in ter, in these o»-ms u» origin *i, or ui teiy itio 
i-iluation, and the inodo of applying this in- 
strument. The extinction of animal heat, lui 
a'waysj been regarded an out: of »h© signs of 
death;- -on the other hard. Fudeie and Muloii 
report case* of individuals Rppsii-iitly diud. 
and who nevertheless retui.ted their heat for 
four days. Therefore the pi esc t ec of xnln *1 
heal cannot iu utl ca.-es bo cousideicd as a 
sign oflif’*, no more than tin* its absence can 
bo looked upon as Conclusive that death hut 
taken place. 

In conc usiob, vrn give the preference to M. 
ttouchui** tt s r , and far from ui«carditig the 
suggestion tf our talented c untrymaD. wa 
huil with pleasure, me more source of i r *■ 
upon a very dark Mil*****. k 

n. 

Remark « upon l!t * Comparnlitft Value oj 
different Amr.ifhtlic Agent*. By (Ikukiu 11, v* 
wak ii. M D. One «f the Ku r gp*»ns t»» ills 
Ma«s. General ilo-pitnl. B>so>n. lb-id. pi) 11 . 

From time imnu-m >iial, eurgeons huso a-oi- 
. duously sought after ni<iue means of teinovirg 
the pa'ient from the inll n.ic ; of the sufferings 
attendant upon surgical treatment. Various 
articles of the Materia Mud ten, as well as the 
products of disti Ution, h. ve lo*n employed in 
vain. Animal magnetism aud mesmerism at- 
tracted ephemir.il attention front aftiwcUeiil- 
heri of tho faculty, but they werosoon discoun- 
tenant'd, and are no more heard uf in these 
days of ‘ reformed practice.* 

In September, IS to, Dr* Morton and Jack- 
son, of Boston, discovers 1 that sulphuric ether 
wouM by its inhalation, throw the patient in 
a state of insensibility, and save him thereby 
a va>t amount or pain and misery. So great a 
benefit conferred upon humanity, required but 
to be known, to bo employed wh«r«vor*surgery 
was practised. Numberless operations dread 
ful and prolonged, were perfmmed with the 
utmost sucoecs as to the cure, and safety of 
the patient. But us the ether did not produce 
the same degree of insensibility, and its effect* 
were too transient, or its peculiar odor proved 
disagreeable to many persons. Prof. Simpson 
of Riinbargh, subsiiiu-ed for » r , chloroform, 
a compound of chlorine and bt-carburet of hy- 
drogen. A less q untity is required to produce 
ana- ill-jin, the iffijt '■* > nnIV '"lift-r,,, 
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loatcnt, being u.oi e»»v» r, Hgi table to inh* • 
Another ag»*iit was thought preferable, ai.r 
that watt chl> rio ether, fir.-t recommended by 
the emin* nt tmrgaon, William Lawrence, o» 
London. There are the three agon's employee 
for aitcsthwc purpoa<-. 

We now come to Dr Hsyward’a paper:-tlu | 
value of th«sc agen'e, the dangtr sncid ( 
ing their ad min^tration, and the oompara'iu ; 
unc made of them. The Dr. who hap o i-eMly . 
studied their rflVcta, in vaiied caeca, occurrii j 
in private and in hospital practice, give* tl 
preference to the sulphuric i ther. There it- no 
one Well substantiated instance, of it* h&vinp 


VAGINAL HYSTEROTOMY, 

AND 

SUBSEQUENT DELIVERY WITH 
FORCEPS, 

with safety to boih mother and child. 

By GI NNING S. BEDFORD, M D. 

PHOFlPfcOB OF MIDWIFERY AND THE DISEASES 
OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE tMViK 
•II Y OF NAW-YORK. 


[ The following case, copied from the Ame- 
rican Journal of the Medical Science®, id the 
second in which Prof. Bedfud performed 

. . he opcia» ion of Vaginal Hysterotomy. In the 

produced iutal uonseqtu ncci*. and although 11 ,. . . . ,, ... * 

* ...... , , hrst case, the uterus had been seriously injur- 

xnanv cases, lU exhibition may not have beei , . , v * 

4. , j • t. r ir . • • . • red in consequence of attempt* made to promo- 

attended with the f. II elRct one might wish. , , . ... 

. .. , , , - . , . i 'e abortion, by the notorious Madame Heatell. 

It nevertheless. has i rovt-u oi signal bej.clit t« „ », . . 

, Iht Prof a advice was soIm d bj the attend* 


the patient, and advantage to the burgeon. 
Wc have rxperimenUd with the etlcr va 


ing physiciani*: he made u hi 1 ateral section 

f the organ, ard in ten minutes, the patient 
por, munj huodrtd of time* ; at the dt.iro ol w „ deliwr . d „ f . fu „ gwwn , Wrg#WJd T1| , 

friends, «« have inhaled it, and not the Jigh i inothtr Mld Bhild . MnliQued du wcI1 wilh . 
tist unpleasant mult was ever observed W * 
employ it daily in our tuigical practice, an* 
have witnessed its aduiiniotration in that ol 
•everul of our friends, more esp« cially in the 1 
of M. Bixdy esq D-D S. , and always with 
the happiest result*. 


ut any untoward y nptome. 

To Profcs.'or Bfdiokd, is due the h<nor of 
having first perftrmed this very delicate and 
langcrous operation in America: and we are 
pleased in transferring it to our columns, to re- 
cord soother of the many brilliant achieve- 


Can we give our unqualified assrnt to tit , . . r f «, . . 

b n f men's tor the relief of si fieri ng humanity, and 

use of cbhnofuim 1 No. The number of well ... . . . , .. .. ... , _ 

, . | which have so much distinguished teveial of 

authenticated capes of death, which has folluw .. . .... .. , , . . . , 

. the American medical men : and which place 

ed its me in E irope and in this country ; • tin ,, . . . . . . 

. 1 , , them equal, and in n any instances, far above 

eovere constitutional derangements, and the . . * 

ihcir kur .pean fallow- prat-titlor era — s ) 

dreadful cerebral disordeis.it has caused, will, 

preclude it from gr ties* u*e It r* quires at ali . 1^*1 at five o clock 

1 ...... A. W- Ur. A. Clinton was summoned to attend 

times, the utmost caution and discrimination vi r *. L , aged 30, in labor with her first child, 
in administering it. Of oh) >rie ether, very lit Dr. C. hod attended her in repeated, and re- 
tie is known: it has been employed, com para- OMnnoUja v^re attacks of nephritis OnieacH- 
. , . . , » f , . » ng the house, Le ft und Mrs. L in labor, the 

lively speaking, hut by few surgeons, and n aiM bei „ g decided, and occurring with regu- 

must be submitted to the test of long and tried lority at iutervals of fifteen and twenty minu- 
exporienee, before its use can become general. tea ’ examination per vaginant, the Fir. 

It, was unable to detect (he os tinea;; he very 
cautiously explored the vagina and presenting 

— — * portion of the womb with Lis finger; and after 

ter The timhi l.K.k um,.I at the commee- “ vcf “ l fr “ it 1 le “ •“^tnnte to find the mouth of 
cement or acute dUettaea; it .!«. belong ,ohj«. be Q '> cclu 'H ,h “ t 'be dtScult, of 

teria and hv, ««!.., ndriua ». before the attack, ol f“ ol “ n K lh » K . tt " " w "'* ,D . “Ufweitiun of 
which it i. more e. r ,eci«lly «pre««l. An an- t . l l r " r ',"'" Non | . 1 uf th « P”' 

*iou. look ehnr.oteli.ea all heart di.ea.c., A Aeeordmgl;, ho vaitrd mtt.l evening. 


derpairiug lock app.rtain. to violent infl.m- » h * " 'he paioa ncrea.tng in violence, and a„- 
waioo. of the abdomen, to softening of ihe ; * u . mw ;? vijmlMve elaraeUr, he again eia- 

stomaeh, and to the Asiatic cholera -Schill. bul »" ' "« betl " 

’ lie then proposed a consultation, the patient 

A narrow pop'!, in acute diseases, is a sign of having been in labor fourteen hours. My col- 
inflammation of the brain, and of the sympathe- league, Prof. Mott, was Mint for; on hearing 
tic nervous system.— Id. j *hc particulars of the caw, he made a viginal 
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examination; and, after rep a.id a tempt* fa 1 
ed in finding the mouth of the wuii.b. IV»f. 
Mutt thought that possibly * >mn chang i would 
occur during the night in the position • f ihe 
part*, which would enable him to reach the (ta- 
uten, and left the house with the promise tha* 
he wool I return in the morning. Or Clinton 
continued with his patient during the night, 
and the pains oo^urred regularly with more or 
leaf force. Me mode several examinations, and 
Could feel nothing bu» a globular, smooth, and 
anifor n surface. In the morning. Nov. 7 h at 
ten o'clock, Prof. Mott returned. The pains 
wire then much m *re violent, and »h* f» i--iit 
sufT-rcd severely Me ngdn attempted by ex* 
rain ition to reach the in »uth of tl e wmnb and 
ji;*iu failed. l*o use his o vn language, *• I 
havs seen a great many ob-tetriu cases and 
have attended almo.it. every variety of puric- 
ritiuo; hut it is the fir-t time, aVr thirty— ix 
hours' lab ir, that I could not fe« 1 the os tin ic 
— The ea*c w a now assuming a dangernu* 
character; the pains wire fr qientnnd expul 
sive, with an obliterated rauith of the won b 
The fear, therefore, was rupture of this organ 
»n l death of the paticn r , with but lit* 1 1 nhai.c 
for the life of the eh 1 1 The hu-band an" 
friends were informed of the precarious sitna 
tion of the patient. Drs Mott and t liuton di- 
cidod to have additional consultation ; and I 
met them at oie o'clock on Sunday, the patient 
having been in more or b as active labor for 
forty hour-* On i xn nining h» r I could not 
feel the sl’i;h r e*t trace of an ee tnr*o; and 1 , 
becanio sat i. -tied, after a thor ugh exploration ] 
that it was entirely obliterate!. Under the*© 
circumstances the death i f the mother being i 
inevitable without an opt ration, it was propi.-| 
sed to lay the womb open through the vagina :| 
and at the r- ijuest of Drs. Mott a id Clinton, ! I 
proceeded to perform the operation a* fdlowr-:' 
With a probe* p inted bistoury covered to with-; 
in a few line* of its extremity with linen, an<‘ j 
taking my finger as a guide! I made a bi-late- i 
ral sec'i-m of the neck of the womb, extending j 
the Incision to within a line or tw » of the peri . 
toneal cavity. The hra I of the « Hill w is ira- j 
mediately felt through the opening The pain* J 
continued with violence, but there wamupro 
gress in the did very ; the neck of the woml- 
was extr smely hard and resisting, and presen- 
ted to the touch, after the incision, a oartilagi 
nous feil. Dr. Mott and myself then left the 
ja’ient in charge of Dr. Clm r on, an 1 return© ’ i 
again at six o’clock in the evening. At thi 
time, although the piins had been seioro, th« . 
head had n >t desocn led, nor had any iinpres 
•ion been made on the opening. I then mad* 
an incision through the posterior lip. The pa 
tient was not in a condition to sustain blond 
letting, and a wcik solution of tartar emetic! 
was admin'stered. with a view, if possible, ot 
producing relaxation. Dr. Ciiutoo remaned j 
with his patient, and promise 1, if any thing oc* . 
c aired during the night, to inform us of it 
We were both sent for at two o'clock, the pa j 
tient suffering severely from violent and exoea- 1 
sive pain, all of which prod iced little or no i 


change on the head of the child. Dr Mott 
having ariived licfore m-*, and fiuJirig Mrs. L 
in great agony, and leariug rupture of the ute- 
rus culurgd the mcidon which I had already 
male, ami *l«o cut towards the two ischiaric 
( bones We remained o> til seven o'clock in »ho 
morning when wo left The pa'ient bring 
much iaiigucJ, a Dover's p »wder was ordi red 
which procure I a c <mfoi table sleep, and tem- 
p irary itiimunity fr uu suffering. Wo called 
again ot , I -Yen oVnck ; tho opening had dila- 
ted somewhat, and the head Could be more die* 

' tinct'y felt, but it had riot begun to engage in 
the pelvis. There was much heat about the 
parts. ».n I the Mft'p was corrugated. The pains 
confirmed with regularity, losing nothing in 
violence, and about six o’clock on the evening 
•f Mon a . the | ati nt*s strength wa- evident- 
ly giv.ng WkV, a I ner pulse rose to 140. In 
a word, the symptoms w ire m «st alarming. 
Tnu i| (ration n -w presented itself, what was 
to he d»n« ? Aft r mature deliberation, being 
essentially conservative i-i the whole i» anago- 
oeiit of the "ase. we determined to make an 
ktrempt to d«liv.-r with the forceps- certain] J 
■lot uii ea«y tiling to do with the head at iho 
••uperi »r strait not l> -gun to engage in the pel- 
! v ar.U the opening of the womb not larger 
j chan a d.»l ar pieo-, rigid anl unyitlJing. Ihe 
| force fis, however, after a full view of all the 
< circ imstanoeac presented to us the most feasi- 
ble means of iff eting delivery. At tbo request 
•if Drs. Mott and Clinton. I applied the forceps 
»nd w is fortunate, without much loss of time, 
in locking the instrument. The head was situ- 
ated diagonally at the upper strait, with flex- 
ion l it' partially male 

I first directed traction downward and back- 
ward. the forceps handle forming an acute 
ang>e with the axis of the infer o.- *trait. of the 
pilvis, an l when l succeeded iu 11 xing the 
chin of the child upon the sternum, l then ro- 
tated tne handle id't'ie instrument for the pur- 
pose of giving the domi-spiral mov- mont to the 
dead. In this way, after very great effort, I 
succeeded in bringing the head to the inferior 
strait, the occiput pressing on the perineum. 
At this stage of the operation, my arms and 
'muds were nearly paralys'd, mic'i wm the 
force necessary to overcome the diffi :ulty. I 
requested Dr. Mo't, who was by ray side, to 
relieve mo, and h**. after no inconsiderable ef- 
fort, MioceedeJ in bringing the head into the 
world; and our gratification was in no way di- 
minished by the fact that the obil I was alive, 
in event co tiioly nut ti have been expected. 
As strange a* it may appe ir, the only inoove- 
uienee experienced by tne mother after deli- 
very was an inability to pass her water; this 
continue 1 for about two weeks, rendering it 
neci'ssiry to intr ©luce the catheter twice daily 
for the purpose of relieving the bladder Tbo 
mother ai d child are in the enjoyment of ex- 
cellent health, it being now three months 
ainoo the operation. 

It may, perhaps, bo thought by some that 
the patient should hive been delivered sooner, 
anl that we subject*! her to serious and un- 
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]iK«M<;tr) I ttiini ill \ it g liie v**ry by 
fi'io.'l** I In* tnigb' pns-ibly I e sUr»- 

l.inol m ^ncul |» i 'triple* ; hut 1 think h 
v ill h** conceded tln»i, in this individual cWt* 
vt* wire tint only jtMiti-d in the tit lay, Ini' 
the result proved li e «imI<>iii til the course wr 
] Until ed. In my jo Igtncrit, nothing. under do 
peculiar circun.it mice* of the case, CoiilJ have 
warranted a uy ir-tempt at uriiti ial delivery, 
t.iffun flppioich to edmuxtion on the part of 
l'ic no! her. or the octane nee of some acculenl 
placing hfe m t'ie most imminent peril The 
| «*niiio:i tit the Ire al lieatJ, and (he ct n Jitioii 
of dm in u h of li e aroiuh wvio >uch as to ren- 
der extmn ly pruball* the failure of any at- 
l mipt at delivery. The obvious indication (here 
lure, was to Must to nature an long an she war- 
c ipVile of a *tiog. and lor the uytou-heur to 
proceed to ariilicini delivery the moment the 
general system ix'iibiied tv, deuces of pr« a*. ra- 
tion. 


LANCET NOTE BOOK 

or 

AMERICAN PRACTICE. 
[Prepare! expressly for the Lakcet ] 


The Blood of an Inebiialc. 

I wins called in proit haste to see a patient 
who wn represented to lie in a dying condi- 
tion : md on my arrival nt the house I really 
f Mind I im s ck, liU’< far from being as I a 1 u> 
icproented. My p-i'hnt had a severe attack 
of |»1* uriti*. The symptoms ba ng very ugor, 

I thougnt proper to take Id »od The peculiar 
i-dor cniUted by the h'orl wuile tunn'ng from 
the vein, together With the ►in 'iil.tr npp ar 
i nee it presumed after rmna : n tig in tlm bowl 
a f w mmu'M. led me to h further examination , 
of it. One half, (that is, the lateral half. > was 
of the normal appearance when drawn from » 
patient Uoormg under an inflammatory affec- 
tion ; tilt ocher half hnd the appearance of milk 
upon the surface — so much so. tlm I question* 
oi my assistants ns to the fact, although I was 
jails pom live of the vessel being dean when 
handed iu me I gave the bowl a rotatory mu- 
tton. vet the fluid would no* mingle remaining! 
just tlie sa ne n< when first observed. 

What is s' ill more interesting, and to which 
my attention was at mated, we n the fumes o*j 
ab ohol; w ieh were so strong that one would 
Imre s *pposed that article «o ha e been thrown 
in amono; the blood. 1 did not apply a ligh'ed i 
taper to i r , but have not the lea t doubt that if! 
I had I should have seen it ignite-— burning j 
wi li its lambent fla re. Is P at nil strange tha 
we find in autopsies o those pors ns who are in 
I tie liah'tunl use of ale »bolic lquora sue • de- : 
position-* snd c mcrction* ? Why should not 
ilieir tissues h* transformed when their blood 
isso charged wi h carbon and hydrogen, wbi.sh 
ere s » fo eign to its vi a ity f D s use, with nil 
its concomi'unts, m ist needs ni *k i its ravages 
— the N'omac'i s iffning that, the fuac i.*i of 
n*«im lation de< ro;ed : the brain Iron conti- 
nued narco iaoa ; soften*, break* down, an 1 the 
erra'urc dies. 

na'i nt t lesrned drank N. E. runt in 
large du«*4 often r-peatol i>r G. i>. J ■ •m:*: 
ioatoa Mel Jour. . 


I. Topical use of Iodine iu Croup. 

Dr. (J. .v C ll.vkPKK, has Used the tincture of 
loline in Croup with the happiest results Ho 
pau»t* the trachea from the sternum to Adam's 
apple and on cither side to the inner borders 
of the stvrno maetoidei muscles. Where the 
pntient hi* become d»b litated by the use of 
nuu*ennts and purgatives, ho prescribes the 
-yrup of onions: the bowels tube regulated by 
castor oil — St Louis Mid. Journal. 

II Cod liver oil, in Strumous 
Conjunctivitis. - Patient seven \curs old, 
tod ulb-eted iur it ne months, bad taken | ow- 
ners of by !r c cieta ; pulv rbei et magues., 
repeated every four hours; c«ipN to the nope 
of the neck arid light nutritious diet, this plan 
uf treatment improved the general health, but 
eXT’e-J no tv-flu* ncu on the rye: other reme- 
» dies were employed without btntfit. Ordered 
oixi liver o I, cold soli bath daily, with the oc- 
caniiitial application of a rnviuth crystalLof 
sulphate ot copper to the ii-fl iroed part J ino 
cure now progio-sed roost rii| i lly.— Da E A. 
Hkinizlkman, in Ncw-Jei>cy Med. Reporter. 

1(1 .Etliereal Solution of Gun- 
Cotton, in Erysipelas. —The erysipela- 
tous iutl munition is generally superficial, in- 
volving piiucip il'y the capillary vessels of the 
cuticle und subcutaneous tissues : therefore, 
any >ub*tanc« which woulJ, after application 
contract, thereby expelling the superabundan- 
ce of blood from the part, would of course les- 
sen the pain and irritation These results were 
obtained hy the use of the gun ootton-solutioo, 
the it.fl irnmat try redness disappeared, and im- 
mediate relit f was obtained — D. J.W.Furu, 
in Oaio Med. and Surgical Journal. 

IV Sulphate of Quinine i*»rSin- 
gultll'. --I'atient twenty tivo years old, taken 
in labour the IT ih Feb , instrument il delive- 
ry on tha 2<) Lh. * n the night of the 10 th, 
hiccough became persistent, and continued so 
without interruption, even during sleep, for 
seven d*ys and nighty The uau*l antispas- 
modics, as well as the precipitated.carhcnate 
of iron were used ineffectually ; chloroform 
was repeatedly inhaled, till coma and insensi- 
bility resulted, but tho hiccough still continu- 
ed. On the 5th and 6.h days after delivery, 
the pulse was full and of good character ; she 
seemed to be doing well, save tho singultus, 
nod a daily febrile exacerbation. 0a the 20th 
with the iotentiou of averting the next attack 
offerer, quinine »}*e were taken at once, and 
3 grs. two ho ns after. The first do*e bad been 
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taken but half an boor, when the hiccough 
CfH^Pii entirely ) nor cJi«l it return Until ih*» fol- 
1 >«in)t mornti'g when another dure of Id rr*. 
promptly nnd |*erroat«eh f ly arrested it. — Prof 
t. A Duo as, to Southern Medical Journal. 

V. Epidemic Dysentery. Foil doses 

of opium, with email potious of ipecacuanha, 
repeated at such intorv »ls as to keep the pain 
aiul tenesmus in subjection : IM hydr. was 
also given in three or four grain dneea, every 
four hour*, andenn'inu-d until slight symp- 
tom* of ptyalUm appeared in i leas the disease 
subsided before this iff et K**pt up nc’ive 
counter irritation wi’li strong v da tile liniment 
thro' out: enjoined rigidly a milk die*- and mu 
cilag'tnnus liriuk*. I hi* plan of treatment, w in 
based upon the b lief, tb it the disease depend- 
ed upon functional derangement of thn liver, 
and i t.fl umnation of the mucuoua membrane of 
the colon and rectum and therefore, th it pur* 
gatives of any kind, arc out of question in rl»e 
trca’.m nt of dysentery.— J. Ilona; 0 ilo M Jr. 

VI. Traumatic Tct.iuu*, treated 
with aulpiiatc of Quinine* -Cw ; .V 
1* aged 2J v*ry nealthy and athletic wi- 
uidei.tjlly wounded n- ur the external malleo- 
lus of the left leg by the discharge of a pi-to| 
loaded with tow The wound Jil well during 
three weeks, when from exposure tubal wea- 
ther an-1 from fatigu *. tetanic smiptotn* were 
produced. The woun 1 Ini nearly h aled, but 
was dry, with everted edges, und s tain awel- 
)iog of the ankle : li Cal unrl grs. xxv, ipecac- 
uanah grs. ii, : poultice of bops to the w«-n id ; 
followed by a full du*n of castor oil After the 
operation of these medicines, to take half a 
grain of sulphate morphine, every half hour for 
two hours, and afterwards GO drops of tincture 
opium every hour : three portions of the opium 
were taken, and there being a disposition to 
sleep, it was di -continued. The spasms contin- 
uing. the ano lyne was administered Mifli- 
cient to keep him quite sleepy A h inter was 
substituted for the poultice: the patient was 
now much exhausted, puUe 1>3, and fab'ej 
skirt perspiring freely: blister dressed with ha- 
eilioon ointment . Ou the evening of the second 
day, ordered sulphate quinine 3**, I contin- 
ued tlie opium There was a decided remis- 
sion at mid-night; rhei pulv grs. xl. was g v- 
en, and three hours after, castor oil 5 j : acted 
freely Anodynes given p r. n nnd on the 3rd 
day ut G o'clock, l 1 . M., sulphate quinine 3' 
was ordered ; sympt mu mu sh mitigated ; at G 
IV M.. fourth day, thirty grains q linino were 
taken. The convulsive motions gradually sub- 
sided, and in f »ur or five diy* entirely di-ap- 
peared. The wound was mala to suppurate 
with some difficulty, b it fi tally healed, and 
the inan is now well. — I). S S, Km son, in the 
Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 

Dr. K remarks, that the cure in this case, 
way be attributed lo the employment of the 
qiininet the following ca?-e ia which the 
►.uno remedy, was used with the most signal 


K1IC\N PRACTICE. 

hen- fi . w..ui»l luin uaku u» hope, tlm* *o 
no r p*s*es-* thi means of arresting a d»»**wi 
of frequent oconrrei cs, and wh ; vh bn* ul 
invariably proved futal, under all plans of 
treatment. 

VII. Stilfv!iiiie of Quinine in T> 

( units. — l’ - tieiit ten years old , H'uck anal 
in her Intel: tetanic sympt .ins apje n ed eight 
or n’n days a t r **lie wo ind ha I been onen- 
eb. an alkaline i> milieu appliel and innrphin* 
a Iniiniet -rml II •» 1 was drawn bick fix^d ri- 
gidity of the posterior muscles of the neck &e. 
cou itenan-ie anx'-m*. poise somewhat ticcelo- 
rated. Morphine to be taken as much a* p «s- 
fih'e a-i I • r- mifn c iu iter-'r it it on to the 
spi-ie She wo k»pt n*‘ght *nd day, in a s'ate 
of nnr j »«i*iu i T n » *n the 1 1 ' h : iho *yai,'t »m§ 
|»rogr.*a-*i»ig. o *l»a *•* I S.ilph Q-i'uine x grains, 
Salph Morphine 1-4 grain, insiluti-.n i-vc.’f 

three, f it - or fi e hours wico .ling to tlie e-- 
r e ts 1 i»«x treitin *nt was attended by u 
prdongaion of the intervals brtween the p»t- 
r-.x/sni-il ep i-ais. an l a di ninotiin in viohui* 
oj. The i) «l I av-at UMiilly in luce 1 by large 
d nee of qai'iine shove 1 it e’f -c venal times to 
a >n ilertte degree, and i • f-*riy eight h mrs, 
the pisins ha I entirely ceased although the 
rigidity persisted anj grain illy wo's away in 
the o ran* of a w uk. The 1-hjs of q -linine and 
morph ne. w re now grad a ally lessened, and 
finally omitted on the 21 «t; eleve i days, f. ora 
tun comraenoetn -nt of the disease, when the 
patient was dismissed entirely c ircl. — Prof. 
L A. Denis, in S mthern M:d. Journal. 

VIII Treatment of hc?ratjd anil 
contused Won tills, iu p irt s likil j 
to bi‘ followed by Tetanus, [foe an 
alyris of the b lloa ing ca*ca of severe injuries, 
likely to induce tetanus, and suooewfully trea 
ted by turp ratine, canno*. but prove highly in- 
teresting to all our readers.] 

Case 1st. — Rev. W. Faonelly, ag*d 24: on 
the 2 r )th Aug.. Miff i red an exteosive iaoera'i-K) 
of the left hand, by the expioeion of a gun j 
the little finger, was amputated at tho met* 
oarpo- phalangeal arthral ition. Spirits nf iur- 

f ientine was poured into the w mods foil >wed 
>y lint sa'nrated with it to the same ; patient 
felt Ortti r wttM-v aod hal merely a pung-rat 
sense' t on in the han l. Low diet ; culom jl 2;r*. 
opi nn l grain, to b taken night and morning. 
The w .on ts were dresoe«l with turpentine up 
to the 2">th. when equal parte of turpentine 
an-1 olive oil werj aubetimxl for it ; pfyaltera 
taking place, the mercury was discontinued, 
hd l a siliov apodent or lerol. On the 2Jih, 
emollient poultices w.-re applied ; Wounde 
were clam ; in a few days, healthy granula- 
tion sprung up, pus of a g vkI character was 
freely accreted, and on the l >*.h of Soptemlvr 
the poultices were changed lor c untie wash, 
dry lint, and oite 1 silk : the parts were ail ci- 
citrizol on the 2nd ofOjtoWf. 

Cw 2 nd — K <» sjden. age GO : 30 tii 
right Land eevercly cri?h b ia booio machiue- 
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ry : w. u da on its dor-al and piliuar u*pec f *, 
mdic I.rusl and c instil uliwnul treatment, anu 
Feo»*Vf*ry soon followed- 

Case 3 rd. — M. II. age 30; fop of the thumb 
in eluding the nail ground off, as well am the 
hint phalanx of the index ftigwr and half of the 
second ptialanx Amputated the thumb at the 
articulation between the fi rat and last phalanx 
the index between the fir«t and second; inci- 
sion* retained together by adhesive plasters, 
dedgete of lint soaked in turpentine over them, 
'aloniel and opium ; wound* healed kindly, 
and no had consequences followed. • 

Cate 4 th ; Smith, ng* 20, 2nd July wound 
of the thumb by the di-churge of a pistol ; me 
fatarpo phalangeal articulation opened, and 
la>t phalunx fractured, toft parts n»mb torn ; 
adjusted the pitrts, without washing away the 
blood, wounds dressed wiih lint and turp ti 
tine ; splint and roller to the fracture ; to keep 
the parts cont'nualty w t with turj o ti ie 
Anistyoe draught taken, and strict* at quiet 
enj duo-1; oiloinel i gr , op um ij gr*., uign 
and morning Patient improved till the 5«h ; 
when he complained of darting pains, running 
up the arm in the cour.-O of the median nerve 
6th, some difficulty in opening the mouth, and 
pain in the neck ; being under the influence of 
mercury, it was discontinued purgative order- 
ed anodyne at bed- time; die sing removed for 
the fir»-t time this day, wound dean but no at- 
tempt at union. Kqua) parts of olive oil and 
turficntine to the wounds; he took an opiate 
every night up to the 11th, wounds treat d as 
described. Warm dressing was now diicunti 
noed. and emollient poultice* ordered. In u 
few day* one of the flexor tendons sloughed off 
healthy granulations next followed ; poult cea 
discontinued; touch the parts daily, with the 
cuuetio wash, covering them with lint and oil* 
ed silk. The woundel parts soon cioatrix^d. 
and the patient has now the full use of his 
thumb. 

The mercury was given, to prevent, or ar- 
rest the morhifla action, whilst the opium i* 
required to tranquill.se the systom ; how the 
turpentine act*, is a suhj >ot, that may admit 
of oontrorersy. It seems to exercise a specific 
influence on the nerves, and by its action des- 
troys or prevents, nervous irritability. That 
it has a sedative influence cannot be doubted 
the patients expressing themselves relieved, a 
pungent sensation being only complained of 
The wounds become clean by its application 
resembling muscle, after having been ma 
oersted; in fact, it s* e us to ke» p the surrout d 
ing parts in the same 6tate, as if no injury 
was inflicted; there being very little inflam- 
matory action, no signs of gangrene, erysipe- 
las, or hemorrhage. — Dr. J O' Hullt, in the : 
New- York Journal of Medicine. 


H'ancee ; exercise, one nr two bottles of porter 
daily, full diet, and a d over's powder or other 
soporific at lied- time, proved sufficient. When 
the nervous symptom* were well developed, 
but the pulse, warmth of skin, condition of the 
ntoraaoh and mU'Cubir capacity, evinced the 
I nWnos of prostration, one grain of opium 
wm given every two or three hour*, perhaps 
with wormwood ti*a. but without alcohol, un- 
le s the patient had been habitually a large 
drinker. If the skin became ooM and clammy, 
pulse rapid and *m ill wiib general exhaustion 
a table-spoonful of brandy every hour or two, 
was given with one grain of opium every hour 
as a ioax>mum. Tins course rarely failed to 
produce sound and prolonged sleep in from one 
to three or four days, and recovery almost im- 
mediately followed. In several cases, a blister 
t • the nucha, shortened an ib-tinate attack ; a 
number required laxatives. Intractable vomit- 
ing and rejection of food, were subdued by the 
usual memos. Dr H. Haktsiioanf, in Amer- 
ican Journal ol Medical Science . 

X Pathology of Dystuenorrhoea. 

I’rof. PakXih, ti an Heated several cates of this 
disease, upon ihe theory, that the difficulty de- 
pen Jh on the narrowing ol the os uteri. He 
relieves the stricture by introducing a bougie 
of sufficient site, and perfect success ha* at- 
j tended ihe practice He is satisfied that many 
tf n"t mo**t oases of dysmenorrhosa are caused 
by this mechanical obstruction, and that the 
mechanical treatment will save many females 
from years of »uff ring, and relieve them from 
the c vil of sterility — frane. Am JMed. Assoc. 

Xf Vera from Viriit*, or Ameri- 
can Hellebore. — We make the following 
extracts from an excellent paper, on the uses 
and properties of this rim dial ng^nt, by l)r 
W C Norwood, in the June Number of the 
Southern Medical and Surgical Journal : 

He has employed it moot Irequently in pneu- 
monitis and its varieties, and thus classes its 
properties : beginning from the least promin- 
ent, to those believed to be the moBt energetic 
and valuable ; — acrid, narcotic, expectorant, 
diaphoretic emetic, and la-itly, sedative, emin- 
ently reducing the frequency of the pulse, and 
rendering it slow, full and distinct Its occa- 
sional effects are slight and pleasant delirium, 
symptoms resembling hysteria, prcternatursl 
wakefulness, & j. — l^t Acrid ; it relieves very 
m>Jerate oa*es of torpor, and where not suffi- 
cient for extreme coses, it renders a much less 
quantity necessary, of such articles os ginger 
dec , than would be requisite, if the veratrum 
was not administered ; and by virtue of this 
property, it obviates any torpor that might bo 
the result, or follow from iui own narcotic 


IX Treatment of Mania-a-l'olu. powers, and also counteracts some of the trou- 
Twenty six eases in the Pennsylvania Hospi- blesome effects of opium, such as general tor- 
tol, were successfully treated in the following por of the whole systf m, or of the bladder in 
manner: — by a combination of the moderate particular. Narcotic ; it allays pain, inducing 
opiate with the stimulating plan, variod aooor- more or less quiet, or even sleep, and not being 
ding to the cose. In mild or threatening in- j accompanied by the disagreeable symptoms at- 


« 
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tendant upon the use of opium, or iU prepara- I the frequency of the polne. He o ten omits the 
tions, it prove* itself a very vuluahlo agent [ remedy for one div. when the pulsation* fall 
Expectorant : under ite ordinary effect*, the i in number under fi'ty or sixty per minute, 
vurfuce is nearly always sufficiently soft or For a child, three to live years old, he corn- 
moist and at times drenched with perspiration. ^ menci* with two or three drops, every three 
or if there is no moisture, the heat is so much ; hours, hut does not a Id more than one or twc 
reduced, as to render any additional remedy ■ drop* at each dose, unless the symptoms arc- 
for ita diaphoretic effects unnecessary. It is : or should bee 'mo bo urgent a* t » require tbf.t 
actively and drastically emetic, when taken in j th» system be brought more speedily underlie 
single full doses, and is perfectly *afo if given influence A tt a spoonful will o' ten operate no 
in small portions and at short intervals, fur jd- a die, and will scarcely have need to be re- 
the young, delicate or feeble. It d**ee not pro | p< ated beyond the second or third portion ev- 
mote tiro secretion of bile, though it induces . cry ba'f hour, before its full effects will be ex- 
free mucous or serous discharges ; it produces : periotic d. He has found the small dose gra- 
great nausea, and an unusual putano's or con- | dually increased, and often repeated the tnwrv 
traction of the capillaries, thereby producing effica uou«. To relieve its unplea ant effeot . 
more ©r lees coolness of the surface, with the , order mustard piaster t > the spine and extreni- 
feeltng of fainting or exhaustion. Its most pro- itiee, syrup of morphine and tiacture of gia- 
tninent effect is, a certain extensive and per- 1 ger, and t us pend the remedy, 
manent reduction in the frequency of the ! 


pulse ; it is the only article we know that cer- 
tainly and invariably lessens the frequency ol 
the cardiac and arterial pulsations, aud it pos- 
tpone* this property in a greater degree, than 
any one, aod probably all the nrttdtf combin- 
ed, for which this quality or effect is claimed 
In pneumonitis typhoidee, the velocity with 
whioh the blood is proptdled through the lung- 
is certainly tho most difficult circuiustaocc at 
tending this disease to control permanently ; 
this desideratum, the Dr tolls us, is ob*ained 
by tke use of tho veratrarn virido ; it not only 
counteracts and excites a new mines of actions 
but from its possessing in a high degree the 
power of lessening the frequency of the pulse 
and consequently the moduli of the lungs, and 
rapidity o! respiration, it g v s an pie time 
and opportunity to the diseased orgvn. to res 
tore itself. It is powerfully naweant, thereby 
aiding expectoration, which in an eminent do 
gree, agists the capillaries in relieving them- 
selves of their engorged condition. 

The diff ?rcnoe in effect between the vera- 
trum virido and veratrum album, is the fol- 
lowing : the v album is emofic and cathartic, 
the v virido is solely emetic; v albu n excite* j 
a peculiar burning glow and 11 ish of the face: , 
"V virido produces uo such symptom* ; v viride 
causes a seu*e or feeling of dissolution, d«*liri- 
utn, and p-tr<»xy*tns of hysteria; v album does] 
not. The » fUet* of the v album do not excite I 


X'f. Hypertrophy of the Uterus, 
j with Procidentia. — Mrs. O.. net. 41, had 
I -uttered Iran dyarnen srhcei for several years, 

I it sometimes amounting ti menorrhagia, and 
even 11 aiding. In 1846, 1 found her with glo* 

! bus palpitations, cold feot. intermitting pulse, 
leuchcrrhco i and amenorrheas; womb bard to 
the touch aod painful, about three inches in 
its transverse diam-ter. and resting with ite 
mouth upon the perineum, causing a dragging 
weight in the pelvis, pain in the loins, and 
numbness in the extremities. Regulated the 
bowels wh.U u tactic pills, ordered quinine «r- 
Hy morning, a tea-sp* onful of pulveris 'd cu- 
bebs before each meal : w»r.n wa'er to be a- 
bun Inntly thrown up the vagina doily, with a 
self- ©I 'Orating syringe. In two months, she 
i wan batter; directed the stream to he conduct- 
ed up to the womb with a syphon, for two housa 
I ». very third day This was done but twice, and 
| with so much hem fit, that the patient was 
I soon enabled to ride oat, in excellent spirits. 
Th*' syphon was irregularly used for a month 
afterwards Menstruation became rep ular and 
natural; all symptoms disappeared ; an 1 hea'th 
wa* re»ti»r«*d. -Dr. F. It. GekDONj West Juar, 
•if Med. &: Surg. for April, 1850. 

XHI. Cynanche Maligna, treated 
with a stream of warm water.— 

V child. »H. 3. hud Ofnanebc, suffocating res- 


in the minds of the by-tau iers a belief in the pi ration, ton*'* Is swollen and of a dark purple 
rapid aud speedy dissolution of the patient, j color, pulse 150 and small : at 12 M., applied 
but the seiiou of the v virido usually create* i solution of xv grs nitrate of silver to §i of 
that impression; the v uluim does not lessen water, to the tonsil* and fauces, und gave tart, 
materitlly, and permanently the frequency ol -nietic freely: no nausea or improvement; gave 
the pulse; but the v viride cau*e« this change x gra. blue mass and reddened the throat with 
in the heart's action ; it also produce* ptlene** , I in ; terb. ; no relief; give vi grs. calomel with 
coldness and diaphoresis ; the v album does not j 1 gr. tart emetic, and 2 grs. ipecac ; no nau- 
Prepir.iti« u : bruised root jjviij, alcohol Ibj ; sea; child worse in n 1 ! re-pcotg, and expected 
generally begin with ten drops, increasing tht ; it would die in 15 minutes, when a stream qf 
oo*e from one to five drop* each time, and re- warm water was poured upon thf* throat and 
pea ting it every two or three hours, till nan- ; continued for two hours. 1 he chili breathed 
sea, emesis, or a diminution in the arterial ac- easier; broken doses of ipecac, frequently giv- 
lion takes place. Now lessen the qumtity, or en, and nausea and vomiting eusisy produced, 
extend tho interval, so that nausea and emesi* tallowed by rapid improvement; ipeono. dii- 
are not exoitod, taking care however, t « give oontiued io three hears; child slept till dv* 
ioongh to maintain the reqn : rtd reduction in light, aai was out of dinger. • 14 - 
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Tttft 

moral and physical system. 

By Horace .\e)«on, M. D. 


(Continued from pago 150.) 

The Fame remarks aro applicable to her 
mental faculties. Those gifted to man, are 
more conducive to impart an elevated idea of 
his species . those of woman on the contrary, 
eontrilHite more to the possession of happi- 
ness, than they flatter vanity. If we sometimes 
love t> wander with the former, in the dexert 
and almost inaccessible regions where genius 
dwells, the difficulty tncuuntered in maintain- 
ing for a length of time, a stalj little in ac- 
cordance with our bodily weakness, ciuse* us 
to return with renewed pleasure to the ordina- 
ry sphere, wherein nature places us -embellish, 
ed by woman s ever exclusive accomplishments 
and which cast a charm, over our every day 
momenta. 

The passions actuating all animated beings, 
correspond with the means granted hy nature 
to satisfy them. Lot us take a rapid glance at 
the animal creation, and we will find that in 
each of the very many species, the moral attri- 
butes bear n constant and fu.thful relation, to 
the physical conformation : anger and cruelty 
are the concomitants of strength, wi.eieus tim- 
idity is always the a:teiuhmt of wcakne s. To 
what purpose should woman be endowed with 
audacity, which at cveiy instant, would be 
counteracted by her frailty ] Temerity ill be 
come-, ona who possesses but little of the pow- 
er, required to euauro protection. 'J he tender 
passions are more congenial to woman, -they 
bear a closer analogy to her physical organiza- 
tion. Love, tompa&-ion, and benevolence, are 
the se nations she experiences, and which she 
most generally excites , and every one must 
feel that a mouth mode for the play of tmilcs; 
that sweet eyes animated by p easuro and 
gayety; that aims, more b autiful than for- 
midable; and a tone of voice carry* ng to the 
toul but kind and affect ouatc inipres ions, 
were never created to form the boon-compani- 
ons of wicked and violent passions. 

Kind nos* is so generally predominant in wo- 
man, that this moral at ribute is sometimes 
met with in persons of the opposite pox whose 
feature* and external conformation, bear com? 


relation to those of woman, it has been justly 
remarked, that men of d- licute and weak cou- 
rt it ut ions, pr^rent many of the inclinations 
and ehsmcterU ics of wf*man The truthful 
ness of this oVcrvatioa, is not to ba wood* red 
at-unin.aL possessing s me similarity of strut- 
turu with man. appear in the same ratio, to 
approuli him by their habi's and in dilations, 
a d th- se having b tween them corp >real 
simili udes, resemble each other to a greater 
< r lets, r dig*ee by ilndr instincts - Cousequea- 
tlv. whether the external or moral attribute*, 
chain taming the different claw s of animal*, 
are the work, or the impr ssions of the in er- 
nal mo’ions of the active principle animating 
them, or wh- th.r th s piinciple .s forced todl" 
loct its nio ions and actions, according to the 

na ure and conformation of the r organs ; it 

is mnnif at, that there is a con <0 an t rr la ion 
I etween tlie moral chain ter a. d phys’eal con- 
stitution ofe\e y sentient king, between the 
ckUruul i pj.cuia c , and tho habit of body. 

In the above lemaiks upon the moral qunF- 
ties of woman, we have inly had in view, what 
appears to flow immediately from her material 
oigan zatioii : for we d ubt not, but ikiteduca- 
tioo, the scciul n orals. and numberless circum- 
s’anecs, <an change in a thousand ways, and 
ev» n i*l uu»t blot out, the primitive character 
1 cs’owed by nutu.es band ; but, it is 11 m erthe- 
ltss tiue, that women in geneiul are, and moat 
natuia'ly be kind and timid. 

S.ill, lh«fe attributes do not exempt them 
from fits of anger, to which they are directly 
opposed ; this pa sim in them, in many instan- 
ces rages violently, bec&uso it defends at the 
ean.o time on the r p’ yateal sensibility, and 
on that pride, which the c mtinacd respect and 
tubmitS!* n of man, must necessarily g've tri- 
gin to. Rut it is readi'y perceive!, with what 
doadvantnge they j art from their natural 
t-phere, by the striking contrast presented hy 
thisc imje uous actions, to the ordinary weak- 
ness t f their s?x. Their features, more mov- 
able th n man’s, dtplico th jra-ndves the 
more easily, and the change depicted on their 
countenance by the distortion, does not even 
t-ucceed in imparting to them a mo e terrible 
appearance. The same woaknoss which causes 
that their anger is not foi midable toothers, 
is Hi -0 the means of its bcii g lesa dangerous 
to ihemt-elves. It has been observed, that an* 
g« r is followed by more disastrous consequen- 
ces in man, than in woman. In the first, it 
.frequently determines the paroxysms of chron- 
ic diseases and produce* visieral eDg >rgirnenta 

the latter, are not entirely removed from the 
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pale of thcfO accidents. though tliry seem to 
be more protected by the flexibility of their 

Organa. 

Th m in no ptate of the mini which htinno- 
oi*°8 so fully with this fl« xihle orpti’ izuticn. 
«8 caprice — that sudden transit of one let ling 
to another diametrically opposed. The «. nu- 
bility, rrhich is a natural consequence of thin 
organization, in subjecting woman to the im- 
pressions of a larger numb r of objects, must 
©eccsearily produce in their mind .a. a multitu- 
de of decision*, which arc at every moment 
overturned the one by the other. When capri- 
ce does not offend by its excels, it may possi- 
bly add anothtr stimulus to the other accom- 
plishments, that characterize the essentiul me- 
rit of their eex. At least, it occasions a certain 
variety of thoughts which arc always pleasing 
LaBrujere say.*, that caprice in woman, is too 
"near a neighbour to beauty, to be its antagon- 
ist. It is certain, that caprice is probably an 
arm, serving sometimes to defeat the presump- 
tuous hopes, and the too triumphant look of 
man, and that in the law of offence and defen- 
ce, established l»y nature, between the sexes 
it was the safest and most certain means of 
setting off the weakest, and of preserving in 
the strongest an illusion, that a too decided 
state of the mind on the part of vutnar, would 
bave entirely destroyed It was necessary to 
curb the desires, in order to make them more 
violent; they would bavo hern extinguished, 
had they been opposed by a degree of rei<i&tan- 
ce whose end one could not foresee fly caprice 
which is hut a momentous determination, -the 
olject is only removed, that it may be the bet- 
ter ohtaned. 

On continuing thus the analysis of the affec- 
tion* peculiar to eitlicr sex wo would proba- 
bly ascertain, that the one which appears cre- 
ated to erjoy all affections and inclinations,- 
muat conform itself, with less facility than 
the other sex, to institutions directed to an ex- 
clusive olject, requiring one to concentrate 
all his perceptive faculties, and which has the 
tendency to onptivate a constantly fugitive 
will, and to fix what so many causes incessan- 
tly tend to render inconstant. Nature which 
could not foresee, nor civil arrangements deter- 
mine, was pleased in having formed woman 
lovely and changeable : -these requisites fulfil- 
led her infentions. It whs deemed advisable 
that woman s l»*ve should be exalted, hut n t 
constant to one object; man on the offensive, 
demands a certain degree of perseverance, so 
as not to lose the fruit of his prrsuit, by eau*- 

it to cease too early. Woman always inis-/ 


tress of surrendering, is ut-ruiu, never to ba 
in want of a conqueror ; man on the contrary, 
uncertain of the conquest, while flying from 
oirc • bject to another, without fixiog Imnself, 
would run the rick of allowing the prize to ea- 
cape The same interest, which has ordained 
that there should bo a constant association be- 
tween both sexes, has also exacted from wo- 
man more stability of uffectiona, than those 
giv. D her nature. Whatever it may be, it is 
oq this tottering basis that the social edifice is 
erected, and we cannot hut award them well 
im-iited jTaise, for the virtue and tact with 
w hich they support and keep it from falling 
in ruins. 

[To he continued ] 
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FOREIGN BODIES IN THE (ESOPHAGUS. 

By Jno. H. M. Cliesuey, M. D. 

To the Editors or tiie 

Northern Lancet: 

Centi i mxn : — The history of the following 
cose, presents Iwu prominent facta; the con- 
sideration of which, may not be without inte- 
rest to the medical renders of the I.vNcrr. 

1st: That foreign bodies of cnnsidcittble 
magnitude, and otherwise from their form lia- 
ble to produce severe injury, may for week*, 
and even months, be lodge i in some p:. r . 
tiun of the OCsophageal tube, without iuterfa- 
ring very materially with its functions, tbc in- 
ge.ta piling down with very little inconve- 
nience, during the presence of the cxtranc- 
uh rubtitance. 

2nd : In order to ascertain the presence 

of foicign b dies in the tube, we should place 
but very little reliance upon the evidence 
derivable from the introduction of smooth flex- 
ible anti elastic instruments. They glide quick, 
ly and smoothly by the object at st arch, down 
to the stomach, and impart to the surgeon 
do certain indication of the ease. 

In tho Full of Ik-10, a little girl four years 

of age, living in the Village of C while at 

play, accidentally swallowed a twenty five ct , 
ITS cnin, and a, Spanish shilling. The child 
immediately suffered great distress, and as is 
usual under rueb circumstances, was very 
much excited. The parents instantly called in 
their family physician. H« explored the tract 
of the temp lingua, by introducing a large sit- 
ed stomach tube, which was passed down with. 
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out any difficulty. The examination was other 
wiee continued, until l oth the operator and 
the parents became satbfhd, that the obstruc- 
tion was removed. A potion of castor oil was 
ordered, and the parents were requested to ex- 
amine the evacuations, until the money appear- 
ed. The hwpeotion of the defecations was 
faithfully kept up for several weeks, until all 
hope of finding tho money was abandoned. 
Tn the mean time, the little girl pursued her 
accustomed recreations, and maintained her 
usual health. At times the food was taken 
with some difficulty, but generally she expe- 
rienced no trouble in swallowing either telids 
or liquids. 

In June 1841, eight months after the occur, 
rcnce of the accident, being in the Village of 

C , I saw the subject of these remarks, in 

company with the medical gentleman, who 
had had thus far the supervision of the case. 


in that organ. Considerable force was exerted 
to withdraw the tube and swollen sponge. 

A delay of a few minutes, and my effort* 
with the probang were renewed, and with eu- 
tiro success. The sponge on its withdrawal bad 
doubtless somewhat liberated the coins, for 
they were now locked upon the first trial with 
the probang, ond brought out. 

The shilling rested upon the surface of thtf 
twenty-five cent piece. Their location, as near 
as I could judge, was about two inches above 
the cardiac orifice of the stomach. The littlw 
heroic patient, received no injury from the pro- 
tracted operation, and on taking the blacken- 
: ed coins in her hand, skipped about tho room 
well nigh frantic with joy. 

Potsdam, N.\ ., May 1850. 

(For twk Northern Lancet.) 


The child appeared to be in good health, and III. 

fn our prefence partook frnrly of food and of i PROPERTIES AND CSES OF 

drinks, which she swallowed without the least! . nnri|/i » y r a r A 

apparent difficulty. The long tube used in the LUotLIA I N F L A T A • 

first instance, was produced by Dr C , and nt 

my suggestion was passed very gently into the, u Lamoille*. 55 

stomach. An instalment of the-nroc kind but 1 


still larger than tlie first, was introduced by To the Editors or the 
myself, without encountering any impAdiment. Njithuh Lancet : 

Nevertheless, I was forced to differ from the fbERTLEMEM : — I undertake the notice of thi> 

attending physician, although this exnmina- medicinal agent with much reluctance, baring 
tion wa* agreed upon ns being conclusive, formerly entertained a strong prejudice or an*- 
The Dr. reminded both, the parents and my- tipathy to the prcsoriptii n. and even the name 
self that he hod yielded to this second trial of of the remedy, on account of its general and 1 
exploring the oe ophngu*. purely from course- promiscuous use by a sect of /Eteulapian bos- 
sy, ‘'having been lorg satisfied, that the tract tards. But, upon the recommendation of a 
of the oe°opbagus was free from any foreign medical friend whogavo me soma instruction* 
body, and that ant further examination was os to the manner of administering it, ? com- 
un called for.” Not being eo fully convinced, os menced its use about fourteen years ago, and 
my respected professional brother, an arrange- can now say from experience that wo postos* 
ment was made wi»h the parrnts of the child, but few more efficacious remedies in all the 
to meet them in West Potsdam ; promising Materia Medica. 

that I would be prepared with such instru- I begin with a brief history of the use of thi> 
ments, as l deemed requisite to further proee- plant among phyeiciane,— The first mention l 
cute the investigation. find 0 f jt by medical authors, is in Thatcher’s 

On the first introduction of a whale-bone Dispensatory of 1810, where it is spoken of ii> 
probarg, to the extremity of which I had at- connection with some thirty of our indigenous 
tached a metallic fixture having two lips, the plants possessing medicinal properties. What 
presence of the coins was Immediately detect- the author relates of its virtues, however, is 
ed, but they were so imb» dded in the spungy borrowed from the writings of a Doctor of Di- 
texture < f the mucous me.nbranc, that I was viuity who states that it is uncertain in it» 


unable to lock them with the instrument. A operation, medicating violently in one case and 
piece of very fine compressed sponge was then not at all in another. Dr. Thatcher, therefore, 
tied to a common stomach tube, about two in- has not investigated the subject, and write* 
chcs from its extremity ; with some difficulty about t!iat of which he is ignorant, predicat- 
I introduced it into the stomach where it was ing his assertions upon mere hear-Bay, which 
allowed to become saturated with the fluid h but seldom good authority : and I wish every 
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leader to bear in mind that it is much ea-ier | 
to copy than to see for one’* sett This earn- j 
account, taken by Thatcher from Dr. Cutter* 
it found likewiao in Kberle's Therapeutics of j 
1825 , and in Hooper’s Medical Dictionary cf 
1832 , where it is nail that it will not come io- i 
to general uae, on account of its uncertainty 
or violence. The U. S. Dispensatory of 1843 
speaks more favorably of it, but refers to the 
D. D. , and says in conclusion : “As an emetic ' 
it is too powerful, and too distressing, as well 
as hazardous in it* op- ration, for ordinary use.” 

8uch, during a term of nearly forty years, 
has been the progress obtained in the know- 
ledge of the qualities of Lobelia, by the facul- j 
ty, or rather, by our professors : and we mu*t i 
t&y that it is lamentable to see so much copied - 
from a person of little or no medical acquire- I 
ments. 

In my intercourse with professional brethren • 
I find some who daily prescrihe this remedy j 
and others who declar » th*-y tried it once and 
will never resort to its use again. But frmi 
my knowledge of its properties and *■ fTicta, l- 
pronounce it a direct sedttiv*. It will indeed 
distress the stomach, when it is administered 
uncombinad with aomi stimulant, as pepper. 1 
ginger, cayenas, & J. Used in this way it is as 
Certain in its operation and as mild as any 
emetic; if it distresses the stunvth. all more 
stimulus, warm slin{, &c. It will throw the 
blood to the extremities, and equalize the es- 
calation more effectually than any other eme- 
tic, or medecine of my acquaintance. It is an 
expectorant : this is admitted hy all ; and it is 
equally conceded to be a diaphoretic and a di- 
uretic. It is likewise a powerful antisposmo- 


cayenne, a little ginger t » disguise the taste, 
and some sugar; odd the tincture, mix the con- 
tents, and give a tea-spoonful once in ten mi- 
nutes to the number of four; afterwards, give 
more frequently, a table-spoonful at a time, ev- 
ery ten minutes, or till the sicknesB subsides; 
after each dose, tepid herb tea or warm water 
should be taken. Administered os just directed, 
this is as mild and easy an emetic as can be pre- 
scribed. I should not use it, however, to cleanse 
the biliary organs, where there is an obstruc- 
tion. as it w 11 not reach the ducts. But, in all 
diseases, it is a point gained to equalize the 
circulation, for cun man be indisposed if there 
is an equilibrium in the sanguiniferous system 1 
If this be the case,— which I affirm it is,— aside 
from accidents, those medicines should be fur- 
nished which have the greatest power for in- 
ducing this action throughout the animal eoo 
nomy. 

1 have not named all the good qualities of 
Lobelia for ruasoas alreaiy in i le known ; but 
were l certain my professional brethren would 
be profited by it, 1 should treat the subject at 
greater length, on some future day. This arti- 
cle is intended merely as a prelude to a com- 
munication that I shall shortly produce, on a 
finale disease which I denominate Uterine 
Debility,” — being a complaint or series of com- 
pUiuts, which I have made my study for ma- 
ny year*. -;io 

Vermont, May, 1850. 

(For tuc Northern Lancet.) 

IV. 

QUACKERY AND EDUCATION. 


die, even in subsullu « tendenum, as well as a J 

nervine and an alterative. By u Juvenis. ** 


What I have just written may expose me to 
the charge of fanaticism : but I do not oonsi- To Tits Editors or tick 
der myself open to it, for experience in the use Northern Lancet : 

of the remedy has compelled me to abandon Gentlemen : — That every town and village 
my prejudice*, and convince! me that it ought thro the length and breadth of our land, is in- 
to be move often resorted to. I do not, howev- tested with a horde of impudent, unblushing 
er, expect to win any fame by the publication quacks, is a fa*t too muoh within the experi- 
of these remarks, as I intend that only one cuce of every well qualified practitioner of 
reader shall know their author. medicine. 

I shall now give my method of administering he communication of “An Old Doctor,” in 
Lobelia — l uniformly use a saturated spiritu- the 21, No. of jour Journal, portrays but too 
ous tincture, with a drachm of Sanguionria truly the actual character of a very conBidera- 
Canadensis to a pint of the decoction ; 5*s, or i hie proportion of those engaged under the ap- 
a table-spoonful, is a dose. If it does not ope- pcllation of “ Doctors,” in the northern coun- 
rate, give Ipecac. Sometimes I use mint tea. j ties of Vermont. Under the titles of “ Thom- 
(infused. not bailed, as no herb containing an ! soman,” “ Botanic,” “ Mesmeric, ’’ “ Hydropa- 
ereential oil should be boiled ;) then, in a tea- ' thic,” “ Homicpathic,” and “fle-oof” doctors, 
fnp filled with the infu/ion, I put a pinch of or physician*, we find them waging a regular 
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iu,d C..n.i»m crutude ngmimt lha l<Moiag »<l 
experience of llinee «hu li»*o MCriflonl their 
rom.cj, ami the hcttcr p»rt of their lives, in 
the attainment of that real medical science, 
which alone prcporce and Gt* them for the ar- 
duous and responsible duties of their calling 

In nanjjj-bieea, the lines of demarcation 
between the above evane.-oent sjetems of prac- 
tice, uro not well defined in the publio mind ; 
petit pellets, the douche, and lobelia, almre e- 
qually, though unde erecdly, the reward or 
honest intelligence; while, in other localities, 
they are obliged to deal openly, and tire or 
fall in publio estimation, according to the de- 
gree of intelligence or information in tho com- 
jounity- But to a greater or less extent, does 
this piratical craft carry on their traffic in hu 
man • fle.h and blood," in about every town in 
this eecliou of the state, and it but too often 
occurs that the competent practitioner is thus 
deprived of the opportunity of conferring hies- 
rings upon suffering humanity. 

Now, in justice to the regular profession, I 
maintain tbot this state of things imperatively 
demands, 1st : that a strict line of demarca- 
tion be drawn between tho true and false, the 
real science of medicine, and the charlatanism 
which affects the importance of learning and 
merit; and, 2Uy: that every species of era* 
pirieUm, which arises out of tho multiplicity 
of forms daily assumed by quackery, be expos- 
ed as thoroughly as possible, and in such a 
manner as to he at once comprehended by the 
community at large. W here knowledge en- 
ters, ignorance ekes out : destroy the pabulum , 
and quackery dice. 

To accomplish the first object in question, 
let each member of our prolession strive, by 
every laudable means in his power, to educate 
and enlighten the public mind upon those sub- 
jects that are connected with the structure and 
funotioiis of the human system ; for, certainly* 
in the furtherance of a work of such vast im- 
portance, an effort like this ought to bo wor- 
thy our noble profession. But, bow can this 
end be secured ? you may ask. Let every du- 
ly licensed physician devote a portion of his 
time in visiting the common schools and other 
educational establishments in his vicinity, and 
deliver, in a popular style, as many lecturos as 
practicable, with such illustrations as may he 
ncceiwary to excite in the minds of our youth, 
a deep and abiding interest .in this nio«t impor- 
tant brunch of human knowledge. Ho should 
also i xert himself to have this subject introduc- 
ed a* a permanent department in our common 
schools. 


LANCET, Jt** 

f should Miggeet that, to secure the second 
object in view, every practitioner, whenever a 
homicide c* mmiited by a dishonest pretender, 
comes to his knowledge, do at once truly and 
unreservedly present the matter in all its hear- 
ings; and that he extend this rule of practice 
rigorously to nil minnrVffences perpetrated by 
charlatans. I know it has been urged that the 
moment we take up the weapons, we give these 
individuals a consequence in the public eye, to 
which they are not entitled. Tie experiment 
has not been sufficiently tried to be pronounced 
a failure. It is time, therefore, that a proposi- 
tion so fraught, in the prospective, with bene- 
fit to our profession, should receive serious con- 
sult ration and a fair trial; for what can there 
he of greater consequence than the cr) iog evils 
which are daily resulting to community and 
the profession, from our tamo submission to 
the shameless prostitution of an arf which wo 
have been taught to reverence as the embodi- 
ment of our deare*t hopes and loftiest antici- 
pations, and which is the very last to be basely 
prostituted to the vilest purposes of human de- 
pravity f 

Stowe, Vt. May, 1850. 

(For the Northern Lancet.) 

V. 

DEATH: 

ITS REALITY AND SIMULATION. 

A MEDICO-LEGAL DISSERTATION . 

By Horace Nelson , M. D. 


Death,— whether considered in its progress- 
ive iuroads upon the animal economy, stealth- 
ily approaching the bed of suffering, and ex- 
tinguishing the flickering spark of life in it* 
clamminess ; or, heeding the summons of the 
man one-and-alone, the suicide; or, striking 
down in our midst, the friend in the full en- 
joyment of his mental faculties and physical 
[»owcrs ; or, leaving, under whatever charac- 
teristics it may, traces of the withering effects 
of its unavoidable and universal sway :— im- 
presses itself meet strongly upon the minds of 
all, by its past and present doings. The sub- 
jection, to the influence of this agent, of every 
animated l»eing, from proud man down to the 
microscopic infusoria, and the dire certainty 
of its overtaking nil endowed with life, form, 
therefore, a therao of the deepest interest to 
the physiologist, the philanthropist, and man 
in general 
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A f«»t uiiiuiiiit of research bus been bestow- mr this, lik-« every amt er uonneoted with ft^ 
ed up n this important subject, and much , rensic medicine, lias been too much neglected 
information obtained, as well respecting its ■ in this country. Tho re&mm why such interest 
I bYHolugical't fleets, a» itB amiihukeable p* isjteing manifested in this pirticular branch 
thologicul phenomena. A great deal has been | ».f medical jurisprudence, is, tli it when one it 
dune by the diligent and observing student ol j *ut down in a moment, the awful suddenness 
Nature in ber varied operations Some inves*| of the event, for a time, as it were, parahzet 
ligatois have carefully nnd minutely traced the minds of th >se present, an I then o.iu*ea en- 
tbc gradual progress of Death, from part to q uric* to he maJe ; all tho infer .nition which 
{•art, iistuc to tissue, and organ to organ, till can possibly 1)3 concentrated on the subj ct, ii 
the destroyer m-tailtd and reduced tho citadel summoned to throw light upon the causes, tho 
of animal existence. OJut* have devoted long Nature, and the eerl.ii.tftj of the c t'astr »phe ; 
years of n search upon its (fiVct# as special and to th) contrary of to estate of p ihlic agitation, 
general terminations of the many ‘ ills flesh i-, where dissolution has b en l »ng looked for, »f 
beir to,*' and enriched the broad domain o* not expo jfe 1 as * h » ,n from H«utv>‘n to relieve 
Morbid Anatomy, with graphic descriptions a tortured and unhappy suTnvr. it creata* lit- 
and painted delineations of the numerous form? tie if any sensation : — in one case the interest 
and changes which Death leaves in its passage we may say the curiosity, is that of the coin- 
through animal creation. Lastly, a third class munity at large, while in the other instance, 
of enquirers have, by experiments repeated in the occurrence is felt solely by the friends of 
a variety of ways and upon different animals, the deceased. 

endeavored to fathom in the brute creation A fre*h impulse and a renewed vigor have 
those mysteries which they were debarred from been lately imparted to enquiry into the cause, 
investigating in the human. »r rather the signs, of Death, through the phi- 

1 u its physiological acceptation, Death ha?, lanthropic liberality of l*rof. Munni. of the Uni- 
no doubt, commanded and secured as much at versity of Koine, who placed at the disposal of 
ten tion os its great adverse principle Life; but the Academy of Sciences of Paris, the sum of 
are we to remain idle, and base our conclusion.' * 500 francs to be awarded to the author of the 
upon the labors of the illustrious philosopher? best e«*syi or work upon the signs of Death, 
in Medicine, and its collateral branches 1 I? fhe prize was contested for by the brightest 
not our science progressive as well as others "vnaments of the medical world : and although 
and does not daily observation plainly indicate but one of the distinguished compactors bore 
our igoorance of, or inc unpotcncy to under *be pilm, still the strife had the h ij py effect of 
stand, many of the animal functions ? — Thu? ? rea tly enhancing our knowledge of a subject 
it is with the stufy of scvcral_of the phases of *° interesting, nnd till then, so imperfectly ex- 
life. Its sudden and unseen birth into foetal pWoed. Therefore, through the humanity of 
being ; its multitudinous actions, during its ex *be Iiul an Professor, and the researches of the 
iatcnce; and its submission before tho exter aspirants to the award, we have arriv- 

minator of all organized beings, — are as yet en- BU °b facts, if can fu'ly c'aseed and studi- 

velopcd in thick clou is; of doubt and obscurity. a * leav « but very little doubt that wo pon- 
and faintly do we hope that the nil enquiring 80M 8ome certain data up m which we can re- 
and grasping mind of man will ever penetrate i a ateertaining whether Death has indeed 
the labyrinth. Constant study and reflection occurred, or if it be merely simulated by some 
are therefore'rcquired, especially in physiol o- morbid organic av ion. 

gy, to raise the soicnoe^to a state of perfection Cases will bo detailed in tins pip r, as re- 
paramount to its importance, and if this end parted by credible authorities, of pen me who 
cannot be secured, to furnish such data as are have bsen buried while life stilt remained: of 
attainable, in order that we ma, reach as near ] „ thers wh „ bav<! Wllke( , fl0:n thcir lnth „. T , „ 
the certainty as the human mind can arrive at w , rB Wn0 t j , ho gtavc . Md of fom . 

The subject of Death, within the last few i who, after a suspension of a’l vital action, have 
years, has justly engaged the attention of the once more appeare 1 npon the busy stage of ex- 
medical juri 8 t,-morc particularly in Europe I -, lencc . |f, )cri0n9 have been Hi is ca clerelj 
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Jen*, 


hurried tv the tomb, other*, m the Contra) y, should be likewise remembered that the que*» 
who had |aid tic debt of XnTure, bare beer jtion of real or apparent De ath, may be of prac- 
detaioed too long by fond friends unwilbng to tical importance, long before the period of in« 
part with a loved one, and anxiously trusting humation has arrived, and when the decision 
that life had no: fled, till the undi-nitblc marks «>f the question mu<t determine the adoption or 
of Death, too strongly imprint* d upon d’stor- 1 neglect of measures for rcs k oring an'ination. 
•ed and livid features, l lighted the last h p*. If the medical mao judge hastily, and without 
and warned the bereaved survivors that theii due examination, that Death hn< really super* 
safety imperatively demanded, for the lament- vened, he may omit, or prematurely deust from 
ed deal — 


“ — —the latest favors at the hands 
1 lint, living, honored them M 


i the employment of those mean*, by the persc- 
■ voting uso of which life ni ght hare been re- 
I stored. * 


If «uch c»m » h LVC happened,— if hut one i- j The occurrence of premature interment has 
well authenticate J,- may not the same fatal ho*n notice 1 more particularly in tho-c coun- 
and painful o currencc be repeated ? And is it ! tries whew, from the high degree of the tem- 
not, therefore, incumbent ofon every medical perature, it is expedient to perform the rites of 
man, who, in the daily walk* of hi* profession- sepulture, long before the mmifodation of any 
al career, becomes the constant observer of the of the most palpable sign* or Death, save ia- 
mysterious, and sudden changes from life ti , ertnos-*; or in other coun k rirs.( France, more 
death, — from the realities of the present, t. especially,) whore it is cuafo.nary to a T low the 
the uncertainties of an ttnrcvealel future,— j lapse of but a short time hotwe.n the su*pen- 
to acquaint himself intimately with those facts son oflifo and burial: consequently, it is not 


from which he may, without hesitation, | 
nounce upon the presence of the one, nod the 


to l>e wondered at that v t ry many of these in- 
stances are roc rnlcd in France. But few cases 


absence of the other, ere the development o j have happened in Eng’anI, from the contrary 
that uncaring test of the ceFsation of every custom of delaying sepulture, until evidences 


function of life, putrefaot'on j 


| of decomposition arc perceptible. Quaint le- 


Ihe importance of the subject, and the res- gmd-j tell m that, in parts of Germany, it was 
pousibiltty which rests upon the pliy-ician in | usual. — as it may still be, for aught we know 
prognosticating whether Death is near at hand, to the contrary, — to p’ace the corpse in a room 
or if it has already laid “its icy linger " upon I adjoining the vestry of the church, and tie to 
the dorored vie im, should always bring toh sjthe liitlc finger of the decease!, a string lead- 
jn ; nd that he cun never exercise too much cir ing to a boll so fixed as to answer the least pull ; 
wumspeution in giving an opiuion where 1* fe i- one case is related when the drowsy pedell 
threatened with extinction. In one case, Deal) was thus summoned to witness a p<eudo-resar- 
will be prophe ied w’n n there is no fatal ac’ion reotion. We po-ses* several well authenticated 
going on in the system, and mtaus of restora ^instances of too hasty burials, in this country, 
iinti are ahsndono 1, to the imminent dang r But. it is during the prevalence of epidemics, 
•»f a fulfilment of the culpa 1 lo prediction : and that such accidents generally occur ; for where 
tn another case, the pracitu ncr. holding ok the sanitary regulations of cities require that 
to bis pati nt. will bid the grieving friends dry bodies be removed with ! n six to twelve hours, 
their tears, and the e words, die n ed by ign • w ® have not the least doubt that, more through 
ranee or ha«c motive « of in tori st, lave scarce powerful imn k nl emotion than from actual dis- 
ly been uterred, when a second glance at tlx cm®, many pers »na accounted dead, have been 
lufferer’s face too p'aiuly te l- t»*at the Sc mrg- into the plague-cart, and muod but to die 
has done its work, lie may be frequently ques ;l horrible doa'U in the common grave! 
tinned, in relation to those ca<es, when the so- j It is rather surprising, that the attention of 
ourity of the public ora large circle o’ indvi . the medical world should have been called to 
dual*, is in jeopardy, and immediate intrrmrn t ^ lc subject of premature interments, by a col- 


is called for, before the infallible si^n of pa 


* Principles of For nsio Medicine, By Wm. 


trofac’ion has manifes'ed it elf and whin h< : A b fc... p\»j te ,i by Ch ubs A Loq, 

■urt tiu»t to lees calefactory indications It . M. P. New- York 184-5 1 v ol Sv-*. page 37$. 
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ebrated Danish Anatomist, named Winslow, | 1q America, this subject has bjen much, if 


who was twice pronounced dead.* The Editor not wholly neglected. The elaborate and ad* 
of Winslow’s work has collected 180 cases of mirable work of the Dfs. Beck, so unexception- 
premature burials, in 52 of which the persons able in every other respect, offers but a short 
Were interred alive, 4 were opened previous to notice of the signs of Death ; and we are in- 
death, 53 revived after having been placed in debted to the Manni prise, for Dr. Dowltr's 
coffins, and 72 were declared dead when they Eassy which we have reviewed elsewhere. Aa 
were actually living. Whether we are justified this subject has been so little treated upon in 
In admitting, or rejeoting this lengthy cata- this country, and as its importance in medico- 
logue of accidents, we cannot but reflect, that legal and aanitory po'nts of view, is little leas 
many, very many lives have been aacrificed in ; than their physiological and pathological re- 
consequence of the ignorance of medical at- suits, — wc purpose reviewing and analysing, 
ten dan ts, or through the nervousness, if not i n this paper, all that is koown of the signs of 
the indecent haste of “ friends.’ 1 ( Death, and more particularly of those which 

The interest which the writings of Winslow may enable us to determine with oloser xocu- 
«nd Bruhier, excited throughout France and; racy, whether the erent has taken place. In 
Europe, is equal only to the extraordinary na j this dis.ertation, we will summon to our ass.st- 
ture of their researches and deductions. They once, the labors of other writers, embody. ng 
were followed in this new field of investigation our own views and experience : and in study- 
by many writers, and numerous dissertation*; mg the external changes, as reselling from tha 
have been since given to the public, in volume operation of Death, wo will “not hesitate to 
form, or as monographs in Encyclopedias and employ the language of other writers, in the 
Dictionaries, and other ways of publication ; ! description of facts, wherever it may seem up- 
front their oomprehensiveacss, and the well es propriato : deeming it useless to alter for tha 
tablished ecicntifio reputation of their authors mere sake of making our own, that which may 
those of M. Louis, t P. H. Nysten, t Julia do! be regarded as common property."* 


Fontcnelle, $ and M. Bouchut, the succea-ful 
competitor for the Manni prize, deserve cs 
pedal attention. In England, Professor A. T 
Thomson has slightly glanced at the subject 
in his Lectures, ]| while the only English au 
thor who has written anything satisfactory, is 
Dr. Guy. 

* J. B. Winslow ; Dissertation stir Tineerti- 
tude de la Mort, ot Tabus des enterremens et 
embaumemeus precipit^s, tradnite eomwien- 
tee par J Bruhier. M. D Paris. 1742. 2 vol. 
12mo. (Winslow was born at Olenaee, in Den 
mark, in 1009, and died in 1700 ) 

f Lettres sur la Certitude do la Mort ; avec 
dea Observations et des Experiences sur las 
Noyes. Par M. Louis, Conaeiller, et Commi-- 
aairn pour lea Ex traits de T Academia Royal i 
de Cbirurg ie, &c. Paris 1752. 12mo. 

♦ Recherchea do Phyaiologie et de Chimin 
Pathologique. pour faire suite a colics de Bi- 
chat, sur la Vie et la Mort. Par P. H. Nyaten. 
Paris. 1811. Svo. 

I Recbcrchea Medico- legalea sur l’incorti* 
tude de la Mort, les dangers des iuhuuiatioui- 
precipites, lea moyens de constater les dcoos 
et de rappeller a la vio ceux qui aont en eta> 
de mort apparento. Par M. Julia de Fontenel i 
In., Prof, do Chimie Medicalo, &c. Paris. 1834 j 
8 vo. 

'I London Lancet, Vol. 2nd, 1830 -37. 

*\ Op. cit. p. 371, et acq. 


i We will begin by relating a few cases of ai 4 
mutated Death, classified under appropriate 
heads. 

1. Persons bur* ed alive, or laid in the bier; 

< From Prof. Thome m’» 30th Lecture on Med- 
ical Jurisprudence, we take the following ao- 
ooun* of the premature interment of a mein* 
her of the famly ofClopton of Clopton hall, 

n*»ar 8tra»ford-ort-Av« n —A contagious fever 

I was brought into the family, and attacked ond 
! of the daughters and a sun. The young lady 
' apparently died, and waa deposited in the fam* 

1 ily vault, under the church at Stratford, on a 
i bier, as was tbe custom of the period, the time 
| of Elizabeth, in the great families who owned 
vaults. About a week or ten days afterwards* 
her brother aotually died, and on opening the 
i vault to prepare hia interment, the unfortu- 
nate lady was found aitting on tho ®teps of thd, 
vault, having risen from the bier, and died, if 
not of the horror which her situation must 
have excited, of starvation l 

A stout young country girl, having been 
brought to bed at the Hotel* Dicu in Paris, walk* 
•d to the Hospital Salpetriere, on the second 
lay, to avoid a malady that bad proved fatal 
co se veral patients in the former institution. 

* Principles of General and Comparative 
Physiology. By W. B Carpenter, Lecturer ow 
Physiology, &c. London. 1839. 8 vo. (Preface 1 
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Sho wai «o much exhausted by the exertion, 
that she fainted on her arrival ; and although' 
•ho recovered in the first instance, she was de- 
clared to be dead when the fit recurred The 
attendant notified Louis that there was a sub- 
ject for him : and his pupih, without i xunin- 
in^f took her to the Anatomical Theatre. Next 
morning, the Professor was told that moans 
and the like noises had t»»en heard in the the- 
atre. On repairing thither, the subject gave 
evidence of having in vain struggled to disen- 
tangle herself from the winding sheet. One 
leg was thrust from the bier, and an arm rest- 
ed on the bar of an adjoining table. She was 
now really dead, (Louis.) 

A peasant, who had Apparently died of the 
plague, and giving no aigus of rc*pira'ion al- 
ter three days, recovered on being carried to 
the grare and lived many years after. (Die- 
merhroeuk )* 

# A young lady belonging to a Jewish family 
died in this oily on Tuesday o r a nervous da- 
ease, and yesterday, her friends started with 
the remains for interment. According to a 
Jewish custom, the body is tak»>n to the grjvc- 
yartf in a tqoare box in the rams covering in 
which the deceased has expired, and then in 
a house appropriated to that purpose, whore 
the female fritnds of the family unrobe the 
corpse, wash it in cold water, and unoiat it for 
its last resting place. While performing thi« 
custom upon the body of this supposed inani- 
mate corpse, a healthful warmth was perceiv- 
ed, and evident signs of life became manifest; 
the fact was announced by the la lies; physi- 
cians were sent for ; and the sorrowful certain- 
ty of death which overshadowed the counte- 
nance of friend 4 , gave place to a gleam of hope. 
On the arrival of the physicians, t'ie certainty 
of her being alive was established, and means 
taken to fan the spark into health. f 

2. In the following remarkable case, the in- 
dividual owed bis preservation to the perma- 
nence of animal heat, and thh watchfulness of 
a friend : — 

Rev. W. Teonot, of Freehold, N. J., bad, by 1 
intense study, brought on a decline ; and af- 
ter lingering for many months, he fainted nnd 
apparently died. In this state he remained 
perfectly motionless and senseless, nni to till 
appearance dead, for the space of three days; 
and but for the attachment of a young physi- 
cian who accidentally discovered some warmth 
lingering about the h idy, he would undoubt- 
edly have been buried alive, lie recovered slow- 
ly ; efl his former ideas wer**, for some time, 
blotted from bis mind: and it was a year be- 
fore he was perfectly restored. H« always 
maintained afterwards, that he actually died, 
or that bis soul left the b»dy, and went to 
heaven, where he heard and saw unutterable 


* Tractntur de Peste. Arenao. 1644. 4to. 
(lib. iv. hut. 85.) 

f St. Louis Republican, Doc. 7th, 1843. 


Jricr, 

thiig*. and was about to join the celestial 
chorus who i one of the heavenly mc^en gers 
said to him. “ Von must return to earth : ' at 
that inslsnt, lie stated that he groaned anil 
opened hL oyes— and for three years after, the 
rounds which he had heard, were not out of 
his care.* 

3. Accidental recoveries. 

A daughter of Henry La wrens, the first 
president of the American Congress, when an 
infant, had the small pox, and win laid out ns 
dead ; upon which the window of the apart- 
ment, that had been carefully closed during 
the progress of the disease, was thrown open 
to venttla'e the chamh -r. when the fresh air 
revived the cor p e and restored her to the fam- 
ily. This circumstance occasioned to the fath- 
er, to powerful a dread of being buried alive, 
ih it be directed by w 1, that hi* holy thoul 1 
be burnt and enjoined on his children the per- 
formance of this wish as a sacred duty.— (Dr. 
L*»e, in his edition td* Gay’s Medical Jurispru- 
dence.) 

I Vi 8 *n-» supposed td be dead from j i : { fewer 
and brought out for burial,, on bring washed 
with cold watt r. have shown rigns ut life, and 
8 H«n afterwards recovered f 

A young woman was restored from apparent 
death, by ih** first iucLion of the anufnmist‘8 
scalpel, and lived in:iny years afterwards* 

The Abbe Prevent, hiving been struck with 
apoplexy, in the Forest of Chantilly, was ta- 
ken hum • for dea l, hut recovered hieoonsciou*- 
nesi under the scalpel, and died immidmtely 
after. 

The celebrated anatomist Vesafios, while 
opening the thorax of a Spanish gentleman, 
during dissection, found the heart still pulsa- 
ting. The unfortunate philosopher was taken 
before the Inquisition, nml would have been 
Condemned to death hut for the intercession of 
the king Philip 11. He expiated his uninten- 
tional ofTenoo by a journey to the Holy Land; 
and in re’urning was thipwre -ked in the is- 
U 'd of Z.iato, where ho died of hunger ia 
1504. 

in addition to the preceding instances of oc- 
cidental recovery, partial or complete, a r tcr 
supposed ex unction of life, we give the follow- 
ing one, recently communicated to tin Boston 
Transcript by a correspondent who is w.:ll mc m 
quaintod with the person of whom he writes ; 

The person in question was then in New 
Orleans, at a t m : when tho yellow fever was 
raging und he was stricken down with it. Af- 
ter several day V iiluess, bis case was pronounc- 
ed a hopeless nno ; nnd at last, death having 
apparently taken place, preparations w»'fe un- 
dertaken, friends were notified, tho coffin was 
procured, the holy placed in it, and a military 
company, to which he belonged, was drawn 

* Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge. 

I t H iward on Prisons, 
j t Abbe Meoon, in Bruhier. 
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up 4 in fr»nt nf the door, pr*pnr«d to perform' 
<be last honors, .lust at the moment when the 
lii wusuh-mt being closed the body exhibited 
signs of life — the Dance wits over— bik) the 
house of mourning beetime the house of r« j ic- 
ing. The military company. instead of roar- ; 
clung off to the music ot a melancholy dirge. ' 
ser* exhilarated with the melody of ••Yankee | 
Do.idle.’’ Their eomritde was perfectly restor- 
ed to health, and is new conductor ou ono of 
the New- England rail- wava. 

4. Voluntary simulation of Death, and re- ' 
Covery u: pleasure. 

We will conclude with the following extra- 
c rdii ary ca«*e of au individual who could feign 
duath at will: — 

The Hon. Col. Townshend told us he had 
«< nt for in to give him % an a -eount of an o/hl 
sensation he had, for some time, observed and 
hit in hiniHidl ; which was, that composing 
1< inn* If, he could die or ex put when he pless- 
bed, and yet, by an iff >ti or somehow, he o< old 
come to life again — which, it bceuw, he hud 
tried sometimes before lie had sent for u-. We 
all three felt his pulse first : it was distinct, 
though sinull and thready, and hie h j art had 
its usual beating, lie comp -sed himself on bis 
back, and l.iy in a still posture fur sometime : 
while l*btdd his right hand Dr. llaynnrd laid 
Ills hand on his heart, and Mr. Skrinc held a 
clean looking ghi»a to his uiouth. 1 font d his 
pulse sit.k gradually till, at last, I Could not 
led any by the most exact and nice touch: 
Dr. Uaxuurd could n<.t fed the leant motion in 
l is heart, nor Mr Skriue disoern the I Mist soil 
•ufbriatli upon the bright mirror he held to his 
mouth. Then each of us. by turns, ix trained 
his arm, heart and breath. but could not, by’ 
the nicest scrutiny, discover the least ►y , n|»- 
toxu of life in h:m. This continued above half 
an hour. As wc were going away, (thinking 
him dead.) we observed some motion abut the 1 
body, and upon examination, found his pu’a • 
*u,d the motion ot his heait gradually return- 
ing:; ho began to breathe gently, and speak' 
softly. This exp »ri moot wan tried in the morn- 
ing, un i the Col mid died in tli * evening A 
p«'*;tidrleiu examination revealed nothing but 
diseut-e of the kidney, for which he had been 
Jong under medical treatment, all the other 
viscera being perfectly sound .* 

The reader has now perused the above ilia* 
trative carer, and whether lie credits ttiem a-< 
a whole, or only in part, his mind cannot but 
be strongly impressed with the 1 opes that 
some means may he obtained to prevent tlie 
renewal of similar occurrences. Three cases 
should not be considered as offsprings of ro- 
n ant'c nnd fanciful minds; — im ro x»ur.*cry 

* The Englinh Malady. or a treatise on Ncr- 
vmj« Diseiwr. &e. By Geo. C hey nr London. 
1733. Bvo. p. 


tab s to terrify an I subdue unruly children;—* 
such a course uiu*t be highly detrimental to a 
the welfare of a larger or smaller portion of 
the com nunity. Had the same deep and ear- 
tust aiu-ntion been bestowed upon the subject 
of simulated death, a century past, it bos com- 
manded within the luit few years, one if not 
m re cases would not have happened. U is 
to be regretted, that there are men, more par- 
ticularly among those of rare acquirements, 
as well as professional and social standing, 
who make it a peremptory rale to repulse ev- 
ery thing they cannot at a moment's thought 
fathom, or are so sceptical, that they will not 
credit or aokuowledge, unless they have see® 
and examined. And it is the more to be re- 
gretted, that far from assi&'ing the common 
pursuit, of testing a subject till it is found ca- 
pable or incapable of verification, they throw 
the weight of their reputation and learning as 
counterpoise, and direct all their energies to 
thwjrt what may have been done, and to force 
the current of public opinion and professional 
argument through another channel. Profes- 
sor Manni, und the illustrious Members of the 
French Academy, were actuated by the purest 
philanthropic motive?, in offering on the one 
hand, and sanctioning on the other, a prize, 
upon the subject of premature interments. 

As we have previously said, if the sceptical 
will credit but one instance, arc we not bound 
by 9 the duties imposed on us toward-* humani- 
ty and society, to promote by every means, 
the eluct latino of & subject so little under- 
stood, -anl so ranch doubted 1 But there are 
men who actuated by a certain innate propen- 
sity, cry down as absurd an 1 unscientific, all 
that djii not emanate from them, or from the 
circle of a few interested supporters. 

[ To be continued.] 

lFDtJ f the eye be half closed, and cun still 
be openc 1 by the patient, great debility may 
be inferre 1. Hence this sign is observed to ex- 
i-t before apoplexy, at the commencement of 
of hydrocephalus, in nervous fevers, in gastric 
irregularity, irritation from worms, in Hypo- 
chondriacal n ud hysterical states, after great 
mum of blood, and in vitiated states of the blood 
»n scurvy und in chlorosis. — Schill . 

lying on the right *ide is observed in pneu- 
tni nia. hydrothorax, pleuritic effusion into this 
side of the chest, if the thoracic pains have sab- 
fide 1 in infl imraa’ion of the spleen, an 1 ptoi- 
eh* of the left side. — Id. 
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“Truth without Fear.” 



To our Patrons. 


After a delay of two months, we are again 
pleased io presenting the Northern Lancet to 
its Patrons, in a new drees. From its first 
number it had been printed at Mr. Morgan’s 
office in Keeseville — a distance from cither 
of our residences, which, with our profession- 
al engagements, precluded ns from visiting 
the establishment ob often as wo would have 
desired. The consequent inability of bestow- 
ing that close attention required in the man- 
agement of all scientific puhFeations, must 
plead our apology for the few typographical 
errors which have accidentally appeared in 
some of oor numbers. 

To avoid these difficulties, and to rrnder 


dcr, is the Aofe - Book of American Practice , or 
monthly record of Practical Medicine. The ar- 
ticles selected from our Exchanges, are care- 
fully condensed, retaining what is of practical 
use, and omitting all theorisations and desul- 
tory remarks, thereby permitting us to give a 
large amount of useful and important reading 
in a small compass. 

To some of our patrons, whose letters were 
received during the last two weeks, we must 
opologize for not acknowledging their favor® 
as speedily as we would have desired. — n. 

Plattsburgh, August, 1850. 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK ; 

EX-PROFESSOR MOTT, AND DR, DETMOLO. 

Frequent professorial changes m Medical 
Schools, must be considered as very unfortu- 
nate, as they tend materially to lessen public 
confidence in their merit, or stability. We 
hope however, that the recent resignations of 
two Professors in the Medical Department of 
the I'niversity of New York, will not be at- 
tended with the results one might anticipate 
from such changes. Wo have at all times been 
pleased to hear of the prospering state of our 


the Lancet worthy of the patronage sogener Alma Mater, bat we regrot that, a« Editor of 
onsly extended to it, wo hove established the the Northern Lancet, we should have oe- 
Lancet Printing-office. This resolution was casion to anima ivert upon the extraordinary 
not formed till aftor the issue of the May «am- conduct of its late President and Processor of 
her, and therefore, we could not apprize our Surgery, the celebrated Valentine Mott. 
friends of the delay that would take place in 0n t i, e 0 f t fc 0 lamented and accora- 

ihe publication of the June number. pKshed John Revere, in April 1847, the chair 

Haring the establishment under our irame- of Practice of Medicine became vacant. The 
diate supervision, oar endeavours will be to Faculty, (following the example of the Uni- 
pub'iah a Journal free from those bleminhcs versity of I/mdon, in sending for Scotch Pro- 
wbich, in a work of a professional character, femora. ) with a view of securing Southern 
ought to be carefully eschewed. Tin smaller' patronage, tendered the Chair to Samcei. H. 
size of the type allows us to give moro than Dickson, Professor of Theory and Practice of 
one third additional matter, while the price Medicine in the Medical College ot South Co- 
remains unchanged. The July and August rolina. The new Professor was certainly om* 
cumbers will be issued with all the dispatch inently well qualified to fill the situation ; — 


possible. 

This number contains two features, which 
cannot but be appreciated by the readers ; the 
Legal Department under the editorial charge 
of our Brother, has been entirely remodelled 
by the introduction of numerous notes and re- 
ferences, making this department what we de- 
sign it to be, American. The second feature, 
aad one of practical value to the medical rca- 


but, could not the Empire State boast of one 
man who, if not as widely known South of the 
Potomac, would have bten as capable of do- 
ing justice to the department, while the selec- 
tion would have been complimentary to Jho 
profession of New York, and of the Northern 
States in general ! 

Prof. Dickson retained the situation till the 
. expiration of the bet session, when he rcturn- 
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ed to the South Carolina College. 1 ho Chair 
being thus once more vacated, public notice 
■was given that a new incumbent was required; 
and, in common with many of our contempo- 
raries, we had the pleasure of learning the ap- 
pointmeut of Dr. William Detmold. of New 
York. A more fortunate selection oould not' 
we conceive, have beeu made Dr. Dktmold, 
a gentleman of rare and highly cultivated ta- 
lents; possessing that variety and depth of ^ 
learning, which distinguishes so eminently the 
Bona of An Vat cr land ; also enjoys a wide 
reputation as a surgeon and general practition- 
er, and as an Orthopedic Surgeon, is sc- 
oond to no man in America. With theso qua 
locations, he was adding a tower of strength 
to the already most able Faculty of tlio Um- 
versity. 

The appointment had been made but a few 
days, when we were astonished to learn that 
Professor Mott, who at the time the appoint- 
ment was made, was enjoying the luxuries of 
a chombrc garnie in the French capital, had 
forwarded intelligence to his associates, that 
he objected to Dr. Diet mold’s bt coming one of 
the Faculty, and that if he waa retained, he 
(Mott) would resign. This conduct on the 
part of the ex-profcssor is indeed very extraor- 
dinary, — but, being acquainted with the dra- 
matis persona , we make bold to exp ress cur 
opinion. On learning the Professor’s objection, 1 
Dr. Petmold, with the honor and self-denial of 
a gentleman, at once tendered his resignation. 
The Faculty were now in a dilemma -either 
h orn was untenable — they therefore, without 
the fear of Dr. Mott's throat, accepted both 
resignations; and for ought we know, tturo 
are now two vacant chairs in the University 
College. With these facts before us, we arc at 
lilierty to draw our conclusions. 

Pr. Mott, by common consent, is the first 
American Surgeon ; no ether has ever perform- 
ed to many masterly and important operations; 
he has been the pioneer in the Surgical field 
for the past forty years, and has left us little or 
nothing more than to repeat, or improve upon 
his operations. But, Pr. Mott is no longer a 
young man : with the advance of sge, ho has 
lost some of his brilliant and rapid man- 
ual dexterity — and we do know, that at the 
present day, he would not repeat the ligatur- 
ing of the internal iliac artery, or of the bra- 
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chio-eephalic trunk, lie must rest ui.d„r ill*) 
weight of laurels he has so justly earned ; and 
stepp. ing out of the arena of operative surgery, 
Nestor like, he should instruct and direct the 
younger and less experienced surgeons. 

One of the excellent features in theeurri m- 
lum of the Uni vers' ty, was the Clinipuo, where . 
numerous operations were performed in the, 
presence of iho Class. 

In the first year of our attendance ut the 
University, (1841,) the excellent Pro'essor of 
Anatomy, G S. 1 'attiso.v was asto ia'el with 
Professor Mott, in tl.e Clinique. It bad been 
in operation but u very short time, when it be- 
came known that there would be tteo Cliniques 
and therefore, that tho Professors w >uld not 
appear in the Theatre at the same time, nor 
operate one nf or the other, a* hal previously 
been the case This arrangement vvai continu- 
ed but h f- w days, when Prof. P.vttison's Cli- 
nique was discontinued ; he never pridul him- 
s.df upon his surgical tact, and at best was an 
unsatisfactory operator. The field wm thus 
left to the Professor of Surgery ; pitunt* were 
drummed up, and all went on as could be ex- 
pected. 

With the appointment of Dr. Dktmold, it 
was announced that he would wi'h Professor 
Mott, bike charge of the Clinique. This was 
introducing a dangerous rival— a younger man 
and an equally expert ep-rxtor, and who pos- 
seting in a high degree the attributes of a 
first class Surgeon, courted the opportunity do 
develop them : Dr. Dei mold s connection with 
the University, would increase his already ex- 
tended reputa'i »n at the prejudice of that of 
the ‘Emperor of American Surgery,’ ipse dixit. 

The moment the intelligence of Dr. D*t- 
moi.d'h appointment reached Prof. Mott, he at 
! once tendered bis resignation, conditional on 
Dr. Detmold's continuance in office: he resign 
ed : and much to the disappointment of Prof. 
Mott, his otrn resignation wav accepted — bis 
objection to Dr. D&tmold, rcsultiog in his 
own discomfiture. 

Tlmt family considerations, apart of profes- 
sional objections, might havo influenced cx- 
profoMor Mott, wo leavo our New York rea- 
ders to decide. We moe-t nnceicly regret for 
its welfare, that the Uniters’ ty of New York 
should l ave lost tho valuable services of Wil- 
liam Dktmold. M D. — w. 




EDITORS’ BOOK TABLE. j 

T. An lntr<»1iw'ti<m to the Wn^r Cura : 
&r. F«*tm*!od in NVir.', nod adapted to the 
uittji uf Man. BjTuoM'* 1., N»mn'«, M t). 1 
New York : Fowler* & Wells. 1850. 12mo. . 
pp. 48. From the i’uM.feher**. 

Tho author of thin small work, is favor- j 
nbly kuown to tho New Y *rk public, a* a spi- J 
rited nr»w-ip:iper writer, lie ha* »U» contrihut- i 
«d many intero.*>ting popuUr pap-r* upon the j 
Fo*enO*w >*f Medicine, an 1 Physiology. Asa- 
DibCrllanroufl writer, ho is entitled to much 1 
consul Tttiun ; hut he has decidedly w»lk**d I 
in’o another o -urw, wh<*n h i o »m.j« h 'fare the j 
pubic a* an author upon a t-ubj-ct pjrtuining . 
to roione*. M e Intruduo i >r» ia hut a common- , 
pl*e* description of thin.;* kiio vu to every 
perron of ordinary educ vtion an l reading. H • . 
vnuit of Course examine tho other mode* of 
treatment; rests saii»fb-d with deno in 4ng 
them all, ani conclude* that Na'ure ha* creat- 
ed every man hie own doctor, supplying most 
b< ondkllj the remedial ag< tus, — Pries* u ; ti 
mi 1 cold water! 

11. Thought* on Doim>i*u! Life : its concord ; 
and di*cur«l. with sugg-st ions how to pro 


proof of the high standing of the profession, 
and of the commendable feeling of friendship 
an l unanimity which unite its members. In 
our next Note-Rook, we shall present our rea - 
dera some extracts from these Transactions. 

V. Dictionary of Mechanics. Engine-Work. & 
Engineering Oliver Byrne, Klitor. New York. 
Appleton & Company. Publishing in parts, afe 
2 r > cents each Parcs 1 to 11, aud loth have 
been received. 

This is emphatically a great and a most 
useful work, a’ike indispensable to the pro- 
fessional man, and to the mechanic. Very 
many of the meohaoica] and manufacturing 
processes are based upon strict chemical prin- 
cij lets rendering this publication interesting 
s*n 1 highly instructive to one, while from its 
containing descriptions plentifully illustrated 
by drawings and working plans, of all known 
and approved machinery, it must form the 
Vatle meeum or every practical or amateur me- 
chanic We direct the attention of our rea- 
ders to the Prospectus published in our adver- 
tising department. 

*** We regret that the crowded state of 
our column* allows us space but to acknow- 


nioie the one and nv.id the other. I*yX»t. 
so.k Sizkr. New York : Fowlers Wells. 
1850. 12.00. pp. 48 From the Pol 1. -.hers. 

A very pleasing and well written e«siy, in- 
culcating true and round ptinci|l s. Should 
so tu e of the wedded persons follow Mr. S x^ra* 
dinctions, and abide by bis advice, we doubt 
not, but that the j-eru^nl of his small work 
would be attended with much bem fa. 

III. Principles of the Human Mind, deduced 
from Physical Laws, together with u lecture 
on Electro- Biology, or the Voltaic Mechan- 
ism of Man. Ry Ai.nckn Smkk. F. R. S, 
With seven illuiaroiious. New York : 1850. 
Fowlers & Well*-. 1‘iioo. pp. 04. From tho 
Publishers. 

A very lame attempt at cxplaning a vision- 


ledge the receipt of the following publications: 
they will be noticed or reviewed in succeeding 
numbers — if. 

Annual Announcement of Lectures, in 
tho M - J i cul Department of the University 
of New York, Session MDJCCL— LL From 
the Uoivenuty. 

Annual Annouooemsot of the Jefferson 
Medical College of Philadelphia. Session of 
1850 — 51. From the College. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of the 
State of New York, during its Annual Session 
held at Albany, Feb. 5, 1850 From Hun. T. 
j Crook, and Jaa. Purdy, E-q. 

Dr D Avignon is under obligation to Hon. 

! Gordon Thomas, for a copy of the lransac- 
I tiooH. 


ary speculation, and certainly, un unfortunate 
.•introduction to the American people, of a man 
favorably known in England nnd France. 1 — 
il/an, a walking Voltaic battery ! Such princi- 
ples as these will never recur© to their Author 
u second rank in the profession, nnd it would 
bo well for him to bear in mind the disastrous 
consequences which attended a farmer profes- 
sor in the University of London, Elliolson and 
bis mesmeric humbug. 

IV. Transaction* of the Medical Association 
of Southern Central New York, nt t.I.n Annual 
Meeting held at E’mira, June, 1850 8vo. pp. 
80 ; From Dr. C Green H uner, N. Y. 

This is a volume highly creditable to the 
Members of tho Association, and a flittering 


Address delivered before the Suffolk Dis- 
trict Medical Society, at its firnt Anniven*- 
I rv Meeting, Boston, April 27, 1850. By John 
Jeffrie*. M D , President of the Society Bos- 
ton. 1850. 8ro. pp. 49 From the /Author. 

A Response to a Professor, and a specula- 
tion on the Sensorium. By Bennet Dowler,M. 

1 I). Now Orleans. 1850. pp. 10. From the 
Author. 

A lfaport of tho fact* and circumstances re- 
lating to a Case of compound Fracture, and 
Prosecution far M*l-practi©*, in which Wm 
Smith was Plaintiff, and Drs Goodyear and 
Hyde, wore Defendants, at Cortland Village. 

1 By A. R- Shipman, M. D 1841 12 no pp 35. 
From the Author.- -Also New York Molietl 
Gautfte, Feb. 1G, 1842. 
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An Kmj on the Opium Trade. including a 
sketch of iw History, Extent, Eff<iot*. fee , ms 
named on in India and China. Hr Nathan 
Allen, M. D. (Ietwell ) Boston; 1850 8vu. 
j>p. OS. From the Author. 

The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology ; 
in a course of nine Lectures By John Bovee 
Dnde New York: Fowlers & Wells. 1850. 1*2 
mo pp. 108 From the Publishers. 

Minutes of the Proceedings of tbo South 
Carolina Medical Association, at its Anniver- 
sary Meetings. Feb. 1840-50. Charleston; 1850 
Hvo. pp. 70. From the Editors of the Charles 
ten Review. 

Review of Dr. Drake s work, on the Princi- 
pal Diseases of the interior Valley of North 
America By Hemiet Do«ler< M. u. New Or- 
leans; 1850. 8vo. pp 19. From the Author 
Minutes of tho Proceedings of the Medical 
Society of North Carolina, at ite fir-*t. Annual 
Communication, in Raleigh, April 1830. 8vo. 

rp _ 

An Address before the Medical Society o' 
tho State of North Carolina, at its first Annual 
Communication. By Edmund Strudwick, M 
D 8vo. no. 1G. 

An AaareM* before the Medical Society o‘ 
the Sta'e of North Carolina, at its first Annual 
Communication. By Thomas N Cameron, M 
D. 8tv». pp. 10. — We are indebted for the a 
hove three publications, to Dr. S. S. Satch* 
well, of Leachville, N. C. 

Inflammation ; its Causes, Symptoms and 
Treatment, considered and expfuineL By J.P 
Batchelder, M. D. New York. 1848 8vo. pp 
GG. From the Author. 

Cholera; its Cause, Symptoms, and Treat- 
ment. By j. P. Batchelder, M D. New \ urk 

1849. 8vo pp 45 From the Author. 
Announcement of the Western College ol 

Homeopathic Medicine, at Cleaveland. Ohio 

1850. From the College. 

Annual Announcement and Catalogue o‘ 
the Medical D**pnrtment of the Urivcr*i , y ol 
Buffalo June, 1850. From the University • 
Annual Announcement of the Rush AJ*4i- 
cal College of Chicago, Illinois. Session 1850 
51. From the College. 

Circular of the Aldany Medical College. 
1850. From the College. 


Number One. 

Although we begun the publication of the 
Northern Lancet with an edition of one thou- 
sand copies, wo can no longer supply the fits* 
Number to subscribers ; and this we regret, at- 
the nature of our publication, requires that 
the file should be complete. We are in warn 
of two hundred and fifty oopies of the first 
number, for which the full price will be gi- 
ven, or other numbers in exchange. Should 
the increase of our subscription list warrant 
the expense, we will republish the first num- 
bers. — N. 


EPARTvlKN T. VJ$ 


KXCMAACii: LAST. 

With the first numb- r of Thk Northern 
Lancet, we solicited the favor of an exchange 
with the Medical Press of this country, and in 
all cases, we prejay the p* stage on «ur mon- 
thly. We have in many instances cheerfully 
offered to pay the difference in the suWrij*- 
tion price, but we are happy to state, that the 
following Jcurrals have immediately pltf’-cd 
us on their exchange list at pur. As we are 
desirous of opening an exchange with all lb© 
American Journals, wc n!drc»s this number to 
iho-e who have not as yet favored in with 
their j uMhft'ions, and on notification, wilt be- 
come subscribers, if we cannot receive them 
as we do the others. Our Kr-jthern will obser- 
ve the good use we make of tho contents of 
their Journals in preparing our Mosthit 
N oTr-Boox or Americas Practice, and in 
this intention, we would be plotted to have 
our files c *mpl.!to, from January, when tho 
Lancet wjis first, and has siuce been regular- 
larly addressed to them. 

Nt\v-YoiiK Journal of Medicine, and tub 
Collateral Sciences S. S Purple, M. l>, 
E-lito*. Hi-month’v; New-York. For March, 
May, and Jun o . 

Boston Medical and Suroicvl Journal. 
J. V. C. Smith, M D , Editor. Weekly; Bos- 
ton. Numbers from January. 

Nlav Jersey Medical Report* r, and 
Transactions of the New Jersey Medical 
Society. Joseph Parrish, M. D., E liter. 
Quarterly: Burlington. January, and April. 

North-Western Medical and Soruical 
Journal. Drp. John Evans, Processor of Obs- 
tetric* etc., in Rush Medical College ».n 1 Ed- 
win G. Meek Editors Bi- m mtl’lv ; Chica- 
g » and lodianopol’t. Juno, and July. 

Western Journal of Medicine and Sur- 
gery. Dr«. Lunsford P. Ya shell, lWewnr 
of Physiology and I Vhological Anatomy, in 
tho Univer-it/ of Louisville ; and Tmfooore 
S Bell, E litor*. Monthly; Louisville, Ky. 
March, April, May »nd Juno 

Charleston Medical Journal and Ue- 
view. Dr*. D J. Cain, and F Peyae Puncher 
Elitore. Bi-mo:#tbly ; Charleston. May, and 
July. 

Southf.rn Medical and Surgical Jour- 
nal. I P Garvin, M. D, Professor of Mate- 
rs Medico and I herapcu»ic«, in tho Medical 
College of G o-gia. Monthly ; Augusta. May, 
Juno, and July. 

Buffalo Medical Journal and Monthly 
Review of Medical and Surgical Science. 
Austin Flint, M. 1)., F.ditjr. Monthly ; Buf- 
falo. May, and July. 
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Medical Nk.ws and Library. Monthly,*! 
Philadelphia. February, March, April, May*! 
Jano, and July. 

Thansvi.vama Medical Journal. Ethei.s 
Ijkrt L. Dudley, M. 1)., Professor of General 
and Pathological Anatomy and Physiology, in 
the Trat»sj Ivan a Umm»ity; Editor. Bi-tnon-j 
thly; Lexington, ivy. October, December and [ 
February. 

British American Medical and Physical | 
Journal. Archibald Hall, M. D , Lecturer 
on Materia Medica and Pharmacy, Universi- , 
ty of McGill College, &c. &c Editor. Monthly:' 
Montreal. May, and Juno. 

tt0L„The Northern Lancet, in future, will be! 
sent on/ij to exchange* addressed at this office . | 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

Subscribers in the Southern and Wes* 
tern States, would oblige us much, when for- 
warding their subscription, to onclose post-of- 
fice stamps, or gold dollars. The heavy die 
count upon the paper- currency of those States, 
and in many instances, the utter inability ol 
disposing of them unless sent to New- York, 
subject us to much inconvenience and loss. 
The subscription price of the Lancet being so 
extremely low, precludes our paying the ten 
or fifteen per cent discount, os well as the ad- 
ditional postage charged to us upon letter- 
containing one or two fifty-cent pieces. In 
these cases, the discount or postage will be de- 
ducted from the amount enclosed. 


inan. West Hartford, II. II. Whitcomb. Stowe, 
J. 1). Wheelook. Brownsville, D. Story. Bar- 
net, L. F, Parker. Lyndon, G. C. Chase. Iraa- 
f urgh, F. A. Johnston. Middlesex, II. Kales. 
(Hjdepark, S. L. Wirwall. Georgia, N. Dean. 
Cambridge, S. Brush. Milton. Beni. Fairchild. 
Highgate, H. Baxter. JJanville, K- M. Ater. 
Wells’ River, A. G. Bugbee. Bradford, W. S. 
Carpenter. Enotburgb, W. R. Hutchinson. 
Went Enosburgh, It. Kiton. Bakersfield, R. C. 
M. Woodward. Morriaton, H. Powers. VVater- 
bury, 0. W. Drew.) St. Alban's Bay, S. R. Day. 

Alabama. — (Montgomery, dr. Jackson.) 
Marion, W. B Johnson 
Texan. — Gorzales, Dr O. F. Renwick. 
South Carolina. — Mush Creek, Dr.O. 
Barret. 

North Carolina.— Leachville, Dr. S. S. 
Safehwell. Davidson River, J. F. Forman. 

HI ississippi. — DeKalb, Dr s. G. W. May- 
berry. Fulton, G. W. Booth. ^ 

-Virginia. — Fredericksburgh, Drs. G. F. 
Carmichael. Half-way House, G. Corbin. 
Kentucky.— Athena, Dr J. McFadden. 
Georgia. — Gerard, Dr. L. P. Tessier. 
Illinois. — Virginia, Dr. C. A. Hathwell. 
Louisiana. — fhibodaax. Dr. J. GuXto. 
JVIarylanU.--Frederick-CitT, Dr. Tyler. 
Iniliana. — Nicholsouville, Dr. Wm. Ma- 
thews. 

Massai liusetts. — Boston, Drs. L M. J. 
JJignauK Lowell. N. Allen. 

New Hampshire. -Wentworth, Drs. 
P. L. Hoyt. (West Lebanon, S J. Allen.) 

Pennsylvania.- Gettysburg!!, Drs. D. 
Gilbert. Lancaster, G. B. Kcrfoot. 

Connecticut. — West Meriden, Mr. A. 
B. Bradley, Agent. 

Canada. — Montreal. Drs. S. B. Schmidt, 

A. Nelson. 


“Study not necessary, ” by G. C. S., was ac- 
cidentally mislaid, and not recovered in time 
to find its place in this Number. “Readers' 
defenoe of Homeopathy, 1 ' and our answer, ‘Mi 
being absent from the country ; Chylous diar- 
rhea, by “Lamoille;” Typhus and Yellow 
Fever, by Dr. Gazzo ; and our associate Dr. 
D’Avignon's case of Wound of the thorax, will 
be published in our next Number. 

Letters received. 

New-York. — Albany, Prof. T. R. Beck. 
Syracuse, Prof. A. B. Shipman. VV adding ton, 
Dm. L. Stowers. Adirondack, D. C. Goodale. 
Schu) lerville, A. Gow. (W. Mott.) Potsdam J. 
S. Andrews, agt.— (J. Hyde. G. F. Cole. Can- 
ton, T. O. Benjamin. E. Baker. Parishville, C. 
F. Hyde. West Potsdam, M. Jerome. Russell, 
J. H. Gibbons.) Champlain, C. S. Adams, agt. 
Dannemoro, J. H. Gilson, P. M. 

Vermont. — Wert Berkshire, Drs. Jos. C. 
Butler. North Chester, J. Robbins. Lyndon, 
J. Folsom. South Nowbury, W. H. Carter. St. 
Johnsbury, C. Jewett. Fairfield, R. R. Sher- 


Agencie#. 

We arc desirous of establishing general and 
1 county agencies in the different States, and to 
• responsible persons the most satisfactory com- 
mission will he allowed The popularity of 
! the Lancet, and the very low prioc of subscrip- 
! tion. placing it wi hin the means of all profee- 
1 sional men, would make the agency in the 
hands of an active person, highly remunera- 
ting. Our subscribers in the different States, 
would oblige us much by communicating this 
notice to the nearest Newspaper Agent, or to 
any person w shing to become an agent. 

iho following have kindly offered to act. as 
! general Agents, with the power of appointing 
I sub agents ; 

U. Morris, McMastkr &. Co, Montgomery. 
For Alabama. 

R. Morris, Morey & Co, Jackson. For 
Mississippi. 

R. Morris, Robinson & Co, Nashville. For 
, Tennessee. 

A. B. Bradley, West Meriden. For Con- 
necticut. 

J. S. Andrews, Potsdam. For the Nurtbeitt 
i Counties of New York — n. 
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Lectl-re VI. (Concluded.) 

Impiests on Disinterred Rudies — [Period of\ 
Exhumations . — Importance oj Medico Legal 
Examinations ] — Advantage of Medical U >1 
rases taking Notes of then Evidence; >1' U 
nison With ' ub>eijuent Evidence on ti trial; 
[Utility of Met I teal Report* ,* the taking oj 
depositions .] their Observation of Collateral 
Circumstances ; Illustration ni Sir Adley 
Cooper's Evidence in Patch's Case. [I mpir 
tial it y in Medicnt Testimony ] — llurinf after 
violent Death , without an Inptest — Offence* 
of Coroners ; their Remount . — Objections to 
Medical Coronas [Side]— Enactment oj \ 
the Medical IP finesse* Ad ; Refusals oj Pay- 
ment tin ler the Act in St. Pancrns ; Absence oj 1 
fees at Hospital Inquests. [Sonacmunera - . 
turn of Medical Witnesses in this Country ; 
the Georgia Art ] — Compulsory Altmdani 
of Medical Witnesses in Courts of Law i 
generally. 

The coroner has the p<>w< r of holding an in | 
quest upon a divintemd body, hut thut is with- 
in certain limit*, for* wero this p -wer D<u 
limited, an ioqnest might bo held on a body 
taken from the grave mj many jear* after it 
wm buried, that a \ a«t only ot the skeleton r >- 
mained. Nor is this an in. aginary oa>e, f -i , 
tin re is a record of an inquest which sat upon 
a skull, when the per-tn to whom it was sup- 
posed to have b longed had been dead live 
year*. This proceeding however. was very pro 
ptrly quashed by the Court ol King's Beuch. 


[Although it has been decided in England, 
that a ‘ coroner may came a bady to be dug 
up Boon after burial, but not a lung time after 


(a) numerous cases are on record, of inquest* 
held with satisfactory results, months and 
years after interment; from which we must 
infer that no fixed rule can safely prescribe 
limits within which a coroner may order an 
xhumnticn, but that circumstances should 
uloae determine the propriety of such a step. 
\1. Orfila, in his *• Exhumations Juridiques," 
reports the disinterment of two bodies at Val- 
enciennes, after fifteen years’ burial, when the 
in-pec tors were cnubled to determine, in one 
of them,— its state of preservation was bo per- 
fect,— that the individual had not died a vio- 
lent death, but of a peripueumony complicated 
with a gastro-entiriiM Or. Symonds* of Bris- 
tol, (England,) in the • Transactions of the 
Provincial Association,” mentions the dissec- 
tion of a body after fourteen months’ inter- 
ment, when the rcc nun and colon exhibited 
decided marks of inll untnalion. Mr- Barrett, 
of Bath, has published the post-mortem exam- 
ination of the remains of Maj Gen. Dick, ex- 
humed seventeen months after death, when 
the deceased was, from the aj poarance of tho 
viscera, pronounced to have succumbed to in- 
ll noma' ion of tho stomach and bowels. ( b ) An 
inquest having; been held at Westbury, Ml ilts., 
, it which a verdict of wilful murder was found 
against R. bccca Smith, for pn o.iring tho 
death of her in Taut child by poison, it was 
deemed advisable to exhume some of the bo- 
dies of her nine other children who had all 
died in infancy. Accordingly, tho bodies of 
Sarah, who died August 7, 1 $4 1, aged 20 days, 
uid Elward, who died June 2 ), 1844, aged 1* 
day*, vr* ro disinterred, ond tent to Dr. llera- 
p tlh, at Bristol, for annexation. This gentla- 
m an found largo quantities of arsenic in and 
! i built tbe remain* of both infants; and in ra* 

! iVrring to his analysis ol' tho«o of Sarah, ro- 
| marked: 44 This, 1 believe, is tho first ia- 


(ot) U c. Clerk, 1 Salk‘d's R j .p 377. 
(6) London Lancet, t>ot 18. 184>. 
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stance cij iccord, cf armtiic ining discovered < o mined xuttft'f* o/.e it.iL.i i c i/i a hundred Will 

after tin interment of eight year?, and I wish ■ I s 0,% * rloidtjui. ’ if) j 

it to be circulated throughout the conn*rj that | itt dclitering testimony l ‘‘fore a coroner eur* 

years have « > . Shot m ramming tiwiei „r»r- ' S' uu * •'"* will flad a 

«emc. (c ) In tLe winter of l^V *1,? remains t,iem#th\s in all a. vari.ni* materd co.neet- 

of an unknown person were h urt] buried ip [ cd with med ico- legal inquiiKui: arid the disad- 

tbe vhir.:»„ „r « i Montreal f vanio^*', in the event of iguorm-.oe on such 

of an cut htni<P» *n Montreal, . . .. — 


W ^°h, from their 


pc, M U*- HhU * 


!>ul-jcu<a, o' placing them>e ve» in a *ifun»ion 
which may r/ririg a -tnu: uj • n i!.‘*trpiofo , s:-i<in- 
' nl ch%ra< b ra nut tu b.* curi'y wij c4 < ff Mr. 


who is at present editor of the MYitieh Am- «... t - o- . u,i-y wu eu « n »*r. 

encan Medical and 1 hynjoal Journal, to fix ti( u> mau e . liU ^, { . J0 „ rH if pebble 

tbc period of their inhumation at five or fix iu giving evuitnue be lore a c rimer than bc- 
yeare, and ascribe the catwv uf death to inju* : r '* a j u *<$ e - Nothing should be .-aid without 
. . . 1 due coiiM-leralii n, beinu-*e, on the one hand, 

I.C. npparent upon txammui* tht cran.un, |U n „.„i rojny delivered, if 

and its contents. (J) This case reminds uv of it be ntgfigenily given, a gui.ty mau may no- 
the principal incident which occurred at the ■ Vf r bv brought to dial : and on the oilier hand, 

1 , _ ■ , . an iiin«jct-i t nmu mav b** t.ikm to prison, and 

trial ot the notorious hugom* Aram, in I»**, , . - * , ... 

ei’uuueu lor months tietorc u>* it? tiled- uiiit Ms 


fer the murder of Ohuko, in 1» k* Although , iimvceiiOs m ide evilont \ and, also, ncoaunj 
thirteen years had rl.ip*cd finee the huriul ot the evidence given h fore the curoutr :s sure 
the victim, when his \k»U vra. in ! t« l« «e«-r«lj rife* M th* trial, uiwUf W 

. r> or CwMradictious occur, I nmu 


court, it exhibited a fracture on its left tid say bow dis £ nuKful it ntut bo to the 
which was bcM as bting oorrohorativn of the. witness. 

date of the crime, ai.d oorrcetly, to.\ as an* _ lL ,, , . e 

, . , , “ . [ 1 be r. iibnthr 'p.af as well as r.io lover of 

pc wed afterwards tv ArsnVs confesiMon. (r) . , , . . 

‘ j seunce nnist view with pleusure thy invreasett 

Thc.«c few cases, selected on a.vount of ihc interest which medical jurispiudencc excites 
variety of the causes of death which they set amorg physicians wud members of the bar. 
forth as having been ascertained long af:er :n- Until pnifersions are fast awakening to the im- 
terment, most convince us that no settled rule portance of the suljcct, and rapidly qualify _ 
ought to govern exhumaiiouH : indeed, if du? ; jug ihciotclves to fulfil the charges it entails 
attcn’i'D be paid the rtudy of medie.il juri*- .upon them, in their respective spheres, with 
prudence, dirioterznentfl may ho made et any j benefit to rocicty, and credit to th* motive*, 
time; for information would he pressed ca- , Still, the science is in its infancy only, and 
pablc of clearing away the uncertainties that 1 they uro nmny, — especially among medical 
alone render the propriety uf late exhumations » C cn. we arc Krry to say, — who arc inclined 
questionable. Tbo following rethinks arc ho *,j lo,>k upon nndico legal investigations «s 
pertinent to this point, that we ct.eei (u’ly in- ! happening too seldoni to require that they pie- 
troduco them : — ! vjurc well r or their prosecution ; while thero are 

*• The mere we turn onr attention to the ‘li^rs. a'-o physicians, who, quite ind;lTer«ut 
subject, the firmer ia our eonvieti-m; und in j to the l-« H interests of their profes-si *n, await 
this conviction, wu are borne *nt >v every om . .. .. ^ 

.... r umetljr the oeenrrcocc of thrse inquiries, with 

ot the few person** in itiia country enitt'cd t *» 1 1 1 

the name of medical jurists, tl.a'r. to pmci.ro ( the ceruinfy almost of escaping any st-rioua 
a tcihifuetory and irrefmglhlo tM’inron iu eu-i s resiinr. Ability, 
of infantioida and in all othrr dsfficuU . . 

legal fjuesfi'.ns, it is only r»‘iui»*te lo M:hmit 1 ^ be want of Htiitistical data places it out uf 

the matter »" « di>pi"M«tti4tc and skilful invt *. ,>ur |wjv.'cr to prove the frequency of medico- 

cifc%tiun. jf’/i ; • ' > yil imi jlrien in th-. »rcrnl tribunal# of th« 

;uj isprvn cure. vHrtntr vrr.fr , * /r ' , , , . , 

m.;vu:'ll 9 €Mj:u., i I !h:r : 1,n * lh “ ° f ,he K'" 11 W,U 

on I difiTtculty. T '1 ■: >\t /«.• . agreo with uh, thut t!i n y are but too of'en re- 

tr.cl mvst le Iith.u-ol la he a> riirn,, 1 ,mi r .,d uver Iho wliii-h dr.ith reaches 

cult, but ire are rcitunh thrT /,, cirrlij +X - ! . . . 

v t!i rough its m iay kurlul ministers, and wul 
bear rn mind cueb eases as those of l>r. Heorge 


. « , , , ... U’.'ltr rji i.mju i*uvii ns uhto ut » i 

(,c) Id. vol. x. p. 2 m. Am H 

“ Medico- legi.l Ib'nni't,” Montreal Med* 

leal Gssclte, v**l 1, p. fcj;* (f) Kd»nburgh Medical and Surgical Jour 

jtf) Pulley's Annual 'v*!p-ter 17 » J p rt,,, 5 ttal, vol. 21. p 23 1 
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l’ui kutun in Boston, and Mary Ungers, u the 
beautiful cigar- girl,” in New York It is true 
that, foft unaO-ly, they me ur.frtquent in tin- 
rural districts ; but there arc still sufficient in- 
Htaru-es of their necessity shown by the crim- 
inal calendars of the courts, to urge the npa- 
t hylic practitioner, who th- uli be ready fir 
any emergency at all allied to Ids avocation, 
whether it ca’l him by the side of the victim 
of sudden di-curca 0 > A lmious violence, to ac- 
quire such knowledge a.-> may rcr.dor his as- 
sistance as c (licit nt in the witness-box as In 
the sick-room ; and if the tna« who should 
alone l»e a physician, — lionest, humane, and 
public spirited, — the consciousness that he 
might save one innocent person from the scaf- 
fold, or h« Ip rid society of a single villaro, i* 
induce mint enuigh to spur him on in the 
study of medical jurisprudence, even though 
he were certain that but one caao of the hind 
would present itself. 

Circumstances, however, are conspiring to 
multiply the physician's opportunities of figur- 
ing in the public tribunals. The community, 
in comwquenco of it* atate of enlightenment, 
is cautious into whose hands it will trust the 
treatment of diseases or affcctiois in need of 
sui gii-al aid, and will hold a practitioner un- 
swt-rabla for inul-praetice. Rnd prose cute the! 
charlatan rigouroucly for hie acts. Medical 
testimony will, therefore, be rtquired, end 
suits of this description arc alrrady becoming ! 
common. The institution of numbers of life- 
assurance establishments, also contributes tc- , 
increase the chances of medico- legal inquiries: 
as well as the latitude nfforded to applicant* : 
fer divorce. (Questions involving the validity ; 
of w ills, the sanity of persons, or the extent <■! 
injuries sustained upon defective high-ways or 
by rail road casualties, Ukcwiee form nu im j 
portant share of the litigation in our court* * 
Thebe causes must inevitably furnu-h a long j 
list of cas« s presenting mcdioo-legal points oi ! 
interest quite as numerous at least as in Crcu' t 
Britain, where, from parliamentary returns, it, 
appear* that in one year, in the United King- ! 
dom there were 1213 trials eu-bracing quca 


wore oil deaths from poison in England and 
" clea a! one, in the greater number of which 
medical testimony was absolutely required, 
and this is exclusive of criminal attempts at 
poisoning not Allowed by death. 

Medical police, founded upon, or calling for 
legislative enactments, will also conduce to 
multif ly medico-legal iuvef-tigatioua by open* 
ing a field of research that will rapidly widen 
till it embrace the con adoration and discus-don 
efull j hysical laws which affect public health 
and security, and result, as must he hoped, 
in the s« lotion of problems upon the elucida- 
tion i-f w hich, much of the prosperity of man- 
kind depends. 

Apart from the legal detail* with which tbs 
generally informed sbouli ho acquainted, tho 
I h ysiciun, in fu mi barbing himself with the 
science of medical jurisprudence, is only de- 
voting closer att« lit! on to the most difficult 
leases which surgery and toxicology present to 
the faculty, and to tbq treatment of which ho 
l may be culled at any moment in the ordinary 
course of hi* practice. No wonder, then, that 
the unsatisfat tory appearance on the stand, of 
a physician, is calculated to reflect the great- 
est disgrace upon himself and his profession. 
It is a se vere ordeal for scientific men, even ; 
A»r they come in contaot with the talent of the 
I nr. tho members of which are awure — as Dr. 
Ryan says — that ‘ -forensic fame arises from 
the ability with which an advocate examines 
a inedicul wilucas " It is, therefore, not at all 
surprising that a practitioner who bos once 
been pat to the te*t, should no longer look in* 
differently upon medi o'egtl inquiries. Jc-hn 
Hunter himself although tho most distinguish- 
ed member of the profession in bis day, when* 
ever bo alluded to the testimony that he gave 
in 17M). on the famous trial of Captain D >nel- 
Urn fur po'soning bis brother-in-law, Sir The* 
odoftius Brough too, when he exhibited great 
erudition, *• regretted," says Sir Astlcy Cooper, 
-‘that be bad not made moro experiments oa 
the subject of prisons, before giving an opin- 
ion in a court of justice. He found himself a 
.mod deal embarrassed, and he used to express 


lions of murder ariJ manslaughter, either per * 
petrated or attempted, from poisoning m 
wounds alone, in every one of which medical j 
evidence was necessary, and, in the majority 


his regret publicly in his lectures ”1 

In evi rj case also, it is of great importance 
r.o mako notes, ft* mwu allerwdrd* as pi ssible, 
i f the c'i Icnee given before a coroner so that 


indispensable to conviction. In two years there you may re!i.*i vour memory by looking oyer 
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on the tiny ip«i»V Practice ol the Criminal L'iw of Sociltnd. 
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those before going mlo court 
Inal : and you ou^ht to ko ov that * 1st* Avi*n.iij u Medical 0P other scientific report#, which 
deposition of evidoneo deliver t <1 he « r*» ri c t o ., rf . j r , process before the trial, and li- 



... , , .. . - - o report. 

the crown such uep««itiona nn.y be umiI. In n i j* 1 1 1 i is. that the faets are often so miuuto 
1 rial of one Onwiotn, vrio-re tin.* counsel h«r|, int j detailed, ihitibcy cannot safely beVn- 
tbe crown, by the direc i ti o the judge, nn i r uRted to the memory 1 he witness, however, 
willingly called the pri*<*ncr r no >t her, who had , Ji a hlc to an examination and a cross- exaut- 
givm evidence hef-ro the coroner in favor ol .j.hijoii. 1 * (b) 
the witness, Baron Graham ordered her dt*|*i- 

■ition before the Conner lobe read, for the ''care happy to notice that these reports 
purpose of effecting the credit o' her tesdimn- arc being introduced in American practice. 
ny , by ►bowing it* variance lr». the d. p ■ i , )M w#s B j milu j in a rccent lrin , fur ison . 
tion: and the twelve judges luld that . .. . . *, 

competent for the judge to do to. > in g^ ,n “ns » n <* it will be recollected 

: t hut, on the laic Webster trial for the l’arkmnn 
[1 he imparlance of notes, by a m tea wit mur< j ep ^ t p 0 m , sl important j.ieco of testimony 
of hi* testimony before a coroner, f -r ref- w(u ,, |e Rcplirt or .. Mut(| examination 
erenee on trial, .« acknowledged by every ju- at th# Mcdi8a , Cellrge, kc ," signed by Dr* 
list ; and it has been eomurh felt in tbisco.m- ( .. (J S |>n( , aU(J , ewis (c)] 

Iry, that they have been riquirid from Ibe 

wi-n.-sa. Dr. Lie ttatrs («) We bare even Mr dionl evidence brforo the coroner requir- 
, ... i s mure than uMial circumspection: for it the 

inown ilic master in chancery, ax v. .1 a* ihr w ;, hr ., ,i„, u | d dll , | je i, re ,,,* Iriali or he una . 

rurrogatc, request a plijuiciun logo to 1 i- Me to uarcl, or be kept out of tbe way by any 
bouse and brin» the notes be bid token in mean* or cuiiiriruiue of the priaoner, bia dfpc 
relation to the auto of mind of a person about ^ ba^bet 

making his will : and those notes were not only i u-ctly /air and homs^ and yet on the trial, hr 
allowed to bo read, but to go upon tlio record i 'dung his former testimony, obtaining adui- 

uuns uud qualifications to it, his deposition on 
s | the trrnl m y tary materially from what ho 

Dr. Beck recommends tbe or ly e fficient way K ' T,rn b-fl«.re. * In each canes,*' remarks 

i all V r ‘ * hHm \ ,n h*# Pouted lectures, “bow groe- 
.-ly would justice iinve been peiveited, if in 
' j case of hta death or sickness, nis depositions 
; In f ire the coroner only hud een read. 


of securing un-exceptionahle testimony, in 
such cases : it is the mode supgested by Chaus- 
sier, as far back as 1780, in a memoir read be- 
fore the Academy of I) j *n, and coneista in 
drafting a report of what Dr. Beck justly de- 
nominates 4 the mttlicnl farts in the case " — 
which, Chaussier advi-es. should be written! 
on the spot, for though tbe opinions to lie de- 
duced require somo reflection, yet the nana 
tive of actual appearances needs none. He fur- 
ther proposed that tills report bo filed in the 
olerk’a office within twmty hours, for the ex- 
amination of a clmmlfr of verification : ami if 


[As to the rules which govern the taking, or 
subsequent use of depositions, they vary some- 
what— in this State, at least, — from those that 
: prevail in England, where depositions are con- 
sidered admissible, although the prisoner may 
have bee n absent at tho time of taking the cor- 
oner's inquest. (<f) Starkic considers the rea- 
M<ns and authorities for th s doctrine, as un- 
ratisfaLt rj. (<r) and so does Hus. -oil. (jf) In 


, this .Stair, the safer and more cquituble rule 
diaappruvud by them, llmt tbejuJga. cauxr »| lia8 , Jecn Ilid Jm , n . that , vh „ n lho accu9ed 

aecond Tmlulion to be m uli- by other*; but if , l0t ,, rc . eutat Ule iliqa08ti the depiaiiion* then 
approved, that it Ih> rocuved on the trial us «;, ftlccn arc ev!dcrice bim oulj in the 

true account of the facts observed. A some- 

what similar course is pursued in Scotland. 

Medical men are appointed to rx'tmine, and 


{h) Beck s Medical Jurisprudence, Gth ed. 

k*ol 2 pp 088. 0'.’3. 

(r) S t* • Tr»ul of Jno. W. Webster,’ in Nor- 
tSnrn i.uncot lor Mnv. 

(»/> l l'hil Ev Bull N. P.242; 3 T. 

— H 722. (r) 2 Staik Ev. -PJ2 

(o) Dr. Lee's 1st Am. EJ. of Guy's Princi- (^ ) 2 Uuseell ou ('rimes, 21 Am. Ed p. 
pies of Forensic Medicine, p. 13. ;GGl. 


they make reports. The u#*e made of these 
will be seen by tho foliowing extract from A! 
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vent of the subscribing party's death («»;] ! 

In all oft"*'* in who h n surgeon is calLtl to 
see a wound<*4 ir murdtrvd mo l »• »er\ 
greatly assist the nlj- c e <f jm>tice ly ueing 
liit ey*» and ears, uiul making t-niro t •>!<** r i 
vathn* on the c n*luot of « v »y me a<>ui d 
him Medical n eii arc among t e fr t that arc 
called on *uch occii-ions : ai d a- tin} air tu 1 
tored prtilV«*i«amllj to olwcrvo. titty cun mmt 
nmtenally aid the j • rf**es of justice on muiiy 
nccat-ioio : ut.d they have <m« i iiliy aoiid it. 
l»y bting wi ue."is of cotivt-rwliune a *d ol at* 
linns hearing iik«i materially on the guilt or 
the innocence of pits -ns uccuM-d of cr ime. | 
This was well nc n pli o d in the trial nt one 
Patch, f »r rlmottt g Mr. lihiuir, «uli tr.it in 
he hud lu t n living, in the tuuic In use, in ha- 
bits of the grraiert intimacy. I he (‘summa- 
tion of Sir Asruv Couckr, who hud Lmo:j lid 
to make none remark* to 1 ‘akii, aitoidid 
Air ng pre.-u motive evidence against I aimi. 
He w a a<“k d by Mr Amlly, w . ty he l.ul i o* 
it i jil n d at How s net, to have olficvie nut lo 
search the premieix of one V\'*.n-ik.a, on whom 
he MiggoMid, fon.c rm-picion nmtl! I’aicii 
give a r« ns >r, in ro| ly, ah ch ltd ihe judge 
to renmrk, 1 I hat the dt-imat our ol the pit on- 
er was fu>p"eioup. because it u* no re natural 
for n per t* i tt» institu e ih-* earlies j o mIjU 
enquiry in such a ca e involving the mui ter 
of hia friend, ratio r than to display the indu 
ference expressed hy the prisoner. M S.r Asii.lv 
asked Mr. Bkmmt whether “lie ruqucteJ any 
pi ro>n to have com mi ted the act ol" ehootiog 
hiu» ? ’ liis answer \>ie, ‘ No; (ion knows l ne- 
ver did ny man an injury which CuuM lead 
him to w»*h to take my I f.t : hut Mr. Patch 
has mentioned to me a mm of the name *»l 
Wabstrh.” “I then turned,' sail S.r Asn.»\ 
“hi Patch, n »t wishing to pteo* any unm ro- 
sary que-tioiu upon the dc-eiiav!. unlaid 
'•who is thin Wli»stkr !'■ lie an-wt r> <1, 4 *lle is 
a man who ivas suspected of having roSlied 
theBo premises, against win in a *»uroh- war- 
rant was grati'ed, and his hou-e w is searched . 
and his h m has s.noe a' * i-nided .'•ir Asi i.» v 
was then asked, ‘ Had >nu arty fartliTc over 
ration 1 ’ He replied. this inv LtI I 

w *id, •‘Suiel \ . tlicn you -Inml I send im n.i.liu- 
tely to How-street, t . have • flic mb s lit down j 
bin premise* should he ngiin searched. ' 1 • \ 

which Paich ai-svere 1 ‘ N-*. for nothing wuuld 
be found : 1 xhoild e.-rtainlv he shot " 

Now, in the-o replies, there was n a «oiredW 
something to w.mder nt : namely, that a man 
who wiis the acknowledg'd friend of the per- 
son shot, fchoutd, for an ins’ant, ihi vk t»: his 


(«) People t\ Reitr 1 ! u/i m Lohmnn. ?• Hill, 
28'.) — in which ease the in urn- r of t .king all 
such depa-itions, and the rights of th* is cens- 
ed, in lelatian to the cximioation. arc fully 
Bet forth : and iha principles on which dep iti* 
lions are received in evidence, are t \ uninid 
and di*eas*cd — ice also, Ilebcc *' People, » 
Hill *1 


pi rs (ml iihk w I eii it was p.-m ntial for the 
dt.-C' very o| the B-wc-an of lit* tii> nd I he a- 
euiiiieraif the jt ilge miw thin clearly, and 
p> in«ed it * u' to J.e jury on the trial ; and I 

* elieic ti nt i lira 1 * Cjdieu raised a Mt«picion in 
the mind » f Sir Asii.lv Couckk u lativc to 
Bat i ii, which perhaps, would oiherwi«e not 
have existed. 

A not to r n urn kahle cireum«»anoo eVcited 
the truth in thi«v trial, which should always bo 
uttrndid to hy nndieal men ; that ia, to Hacc-r- 
tuin whetlu r the wound* have been given by 
a right or left, hurded man. In Patch's ohm 
the evidence w»*nt to prove that the murder 
was committed by nieunw of a pi*tol thot hy 
u lefi-hundid man. N rgeunt llrt-T, in a con- 
ference with the prisoner before the trial, 
pressed li.ni to say whetlur he was /e/7-han- 
•Jed, hut lo- profiled that he was not: yet at 
lie trial, heiog called to plead and hold up 
iiiM hat d. he uiowercd AW Rod held 

up hia let l hand. 

[ fhe.«e excellent suggest r o"S must not hew- 
« vir be 1 inked upon as recommending inedio- 
al witneese?* to lake sides on a trial; fo , as it 
I im Wen tematkid. l * W« are s *rry to see that 
whenever a medical case comes hefotc n jury, 
he evidence f«r r tic prosecution and defcnco, 
•vith reference to the medical questions, varin* 
mi much, us r 'ally to cover the pr> feysioti with 
derision. *1 tie reason is, that the medical wit- 
neS'j'es too often take a hurrUter-like view of 
their position, and adopt the ride on which 
they give evidence.’’ (n) Dr Beck, in comment- 
ing on the imj ropriety of favoring one side, 

• »r being driven hy a cunning lawyer, into ta- 
king ei Jey, o’ serves correctly that the medical 
r« p »rt meiith tied in another 1 1 ice, would, by 
its adin’s ion as'evided- e. protect the witness- 
es against tbe danger ol appearing biassed. (A)] 

Another nrcum , 'tance connected with vio- 
Vut death. **r mi di*"iisir ty demand an ii^pient, 
r-li > uld always he lepr. in remembrance, — 
l lmt it is iiidietiihle t • bury a man who dies a 
violent di-ath, lmfure the coroner's inquest has 
fat upon him Now, 1 hive known instances 
wl.e e medical men, syinpa'hisirg in the feel- 
ings of the fiirnih of a .-uioide, have agreed to 
Conceal the cun-c of death, so as to evade the 
corr.ner's inquest : hut altho’igh, in such coses 
no uncomfortable results have fdlowed, yet, if 
infotiu i'ion of t’.c fuot had been lodged with 
the c trom r. thesiirg-mn would have been tried 
ns an ncivcarv. O l( the of her hand, if a medi- 
cal man fdl htmsel* ii jured hy the conduct 
of a Cor u.i r. he has his »c nedy by un action 
at law ; f. r a coroner may ho punished for 


(o) L ind n 1/incct vol 1.1815. p. 47-V 
t,b) Med Jurisprudence, tithed, v 2. p t>'dS. 
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J me nt uf |ih)»iciuns to coiomr&bips. T here is 
» dmbt that were he now living, be would 
expr»si a d.fT.'ivnt opinion, in view of the sen- 
-ib c change which is taking { lace in the pub- 
lic mind relative to this n-aticr As this is a 
solject < f great interest to the pro r ew*ioo, and 


lotN'or.doot. ?'V fi*nr, ;•» j.r <• rrn* n* <<r r*>m v ii. 
and the filing »d on U •;«. > r. i. «y aN» !»'■ 8t»»p* 
tied tW nii«fi»ui*ng^ii*- r,t Tnu- if a « 
tuk< an ino slewing the !>*•>!;. 

ha is cuminaby to h! .11 r, for the view a*rer- 
fains Ihe c «u>e of ti.i dotth. nod an ii*«pd 
ihai loujt be taken svtut v *>:.n nipori* »ud 
An in^u'ifc is memioi.i'd in tin* bock-. ... . 

* hi. h ti e comm r w*h cmnd'U J t« pri^o. j '*«* community at large, we will iq cak of it at 
and fititii -k'-., bt-c.uu p he rtf‘tHi'1 t.n vkw * he! length, at an early opportunity.] 
bin’j »n , iv‘ He \v.i> paid. l«.r hilstfetlf. C.<. Xd., . 

fti.ri n.r In* « hiri*, IN l ,k l If the Conner uns| Gentlemen. I cannot conclude thoM remarks 
any cortiipt ii iKi* 1 c»* vi»h n ju*y, if In* • <» 1- upon 1 he coroner > court, end upon the duties 
toil kb ny hr shall he fin* *1 and Hill- rone- d medical practitioners when witness?* at in- 
3 1. r* in pri* .finest.- u puni-l.inctil m 1 ) wiilivttl n^iiin rofeirin^ to ibe Act pin 

»t> ii-f.i. t.-d in | art. in L- id l>n KHrusi'e;*- *1 in thu last wv-ion fi>r the remuneration of 
iri-c. ai or<» the coroner, not hath g return' d medical W'1 iipi*»ps «*n these ocrit^iunt. The pro- 
hm incpii i ion of n ti-d.-r to the next pm 1 de- fpesinn owes a debt of gratitude to Mr. Wax- 
liv»ry. tut uiijr.-s «1 it. wan di^: barged i.ky «m ties aco« unt and I cot-eider it an act 
I toiu bits (-flice, uod tilted one hundred pounds, of justice in me to hoar public testimnry to 
At* c wne.ii may be d by writ dr rvroiiu- -he importance of the ta*k which he has 
/< ;,* 1 /•£■/. ,/h>. eo t ! i> tuny b: removed by wilt. achieved The Act confirms the authority of 
ut' to vt.dfoi e exom rondo, tor any tea enable 1 lie coroner to summon medical witrussts, aod 
citu-e hn*ipiied m the writ, and now coroner h it arms him with power to direct thu perform- 
irai l*c eh clod ir. thuir uToud. And this nay ! auc© of ixwt* 11.01 tern examinations by them, 
lc di im tor eevrinl i-uuim. Thu* if a corwo-i xu'jit iu. itwtnncra where a person Khali come 
he ho much engag'd in 01 Ii' r public lnnirice- hr a aid and -l ate, upon oath, that the medical 
in the < nui.iry ihut he ha*, no hi. -ore to attend • wltnee* <*n »utim*or,cd had, in his attendance 
to hi* 1 fli.o of c* roner. • r il In* be disabled and upon the dem ised* rarity or entinly cmie-cd 
bnki n « ithitge. t»r *tr;iAit« i • 1 1 p. i-y, or any 'bis death oaing to u:s i . proper or negligent 
otlo r invtteiate d»>«*ti*e. if he dve.i i:i the ex- ‘treatment It uIni a«].'hnri*es the jury, or a 
triuu pLft* o« the <0111 ty, to that he imrooi in ■ :>.r.ty of it. to reijnirc the coroner to aun»- 
Ctinvooiemly ejtcrciae the duties of hie dltee. ni«m a lditional mciii ai evidence. iT the firKi is 

not m itiifautory. Hut the rmi't impoitant chtu- 
l the removal of coroners, in this State, is the Act refer t-.» the remuneration of the 
provided for by the JO h Article of the Cor.sti* medical witneanfs. 1 will therefore read these 
union, icctiou 1 . 4 . (a) ] jas they vUnd in the Act:— 

I “3. Fcf> lo Medical II /tor «i.<, and Funds 
hnm ihese rrmarls, ( , r.tlcmen, you will /br their poyment .— And ho it further enacted 
be iV-iivm u d not oniy of the impormnee ol \ ' n»at when any leg iilv qualified *n« d eal prats- 
the duties m ihe corom r to the public welfare, | tiiiunyr has am n kd upon any coroner a in- 
out 1 t the pr(a r Ti**c , .**>ity > (yr diecr^tion and .quest in obedience to utiT mu<;Ii order as afore- 
judgn ent in n edioal practi ioners who may bo ..aid ui the coroner, the said practitioner shall 
called to deliver tvsciuiuny hefivo him; the im- for such at»efidar-c3 at any inquest in (>rcat 
portnnceol |»recerii;ig notes of the evidence Htitaiu bo entitled t» receive such lcmunera- 
delivered liefvre the coroner: and the onutimi , tion or foe as is m •uti.nu*d in too table marked 
requisite in giving that evidence, seeing that (B.)in tho schedule hereunto annexed; and 
it may 1 e employed in eri s -cx.imit u ion on f ,r any ii. quest held in Ireland, the said prac- 
ihc trin . and. finally, the danger ol coniuma* tilioncr shall bs paid in tlie manner provided 
cioufeticvs to the authority of thiacourt. 1 think hy the laws iu force in that part of the I’nit* 
t! ntj lrorn tliestt facts. 1 may venture to sav, gd kingdom ; and the coroner is hereby requir- 
that it would be neither advantageous to the ed and tiomiuanied to uiukc according to the 
public nor the pr f-.-fion. were the office to be form msrkcd(C.) in tiie schedule hereunto an- 
filled l y ire Ueal men. It a practitioner, who nex' J. his order for the payment of such re- 
n» also a Coroner, have mnrii enifdoyment, it muneration or fee, when tiiv inquest shall be 
he practice mid a it; ry more especially, it is h *'d in t ireat lirituio, and such order may bo 
evi lent it at either the public service ntmt sut* addrtssci and directed to tho churchwardens 
Ur. or his natbnts rnnst be neglected. In truth and overt tors of the pnrisb or place in which 

; and such churchwar- 
• any one of them, is and 
practitioner urnl of co- aro hereby required and commanded to pay the 
ron^r tiro, in my opiiuon, conqdetvly iu( ooijia* sum of money mentioned iu such order of tho 

| Con ner to the medical witness therein men- 
tioned, oat of the fun is collected lor the re- 
lit f of the p >or of the said place. 

* 4 Fte tail payable for a pcf^t- mortem Fr- 
aminutioa instituted without Order Jrom the 
t'oi 1 ' ‘Cr — l J r**vid;d nevertheless, aod it bo 


1 .. inn piun uie miiKv ce n^gsecteu. in irum and overtior® of the t.;ir.sli 
asiongniho services of the prof«a*Bioo arc the d« a h ba-s happened m 
r"' 1 '.'" 1 '" 1 :' in the c-.mir and ; -.c pub:;.-, tbe dons ami overseers, nr any 
ofLccs of a medical practitioner undot co- are hereby rvquirod and coi 
r<»ri^r tire, in my opinion, compretily incooipa* 
tiblc. 

[Trof. Thomson is probably the only medic* 
al jurist of note, who oouUcmns the appoinr. 


(o' Rev. Statute*, vol. 3. 
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further emitted, i hat oooidorofp it merit tbnd 
be given, or fee or remunenitw n paid, to liny 
medical prucMiuiier fur i ho } erfbriuai-ee <t 
nny pewt-mortem examination which nuiy l»c 
instituted without the | furious direction oi the 
Coroner, 

“ 5 . lnqne-tA on Rihiic' i f Pcrx u* i!ynt% in 
PuUu h'l'tui ;tht* — Provided a iso and be it 
tin tier enacted. I lat-whi-D any u quo*t shall 
Ih» luildtn on the h wjy of any j»» r.-"ii Abo ha 
do-d in any pi. bio h- *-pital or inf.i u..ny, or 
many I miding or place b*. 1 u'.-ring thereto, 
or um d for 1 1 r-Mtepti.n ol the pn».nri* thereof, 
or who has di' ii io any c-uniy hi o- iur lurmt c 
iisylum or in any public iofirmtiy or other pub- 
lic uiediotl insti; uticn, whether li e mine be 
supported by endowment* or by voluntary kuK- 
renptionr, thtn and in -u -h cast nothing lure 
in (ontuined shall be cons' rued to entitle the 
medical * filler whose duly it may have Ik eu 
to attend the decoded person us a medical of- 
ficer of such institution ns af rmnid to the 1‘ccs 
or reoiuiiv rai-n herein provid'd. 

"Tenuity for neglecting to otteiul . — And Ik 
it further enacted, 'l hat wlu re any Older fm* 
the attendance of any nodical practitioner »*■< 
aforesaid si a 1 have been personally served 
upon such practitioner, vr where any such or 
der tint personally scrvtd shall have he»-n re- 
ceived by any niedii al practitioner in ruffioiont 
time for him to have obeyed euch order, or 
v. here any such < r-.'er has been s: rved at the 
residence of nny medical practitioner ; and in 
every ca*e where any utrdioal practitioner has 
not obeyed suoh order, he shall lor such neg- 
lect or disobedience forfeit the feOro of five 


hot hs the law now slan ts, I cannot conceive 
upon wont grounds ih- parchial uu'ltcritiea 
«•«« refuse compliance with it 1 hey n»ay eti- 
deuvooi h; j ; on to 1'itil amt in, to el ift 

• he payment- o! tbe-e '(pi t<» thecoun'v rate* 
bui until such tv chart tt i* is tfF.-ofrd tLe law is 
itnpei at t e. and I i-sm-ot -rr how it can be le* 
gal*y '*ed It- hu> a'so hreli cutilt ridfil th^t 
the nmimat o<ti •• re of public median! institu- 

i i -Otis tmph to reinuut ra'e»l i '• »r the r often- 
! duo Cc up. >»i n rput' i» hi hi i n the Kitieu of pc-r- 
i -oi s who have ched io in* , >'uti* ne. I n»-re 
aj p-nr* to he ? on j-i-iiec in lid- objection to 
jtht*A»tt. wu.cu b >ie* that th .ee uu dl.ul 

, ! Uicer^ shall rec» ivy no remuneration *. hut on 
retleouTig in re e.l . 1 v t!|i>>n this provision, i 
| «>m Miiisf. d that it i.- CTree'- uni that tho 
i granting ».f b s in such to the phyei- 

, •*:ciih und Mtr;r one if |m»' lie medical institu- 
tions, would ft m tv door 1 j numerous <tboM»*. 

; lu all eft id uenth iii hot } i • i id in which tho 
• p< sl-in >rtem exainin lioti i.- peruat’ci by tho 
: mend- of the de* -* .*cd, thaw are co.-i&tuutly 
1 u ado, and therefor.*, it tvculd he absurd to foo 
the ope rater*. Were lfr« pad to those me li- 
eu l <-fuccr» wh-'u ii.-q’ie-bf are hell on bodies 

• l p dying in ^ uhlit- iiHliht , '..rs. I shoul l 

n a hesitate to predict that tho nmuin-r «f in* 
'i'ic. t*» would far *>xcet- 1 r.J.a; ‘.vliich hat hither- 
J " been hi l in iho>o in tbutions. 

j [Although the statute of tbi* State direct 
i.ho*c* roll or to faummon a j.bysi* iau to attend 
prufesy'onally at an inquest, it does not pro- 
vide for his remuneration. Several nuvuccess- 


{ lounds sterling, upon complaint thereof made i ful attempts have been made to secure such 
•y the coroner or ony two of the jury helire nn act of justice to the profession. A nurner- 
uny two justices having jurisdiction in the par- , . , .... . ... . 

• . . i 1 ** • . j ; i • uum? si stud petition fo that rfiVct. vrns pro- 

»'h or place where l3.*o tnque t under which ’ . . \ 

the order issued was heid- «>r in the parish in icnted to the Legidatuic, during the session 
which such nifdical praotitiiiiier reside?: and . *f 1H-12-T. ; but its remonstrances were uferly 
such two arc hereby r.quircd, up™ llir ,., rde(1 . Ab the same t»n«, il.em.m- 

each complain i, to proceed to the hearing and . 

adjudication of such complaint, and if such hors of tho M> dical , .xnety of the County of 
medical practitioner shall not show to the said Kings adopted tbe rp’ritfd deterniiimlion ex- 
juatieea a good and sufficient cause for not prfil , c d i n the following resolution: 
having obeyed suoh older, to enforce the rtvd i t 

penalty by dietresa and sale of the offender's) “/*r*o«rr:J, That ina K mucdi as the Supcrvi- 
good.*, hs they aro empowered to proceed by K,rji Ui *- J1 V^ than five dollars to 


it n act of pailiament lor any otlier penalty or 
forfeiture/’ 


»ny physician f- r an autflpiu exJiminal’on, 
Therefore, we will j>*»t attend any Coronet ’a 


The table of fee* awards rno guinea to er - 1 pr,^s-i,i,,lly. unless th • -urn of t.fon- 

err legally-qualified medical practitioner fur > tJVC «'*'•** lo *'}?*«* ** * lea f *' r °^ h sm * 
giving evidence at any inquest whereat n** j * ®* 4,ai tt 01 * 

pihf mi rlem examination h vs been made by ; Kvery practitioner should be aw.ira that, 
»u.h j.r«cUti..n«r, and two guinua wl.eto the a ),b ou ./h a onromr ha. Ilia pn*-r n. compel 
examination lias been made. . . . .... . , . 

Now few Ac's of 1’iirliainrnt arc. so far ns I j ! ‘ ,H attendance, «HU he cannot force him to 
can judge, more simple, and yet more explicit ; touch tl-o b« dy ; cotirequently, the course pur- 
in their v»ri..us enailmenli", ifcan this Ai.lj.1 suc 4 ), T t|, e Kings tV.inly gtmlrtnrn. is ft» 

the parochial functionaries of St. Pancra* - , . * ,,, , , 

. ‘ .. , . c, i ... i i • i - a: e as it is proper, anashouiibestiictlvRil- 

liave refined to pay the first demand winch it * 1 J 

author' 7 . »d the coroner to make upon them . 1 bered to throughout l! o Slate, until the jurt 
Now, it has been eai.i, thattiio fees tomedic.il ■ demand i of the profession be ouinplicd with 
witnewics ought to have been taken nut of the ... ... , ' 


county rates instead of the poor rfttis 


Georgia is tho only Stale we believe 


a quration which 1 will not pret.nd to decide i medical witncr*es arc allowed fe«s by law 


Digitized by Google 



204 


NOUlllEUN LANCET , 


July 


An net *'H« ut the J 

I**gi»l»tiure, which | rovidei 


uh: t > 4 «• 

' that — 


yiXjU 0 f i lt j . t, v renewed at cvi ry Mil h quint assixts or *it- 
tii c, it the caiiM! he in ulc a i itnantt j but if 
'i ii writ eoi t.»iii more it a r i the nuinert of four 
It r*l a.11 lie lawful hr every fbys’cian tr witnesses a w. mew who is fervid with a sub- 
Surgeon who shall be summoiud by the ooru- [ j (3 q„ u ticket in court car nut refuse to give evi- 
rcr ir rhtiiff of the county to make a p st- j rni *e, A ru!i-|<cti* tick* t, which is a copy of 
mortem examination lor the in font at on i f ju- j,„ W rit, should bo un tie out for each witness, 
lies of inquest, to charge and receive from the L,„j must be h> rved on him personally, a rea- 
tna-urer of tbe county, the turns fi llowing. | time before the trial. Notice in L<n- 
t<» wit: -1 or each post-im rtem examination, i ■ on , at two in the aft«rt <> in, cuil ng np m Uie 
when dcith hit resulted from external vio-| witness tout end at the fittings at Wtoimins- 
lence, where no disiKC»inn is n quire f. th« 1 ter « n the some day. is too timer, 
nun <>f tt ti d« liars; for li e same, where diuwc*i “Tbo uii^ml should bn shown t» the wit- 
tion ai ueoes a»y, and wbero r oi it«rnient« f th* 'oess when the ticket is delivered to him. It is 
body has limn utttde, twenty dolluis: for the u i«w, r hum*?, in civ 1 eases, to tender to tho 
same, after one or mure days’ interment, thir | tj,« wi iiCn* his reasonable i xje*nti*», not only 
ty dollars; for the same, w hen any chemical j „f goiug to attend the trial, but also of his re- 
analysis is required, the rum nl fifty dollar*-. | tin u: for although ho muy refuse to Iks sworn 
and the expense of such annly i.- : Provided, till such expanses are pun!, the parly may not 

AL * A •' ! • n : ‘ u * l>: {chose to call him. and be may fiud it difficult 

to get home again. Winn the witness lives 
! within the ILlis al Mortality, it is usual to de- 
, liver one chitting with the subpoena ticket for 
bis attendance in Loulon, or Westminster. 

I In other caves the sum tendered ahnul 1 be pro- 


that the compensation allowed in this ai: 
shall not extend to more tl a i one phytic 
for each pod-inortctu examination.” 

Tbe Southern Medical and Surgictl Jour- 
nal makes the sul.-jo"ned excellent ob-erva 
lions upon this enactment: — 

“ VV T e are pleased that this tardy act of jus- 
tice to die u.edii al profession lias been done; 
but at the same time wc are om-trained to 
say that tlio compensation for poat*im>»ten» ex- 
aminations. where chemiinl ar.aly-is is rqnir- 
ed, is merely inad qai c. In »!m<»ft iv.rj 
case of tliis kind, the eut r> responsibility i» 
thrown upon tbe physician. Upon tbe cori-c 


|«i ti -ned Vo the circumafan :es. Where an at* 
luchmout is moved for, the court will not en- 
ter m o any nice cdculud m as to tbe expense 
but will consider whether ‘the non-attendance 

originated in ubetinn'-y 

••li a wilt c^s wi:'. ully neglect to attend on 
the suhptcn i, hi is guilty ol contempt of court 
lor wl-ico tie is liub e to an attachment. 

‘•The Cumtml-i ry prices in criminal cams 

mruBii ilium mu un rr*iuiuu. i i'”n vim i<ni«' - J * , .. 

no of hi* BBi.hi.Uthf rcpu.itioD und I, If -I l-i s-. l.y in-..n. .,! i Rub,®» .»«ued in 
tbf Bceai*ed frp.nl. Ilia .-pinion aloi.e de-tr- H o k by Hi ju- no- . the court in 
nine the qu. sti-m whether nr not u rrin.tl.Ba "■« >• l “ ljo r "": l 1 1,# mon 

Iwen cnm.n.tted. T.> place a t..»n under -uei, u,u.l enaiw ... re ..... Uy lor the coroner, or 
b weul.t of .e.p.Hwib.l.tv, .... 1 .hen to offer to JMsl.ee. wi o .Bku U.e , . orm .t.ona, 
co.upeo.»l« bin. for fifty d. ll.n. aho*a .. ve. v on 1 de^oMiioM, .o bind .ho w.iueaw. 

low Bjipreoimi'.B of .he prole-loo, or o very under the rtuiute ol 1-HiLir Bt.d Mtuv, hr re- 
fxtrBvagitn. cstiiiiBte of the value of mon y eogu xonee. to appear ut file next paol-deliv- 
We hope that th '5 part of the law w.ll be l.rre- 'V '* ’!“»«« ■» t- give t v.dcuce. 1 ho 

Bfter amended, and a more ad. qua e eo.nprn- jo-tiec, oi..j t.ko >h -e .eeoen.xa.ee. at any 
Ration aPoaed. We are, however, much grati- “«>'• be'u.-e the inul ;. and .1 the w..r.o-f refuw. 

fiod that the obligation of .he community to reegn ranee, the ju-Ueonr 

compenrate phj.ioiooa lor rerviees rn d-red ooroner n ay commit l.iui, .w bind him to l.u 
tbe outlie hav b> en thus recognised. Thi. re- g-ol hel.av.oor, audio appear „..t the next 
ogni.ion iadoub.le-s due to the organ, xutiou g~d-del.very «r quarter ««,..«» oE tlia p.BCO. 
of the profBBfi.il which baa been going on t-ven whe.o an .fender who ■lia-.i CfCufodlrom 
throughout thia country for the lust three or «,« l-'* rt «' . “ jU ' d , Kll! S ,i "- n J ,n 
four veer.. The a tme rneana, ifprop- rly mod. -'h r, a mee of a .uh, tea . on a wlombio 

will procure a former reogniti. « of the old,. I'“ rt u * •» .H™ «"• 

cation w liieh the publ o me under to phy.i- 11 1'" - •» ».;«H>.-r pmt .a a» off. etual a. .1 the 
ciune. — Journal fur July, Idol*.] had been ,«■ r. . -d will, the euhp.e-.a m 

J J that part of tbe L niic l km go om where bn is 

With respect to the general stten lsnce or rv»pmel to appear, and upon default, notified 
witnesses in courts of justice, the sauie coni- by a certificat’d tin ler the seal «»f tbo court- 
pulsion which enforces tliutof ordinary wit- w icnve the aubpos'ta i-»ucJ. to tbe court of 
nesses weighs rqu.il ly upon innliciil men ; “tbs kii-gs llcuch m In^Uini «r Irela ul respt-ct- 
htUtid^iuu i-f a witness in civil cioci is com- tv-ly, or ol the Hith C<-urt of .lu?ticiury in 
pellcd (where the wi'nets is riot iu cu-to<fy) &vo >an<l, lie in liable to be punished as lor & 
by means of a lubpcsnn, which is n judicial conteiuj.t of the | r>-cw# of tb»».'C courts res- 
writ, commanding the witners to appear »t pemively. Uut the witnow cannot be punished 
the triul to testify for th« pUint.ff r dcf. nd- Ira deumb unless the reasonable expenses of 
ant, under pain ol forfeiting 100/. iu case ol cumin/ & 11 J attending to give evidence, and of 
disobedience Ono writ . cannot e mtaia the returi ing have Leen Wnd« red to him In oth- 
Btunes of m jre than f>ur witucsacs ; ftsi must ‘er cates the witnisj is bound to obey the writ, 
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Dr to perform the condition of hie recognizance. j 
although no expense* have been tendered to- 
him, for tho call* of justice are paramount to 
all private considerations and cla ; m*. It is a 
cunou*fact. that even in criminal cases there 
existed in England, until 1702. no law toe im- 
pel the appearance of witnesses ; it depended 
pn themselves to obey or disobey the summons: 
thero was no legal m »ans of compelling a man 
to put himself to a little trouble, even when 
his evidence was required to save the life of 
an innocent man. In casus of felony the legis 
latum has made provision for tho expenses of 
the prosecution and witnesses. 

“Tho law protects a witness, as well as n 
party to the suit, from arrest eundo morando 
ft redeundo. And as it is not essential to their 
protection that the witness should have bt eti 
subpoenal* i, if he has consent© 1 to attend, the 
Writ u-uaJy allows ample time for thie purpose. 

Such are tho regulations with respect t«» 
general witnesses, and they refer equally to 
medical witnesses. The expenses of medical 
witnesses and attorneys for -loas of timo arc 
generally allowed, but there is no mode o 
compelling the payment of them, should it be 
refused, except in inquests. 

[In this Stato, the law stands that there 
•hall bo allowed '‘to any person attending a 
court of oyer and terminer, or a court of ses- 
sion*, as a witness on behalf of the people, up- 
on request of the pqblio prosecutor, or upon a 
subpoena, or by virtue of a recognizance, who 
is poor, or has come from any ether state or 
territory of tho United States, or from any for- 
eign country, suoh reasonable sum for his ex 
penses as the court may direct/* We should, 
however, find no fault with the non-remunera- 
ti*)i) of modic&l men at a trial, were they pro- 
perly paid for attending coroners’ inquests. 

In civil proceedings, before a justice of the 
peace, a witness is entitled to 12 l-2cte, for ev- 
ery day’B attendance, if he is from the same 
oounty, and to 25ct*, if from another county ; 
to 50cts, for attending any other C"urt, and U> 
travelling fees, at the rate of dots a mile, if h 
resides more than 3 miles from the placo of at- 
ttudanco, going and returning. 

A person neglecting to obey n summons, is 
amenable for contempt, and may be fined at 
the discretion of the court ] 


»r* serene tranquil cast of oountenace. if S» 
follow an indifferent or moro*e expression, pre- 
cedes delirium or spasms It often arises from 
spasm of the muscles which raise the angle ol 
ft?e fpouth. — Schill 
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An Essay on the Opium Trade. Including 
a sketch of its History, Effects , Extent , tfe. M 
carried on in Indie and China. By Nathan 
Allen, M. P (Lowell.) Boston; 1850. 8vo, 
pp. G8. From the Author. 

This Essay contains much lhat is interest* 
ing relative to Opium its cultivation, prepara- 
ion. and moro particularly, to the deleterious 
rff-cts attending its use in smoking. This 
drug, extensively cultivated in India, is pro- 
ouretHrom tho Papaver Somniferum , common- 
ly called the English Poppy. Its intoxicating 
properties were known as far back as the 
time of David and Solomon. But, it is only, 
since England by the E.ist India Company, has 
relied solely for the support of her Colony, on 
rho cultivation of Opium, and its murderous 
traffic to the imbecile Chinese, that the atten? 
tion of the world has b*en called to this sub- 
ject No less than 100 000 acres of the rich 
plains of India are annually sown with the 
opium soed, from which 40,000 chests of the 
drug are obtained, yielding a revenue of $15 f 

488.000 t> tho Co npuny, an l sending to a 
premature grave 400,000 Ch : neee! 

A few passages from Dr. Allen's Essay, will 
not prove uninteresting to Qur readers. 

* From 1704 to 1820, tho amount of Opium 
exported to C?-inu varied from 3.000 to 7 000 
h •‘-its each year In 1824, it increased to 12, 
030 chest*, and, in 1834 f<» 21 785 chests, val- 
ued at §14 454 103 In 1837. it amounted tq 
between 30,000 w» d 40 000 chests, value* 1 at 
$2*5 000 000. In 1838 and ’9, the rralo was se- 
riously interrupted by the more decided and 
efficient measure* of the Chinese to break up 
and suppress entirely the smuggling in of opi- 
um, After a series of altercations between 
the parties representing each government, as 
well as some m >re vio’ent exhibitions of hos- 
tility. the Chinese fot o< d the ui 'reliant* to sur- 
render what Opium they hud on hand, and 
destroyed the whole, amounting to more than 

20.000 chei-ts. This lead to a wir between tho 
<wn nations, and the negociat-iona fur settler 
ment were not entirely brought to a close till 
August 18 12” 

“The Opium pipo eonsVa of a tube of hear 
vy wo >d furnished at the head with a oup, to 
collect the residuum or ashes left after com- 
bustion. Tho bowl of the pipe is made of 
* arthenwnre, of an ellipsoid form, and seta 
down upon the hole, itself having p rimmed 
orifice on ihe flat side. The Opium smoke? 
always lies down, and the singular picture 
riven by Davit, of a 'Mandarin smoking an 
fOpiura pip*,' dressed in his official robes 
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sitting up at table, w *s prol ably made to or- 
der by some a»tiet who had never eeen any 
one use it. Lying alorg the much, he h- Id* 
the pipe, ap'ly called ytn tsiang, i. e smokirq 
pistol, by the Ch'nces, so near to the lamp 
that the bowl can be brought up to it wirhnut 
stirring him* elf. A little opium the s-‘zc of a 
pea, being taken on the * n 1 of a spoon-bead- 
ed needle, 
and *et on fire 
one whiff, so that none of the srur-ku shall be 
lost. Old smokers will retain tin* breath a long 
time, filling the lungs, and rxhnlirg the fume 4 
through the nose. The tmt*> of the half-fi-tid 
extract is sweetish and oily, soon what like 
rich cream, but the smell ot the hunting drug 
is r&tber sickening. When the tvpp ha* burnt 
out, th© smoker lies litPlesa for a moment 
while the fumes are dissipating,' and thm re- 
peats the process until he has spent all his 
purchase, or taken the prescribed d we M 
“The victim inhales his allotted quantity 
and bis semes swim around him. be feels of 
subtle nature, ho fl >ats from earth as if on 

S inions. He would Icavo his humble st itlnn 
is honest toil, his comfortable borne he would 
be great. He runs with ease the paths of dis- 
tinction ; he distances rivals : wealth and pow- 
er wait upon him the mighty t ike him by tin- 
hand. His dress is costly, his fare hit p tonus, 
his home a palace, and he revels in the pleas- 
ures he has read of and heli-v.-d to fie fiction 
Music sound* through his lofty hulls, sages 
assemble to do him honor, w-umii of bright er 
beauty throng nr and him, he is no lunger 
poor, lowly an«i despised, but a demigod . flu 
feast is spread, the t-parkling cup fillad to the 
brim with hot wine, and he rises to welcome 
one whom ho has lei t far behind him in the 
path of glory, to tender him tiiura hant courte- 
sy- And as he advances a step, he reels and 
staggers wildly, and competitors, guests, min- 
strels, magnificence, nil fade from his v's'on, 
and the gray. c< 11 reality of dawn breaks on 
his heated brain, an 1 he knows that al! was 
sought, and that he is the same nameless crea- 
ture that ho ever has b^en. A cold shulder 
agitates his frame, weak and worthless he 
seeks the air, but finds no rel : of Ha cannot 
turn his thoughts to his calling he is unfit for 
rxeroise, his days pass in rl >tti and in bitter 
remorse. And when night enuy*-* in gloom, he 
seeks a*ain the sorcercs* into whose power he 
has sunk and whoto linger mocks while it 
beckons him on ” 

A Chinese thus portrays the eT etc of opium 
smoking : “it exhausts the animal spirits ; im- 
pedes tne performance of busine«s: waiteB the 


Kx peri mental Kami? 

ON 

Pl y-i-dogy, or Medical Chemi-try. 

The foil wing reMilution, appended to tho 
Repot t of the Committee on Medical Lifcera- 

, , , , , f ure, »a* ad* ped by the American Medical 

put upon the h o* of the bow.. , . r.. .. , ,, . , 

V. th lamp, and inhaled at j A-*- <- »‘>on, at tho meetmg held at Ciromnat. 

• - - -• in May last. 

Itciofvaf, That tl.c sum of one hundred 
dollar*. rai-cJ by voluntary contribution, ho 
• ffered by this Association for the best crperi- 
m-nt'il es-ay m a sulj* ct connected either 

With PHVSIOI.OOV, or MEDICAL CHEMISTRY, an! 

that a com nd tree of seven he appointed to 
carry out the objects of this re*o!ution : said 
comn.ittee to receive the competing memoirs 
until the first day of March. 1651 ; the authors’ 
names to he concealed from the committee ; 
anil the name of the successful competitor al ne 
to l>e announced after tho publication of the 
decision. 

Hr. Francis o smith, PI ilada , Chairman. 
“ ALiRi.o sriLLE, Philadelphia. 

“ FRANKLIN BACIIE, u 

“ l p. yandkll, Louisville. Ky. 

“ James Moultrie, Charleston, S. C. 

“ Robert bridges, PI ihuhdj bin 
“ Washington l. atlek, Philadelphia. 

In accordance with the above resolution the 
Chairman gives notice, t* at the sum of one 
hundred dollars is s cured, and will he paid 
over to the successful competitor, or. if prefer- 
red a gold medal of the same value, bearing 
a suitable in-cription. 

Tho competing memoirs mint ho transmit- 
ted to the Chairman free of expense, and it 
should he de-.-dgnati d by homo appropriate 
motto; the author s name accompanying it in a 
teo led picket, designated in like manm r Tho 
Hi'CCiRslul i s-ay will become tho property of 
tho Ass elution, and in c a*© no paper of suffi- 
c cn* merit is iff -red, the tun© will be extend- 
ed for an th©r year. 

Afer tho d*ci-iinof th© committee, the 
**eul id packet oontnn'ng th© author's name will 
be op* ned in the presence of the Association. 

M • ’ o tl Jour al t’ir< a i\ o it t‘ e o untrv ere 
requested to publish tho nb >ve Notice and to 
aid in furthering the wishes of the Asecciation 
iu this respect 

Francis G. Smith, M. D , Philadelphia. 


t'aST' Spasms of separate muscles, called sub- 


flesh and blood ; dissipate* every kind of pro- mftu* tendmum jlncot-itio, am not dangerous, 
perty; renders the person ill-favored ; promotes; more especially in children, young persons, or 
obscenity ; discloses secrets; vi' l ih* too Lag: in hysteria, hypochondriasis, except where 
att.ickt tho vitals and destroys life,” ( they present. themHelves with delirium or som- 

The above extracts, will give the reader , nolency, as in tho nervous stage of fever. In 
Borne idea af t.be happy manner in which Dr ; such rasas, they do not render the prognosis 
Allen has performed his ta»k : and no one wii) . decidedly hopoleos, hut they indicate great 
rife from th© perusal of his L-ray, without feel- violence of toe disease, spasms of the mu- clea 
ings of intorc-t and sit-in air at a knowledge of, of the face are much worse than those of tho 
the dcpluruhle effects of the Opium Tra ie. — x. j extremities. — Sc -i ill's Scmeio'ogy, page 7t*. 
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I. 


| perform some kind of operation that might re- 
| sit Ye hi hi, a*; he wm in constant torture, and 
i could 01 obtain a brief respite from his mis- 
! cry but by large doses of opium. I informed 
. him, that there was but a faint hope of recov- 
ery fwn the operation ; still he begged and 


THE 


HYPOGASTRIC, CR RICH OPERATION , “ k “ ““ 


FOR STONE IN 1IJE BLADDER. 


By Wolf red Nelson, NX. D. ? 91. P. P. 


j He was rendered insensible by the inhala- 
ttion of chloroform ; 1 then introduced a probe 
' with M',mr difficulty in the small orifice at the 
.the navel, and pa-s.-d it to the depth of three 
j inches, when it rested upon the stone. At 
About two nv nfhs since, I was requested to once, I resolved to perf rru the high operation, 
visit a poor destitute man, aged 27. Ho wi.s being convinced that the bladder was a lher- 
exm-uicly weak and attenuated, from long suf- 1 out to the abdominal parities A grooved-guide 
fering, and had for several years, labored un- ' was parsed down to the stone, and upon it a 
dor stone in the bladder. In April IS 18, lie j sti&'gbt pointed bistoury, which was carried 
whs cp -rated by the lateral section, in the U- downwards and forwards about one inoh, then 
nittd States: the pain, be said, was ‘awful,’ , raising the point, it was lifted out, making an 
and that ho tied up fora cout-idciable « xternal aperture of about three inches : on in- 
time, much difficulty having hten experienced trodueing the finger, the opening in the blad- 
in extracting the ealeu us, whii h crumbled tojder was found to be too small ; a probe point- 
pieces, and convinced him, that the whole of *d bistoury, directed by the finger, was carried 
the st ate had bot been removed. lie recover- 1 -loan to the os pubis. This incision allowed 
cd, nevertheless, after home time, but was stilly t Lie free passage ot the forceps, but the stone 
tortured by the old symptoms; the obd» ■men * os so extremely w-fc and friable, that it crum- 


was tenee and painful for u long period; a red 
spot Burned at tire uiub.licus, lion* which, u 
drop or two of urine would escape, in the at- 
tempt to micturate; Wits never entirely fret 
from fever; impa ired appetite, and great cx 
ha us 1 , ion; und«r these circumstances 1 h »»* 
operated on, in Canada, last summer, by the j ■’ 


bled in the gutfp, and was removed piecemeal 
by the finger and scoop; to remove the small- 
est fragments, the bladder was thoroughly 
*y ringed with tepid water. The entire process 
did not occupy ten minutes; light dressings 
re applied to the part, and ordered opium ij 
* with calomel iv grs. ; laxatives, &o , as 


Jlccto-vcsiciil method. On this occa*i< n, he va ; were dc< med required. 


on the table, nearly or quite oi,e hour ainJ a 
half, and had suffered extreme anguish from 
the attempts made to extract the stone; — and* 
once more, ho was let l-x*>e, with the intelli- 
gence, that it wus impossible to remove all th»- 
stone, as it adhered to the bladder. He wa- 
llow in a worse plight than ever, for to the 
many severe symptoms thit had horned him 
f >T so King a time, was added an incessant 
dribbling of urine. The external wound heal 
cd in part, but there succeeded an ii ability in 
retain the fasces; the bladder always ter med 
full, and on striving to mief unite, rxcrcmc it 
mixed with urine, would be voided by tin. 
urethra. 

On sounding. I distinctly felt a calculus ap- 
parently of In go eixe. lie entreated me to 


To my turprit-e. the patient's constitution 
ralli-d, ai d in one month he was so far recov- 

• r- d, that ho rode some twenty five miles to 
the Country, where he now resides, and informs 
mo, that he has never been so well since the 
first attack of his complaint; but, that the u- 
rim voided through the urethra is still loaded 
with faj&l matter, and that much the great- 
er part of the water continues to escape by the 
iinu 1 . Evtu, under there deplorable circum- 
atancis, he is happy in comparison to his pre- 
vious state. 

Remarks. — A fter a careful examination of 
the cicatrice in the perineum, it was evident 
that the external incision hai been much too 

• mall, its < xt« nt*l eing leas than two inches; 
hence nr o?e ths difficulty in introducing tht 
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forceps, nod accounts for the poking and twist- 
ing. of which the poor fellow to much com- 
plained. 1 hare in every instance made the ex- 
ternal wound ae extensive oa poeeihle, prolong- 
ing it to the inferior margin of the anus Such 
on incision removes ell danger of having too 
narrow a space in the integuments, than wbioh 
nothing is more inconvenient and perplexing, 
in tho manipulations with the forceps;— you 
avoid bruiting the par's, and moreover, escape 
all danger of urinary infiltration in the inte- 
guments. My Biother, Dr. Robert Nelson, 
whose succcg.8 in Lithotomy equalled that of 
Martiseau or Di ni.».v, rtlwujd obtained as 
much rp.ice os possible, and without force or 
eontubion, would remove tho stone with won- 
derful case aud celeiitj. 

The suhjoct of this report would, there can 
be no doubt, have completely recovered, had 
not that unfortuuate rcclo-vesicat exploit been 
achieved! It is indeed, surprising, that any! 
Surgeon pretending to eh ill as an operator, 
should have recourse to such r. method, for re- 
lieving any ordirary, nay e\cn, extraordinary 
ca*e of stone. 1 know that tho name of n cele- 
brated Parisian Surgcoti will be invoked as au 
authority, yet in man, however otherwise re- 
nowned, should he an apology for fUch a pro 
postcrous operation, the necessary and natu- 
ral result of which is, that, the two cavities of 
the bladder and ifectum ure laid into one! 

This notable operation has been once befi re 
perfumed in Canada Ea*t, and followed with 
the same result that attended upon the pre- 
sent case— bo'h individuals rendered wretched 
for life, without enjoying the remotest pt-oo-. 
pect of ever being relieved, but by death. 

Montreal, (Canada.) July, 1850. 

I 

(For the Northern Lancet.) 

II. 

Recovery after submersion.! 


*>> a ripple ; hut knowing that ho had been 
on the boat, his brother was Sent to search for 
him, but, he returned with, m any tiding. ) 
once more he returned to the boat, and look- 
ing carefully in every direction, discovered 
him laying on the bottom of the Luke, in eight 
feet of Water; where ha must have lain half 
an hour, il not looger, when he was brought 
to the surface. I received the body, it was ri. 
gid and cold, as also were the limbs: a bluish 
cast was spread over tho countenance; the 
deep solicitude of a father discerned no signs 
of life— no heat-tha heart was etilled— and 
the lungs quiesceot— no m. re would 1 have 
anticipated the prosenue of lire, if he had been 
submerged for several years; and, had [not 
Some day. previous to the accident, prut I ien- 
lially read in an old paper, an article by Dr. 
Buchanan, of I Inlsdelpf.ia, oa the subject of 
restoring suspended animation lifter submer- 
sion, we «h. ul.i have consigned the holy to the 
grave, as it was rco .v red from the Lake. 

The body being placed on a bed, tome of 
the neighbor* were directed to rub it briskly 
with tl.nncl cloths, an urder which they obey- 
ed wiih great reluctance, from the thought of 
ptrr. ruong ti.is iffioe ,n a corpse; and 1 will 
d lmit, that I somewhat entertained the same 
..pinion Still, 1 would lain hi pe, and urged 
on my friends the continuance of their txer- 
tions , the Inctiob was persevered in: warm 
li.itinel sheets were applied in rapid .uc tesion. 
f 1 his treatment wa<* continued for thirty or for- 
ty minuter, when, we were gratified by hear- 
ing a f. eble iiiiiinuir in the throat, followed 
soon after, by a slight quivering of the lips. 
The ease, boweter. was enveloped in duubt 
and obscurity for a long time, as the recovery 
tea. rxir, meiy slow ; the tardiness depending 
on the su.pen-ion of the "peristaltic motion,” 
with no apparatus at hand, nor indeed access- 
ible to rally it, and which was suspended four 
hours, very near co.ting the patient's life : an 
apparatus which should bo in every family, 
as it is itidi-p-nsmhle for other purposes. 
Clmrluttc, (Vermont.) July, 1850. 


Tlv n, ikr-i.su ^ Tho deling of the patient harroonixe* 

By Chart en McNeil, I .squire. ; with rauouular debility far more in dieea^a of 


One of my snng, nine or ten years of age. 
Vaa, on a Sunday afternoon. In August, 1830, 
round missing ; „u enquiry, I ascertain, d that 
ho had last been seen playing on a boat lying 
u ,l >° wharf. The day was calm, and tho 
riwtsrs of Lake Cbampia n, still, and unruffled 


_ j .... ...... o .*s 'ii' t tin o tq 

the vascular eyatem and bit a*] than in thi>*e of 
i the nervous extern In the firmer, tho patient 
f t la even weaker than he really in; whilst in 
ihnttR eases where the debility proceeda from 
the nor Vo us Ajstem. the patient either does 
n*»t It el at all weaken* d, or but tdighrlv oo, 
and become* convinced of hits weakne&B only 
wheu ho attempts to move. Tho fm mer coso id 
the more favourable.— Sdull. p. 71. 
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(For tiik Northern Ukcit.) 

III. 

WISDOM OF THIIEF. 

KENTUCKY DOCTORS! 

By N. W. Ilarlis M. D. 

An action was brought, (ond tried in our 
Circuit Court last April,) by the owne* of a 
female slave, agaiusi the" person who had hir- 
ed her. The slave whilst in his po scsab n, was 
attacked with sovcre Iuflvmmatory RheuiJia- 
tism, which, complainant alleJgcd. she had 
contracted in consequence of unnecessary and 
improper exp «ure, and therefore, claimed the 
emn of $700 damages. 

Three of the leading physicians of this coun- 
ty fcere introduced as witnesses on the part of 
the plaintiff. They testified, that they had a- 
amined the slave, an.1 found hel* Buff- ring un- 
der a severe foimof Inflammatory Rltmon 
ti#m, and consequently that the exposure mu t 
have been prbpoil tonally sevtro lu other 
Words, that tl'ght expuru.e whs likely to in- 
duce if it indue* d at a’l, a flight attack — 
that severe exposure, w* u!d occms on a severe 
attack! In fact, n<>twith*tariding u cb»e an 1 
rigid cross-examination, by a very shrewd m.d 
tab n*ed harister, John A. McOcfNC, E q of 
May fV. lie, Ky., who won well aware of their 
error, they pcridsted in making the predispo- 
sing causi >o thing — and the exc.ling euu-e 
Evt.it r Thiko!— thereby throwing the onerous 
duty upon the defendant, to sln.w that he Imd 
not improperly exposed the slave This, he 
Was fortunate enough in do : ng, and defeated 
the plaintiff, shielding himself, thereby, from 
the heavy pecuniary loss, which be otherwise 
would necessarily have sustained, had the ju- 
ry admitted the unscientific testimony of tbete 
Physicians-. 

I was present at the trial, and had at the 
time, in the pe n n of a lady, under my ea^c 
» forcible illustration of the un philosophical 
reasoning of the three doctors. She was then 
laboring under a much worse form of the dis- 
ea 1 **, complicate! with cardiac symptoms, and 
we could not trace her attack to any exposure. 
• U speaks unfavorably for Kentucky Mrdi- 
cine, to hear her Physicians, in the middle of 
the nineteenth Century, giving such evidence. 
For every man should know, if he does not, — 
that in various infl immatory bflf* ctions, the 
predisposing , is of more importance than the 
■eating causa. Piss, why is it that o fa num- 


j ber of persona exp^-ed precisely, aud iu the 
1 same way to wet and cold, one takes Khed- 
i aiutism — another Pleuritis — one or more I’neu- 
• in*mia— half a dec n Catarrh, &c , — and the 
remainder escape entirely? 

Shelburne, (Fleming Co, Ky ) July, 1850? 

(For the Northern Lancet.) 

IV. 

THYPHJS, AND YELLOW FEVER. 

By J. B. C. C*azzo, 31. D. 

The phenomena of Typhus and Yellow fe* 
vers, plainly indicate the introduction of a 
poison into the system. The epigastric pain, 
and naus< a preceding a par. xjsro, are caused 
by the presence of iho sulphuretted hydrogen 
of the atmosphere in the btuiuttoh, into which 
! it is received, previous to entering the circa* 
latiou ; and unaided vomiting will frequently 
j I r^veut a paroxysm. *1 he phys’c ans of Cam* 
pagna di Roma, were iu the habit of pres- 
; crib ng an emetic just before the accession of 1 
the ixp. c cd cLill as a pr.vcn ivo; this pUn 
tucceedtd in many euoes. In other instances, 
the following remedies were administered: — 
cdur with nutmeg- water; tincture of opium; 
or lar^c portions of carboua'e of ammonia, in 
j imitation ol ti.c large doses of Peruvian bark 
j formerly given. The practice, at present, is to 
order xx or xxx grains of bi-sulphate ofQui* 
nine at one dose, before the dliill or paroxysm, 
and which has proved more successful jhan 
the same quantity, in divided doses, taken in 
th *• intervals between the puroxyenii. 

If the sulphuretted hydrogen is not directly 
expelled by vorni ing, or indirectly, by a nar^ 
cotic or stimulant, that will act powerfully on 
j ' n the ekin and kidneys; ofr perhaps, neutra- 
I ied in the stomach by a large dose of quin- 
ine, the poison o-rntaminates the blood. 

' Its first effect is to produce paia in the head 
and spinal region— thereby, manifesting that 
it acts first on the nervous system ; then fol- 
lows the chill, or period of dept>aa : on, a nat- 
! urnl conFequcnte of the previous state of ci* 
citencot, for the patient often feels unusually 
well bob ti* th-v head of spine-ache. The chill 
i* then succeeded by the burning fever, or the 
period of re action, and the eff *rt to expel the 
poison, which is accomplished through the ex- 
: halents of the ikin. 

| If we were disposed to look for a phonorae- 
j non in particular, to support tbo opinion of the 
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unity of * periodic, ' wt- might rwlcutihai of lo- 
ver ; thus, b« the eulphutet'cd bydr g -u dots 
imt begin to operate until u eufikieiit quantity , 
in introduced into ill i stein tub, and, »a ull fe-j 
brile diseases affcotiig :he nervous system ob*. 
nerve more or lo*s rtgularhy vf periods, or iu : 
o her words, it teema to be ibc* action of the' 
* io!u” and “iutiiu” o;uv> meiiti — hence, tho j 
Jaw of the nervous sy-t'ciu, that iis su Airings 
should he periodic. 

The question may be*atktd, what is the ori- 
gin and nature of sulphuretted hydrogen? — 
it in a vegetable, unimal, uml iktnnirplicriifil 
gus, end which is easily detected by chemical 
anal \ ois. 'li e populurfpitiii.il, which is gener-j 
ally hut an echo of that cntt-rtuiLci by mcdi-| 
cel uien, assigns the origin of fevt-r to t-xhula-j 
lions fr* in the earth mixing wit h the air ; hence * 
the term rttutuna. which it almost in unucrsnl 
use to designate the cause of Typhus and of 
Yellow fever®. But, if to thin term, we substi- 
tute t! at of Mai pint rs hydrogtnspheric, — it; 
would be far more ooirec ; and that malplmis 
hydrogenspheric, and not malaria, it the caure 
of Typhus and of Yellow fevers, is proved by 
the following observations: — 

That in all countries and localities b.n<*atb 
tho angular line of the tropic of Cancer, where i 
Typhus and Yellow fevers prevail, the air is 
not j urc, being loaded with nitrogen, vegeta- 
ble and animal matters in a s'ate of decompo- 
sition j ull rivers running from their source 
to the ocean, forming tho hydrogen, and the 
evaporation from tho earth, producing sul- 
phuretted hydrogen gas ; and that a change of 
locality generally soon effects a cure. 

Typhus and Yellow fevers aro prevented by 
the adoption of i lie following plan : — fresh air, 
rain-water boiled and titered, in place of that 
used during the previous aftVction; by these 
simple means, I have known an end put at once! 
to these fevers, and without removing the pa- 
tient. To favor the action of malphitis hydro* 
gerspberio in the production of these fevers, 
all those circumstances tending to lower the) 


(Fok i hi: Nortiiehn Lancet.) 


CHYLOUS D I A ft fl H GE A . 


By Lamoille. ” 

Childhood is liable to a species of chronic 
diarrhcca, that Las proved perplexing to many 
practitioners. '1 be most prominent sy mptomi 
aro — turnidi y and tenderness of the abdomen ; 
evaluations, copious and highly offensive; a 
pale and oudaveroUA look ; great prostration. 

Treatment : — 

K. Vi*» . Gallicum, fbi 
Uvaja^a, q. s. 

HaJ. Glycyrrhiztt oont., 5*- 
Sem. A nisi, 3‘j* vel iij. 

— Mix together, and macerate for three or 
four days, o.c&donally shaking the whole. 

The little patient should take a somewhat 
large dore of hydrarg. et rhei., divided into 
three portions : one hour intervening between 
each, and followed by small doses of ol. ricini, 
till an operation is induccJ ; the evacuation 
should resemble “frog-spittle.” 

Immediately after the action of the cathar- 
tic, adrninifter the above tincture a tea*poon- 
ful in a small quantity of milk, thre* times a 
day. for a child six or seven years old, — the 
proportion to be increased relatively to the age 
of the patient. 

I have practised this plan of treatment for 
many years with the most signal benefit. 

Vermont. June, 1850. 


strength of the constitution, and to lessen the 
power of resistance, may be considered a« pre- ! 
dispesing causes —such us, # excessive evacua- 
tions over-fatigue ; watchfullnoss ; intempe- 
rance ; Cold and dump atmosphere ; coup dc so- 
Icii ; want of proper To k! and clothing ; lastly, 
the depressing p .asions of the mind. 

These febrile affections, aro pi evented by 
the avoidance of the pr» ditqvudrig causer, and 
of the proximate, or nmlphitis hydrogonspher- 
ic influence tf the place. 

Thibodaux, ^Louisiana > July, 1850. 


(For the Northern Lancet.) 

VI. 

STUDY NOT NECESSARY. 

Bj C. C. S. 

Messieurs Editors Although you have 
poured over scores of mu*ty volumes, and ac- 
cumulated a superfluity “of book knowledge,” 
Mill 1 apprehend that the genuine, natural, or 
native man lias not become entirely extinot — 
but that lie occasionally emits sparkles, even* 
though so much smothered by the suffocating 
rubbish of ancient lore. It is to this depart- 
ment of your natures that I implore you to 
allow me fr«e access. 

1 tell you that this is tbs department in a 
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man that is of value — that it is the pnrticulni 
province of this portion or elemint of our com- 
plicated mechanism, when it is untrnmmeled 
and unfettered by the clogs and restraints o' i 
an education, to undock the arcana of nature 
dia-robs mysteries of their obscurity, and illu- 
mine the darkest recesses of investigation. 

For myself, give mo a man just as he wn* 
created— in the rough — ere he becomes be 
dewed and tlimed over by the exhalations of : 
knowledge I don't w.u t a man peaking in mv 
insides, and talking about their appearance in i 
his technical. un-intclligihls gibberish. 
hands off of me, all you who ar»» o «'* .ninated i 
by the pollution from the pestiferous end «*■ r 
roding miasma of mental culture I tell you j 


that this reading is not what it's cracked up 
to be — men know something just breau-e they 
know it, and that's enough ! — whether it tallies 
with, or runs counter to the excruciating rules 
of logic, is all tho same — most things come in- 
to & man's pate in a natural way ! Tho idea 
that it is necessary for a fellow to puzz-e his 
encephalon by a tedious perusal of bonk®, to 
fit himself for the practice of medicine, is an 
antiquated error — it's all gammon and moon* 
shine, and can bo maintained and proven only 
by a resort to reasoning that is inetiga‘ed by 
rule ; but 1, for one, will not take things this 
way ; nor will any others, save those who pos- 
sess addled brains, or have no encephulon at 
all— it's a mere popular and fashiouable evi- 
dence of hallucination ! 


i 

\ 


We, natural root and herb doctors, know 


i 

* 


quite too much to do any such thing— we are j 


far too much removed from lunacy to herd • 
with those entertaining such chimeras ! 


I believe that there arc other fountains of 


tacy. a n't a cir* umstaoce to it! Only think 
what a saving of time and study ! But I con- 
sult my Almanac, of course, os 1 look upon it 
as an excellent hook, and, iu fact, the only one 
which a body wants. 

You perceive how particularly desirous I 
am to convince you that it is all nonsense to 
throw away two or three yeira in preparing 
for the practice of medicine Such studying 
is a perfect ignis fat u us ! O, horribb) peril d 
if incubation of doct oral degrees -after which 
one is considered but half tlodgol! 

Confine a m*n who has the skill horn with 
him. and the nvre l.o will read the m »re h : s 
'■ rains w:ll get and no doubt that 

many will lose the head entirely. I once de- 
voted all of my spare rime in a week to anato* 
my, supposing it would not inteifcre with uiy 
practice— bless me. it almost ruined rny seven 
scnsosl It was surely a long time ere t com* 
pletcly regained uty equilibrium — indeed, a 
tew of the traces of that week's confounded 
doings are even now Inr two distinctly visible! 

Essex County, May, lbiO. 

(For tub Northern Lancet.) 

VII. 

EXTENSIVE WOUND OF THE THORAX, 

AND 

SUBSEQUENT RECOVERY. 

By F. J. D’Avignon, M. I>. 

The following report of a most severe and 
extensive wound of tho thorax, was at tho 


knowledge, where you can get that kind cf in- ! tioie published in the Boston Medical and Sur- 
formation which is of real and intrinsic value, * gicnl Journal ; and were it not for the request 
and much easier of access. No effort is neces- j of several persons, acquainted with the sub- 
aary to master it. There is a sort of affinity • jeut, and desirous of seeing the details of tb© 
that accelerates its imbibition, so much ho, in- 1 case, it would not be re-published, 
deed, that nothing abort of an rff.rt mill do! At about 3 P. M , on the 2lst Nov. 1845,' 
to keep it at bay This mode consists in signs \\’. H. Jones, tet. 13, a driver of the whiineey 
and dreams, and l obtained about all that I horses on tho Palmer Ore-l ed, while letting 
do know from thoee eouroes, which, I dare say, down tho empty ore ho*, into the pit (30 feet 
you sneer at, very much to your dis-credit, deep,) was ordered by a miner from below to 
however. | stop the box whieh had reached four or fivo 

When I discover old Argus dining upon ; feet of the bottom. The boy seized the dog of 
grass, I view it as Mm on a certain indication tho whimsey sweep in order to throw it to the 
of a storm j and if addvd to this, tho ladies al 1 i opposite side, and arrest the doeoent of the box. 
emerge from their domiciles, and like confused i But, missing bis hold, he was thrown on his 
bees, go bustling about, 1 predict a spell of back, his head insido of the ring, and the feet 
bad weather, with positive certainty. Your ainoDg some stones. As ho fell, the sweep rt- 
much talked of barometer?, in potq) of accu * volvcd ouce, the dog catching the left albow ' } 
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it lore the fle'h between the forearm ami hu- ordered a stline nnx'ure. to be taken in email 
merua, and was thru t through the cheat, pa*- loses, tc lessen the fever, and act on the bow- 
sing out at the opposite side, and pinning the els; continue antimoniul mixture, 
boy t° ‘he ground. The deg Termed an angle 23d _ n A M F(lce Um fluiihed than 
uf 2S degree, from the .weep to the earth, and „, rday ekin nofct lnd , of , hr , n[hi nfl ^ 

was Kiuare. 3 feet long, 1-8 of an inch in dia- |. n „ A .. . . . t. .. 

* . s ter . pulre 1 10 ; no evacuation, but indications 

meter, pointed at the end, and by being worn lhat lhe bowolB aro affeot * d . free mioturition| 

had three sharp edges, somewhat bent within but urine raiher thick and muddy on sealing, 
four inohs of the end. No suppuration of the thoracic wounds; took 

I was immediately called, anil found the boy the bandage and some of the lint from the 
in great ngony ; difficult and painful reapira- ara i a portion of it and the adhesive plasters 
tion, the inspired air rushing out through the r,?n)a i n ing oilei them, and re-applied the rob 
wounds, especially from that of lhe right side. ,er An, * m P ot tart ‘ v 

The left-side wound woe in a direct line from! Wenth. ppb£- 8p. m xv. 


no idol, and a-half of the nipple to the umbili- 1 , . A ‘‘“ . A ‘'“P 00 ^ 1 0D0,! * 

cus. I he iron after passing through the skin, i 0 . .. , . , . . 

moved about two inch., on the outride of the | 3 1 M ,ame Bta,e » sl '« l,t e “ owb,t,on 

cheat, towards the pit of the stomach, and en 24th— Patient rested well last night ; pulse 
tered the chest through the costal cartilages .' uo . : no evacuation as was expected; gTeat 
The right-side wound extended two inches 1-4 uneasiness and restlessness; abdomen tender, 
below the right nipple, and in a line with the o-p- cial'y towards the epigastrium. Gave an 
1« ft sterno-davicular articulation. Two inches, injection, which relieved the bowels of apart 
below this wound, was the opening in the thp- of their consents, especially much flatulence, 
rax. The lower lips of both wounds were drawn [{© feels better and wishes to eat ; allowed no- 
up, so as to close in some measure the holes in thing but gruel ; arm doing well j bo me auppu-i 

the chest; this was owing to the bend of the ration of lhe thoracic wounds; tho right one 

deg, and to tho renounce offered by the .oft ^ lh# rooet in r u , ljolh wounJ , open . and 

parts, as well as by tho nbfl. . . .. . . . flL , ‘ . 

* the air rubbing in and out of toe chest througu 

The cheat in the lino of tho wound, m.piir- them c , int ; na9 tho anlimoniaI 

ed around 2b 1-4 inches 1 hero had been bleed- . . , ,,, n . . . . - 

. , . i , » to take Ol Rioini in the afternoon, 

mg from the note, but, 1 could not ascertain 

whether it proceeded from lhe lungs: prtscor- 25th. Castor oil has operated well and tho 
dia tense and bloated: patient quite rational bowels remain free; le<* pain in general, and 
and inclined to converse; great thirst, and much still complained of his r'ght side being more 
fear of dying; extremities cold, end tbc pulse painful than the left; feels at times, a darting 
small and slow. pain in tho region of the diaphragm, at the 

I dressed the wounds of the arm, retaining upper portion of the epigastrium; continue 
them together with adhesive strips; lint and lbc gruel, and allowed some weak toa; pulse 
cerate to the se of the chest. One teaspoonful 95 . w , mn da looking well, and on the whole he 
tf tho following mixture every three hour*- comfortable. 

U. Antim pot tart. grs. iij 

Lobel. Tincture). 3iv. 28th.-S.rn. « yeeterdny. 

Menth. pptro. Sp. m. xv. 27th — The cathart’c has oporated well ; tho 

Evacuation from the bowel. In the afternoon P u! « 70 ’ !ome ■PP^** but n “ cha0 « c 10 d ' et ' 
previous to the accident; counter-irritants to £8th. — 4 P, M. No evacuation, and no medi- 

the extremities; warm applications to the arms cino prescribed ; diaphorej-i-s particularly du- 
and legs: water-gruel for drink; I left the pa- ring sleep; pulse 75 to 80; feels hungry, give 
tient at 6 P. M , enjoining on the friends to him during the night, a cracker and weak tea. 
keep him perfectly quiet. | The right lidc of tiie chert, between the pit 

221— 11 A.. M Patient warm ; face flushed; ! of the stomach and the wound seem. m. r. 
pulse 130; restlessness during the night ; res- swollen than the other ; this, was not portico- 
piration not so painful nor difficult; the painilorly noticed before. 

more in the right side. I dressed the wounds ! 29th — Bowels not opened yesterday : take 
©f the cheat, and perceived that tho left one in the afternoon a mild cathartio ; face some- 
trap fljotfcfr j qrino clearer, voided several timer , whai red. snj^ pulse 9A : to hare t £0 er&ckqre. 
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30 :h — No material change ; pulse 88; cas-j 
tor oil at bed-time. 

Deo. 1st. — Same condition ; pulse 80 ; bow- • 
els open; the aperture on the right side is be-j 
coming smaller, and threatens to close; right 
side is swollen. 

2nd. — Right side swollen, but not so pain- 
ful as a few days before ; suppuration not a* 
free as on the left side; pulse 75. I introduced 


(For the Northern Lancet.) 

VIII. 

HOMEOPATHY. 

By u Readers. w 

(Published Literatim et Verbatim. — Eds.) 
We were very much surprised to see an at? 
a tent in the left oriGce, and allowed a cracker tIcU) in tho April No . of tho Northern Lancet 

more daily. j j jea j e j t Quackery by ono who has seen borne,’* 

® d - — Symptoms favorable ; three cracker*. j n «|,i(,h, Hom« 'jathy, in mentioned, aa bc- 
5th — -Free tlieehargc from the left wuim l j longing, to that class called ‘-Quicker,.” Wa 
6th — Allowed cod fish soaked till tc:.d r in l ave 00 objection*, to have it callod ‘ Quack- 
milk ; Pil. A loot. Co., to keep tho bowels ro- "J-” or “ n y «1»«, that prejudice and ig- 
gnUr. norance 1 may please to term it, but we do ol>- 

7th — No evacuation sinco tho previous day: d cCt *hftt such an article should be, allowed 
difficult, in making water; abdominal di<.trc* mP « r,i '* n in a j uUrnal * hich h< “ for 1,8 ol j‘ jet ’ 
caused b, flatulency. Ordered a ea:hartio and 1 h « <ii5, -' mir ' a ' km of ,ruth ’ ,he c!cvatl " n ol 11,9 

3-4 of a ttaspoonful of Sp. Terchiuth. ct tarn- I raolice ° r mc ' J,ci,,c ' “ nd the of er ‘ 

j ( j lor jTor. The article in question, could not have 

0 . , . . , . ... receired much attention, or it would not havo 

btb. — Mach improved ; granulations in both , , . ... ... 

. . . , . , , . lound, a place among those of merit. YV o will 

Wounds; the riL-lit one neaily healed ; nitrate 
r .. . c / , notice one or two of tho ln-sertions of tho wnt- 

or silver, and occa-iona.l? the red precipitate, ; „ , , ... , , . 

* 11 er. Uo says, ‘‘this doctrine is founded oa tho 

were a poind to the si an ulit ions- I . , ... ( . ... . . . 

r p principle Si/nu/a Stmthbus curautur a pnnci- 

The boy now improved rapidly ; I removed pie, tho truth of wh eh can n ver bo dernon?- 
tbe tent on the 30ih, ns it c a l l not bo intro- lrrt ted ” In Cooper's surg. Diet. (5 edit, p23d) 
dttced more than one if c‘i. The loft wound, *b*H fi ,d tl at * k Ju»fam»nd thought Arsrn- 
tbe only one rciuainii g was drived with ha-j j<. n fpctifio for Canctrs, It unquestionably 
sihe n o'nimeiit. nod hisd-d in about a week.!, urcs numerous ill taking tores on the face, 
t*n the 3rd January, lie went #ut one m le and lipi aud tongue, and one of the best reinolies 
and u quarter from home, and ubont the mid- f ur lupus ” Why is this? Because Arsenic will 
die of the month, he was well, and began at- p riX |uc 0 such Dr. Pereira aiya in his Mater, 
tending school. i.M.vl. Parti, p. 175 “tho fames from these 

Rlm.uuts. The lunge escaped injury, by Iks works (where Arsenic is sublim' d) are most 
boy h. irg thrown * r« hit l ack, and ur,d .ubvd- >' j."rious to neighbouring vegetables and ani- 
Ir. V»v he *• tr f y ,.f air; ihv right 1 <rg was *»als. In the bttinnn fu‘*jcct eruptions princi- 

, f pally tth mt the lips and nose, are pro luccd by 
tto'fe » his is Sim ilia Si mil thus curantur. It t 
i-g*n orally admitt’-d by medical nun that 
o»<-r«’"rj is suoc-sfu’y used in the treatment 
«*f k ,ibs. hivI, why, because mercury will 
j r«'-i it * ritoilir diseases,” Persons long expo- 
i to i 'i k iu n.M of Q ticWlvcr, are goncrally 
ol with ulceiA»ions of the mouth and 
fnorca. painful :*fie ‘tions of the periosteni, 
j dnrr.i mb< and liguwn** particularly aft- 
,<p » »p >-uro to Coll, eruptions on tho surface 
f the and all the affections to which 
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This is simiiia Similibus curantur. Accord- 
ing to Doct. Parr, ‘ largo clones of Bark cans- 
sea those infarctions styled ague-cake*’'* Med 
Diet, Vul. 1. p. 825. M. Fierry uta'cs that be 
baa seen considerable engorgements of the 
spleen subside in » few days by >he use of tboj 
Quinine This is Simiiia Simitibw: Curantur. j 
The adminietratiin of Tart. Emet. iu I’ncu- j 
monia, a practice introduced by llasori, hat. ; 
been employed with great success. Why ? | 
Because, after the administration of Tartr. j 
Emet. in largo doses, the lungs have been ; 
found much inflamed (Beck Mod, Juris, page 
788. Edit 0) simiiia similibus curantur, Thus 
we might go on and mention a large number 
of remedies used daily by our Physicians for , 
the cure of diseases, which eminent writers 
state will produce diseases in lire healthy sim- 
ilar to those which they are intended to cure ! 
Again the writer upon ‘'Quackery” says, 1 thiy 
(Horn co ipathist) go still faith .r and declare 
that infinitesimal pert ions of a r «y remedy are 
just as powerful as large ones ami even more 
ao.” Either the writer does not know nothing 
a bout Homoeopathy or’ he has been guilty of 
wilful perversion of truth. Thtre uev. r was 
any thiog advanced by any writer upon ho . 
mooopathy which coul 1 bo oorntrued in such 1 
an assertion. The gr^at men iu the medical 
world do not deem it beneuth them to inver.- 
tig&te the groat truths advanced by the iui- | 
mortal Hahnaman. Mr. Liston made use of j 
the Homoeopathic treatment in erysipelas as! 
recommended to him by Ids friend Dr Quin 
lie has given the ret-ults of such a course in 
bis dements of Surgery p. G1 and you will 
find the oases iufull in the London La u cot of 
the Gth & 13th of February & the lG:h of, 
April 183G. In speaking «f IL.moe iputby to 
his ola«, he rays’ ‘with on: adopting the the- 
ory of this medbal scot, you ought not to re- ' 
joot its doctrines with out due examinuti- n 
k inquiry.” What a contrast between a mind 
tl at is truly great, and one wv.h cut die faint 
est glimmering of gnatness. Pn G s H ndrr- 
kou of Edinburgh has even adopt c i the prac- 
tice, and a host of others wL » Grot goioed a, 
name a roong the ttUopaihic physicians have 
changed their practice, and Ishv- ch-^oit that 
of Homeopathy. Now at ih : s ?uto day e*nuv* 
forth ono who by shnpln n-.—»rt i**n, in to dc-- j 
troy, that, which against violent oj nation ofi 
a»j*tt }«wr, and the tomhiatd eif rts of the) 


old medical School of Germany, has arisen to 
a place not inferior to its rival Laws which 
were passed and put in throe to dts'roy have 
been repealed and ll-nnoc ipa'hy Lko gold — 
whi*'b has been tried, has come lorth in new 
lu-tre, und is n*»w in the 1 tnd of its birth, 
upon an r*j ittlity with its great antagonist. 

• Dead!” it could not advunen with greatest 
s’ rides, than it does now at the present mo- 
ment in its native land. Ignorant indeed iu 
that person of what is tnran-piring in Europe 
who says. Homoeopathy is dead, lio^pituby 
have been erect d und private Dispen series 
epened, supported, and pair* ni<**d by the h*ar 
ned and wealthy This it. n»*t mere as&eitiun 
facts can he given to tuhstani it all, *M’ 
irjiy, as he azures u<, have ‘"seen *>orae,” hut 
hal he prudently waited til! he had seen more 
he c*,u Id never have u firmed that Hohicco- 
pathy was “dead, in its native luul,’’ But e» 
cough has been given to convince all lair ili 
honest mind*-', that Homcccpii'.hy is ut least 
worthy of (Dvc 8 : gatlon and expni I.uont, 

Essex County, May, 18->0. 


(Foa the Northern Lancet,) 

IX. 

HOMEOPATHY NOT QUACKERY? 

By Horace At! sou, M. D. 

‘ • ’ fis quite j lain 

N&lr'ng with nonsen>e hiiags the thing 
wo w..ut — 

(Finis —ii.fi itmd malls) gain. 

Ergo, jier contra cannot oe <n lured! 

Now what in iik-i this hammy it tic cant? 

1 here's not it i tig like it, uo i: can't he cured.'' 

Truth without Fkar is the Epigraph of 
the North » RN La.nckt ; — liberty and free- 
dom of il .. mo-ion, through its columns, of 
a 1 i*uhj.-j « p<:i taining to Me iic.il and Gene- 
ral >ci« n- rt, form the most prominent fea- 
t .res of our pubLcadoa. On the preceding; 
pages, we h »ve inserted the communication 
of • u- a.Lrv’ in answer to the able article 
of our correspondent “.M, w which appeared 
in the April No., and whose free dashes with 
an experienced pen at the Hydra of Quack- 
ery, have awakened the dormant energies, and 
rottud the professional ire of the probably 
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venerable author of “Keadi-r.v” * k M” being 
absent from tin? country, it devo lves upon ut*| 
rt ply to the elaborate production. 

Ho will accept the asmrance of our “ dietin | 
guish* d consideration,*’ f"r the good opinion hr 
has formed of the objects and intentions of tiie 
Lancet; we established it ‘-for the dr->*r* mi na- 
tion of truth, the elevation of t!»c Pwo'ice o' 
Medicine, and the exposition of error;”— we 
arc at all times prepared to carry out these 
intention*, and never bettw than in the pre- 
sent instance. — 

* As thou urgest justice, be assured 

Thou shall have justice, more than tuon 
dettir'st." 

Of 4 Readers,” (it tdtould be cue. for certain- 
ly, the quadrilliontii dilution of more titan on*' 
brain, shaken temvdvm intern , once up— once 
down — would fai a need a shako all-round, to 
glory in the authorship of that pice* !) of him 
♦ her, we ll f»ay as Sheridan : “V\ e admire your 

frankness, but your manners *’ Wo never 

for one moment, anticipate d a general engage- 
ment with tho hordes of charlatan* proving 
through the Northern Counties; the tu-k 
wouid bo as onerous, though less honorable, 
than the cleansing of the Augean stables of 
mythological cuts. 44 M V’ remarks were of a 
general tenure ; Dr. ‘‘Readers’* finds the dimen* 
si jin of the hoc avpathio coat to fit his allo- 
pathic corporation, forthwith endorses it, and 
throws us the gauntlet for allowing such a 
communication to appear with ‘ those of mer- 
it*' in tin* Lancet He may rr*t a^ured, tbai 
no paper i« inserted in our columns, previous 
to a careful ex tmina:vn — although the unique 
r,c.*8 id his t ffu.-n.-n, its alloj athio caecgraphy 
and punciu tt; n, sit.d our denro that the i u- 
n.ernus patior.* of the Lancet, should judge 
of the literal y qi.ftl.ficath.rs of the author, 
have precludid us from using cur editorV 
privilege of consigning it to Balaam’s box. 

41 M’s*’ ttuuMii g 1 lock for “Readers” is the 
following ; — This doctrine is founded upon the- 
pri*ic pic St m ilia similib** curantiir , a princi 
pie she truth of which, enn never be demons 
tratc-1.” As some of oar non-profc«ional rea- 
ders may « t kt «w ll.O meaning of those three 
u» gio wmd— -il c one principle — the fouv*da 
ti*.n s o e. -of that most arrange of del vtd<r*r 

Iron oct-paihy. wc will ti ll tl cm, that tS.o, 
purport to convey the meaning, that Ccrtai" 


medicines will cure a disease or u «ymptoin, 
because lh<*-e medicine* ate suppos'd to pro- 
duce the t-ame dvon^e or symptom, if odmini*> 
»cred to a dorson in health — l kt cures like — 
rhu«, a person h&H a head-ache, the homce> 
pnthist will cure it, by prescribing some drug 
that would cause it ; another is wakeful, the 
he* t will produce most refreshing and quiet 
-hop, by giving the extraordinary minute 
(uanlity — one dccilliontli of a grain of cufFee! 
Lastly, a third person ie forgetful, reraem- 
b ran co Will follow the administration of the 
iliirthiolh development of power of one grain 
of hyoaeiamus (henbane). 

Let us now return to “ReodeM he opens 
the argumentative campaign with no less a 
diminutive charge tba*i S Cooper’s Surgioal 
Dictionary, 5th Edition, p ige 284 to support 
the adopted 'Ivory of his dotage; and ho finds 
to his ►niisfivtioti, that “Justamond thought 
arsenic a specific for cancers;” be eh »ul l not 
have stopped here but with becoming honesty 
introduced the subsequent ponteno — “farther 
experience has not, however, confirmed the 
truth of this opinion, though there are many 
practitioners who continue to think highly of 
»be tffioafcy of this mineral in certain forms 
of di- case, whioh have sometimes been classed 
with cancers; and in many cases of lupus, and 
malignant ulcers of the tongue and other parts 
lit may really posses* greater claims to farther 
I trial, than perhaps any other medicine yet sng- 
l 2 **H>ed.” Next follows die remainder of “Ret* 
jdere* 1 * quotation — “It unquestionably cares 
numerous ill- looking sorts on the face, & 0 .” 
This is wrongfully attributed to Justamond, 
whose w(rk. 4 An account of Cancerous and 
Schirrous Disorders.” was published in Lon- 
dt.n, as late as 1780 How much talue the 
honest quotation of 4 Readers,*’ will now ap- 
pear to peeress with its context, we leave aay 
one endowed with the “first dilution of men- 
tal power,” to deoide. 

Next in order, is Dr. Pereira, and his obsec- 
rations relative to the deleterious action of the 
fumes arising from the sublimation of arsenic 
upon the human subject, — we dispense with 
*he animals m.d vegetables, — and producing 
eertain eruptions &o., which we do not deny. 
We also know' that painters and lead-workers* 
ire In Me to a peculiar direaso— lead-oolic,— 
but will infinilcsMuia* doses of lead oars the p»» 
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tient, we challenge “Readers” ami the knights , 
6f the tmall phials, to answer in the aflmua 
live 1 Moreover, has not the fallacy of Horn* 
Oopathy been exposed time and again, by the , 
administration of arsenic, in various forms 
and doses, in the numerous class of eruptive | 
diseoees, thoee of childhood more particularly ? | 
This is ‘eimilia fiimilibns non car'll. tar.' but ; 
4 Readers'* will probably say, that not being | 
caused by arsenic, they cannot be cured by it \ 
and then scientifically attribute them to the i 
all-potent Scabies, (itch )— the one homce- p 1 
tbio cause of all human mala lies,— and older I 
a globule of sulphur. How ren.aikiUjr w» 11 
pleased and Ha tcrcJ, one of our faehioi.abh 
Ladies (if ‘‘Readers" has the honor of .'u:h it 
his practice,) would be to know, that ti c ter- 
rible cough which was lacerating tli*: wtmi- 
ty of her pulmonary structure, m-.ver origin- 
ated from wcaiing morrr.io k ps uni ce.k.iir* 
ly shaped *ilk stockings, in a m-ion-light wa k. 
but that the cause was a striking-in, or a m v- i 
ir etruckout itch ! Yes, Madam, \ou the v.r , 
paragon ofneatmos gentility, mi l r fi .nn u 
learn wi h a-tonishment, that jour h< nice v * 
thic adviser is silently prescribing to cure juu 
of that moat baliaomo of all discuses, — tin-.; 
itch ! 

“Readers” next tells us, that mercury, to- 1 
cause it cures syphilis will therefore produce 1 
ryphilis. Hero is a piece of in forma* ion that 
will no doubt bo highly appreciated by the 
unguarded and uufortuouto. and, who tu a do- 
ting mother and anxious lather, will innocent- 
ly lay the cause of their ailment, to the mer- 
cury so freely given him. by Dr So-and—o 
for that liver-c »uipla nr. “Readers, ” graceless 
practitioner and merceneray mortal, — how 
many family disturbances, have you not been 
tbd canto of — the loss of teeth is no coQsider- 
tion — by your inordinate use of calomel and 
blue pill, your eheet-anchor in all diteascs, 
when jour wisdom was at an end ! for in jour 
day, you were ono of the raercury-rocn. Wo 
wonder not, that in certain portions of the 
county, Ueuediots and Benedictines, will nor 
suffer calomel to come within olfactory dis- j 
tuuue of their virtuous habitations Oh ! Read- i 
ers, you have much to atone for the br* ken 
heart-, and uimphiel laclirj mal glands, that 
have aitr nd< d»jour long course of pructico. j 
One globule of syphiline for syphilis — one dit- j 
lo ganorrhaiite for gcnorrhosi! 


We shall puss over the •‘a 'iie-oake, r and 
come to the sul ject of Tartar Emetic in Pneu- 
monia. Did Kasori know that Tartar Emetic 
would cure inflammation of the lungs because 
it produced the like aifec’ion? Certainly not. 
You cannot, most Cogent reasoner claim tho 
illustrious Italian as one of your eoct. His 
doctrine of small and repeated dose* of Tar- 
tar Emetic to subdue iufl i minatory action, was 
promulgate! in 17.0 w.iile the fmtnlerof 
jour J< Hubm-em :n. was vet dreaming 

ol his nr heme : t!i.» U g.iutn \>:v -i/n appearel 
:n Id 10 and t'» • a JA h.u pu in Icll. 

\ enly, * IVauer?, * w believe you know no? 
the ani: only ot th • idu yoi Lave adopted, 
•*tid *•* »i*«s nd:o.*uii. ii o. small d'«e>, joud 
plnCt i.al x»g v».:u .u J.i.« dragon; 

we wmii'j ruin ne Mt* ne Cvnu.<u (.7 p .41 ,ri-n- 
.i.g Jr ou •!.♦• in j :n»t*r. h. not :r» -». fc -os. 

lvi *,*• *■ * 1 o' s M .>...1 Jur'-pi »i»! r lice, 
i :l ->* • -d, o h L ...i i*i. \.u; tu.ti- u mu-t bo 
o .1 of »i C r. ii V ui uni no iioali* a pmof 

* 1*/-— **-' »'.c .ict r - , t- j ACi.uoi 

ti 0 n E i .in i). lit". : i* t; t . 0 , .t, l3 s* 

»*d in I'Muul .. ‘i n rn 1 1 o , 8. .. 

V. 1. 1 enuunns Gio pug*--, ana \ 1 ii, 7-43, 
index, Ate. In peiu-in^ Cn p r-r XiX Irritant 

I'oiS.'US (COU'UiU U.) at JMgo -lb2, V : ol II, oa 
tho subject of lunar Ernoiir, we fiad the pas- 
*&©u joa evidently have in vi«w : — 

^Jppearauccs on dissection. The mucous 
inembr.ine of the stomach i* usually red, iti- 
flimed a id cowre-l w .'U muc is. I'tie duote- 
uum is in a fuin lir stile, un.l, occa^i. nally, 
the other smalt mte-tm- s I ho lungs ure oft* 

♦ 11 lound inure or le^s ioilitne i, (not much in- 
fl micd.) .n ».»m : i i-t-im es tlie bruin i^soulsO, 
nod con Tit ms serou-* fluid. In a general w.iy, 
we hihv S'.uTe, that the bn g* and the mucous 
lunnh’im • <f 1 lie •> g-siive cuual, are 1 I 13 or- 
gans priucipnlly elf ctcd by this poison " 

Here is a tniiu of dreadiul syiup’otiis, the 
results of p ’buiious doses of l artar E netic, 
and Halitiuemun-like, you will bring your in- 
finitesimal diagr.osis into pliy, and remova 
the rcJ, iufliuieJ, ani cuvered-with-.nucui 
surface of the stomach, with a g! »bule of Tar- 
tar Euotic aui Sugar of milk. Truly “Read- 
ers,” we admire your ingenu ty, and we won- 
der bow fur you ‘‘might thus go on.” 

Must wi-e homes ipaihiat, “infinitesimal ub 
straction of mi Mi mated humanity,” look at 
P'?ge 01, Vui 1. of the Medical Facts a!:d Ub- 
set rations, Ly Dr. S. F. Simmons; Lnlon, 
1701, — and you will flud, tha? a mother and 
four children suffered fromix'en'ivo outasviu* 
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bruption, probably (Mr. Dau Don, reportei | 
of the case, was not an homos ipathUt,) from 
dining upon pease soup, which had been dit>- 
tributed With a ladle that had long been ou* 
of use, and was quite green. Pease soap, gr*;en 
ladle and eruption — Simiiia similibus curan- 
'tur— therefore, euro the eruption with one 
hundred millionth of a grain of pease soup, 
and the shade of a green laddie! 

** M T " declares, that “inGnitCrsimal portions' 
of any remedy, arc just ns powerful aajargej 
ones, and even more so;’ 1 to which you reply : 
‘either the writer does not know nothing 
about llouioe >p.tthy, or he has been guilty o: 
wiliul perversion of truth. There never was' 
anything advanced by any writer upon H«v 
moo ipathy, which could be* conrtru d into 
such an assertion.’’ Necker, JEgidi, IVtrr^cn 
and Henderson, who comes? Huhuiiemun with 
his Organon of Medicine ; here Dr. 1 Headers’’ 
is some informal ion fur you : 

“If two drops of a mixture of equal par s of 
alcohol and t lie juice of any recent nod. i..ai 
plant, he diluted with ninety. eiij.'it drops of 
glcohol in a phial, Capihte < f c. utain'ng one 
hundred And thirty dr*'ps, and the wh de v»<ri- 
en twice together, the medicine becomes i xuk- 
ed in energy to the fir.-t development of pow- 
er, or, as it may be denominated, the -first po- 
tency. TLe process is to bj continued tvro.igh 
tufrtity vine additional phials, eacH 6f<qual 
capacity with the first, and each containing 
ninety nine drops of spirits of wine; si* ‘hut 
every successive phial, after the U •«&. being 
furnishtd’wiih one drop from the phi-1 *>i di- 
lution ‘immediately preceding (which had just 
been twice shaken) is, in its ruin, shaken l woe 
remembering to number the dilmi >u ul each 
phial on the cork, as the operation proceeds. ( 
These manipulations arc to be conducted thus 
through all the phials, from the tir.-t up to the 
thirtieth or decillinnth development of power, 
Which Je the one most in general use.'' — 

Is not the deci Month shaking i f ilio primi- 
tive two drops many times more powerful ? 
Again, as to the power of medicines being in- 
creased in proporii -n to their extreme] divisi- 
bility, have you forgot teb the “good man's” 
favorite doe ‘take on.* globule of sugar of 
milk, (a globule is a» large us a mnstasd-feed) 
biofsten it wi*h the thirthicth dilution or de- 
cillionth uf a drop, put it into it phial, and or- 
der your patient to mxt' 11 of it oifle, ut most 
twice, every 14, 12, 10, 8 and 7 days-.” — and 
these loves of doses, arc given — “with the best 
and frequently almost incredible effects.” Or- 
ganon. J 247. 


Will you now suy, that we are with “ M,” 
perverting truth 1 We are supported by your 
Koran, and prove to you that ago has shaken 
your retentive faculties in an inverse direction 
to the huo.oo ipathic principles, and you will 
admit that 

'•Fa/ti mix'd with facts confirm your 
igiViranct f™ 

“The groat men in the medical world, do 
not deem it beneath them, to in vc si gate the 
great truths advanced by the immortal liahn- 
neman.” The on’y gr»*ut man, who for one mo- 
ment tho ight of bom®.»p ithy, was the justly 
celebrated Liston At what part of ptge 01 
of his Elements of Surgery, you find the re- 
sults of “such a course-'’ we would very much 
I ko to know. On page 58, wo read of 1-8 of a 
grain of tartar i sod antimony, being given ill 
solution cv.'.ry hour, with a due quantity of 
If he tar’ : pj‘a^ to and sodas, or Rouhclle silt; 
j hydrargyrum euro croia— enloon 1 and anii- 
moniul powder -saline purged- general bleed- 
ing — •incDiona- i ex f .ra:jt of aconite, 1-2 grain 
in substance, or dD*«lvel in pure water, and 
repeated every third or fourth hour — extract 
! ol b luilonft 1 16th of a grain is often given 
aiih the moat extraordinary offset upon ibis 
; disease: — D this horn® ipatb y ? We “might 
thus go on,” through! hut the treatment of 
Krfidjwli* from pag-a58 to 62; 1^12, I’hi’a- 
dclphi i. We cannot hu* admire your mgenui- 
ty at adopting pus-Age* a»o-t cv ! -nily antag- 
onistic of your dotftri'm. — tnii'ng Iru.n them a 
few ambiguous words, you widely omit the re- 
niaiiid r. 

Wo now c me to the three cawv, wh oh we 
c»py from the London Lancet, leaving tho read- 
er to judge how much ho cau make out favor- 
able to your cause- — 

• North London Hospital. 21*tJun. 18116. — 
Mary Pecks, set. 32, admitted under the cate 
<,f Mr Liston, with severe erysipelas of tho 
brad and face ; predisposed to the disease, hav- 
ing been in tho Hospital on the 30th Oct — 
\Y bole face and scalp enormously puftud, and 
very tense: eye a completely closed, pulse 110; 
tongue covered with a thick yellow fur, bowels 
opiu by medicine: wild and restless; hearing 
appeared morbidly mn-ible; answered ques- 
tions in a vneue, htrrird manner, Fomeiila- 
tions applied; 1 d efagr. tart, antim. given 
eveiy bo »r in a one saline, mixture.— 22 I. Has 
pa- • 1 a n stlc-"* night : pain in >re smarting, 
j.ulo* 1 n J ; tniigue s L furred, but moist ; or- 
dered mixture containing 1 gr. of oxt. bel.a- 
donaia xvi 5 water, two table -spoonful? ovtry 
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t lireo iiuuni; c^ili 

tintie f*»ai'*:iial\*>u-j ; d» » v »• id tiiir.tic nt 
«W* r round the mni; • ■ V • ■* •!? j,*,. 

proved; pa -a, d a g > . 1 u. h* ; sw 1 >ng an I 
greatly diminish 'd . . • mix , • . .us- 

ing W. .nkied : pulsed*); t ».^ n i piill nirr .i; 
h'Wel* «*pen ; Vie vry m i-:ii h 1 cr ; it 
Brn i'J quantity of pui o »]*.v »1 ovortho r^V 
parietal boot- Wa* r-raci.ae i —lid i U qi.-ily 
improving; «*»;;isj-g n . \ r- in - ail v g m ; 

Uf> ; b ow* if. h i' «»j f d : t<* 1 -tv, a ii*. 0 
of bow*** m -dic iMj C-nv.d •• : J *• .,1 ,•«<? 
tbt usixtitr**. — In r«iu . J, Mr J.i- . n r*~ 

n aHtrd • •■;*■ i? >• v, i. • • f • - , 

tor? mid i* i •!■••* aful 04>fc« t*: «5 j .-•?-* ! *. h- fi.i 1 

ev>r aei-r*, tin, ({hmm; »witi r H* . tn*-t»_ i m *.,1 j 
d*!.»ly d^ajij waring iu r.(* ,» o u * o. * wry I** y 
da»3. H- w&m in«*( it*- i C > a. ; Fiatc t >i* to » !* .-* 
treataicnt, bulb Iou.aI jtnu g-tieial wiiich hill 
bt’L-n i)(J<ip:ed • «t mav |inrii<:uUrly to tli« it-i* 
niiuicti'wii'in of beibi'uiiA, ibis. the s u UmiLi 
might be a wart* . wusgivi it on MiO bouuDoulhic 
principle. the do*cs mily Mimcwlim in* r« ased. 
1’boy h.ui all probably M en the g*«»d «- kf oia of 
ac.mil**. and bomu ol ibo oiler remedies em- 
ployed by the advocates ol huniu.'"paihy. 

Hero are ‘ allopathy a id homcc ‘pnlby coin- 
bined— too little ot the latter, and too much 
of the former, to weigh ibe soulo the l.ast de- 
gree in your Tavof. 1 be millionth grain of a 
poultice — 1 4 o: a grain d tArUiix^il anritnony 
ami some saline mixture — the third develop- 
ment of p ivver of /'»<•« punctures by Mr. Liston 
Who never rpar^d the knife, wLeu i.s u?e was 
neect-atry — the shadow of a ring of nitrate of 
silver around the neck — the evacuation of pus 
— and dome house medicine bringing up the 
rear ! Knight of the globule and sugar of 
milk, you surely must never have read the 
case, or you would not have exposed your ar- 
gumentative faculties in such a contrary field. 

Case 21. — Catharine Cox, aged 23, admit- 
ted Feb 4, with erysipelas of too lace, under 
Ivlr. Liston s earn ; nas been subject toatlack-i 
of the di>CA« for 12 years, which citno on at 
all seasons; and c.ttauiuuial di-schujgc suppres- 
sed. On her admission the hyniptum.-i w jro : — 
Great redness and swelling «»1 tins whole lace ; 
left eyed d so pull'd as completely to obstruct 
the sight: pulse lid, small and bard; tongue 
inoin: and clean ; bowels uosiive ; great beat of 
the skin ; severe pmu in the bead. Fomenta- 
tions weie mod to the part every two hours, 
and hr opening draught, oontaining the sul- 
phate and carbonate of magnesia, With anti- 
mony wine, was given immediately. — 5th. Fas- 
sod a rcstle-a night ; erysipelas extended over 
the occiput ; pulse same as yesterd iy ; bowels 
opened by the medicine : great heat 0 [ t skia and 
thimt; catamenia rc-app ir *1 ; 2 lablo-spoon- 
fuls of a mixture, containing l 1 2 cr aconite 
and iv 5 water, given every d hours. Ton p. in. 
kite taken ii doets of tha *c« uile mixture ; pui»e, 


l \ .\«k r , 


loo, ••nici ; wto iimUusr and softer; not as 
rcKle-o.; hal a slight rigor about on<J hour 
»g"- a mil -ire containing one gr. ext. btdla- 
: «i .a in »vi J water ordered 2 mble-^p jonfuls 
every thr* c boors. — Gvh. Ivedness at d swell- 
ing ruu. U b'liiiiisised : had a v» ry quiet night; 
K. n . .? r-*d with a iv’mlo perspiration; pulse 
; t inoj-t a id clean; complain* of no 
i’ ’ 1 •••! » ■> she i« a great deal better; bow- 

« confine J, and give o(Ut >r oil , belladonw 
• x or** g v n er« ry 5 hour* — 7ih. Nearly 
c >*nit I •••*•• » ; r In* j .i entirely disappeared; 
*i 1 ■: (ci ’in i . : r*iiiia*ns about the orbital 

r .VUaj rest ol fh • .■» mace «r nklei and des- 
'! ‘ ‘ ’ ' j i ,:i - 06 : tongue clean : bowels 
»i.c .-d l)--c,mtinuo the insdioino. A pint of 
fc -i fea daily. 0 h Quire ro rovered, having 
b- M-n dndvr trcuimenc, on this ojeosion, only 
four Jays. 

II *w tn'ich homoeopathy there is in this case 
wo are at a loss to. determine. The fever and 
other eymptoms, were com atted ‘ allopathi- 
< filly ’-f« •in -ntatiims anJ opening draught— 
j rind the or Iy features resembling somewhat 
• Readers*” practice, being the small, but not 
• iniinit » imal ? do.»es of the aconite and Lella- 
dono, whiih, however, “were somewhat in- 
crea-od.’’ But lot us read Mr. Listen’s remarks 
upon tliis enurse of treatment, in the • Lanoet” 
for April 16, 1330, p. 100 : — . 

‘4Ve subdued tlie infl immatorjr fever (by 
an i'»»«*ni »!*). ^ e administered cx’ract of bef- 
l.«d *na in very minute doses nnd in two or 
lhr*e diy-’ sin? was quite well. Of course, we 
cann «t prc*-end to *ay pun iv*!y in whit way 
thi.-* p fleet is produced, but it seems almost to 
net like magic : h »wcvcr, so long as we bene- 
fit our patients by he treatment we pursue, 
wo huve no right to conde mn the principles 
upon which this treatment is recommended 
and pursued. Vau know that this medicine 
is rec immended by the homoc ip-.uhists in this 
nir.-ction, beciu-e it prolucsj on the skin a 
fi jry eruption or<fil •reswnce, a;companied by 
iefiammatory lever. “ Fimitia similibus cu- 
rai.t ir, M they «ay. They give, in case* where 
a g >•*-! night s rust is required, those substan- 
ces whiuh gencrilly, in healthy subjects, pro* 
duce great restlr^nc<s. It is like driving out 
one devil by sending iu another. I believe in 
homceopatby to a curtain extent, but I cannot 
yet, from in '*p orionuj on the subject, go the 
length its’ advocate* would wiso, in so for as 
regards tho very minute da.-cs ol some of their 
nt dicines. The medicines in the above oasei 
were certainly given in much smaller do*es 
th in have ever hitherto been prescribed. The 
beneficial effects, a- you witnessed, are uoques- 
ti unable I hive, however, seen similar good 
effect-* of the bellai >mi prepared according to 
the I lommopatbic Pharin ic >pma in a case of 
very severe ery>ii«ila-i of the head and face, 
under the care of my friend l>r Quin. The 
iufiiuiinxtrj symptnas un i local nigns disap- 
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peared with very gr**at rapiMitv. ^ ifhout n- j lows ll»o inft r 
dopting tho theuiy of thi» medical yon - ? * 1 — 

ought not to reject it-* doctrines wi' ' o*U duo 
examination and enquiry. Wo skull continue 
tbo employment of this plan of treatment in 
erysipelas, so long os we find it ai eucfl«*!**ful 
an it has lx on ; should it la 1 on continued tri- 
al, of course, we shall resort to other mean-* 
in its stead At tho same t‘«nv5 that I ad-.pf 
this constitutional treatment. £ should not feel 
justified, at j resent, in neglecting auxiliary 
measures of a local kind. We mn-t, in ord»r 
to be successful, neglect nothing which is liV - 
ly to be serviceable ; i *• fact, we mmt meet this 
and many other affections, armed at all 
points.” 

With more than homoeopathic honesty, we 


that the rut cem of any pur 
suit i« always pr- p. rti mate to the number of 
persons engaged in it. 1 ‘Rwk1bm” having 
now read a little more than he probably bar- 
gained for, concerning ‘ his prufoflio,* 1 n:ay not 
led t in highly fl ittercd at its standing abroad, 
while ho must, long ere this, have felt its 
want of pesi'.ioi* at- homo. 

1 K-aders,” * s o use upon a ♦imo,” you w*ro 
deemed a tol» ral ly “smart” sp -oimen of ‘•al- 
lopathy,'’ and ha 1 you pursued that career, 
you would not, at le nt, be found helplessly 
“stuck ’ iu th© “saccharins'" vrtys of KodoDOt 
pathy. But, having place 1 yourself under tho 
Ige of the “LfMKvt.’’ *e trust that the deplc- 
vlthv anl devira? 


have given “ Readers " _ nil tho advantage of n wi „ g., f ol [,, w ,.,| | 1? „ i lc , 
tho authorities fnim which bo fought support. |>1() , e . actu . n l|„ ro yet hi mo hope, if you 
by publishing them at lergth; and aw onaj r Jimr lm .li.ai morals; but if you 

may judge or his candor. The 1 1 yl.r id ’’ Vro- • ;1 , outc , u u ,j!, e ro to ii.hoileilimaUty, your oou- 
forsor of the University of Edinburgh rerpure- 1 rP j tn0B m .,y hn t some tine, os to the t-.rmi- 
no notice from us ; and the little book he line ; , an attendance upon a patient, in do- 

brought forth after a feral Jean* of li uptco- n(t - m !n . v \ , w i,,. n administering ha- 

IRtbio incubation, is of that ilies whiu'a, fn in ; u u ,., lllU ;,iu truth, f,, lowed this advice:— 
their harnilcMEfsv and ignorance, do n. ither • . |f , i# #hal|#4 , 0 , )i0t 

good or injury. We are, therefore, atmeahat , a ,. ■, W1 , did it; 

surpmed to beer “Head* r*” dubbin# gnat — B u ». if |,o should get well. 


none but* the frit td of a falling cause would 
tyt-T b an f« r s«Vppi*rt upon bo insignificant arid 

feeble a pillar. 

Homoeopathy, like every species of humbug 
atd innova'ion, in England, Ja-tens greed* ly 
upon the paironnge of the nobility and tcnic 
of the gentry, who. ft r tho soke »>f having tbeir 
names und titles jaiadtd in rxlra**hect*, at- 
tach them to every thing that curies nWig. 
Germany, — the land of Philosophy, Suoneo. 
Sauirkrout, and Schnapps. — :* the only coun- 
try in Europe where Hon asopatl y may Itr 
to (KwtetA a decent standing, yet. even then* 
it is falling in the back ground, liteialiy 
Bpunged off l y Hydropathy, uni kicked out 
by Kinesipathy. 

F» r tbc edification of Renders ” who, no 
doubt, is ignorant of everything ; tar >rv :«>rin ' ' 
in Europe, save Germany, we close this *alb»- 
pathic’’ ccmmuniest 'on by some ►tuisriral de- 
tails regarding Homccopathy in England. 

Acoord ng t > the • L«rd *n Mcdicul Directo- 
ry, ” there were, rn tho 1-t of January, 1 
£.571 regular medical practitioners in London. 
At the tame dale, the “BfitM* Journal of Ho 
mcc'ipathy” gives a li*t of 48 11 1 mice ■; a*l»ic 
physicians in the Metropolis. Frun tbc larot 
eources, we learn that there were in the 1V»»- 
ioces, 8 327 regulars to 52 llomoenpaths. Tin*- 
may be somcth'.ng for once provokingly ir.fir.i- 
tevsimal to *• Headers, M but it none the less al 


Give the broth the credit.” 

Plattsburgh, May, 1850, 


(Fog this Noktiicris Lancet.) 

X. 

DEATH: 

ITS REALITY AND SIMULATION . 

X M L C:CO*l.k.G VL Dl.-btKTATlOJt . 


By Horace Nelson, 31. D. 

[Ctmtirucd from p»go 191] 
fit trin! tontiilcrut "ns wpou Lifenn’l Death. 
The F'tutlions. — Tirn tnn.Ds of De-rlh — Loral 
.1 Grneral.— Death from JtitrierJon of Tie- 
.I,,,., ri ? n Trnr a ail Sofintetu *. — Death from 
arrest »f Circulation. — Dry Gangrene. 

I.i the firs' pirt . four paper, wo codeiiTnr- 
oJ to p 1 ir.t out the iiiipr.rlanco ofhtving cer- 
iuin tla:a whereby onu ouhl determine upon 
ti.o < -'t urret: ce of Death,— or merely, n su*- 
, , lei-:! of the Function! conetitu'iftg Life — 
■ . nl cvs*k \v-*ro dot tiled to provo that tiicre 
smote ‘trirh than fiction,” in tho case of 
t rciButore interment : many more could have 
been cited, but those given wire deemed of 
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Liter. el lottery man, and none mote 
so, than to the [hywician, vhwo advice is re- 
quested in every-day practice, ar,d in cases 
requiting medico- legal investigation; and tin 
responsibility d reel* d by his decisions, de- 
jnanding of bim an acquaintance with all the 
phenomena that may be present. 

Before entering more fully uj < n < or ml jeet 
it ail) not be amiss, to make a few pacing 
remark* upon the great Rower or Principle, 
whose action is directly opposed to that of 
Death. Lira has been aptly termed, “tbe sum 
of the actions of an organised being,” appar- 
<it by certain actions in all bodiC*. and exert* 
ing its ii li it- ru;e through rpj r ^mte sets oi 
in B>r unu n r s or organs, varying in tlie different 
spec its, and adopted to their no nits of exist- 
ence. This principle, Life, is made evident by 
determinate notions, which are in perpetual an- 
tagonism with the phjfcicul and chemical u 
gencies of the external vr..rld, all tending to 
operate specifically upon tlse living body, and 
to reduce it to the condition of inert matter 
There foie, in the coninmn acceptation, Life ir 
a certain princip'e, which is maintained Mi 
long os the organization is unimpaired, and 
capable of resisting the influence cf external 
agents. 


j 


Pi ATH is that c •nd ’ion of an organiz' d 
bcilv. iu»b*og»r su'.-CTvient to th* re ecdi n* 
conrtitudng Uv, and now pur'itlrng of the 


w ell kt own | r* |»» r* «‘*»d urorpiu» : yrd matter- 
and liki tl>' (ii, un.Yig- ing vuii«us chrmical 
proves i f a- f » **d no -- prominent beinc 

j.uticfuit’t n « r i.’« i;< r p si i* n. J t p>ni.t Jjint 
is tho ten p rory Mi-pension of Life, dej end- 
ing up* n lunctii nal d« rang* m*nt of the part** 
which under other circumstances jcainiaincc 
vitality. 

Thei-e deGriitions of tie two great powers. 
Life ai d Dt&ih, differ s imewbat from those 
given by Physiological writer* ; — but, bung 
Miljects of the grca’ctst ioteic&t, clothed in! 
much obscurity, und at beet treated in the «b 
street, we think that our cxplunatii ns will 
convey a clearer idea of llio bubj« cts to th- 
reader in general and more especially to the | 
non profesMt nal, than if we were to dwell at [ 
greater lengths. 


For the frustcnauco of Life, the concurrence 
of tie healthful performance of two clu&efi of 
function? is rc'iundt*. Firs*— Functions of the 


component principles of living bodies: Nutri- 
tion— \\xe successive actions attendant upon 
ihe composition and drc r pip< sition, which are 
in constant operation in organised bodies ; 
Contraction — depending upon the peculiar no- 
tion of certain solids of the body, as influenc- 
ed by internal or external causes. 

Secondly — Functions mutually depending 
" n each other, the whole constituting a sys- 
tem : Digestion-- a process, by which tbe sub- 
stances introduced in the alimentary organs^ 
undergo different changes, preparing them for 
the support of the body. Secretion — the sepa- 
ration of ihe nmw rial- of the blood in certain 
organs, for the production of special fluids. 
Ahw prion — ihe removal of substances from 
'»•© body, when by the decomposition is at all 
t.m-s pr.'pr*»'ioi<atc to the deposition of new 
mutters J\< p r ti:in — the change which the 
\e ious 1 *UhI, lymph an i chyle, sustain by 
the A'-tion of Atmospheric air tu the pulmona- 
ry organs, und thereby acquire ihe projier- 
ties oi urcriai blood. Circulation — the cease- 
Icw motion of thy bio* d, from the left veotri- 
do of the heart through all parts of the body. 
Kxtretfan — the t-i. in nation and removal of all 
useless or superabundant matters ; and lastly, 
the great and unexplained oannco’rag link of 
this chain of functions — Inns) nation — or tha 
hC'ion of the nervous system. 

Life, therefore, being maintained by the ac- 
li.ms of two widely different olft8*ev of func- 
tion.*, it follows, that Death may be manifest 
in both. Death is then divided into— Local, 
Special or Molecular Death, or the cessation 
of the functions of the 6r.-t Cla^, and which 
lo n< t ueeeh.*:irily induce danger to the utaf- 
f oted [.arts of the system, unless the occur- 
renee of local death takes place in an organ, 
wli i-o unimpaired function is indispensable 
*» the continuance of Life ; or from its induc- 
ing similar changes in proximate or distant 
parts; mid thuso.i, through the system, D.*ath 
r»in bong local b^c ones g- neral or systemic 
G.’ncia' or % - ! nic [)<*Ulh, i* tho Cessation of 
tho functions of the see mid Clues, which "mitiu- 
t tin tho mutual depeudf-noe of tlie several 
I arts of the organic whole.” It is followed 
poorer or la f cr, by the death of every pirt in 
nu c .-di D, the pl.t-ncmona of local dcAth dQ- 
claiing thcm.-elv.s in the diftVrint organs by 
various changes. 

We will now consider somewhat in detaij 
tho separata phenomena of L*» *al or Molecq- 
ar Dtatl, aril in «o doing we shall ■ a 
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few remarks upon some of the processes of 
Inflammation, which we trust will not provo 
unacceptable to the reader. 

Death from destruction of 
Tissues. * • f • * 

The different tissues when the. organization 
is unimp&ired t are nourished and renovated by 
the pacing in and out of them, of tho more flu- 
id portion* of the blood. This circulation can- 
not be performed without the alternate con- 
traction and dilation of their small tubes or 
capillary vessels, whose very delicate walls 
are joined to the neighbouring vessels and tis- ' 
sues, by cellular membrane, and the whole i 
influenced by very minute nervous fibrils, di- ; 
rccting the second function of the first Clus*. \ 
that of Contraction. Should any cause tend to 
disturb or arrest the delicate mechanism of 
the part, the function it should perform is su*-; 
pended in part, and if the cease is severe and 
prolonged, it is entirely arrested The small 1 
tubes are no longer capable of receiving, and 
Of expelling the fliid ) this becomes changed, 
flnd f- Mowed by distension of the parieties of 
the obstructed vessel, and this pressure is ex- 
pended vy tho jiwvous fibrils, that Can no lou- 
der exert their special action cn tha diseased 
•vessel, odJ the part now dies. Wo find the 
eiplana'ibn of thr* plttinmciH n in cr.c of the 
terminations of Inflammation : thecipijlar'es 
of the inflamed pai l receive an ibur^asc l Sup* 
ply of blood, which rushes through them ‘on 
its paeaago to the veins. With the progress of 
disease, a larger extent 6f tit .- ;te beoor.ics im- 
plicated, and the capillaries mor j difetc tided — 
and upon the well ttt&UL-brd law,' that all 
thing** being equal, the bim-d will flow more 
rapidly in a contracted than in a dilated v»s- 
s«*l, fhe circulation becomes impeded, and the 
blood stagnates or thickens ; the same process 


mode of Death one step farther, we have the 
following modifications from Gangrene to Spha- 
celus , — there is no longer any pain, and if 
times this feeling is present, the patient refers 
it to the parts or organs in contact with, or in 
the vicinity of the one nffeoted, this becomes 
of a brown or black colour, at times yellow or 
green ; the small vesicles which had appeared 
at the commencement of the gangrenous sfoge, 
(containing the scrosity of the decomposed 
blood,) increase in size and number, frequent- 
ly breaking through the intersticial mem- 
branes, and covering the sphacelated surface 
with one extensive vehicle. The integument 
and cellular tissue under the epidermis, be- 
come swollen and puffy, orepitatitig under pres- 
sure, in other cases, the parts are soft, flaccid 
and coll; this state continues but for a short 
time only, when the highly offensive cadaver- 
ous odor proclaims that the process has end- 
ed. This death of one part, may extend to the 
neighboring tissues, exerting such a deleteri- 
ous influence, as gradually to conduce to the 
destruction of the whole system. 

I The dead portion must be removed by sur- 
' gioal assistance, or left to tho hand* of Nature, 

! who relieves the unfortunate sufferer by n si in - 
! pie and beautiful process. Adho-ivc inflim- 
r. union springs up, showing itself in the form 
of a narrow red circle, 1 — the line of demarka- 
tion between the dead and living parts. ,.,The 
integument beomes kdl uned, and ulceration 
succeeds, the breach widen*. the dead jurt 
shrinks and drops off in the form of a slouch % 
The. lei* portion is supplied to some extent by 
the organization of coaguhiblc lymph, which 
partakes of the nature of the tissue to bo re-t 
paired, and when the process is completed, 
and the newly organized part protected tfy 
| iuteguuieot, it is known by the name of cVca- 


takes place in tho proximate vessels, they be- j ^ lx or * c * r - 


come filled with blood . in some eases fibrin© 


‘1 he second phenomenon attendant upon lc- 


is effused. and false membranes are formed : — cal or molecular Death is 


in others, congulabh* matter is poured out. the 
texture of the part brooming denser and thick- 
er (hepatixa'ion,) without necessarily destroy- ■ 
ing its vitality, though it interferes to a great- 
er or lesser degree in the performance of its 
function-* - At other times, when from tliein- 


Arrcst of JNutritinn, or Cessa- 

i « J 

tion of Circulation. 

Tlio comp ment or proximate principles of 
every portion of the body, arc at all times prer 
pared and found floating in th{9 blood, and tho 


tenniy of ihg exciting cause, and the confce- power of aadmiluthin, inherent in all | arts 
quent high degree of the inflammatory action, enables them l4 to add to themselves the mat- 
a large portion of the capillary system becomes ter? similar to their own proximate principles , 
affected, tho retained bh.o-1 undergoes decoin* and id changing the composition «r those that 
position, inducing that of the voseU contain- are dic-iimihir — thus the brain and the glands 
ing it, and of the parts through which they will take up the albumen; the muwu ar t'8: 
pass : vitality is destroyed, and tho part ia Hai l sue?, the fibrin© ; tho ndipese textures, the 
fv be mortified o r gangsman. On tracing this clinic ; the hair, the inn • f-c. These 
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carried by the blood in it* postage through the 
capillary vessels, permeate or exude through 
theft coat* find in this manner renovate every 
part of the system. 

The nervous influence may be removed from 
the fextremitlea in the human subject dt dis- 
ease, or by experiment in the lowef animals, 
and the part thus deprived of sensation and 
motion will present the other vital actions, in 
hibst instances the limb will thrive, while at 
other times, it becomes'attenuated and* shriv- 
els away. On the other hand, let the current 
of blojd be arrested by turnout's, deposition of 
Ijmph, ossification, or ligature, so as to cut ( ff 
the Anastomotic circulation , the blood retain- 
ed in the vessels below the ebstt tiding came, 
and from this firtst cause, and the non-miew- 
al of the blood, the limb becomes gangrenous 
and sphacelated. The fame result Will attend 
a deficiency of arterial blood in any part, tin* 
accompanied by previous inflammation. The 
presence of the blood is consequently required 
in ever? organ for the maintenance of Life. 
Without referring to the ccwa'i.h of the capil-, 
Ury circulation, the Life per st in some of the 
lower clashes of organised beings, we will call 
to mind what is observable in Gangrtna scnil- 
if or Dry Gatigfene of advauded Life. This fa- 
tal disease, produced by impaired nutrition,' 
commencing in the toea, gradually invades 
the back and sole of the foot, passing above j 
the ankle it destroys the tissues of the inferior 
pnrt of the leg, aud cte it progresses much ( 
farther, Death will relieve the victim from its 
Buffering*. 

As a certain quantity of arterialirted blood ( 
is indispensably requisite fot* the pefformance 
of the vital functions, so also is it, that an 
over flow of this fluid to an organ, and its re- 
tention there, by impediment to its free return 
through the veins, produces Congestion, which, 
if occurring in an important organ, the brain 
for instance, causes immediate death by apo. 
plexy. As a due supply of Hood is demanded 
for the support and stimulation of the organi- 
sation, bo is it that the thoracic and abdomi- 
nal viscera, rr quire a certain proportion of 
nervous influene , to enable them in perform- 
ing their appropriate offices : but as we have 
raid, nervous influence in other parts of the 
rystem, is secondary to that af the circulation. 

[ To bo continued ] 


p^Clammy and watery local sweats occur a 
short time diath in insiny diseases. 


lancet note book 
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AMERICAN PRACTICE. 

[Prepared expressly for the Lancxt.] 


I. Strychnia ill Intermittent Fe- 
ver. I )r M , has for many years treated the 
worst forms of Intermittent Fevif by Strych- 
nia, with the most rrtnrked and happy effjets. 
He gives one-sixteenth of a grain in a pill ev* 
ery three hours, gradually increasing the dose 
in proportion to the loss of susceptibility. In 
this manner, he has been enableu to give one 
'grain three or four time* a-day, without the 
| occurrence of any toxical symptoms. The pa- 
tient recovering in a very short time, and the 
oh ill disappearing on the second day, after 
commencing the use of the Strychnia. — S. E. 
McKinlky; in Med. Examiner. 

II. EpiricittiC Dysentery. — The treat- 
ment consists, iu grain doses of a combination 
of cal., opium, ipecac., and camphor, given 
once in three or six hours, interposing a ca- 
thartic dose ofcalomst, which is to be fallow* 
ed by oil, epsonn salts or other laxatives ) the 
compound to be continued or not, according 
to the pain nod evacuations, repeating the ca- 
thartic at Btated intervals, until free focal 
and bilious discharges are occasioned. Fof 
children give the blue maaa in lieu of calomel 
fop the cathartic. Some cases required opium 
with the aoetale of lead ; others, opium and 
lead injection*, while in others suppositories 
were employed The teneamu* could not be 
controlled except through topioal mean*. 

Ninety three cases were treated thus by 
Drs. Smith and WotdWahd, of which, 29 un- 
der ten years of age, recovered, save four 
children under four years old — Trans, of the 
Med. Assoc, of South. Cent New York, p oj 

til. Ilydrothora* following Phtu* 
mania. — Child eight years old ; applied the 
ointment of Ver-i trine to the chest, < which, in 
one hour was followed by great prostration, 
but the respiration became full and free, and 
the pulse regular, which had b?en previoerd y 
remarkably intermitting. The next morning. 
Copious diuresis took place, and die child oon- 
Tdlscod rapidly I>r Bundy has us^d this oint- 
ment with good reiults in rheumUiu pains of 
the chest, and in those th»rAcic pains some- 
times ex;.- ing dur.ng c 9D vale seduce from pueu- 
monin — Id page 00. 

IV. f holi'ra and Intermittent Fe- 

Yer.— I'albiit Vomiting *nd purging achil- 
ous he king fluid in largo quantities he was 
in spai-ms und had the livid color of one drown- 
ed- lie bad had in ter mi ilcut lever lor ten days, 
aud this was the day of the paroxysm.— 
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K., Calomel. 5"* 1 * 

Quinine. on® tea*poonful. 

Ofauai . j „ ;j 

Ln pet cum. \ 6 ; 

The Tomiting end purging tery soon ceased, 
the circulation and warmth returned, and he I 
rapidly recovered. — H. Seaman, in Id. p. 09 , 


NORTHERN LANCET 

Ani) (Paidtf of 

LEGAL MEDICINE. 


V. Disease of the Knee treated 
by coid water.— Patient ult 15; enlarge- 
ment of the Knee-joint nf long duration, with 
stiffness, swelling and slight contraction of the 
muscles Complained of uo pain, and enjoyed 
good ht-elth with the exception of an occasion 
nl enlargement of the glands of the throat. 

Dr. Bl'HOICX saw the patient in F-b ; pulse 
nocelcrated. tongue slightly coated, lo-a of s p 
petite, night sweats. »ml rapid wasting of tin 
flesh. Joint four Inches larger than the o-her; 
great emaciation cf the limh a'eive and below 
thoknee; no disced -ration of the skin, very 
little lendernesa or fluctuation, amt uo pan. 
except on m-tiou. Ordered a strict regetald • 
diet of milk and coarse bread, withoeit butter, 
and wate r for drink. Three or four folds • f 
wet cloth were constantly wound around the 
joint, covere d with fl .nuel. A stream of water 
Vu pumped twice a day upon the love, fol- 
lowed by active frictiem lor twenty Ininute-* 
As much general exercise was enjoined as pos- 
sible witheiut use of the effected limb On the I 
1st of May, the orutobes were throwo aside, 
the joint being reduced to tbe sise of the oth- 
er and the patieot having gained the free use 
of the entire limb The lad having gained 
fieeh is now as sprightly and oatiru as ev- 
er— Id. page 71. 


V I. Collodion to prevent Pitting 
by Smnll-PdV— In two patients with vi- 
rulsnt slnall-poX, when it broke tut, a coating 
of collodion w«8 applied to the face and neck, 
except the upper eye lids, and a place on the 
neck. This was done four consecutive - are. 
then every 21 or 31 day as required, until the 
2lnt day in one cant*, and th* 3u.l in th*» o'-h<*r. 
both being discharged convalescent, wi-h scar- 
cely a scar on the pirt* where the coll. .lion 
bad been applieo —Dr. BaU-xsaxorr, in the 
Buffalo Med Journal. 


PLATTSHURCH, JULY, H330. 

“Tki-th wtTiiofr Fr-*R.” 


NEW YORK MEDICAL SCHOOLS; 

The University.— We have the pha- 
cure of learning that the two vacant Prufes- 
*o»hip« in thin dcwrvdiily popular School, 
have b'en fi led by the appointment of Urofil. 
Bartlett and Cross, whose well known re- 
putations as Author a and TfachfW, will add 
inirm asunibly to the fuc<*c*s the University 
has boan rapidly gaining within the lust few 
years Much us we regret that Pr. Dbtmold 
is not “one of them," nevertheless, we ore 
gratified 4, for auld Ung ryne," that the ehaire 
are bo Worthily Occupied' 

College of Pliyaiclaue and Snr* 
goons.-- .New York offers adtantiges far ro- 
perior to any other oity. for the acquirement 
of a good aud perfect mid'cal e location. Tin* 
high rank and sterling value of the College as 
well as the University, as two of the must 
practical Schools in the Union, will induce 
students, regardless of ‘‘high fe* s *’ to patron- 
ise those institutions, where they will secure 
the best practical, if not theoretical knowl- 
edge. 

College of Medicine.— This is » new 
! School organized hy Horace Gkkbn. M. 0., 
and opening under very favorable uuspL-es.-X. 

THE MEDICAL PRESS, 

i Tbe prufenim hive, si. !a-t become fix rly 
ii wakened IP the imperative necessity of keep. 


V It. 'Tannin in Dysentery.— Tan- 
nin, aecoidiog to the tolluwiog tormoliB is re* 
commendui for dysentery in sdult’s and chil- 
ren-s cnees : It. Tenr.in, Dj '• P“'* *>f" - O'* ' 
scale enrnut . gr. iv ; smjcli. ftib . M- 

Ft chert no. x. Fur adult males end tenia.es 
where k-o cornut is admissible Or. It. I an- 
nin. gr x ; ip or op. o P-.9j ; P"' T - 
comp., ga*.-, av»eh ' ,lh 9j ■ Ft. chart 

no s vul xv., according r « ch.lu i a^o, or from 

It.. 5yr. Or, R rsnron.gr XIV.; po!v npl>, 
gr. s : ext otcutio gr. riii : ipoo pulv . gr x 
;,| F pit x Oau 3 or 4 times » day. — Dr. 
CuMUl.-iOs; in Boston Med and Surg. Jour, i 


ing p ice with the times, by mean .of periodic- 
als suited to inform them of the' disooveries 
and improvements which ate dully made in 
medicine, nod the collateral science*— hence 
the increasitig.dcmaud for euuh publications. 

This diffusionM knowledge, growing rapidly 
cheaper and more nocossible, i* telling loudly 
upon the community at Urge. F.mpiricirm is 
fas', hiding its diminished heal; la.se delieo- 
cy is guir.g into its last hysterics; on I, Be 
i shown by the introduction of elementary phy- 
1 srdogiosR works in schools, the study of sub- 
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jects heretofore ne-uricud to eiic class of the them Lancet,' from its txoremely lo# price, 
Joutijr, is receiving rlmt’ attmtion which it/ so wu'* a meager concern. Biit’Yn Consideration 
well deserves, and would be t-till denied, were l, f the al ove knowledge, and having Been your 
the public mind us un-e nligbtencd, and, there- publication highly spoken -of by some of our 
(on, Intolerant «a in a lea* favored age. So- South,,n medical journal* I have cunolude* 
eiety being tbua made awure that medicine is tu * ILOorac a suhsciiber. 

tlie moat progressive of sciences, a ill not cm- . Anoth " P ul,liuMio °- ,0 he Cft,I<:d “ Thc Bal - 
, _ , • • i ■ n , i • i f . » timora Medical and Surgical Journal,’ 1 is an- 

ploy the physician wbfflullows f himself tube , , . b . , , 

j. . , , r , . , ... n ounce d as about being issued monthly, In 

distanced ; and, if no higher incentive wul . 

, . , * ; that city, Dr. Hu i*n, editor, 

animate him, due regard for uw , *bread_anu. 

batter ” will sr*ur him un. 

• 1 . 1 TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wo have been led into these remark, by _ , ... 

* I hie n.lMHii.r to ... ..Ia. 1 I . . ..Knn*ikAna 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


. . . . , . ,, . , ,i *** Thu* number is m illed to fubscrihera 

thc recent accession of the following Journals , » - , , . 

whuso term expired with our last issue Ai* 


to thc medical press of thc country .— ! b<J , few exlta co|lif , arc print , di ,. 10u ij , bf y 

Tile N ©IV -York Medical G axel te, wii*h to secure a complete v •lame, they will 
mku Journal or Ha alt it. — Thia is a fine 8vo. please address us us early a* po-sible. 
weekly published at 775 Broadway, .New- York, Q ur Book-table and the li*r of L t">r«s are 

under iho charge of [). M. Uki sk, M. D., from the lcr.g h of thc Home D. pi'iment, tin- 
L. L I)., the talented editor of Cooper's Sar- avoidably p tt polled to our Host nuioWr. , 
gicul Dictionary, and other standard \vo,ks. Topography and Geology of UmollleCouu- 
jtp^rt Ocin mattery highly interesting to the lt Vermont,- hr “Umoiils f „v.d Twa »«« 
practitioner, this publication, long needed » pV^m.Vfy. fc*n*, arc’oS.'IUe WJUWS* 
NevAork, contains valuable papers on sgrf* at - ii;i ; * ' 4 #c b«v»( 

culture, 1 and other fQbfccts that reccfonmfnd „ .» *,*' *L 1 \ , , V i ,J i' T 

a. ,, . '* f . , . *\ . K. Ku* We sHtald be pleased 

the “UiizeUe^ all In quest of useful uretfuu* •' .. , , >,. '.y 


tion. Terms : a-ycar, in ndvau6e. 


r< ’quest, did v^e dot kfioW^tfutt'** • word 1 ’ Yr jui 


, us under the present t>r-*th>ii\Jhu. wuoHftd# 
The Xow-IIiMzipftlftire Journal of avail D. The • Old ‘ $3 

JHediciue. Edited by Howard U. Pakkrr, injustice iauihowu H 

A. M-i M. D. Concord: N. H. — It is with ojfec- - — - * [ ; - , }t . ^ 

tion, aluicot, that wc welcome our very o- aily ^ ^ oluiU<*a 

attired Confrere to the editorial ranks; Tor hoj Wc ar§ da^ly in rpcrjp{ of-txi lays Xir , Lhn 
has certainly laid a particular claim to our I. AKC kt, ociidiiiunal upa: 'cV|.V»;Vlj, tp Cyt, 
kindret wishes, by adopiing a late of subscrip- n j,h thc baok-mimbets. ,\i ,-ur edition m £s 
tion similar to our own. He should not, how- hausted, we have come to the determination of 
ever, venture forth with so much of misgiving, closing this Volume with the nreaent No . and 
From our eiperiene in ti e enterprize, wc can opening the 2i on the 1st of November, when 
assure him that it is far from being un grate- we ,ha!l also give »n lud.x. This arrsuge- 
ful. 1 he success of our undertaking the first ment will accommodate new subscribers, with- 
of the kind, in this.cuuntry, at. least, in point out intefering with sobs rriptiq is on our hooks 
of price and feature-was doubted originally : wtl ich, instead ofeipirtag m January, will bo 
but the substantial and (Uttering marks of ap- continued to April next. 

probation, which we have been, and are still - 

receiving from all'p^rtt of iho Union, hare fur Agencies* 

surpaesf-d our sanguine expectations General Agcntf, wi.h power of appoint* 

The cheapness of our rates seemed to us («s iug buo agents: 

it apparently docs to our friend.) thc rock up* , ^ 0 **i** McMasfkr & Co, Montgomery. 

on which wfe might split ; but intteud of pro*- u £ Alabama. 

, | * . . » 1 . iv. Morris, .Morf.y & Co, Jackson, ror 

nig a breaker t it bui become a harbor for «re- AI » P e- j,|>» 

ty ^ftnd respecting it, our neighbor may de- li. Mmlnis, Robinson Sf Co, Neville. For 
rive borne enc juragetuent from rtie following Teunefsce. 

extract from a letter received the other day, BftAni.Ev, West Mpriden. For Con- 

froiu Kentucky: — ‘Were it not for thc fact nc ^ticut. _ _ „ ' 

. * . r , * . . . ... J. o. Andrews. Potsdam. For tho Northern 

that I received my medical instruction at the Counties of New York. 

North, and know how the ‘Yankees woik for. JusTt'jS Whits is our General travellin® 
a ‘jliilJIog.’ I eboaM con elude that the ‘Nof-fAge*ji. 
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30 words, one year. $1,00 

Eighty words will be eounted as a square of solid 
matter, & published, the first insert'll $0,50 
Each succeeding insertion, 25 

Over eighty words will be counted as two 
squares, and charged accordingty. Over one 
•hundred and sixty, three square*. Advertise- 
ments of less than 80 and over 30 words, will 
be oounted as a square. 

No advertisements inserted unless paid for in 
advance. 

Letters post paid, to be directed to the pub- 
Jishing office in Plattsburgh. 

MEDICAL. 

“APOTHECARIES’ HALL,” 

Corner of Church and College Streets, 
Burlington, Vermont , 

SCARLETT & LYON, 

PROPRIETORS, 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN 

Drugs., Chemicals , Oils, Dye-Stuffs, Camphene , 
&c. Ac. 

DAVID A. SCARLETT. DAN LYON. 

DRUGS, MEDICINES, 

m«* m imi 9 <•■ ■ ,, 

Djc Wood, A live Mull', 

PERFUMERY, HAIR AND TOOTH 
BRUSHES, 

Fancy Articles, * 

And all kinds of 

PATENT MEDICINES, 

SOLD B Yi 

WILLIAM P. MOOERS, 

PLATTSBURGH 

Also, PHYSICIANS' PRESCRIPTIONS car*- 
fully prepared. 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 

CLINTON COUNTY AGENCY, 

Hartford Health aad Life Insurance Co 

Cash Invested Capital of $100,000, 
besides a. large surplus. 

FJ1HE succes of this Company is without a 
-l parallel in the history of Life Insurance 
in this country. It is managed by a Board of 
Directors who have a deep interest in its sue- 

Californtn Life Risks 

taken at rates lower than those of any other 
institution, Insurance on both the Mutual 
and Joint Stock plans, and on Life and Health 
combined. 

Further details, and pamphlets majt be pro- 
cured, gratis, at the Surgery of 

DOCTOR HORACE NELSON, 
Agent A Medical Examiner for 
Clinton County, New York. 
Office of the Northern Laruct, \ 

Plattsburgh, May, 1850. ) 

C. C MOORS, 

PLATTSBURGH, N. Y 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DRUG AND MEDICINE 
WAREHOUSE, 

Patent Medicines excluded, offers for sale. 
Opium, Salts, Castor Oil, Quinine, Sulphur. 
Cream Tartar, Sal Soda, Carb. Soda, Oils of 
Lemon, Caiar, Peppermint, Snuff. Balsam, 
Origanum, Burgundy Pitch. Soda Cracker*, 
Tartaric Acid, Sweet Oil, Cologne, Turpen- 
tine, Paints, Oils, Fresh Cod Liver Oil. 

Physicians' orders requested and promptly 
attended to. Six months' time given, ana all 
articles warranted rs to price and quality, or 
they may bo returned. 

Hafr*- Reference to Dr. Nelson, Editor of the 
Lancet. Cm 

William Reed, 

CLOCK AND WATCH MAKER, 

AKD SEALER IE 

Gold and Stiver Watches, 

JEWELRY & SILVER WARE, 
Clocks, Looking GUsees, &c. 

Plattsburgh, N. Y. 

MOORES A STODDAHD, 

Dealers in 

DRUGS AND MEDICINES. 

Paints, Oils, and Dye Stufis. Also Surgical 
and Dental Instruments. Fancy Soap and Per- 
fumeries, Patent Medicines, Ac., Ac. 

Plattsburgh. N. Y. 

TO PHYSICIANS. 

NEW and choice Medicines, as follow* : 

Pure Pulverised Opium, Syrup of Iodide of 
Iron, Tincture of Muriate of Iron, Cod Liv- 
er Oil, from fresh livers. Ac., Ao., for sals 
by WM. P. MOO'ERS. Druggiit 

Plattsburgh, N. Y. 

Accommodation Stage, 

PLATTSBURGH AND REDFORD. 
CHARLES CH ARRO.N continues to run a 
stage between the above mentioned places for 
the especial accommodation of his fnends and 
the public. 

Leaves Plattsburgh every Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday morning. 

lscave Redford every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday morning. 

|£jr Passengers called for in any part of the 
village, and business promptly attended to for 
a reasonable compensation. Feb. 15. 

LEGAL. 

JAMES & BROWN, 

moneys, Co a nc 1 1 lors, At, 

OGDENSBURGH, N. Y. 

A. B. W*. C. Brows, 
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IYI. Couant, 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
MALONE, X. }' 

Particular attention paid to the collection 
business. 

fe^-OrriCE, two doors cast of Field’s Ex- 
change. 

N B. Mr. Conunt is an authorized Agent 
for the .Northern Lancet, for the county of 
Franklin. 

D.’B. McNeil, 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, 
Attorney and Solicitor. Office in Marshall's 
Brick Block. 

Plattsburgh. N Y. 


MERCANTILE. 


B ruits, Raisins. higs. Prunes. Currants, Citron* 
Ni ts. Almonds. Brazil. Pecan; 

Confection arils, in quantities and at all 

prices ; 

Balt. .Sack, Liverpool. Barrel; 

Candles, Adamantine, .Sperm, Tallow : 
Vinegar, Pickle*. Sauces. Mustard, Farina. 
Vermicelli, Lemon Syrup. Butter, Cheese. So- 
da. Sugar. Lemon* and Boston Crackers. 
Wooden Warn. Brooms. Measures. Covered 
Bails and Boxes, Trays. Painted Tubs. Pails, 
Shoe and Floor Brushes, Clothes Bins. Baskets, 
&c. &c. 

Booplc of Champlain. Chazy. Rcekmnntcwn, 
Au*ublu and Salmon River, call at Bro>ilv.a*> 
Plattsburgh, January, 1850. ly 

William Cornet. 

BOOT AM) SHOE MAKER, 


l\ew Bnok ant! Job E’risitiiat; 
E$(ab!iM!tmcn(, 

qfIVRCU STREET, BURLINGTON. VT. 
u : Viral 'ii j 1 would announce that they | rr , JIf . 
have opened au office for the prosecution i. iww>rtmoi 


Cornelia Street, llattsburgh. 


Job Printing Establishment, 

AT KKJISGVILLE, N. Y. 


of the above business in Burlington, and 
ready to receive orders for all kinds of print- 
which will l»e promptly attended to. 


J tec Pi Nr b.Oiiu aJ.Ie.1 ii> lus formpr pxiiMivr 
tnrut I'V tlx I'Mrihd-cof nr* Prtvrsi'mlit larre 
v irxJy 'if Type mi u.< aii<i mn»t< i. i« imw 

W’itfi r \r:\ v.i > \ ( .f /KniK mid Juli Type u> nr 


Book a, Pamphlet*. Circulars, Chucks, Hand- 
bills, Programme*, Bill Ih-at'N. invitation-.. Bus- nr, ■!« >■ to •:n'.uiy«h;i.,i umi to rrquirai i\ ow hMum Jr** 


culsaliunitTs torjo.’l I'UlMl'ti will! which lie nvi) N 
trod, i llr- U-rt«lvta»| w.vMriii iihsfliti. ftriti *1 | fi'f tliAf 
" il J'rwvp saJivLic oiv l«n: I. >rnt t» Wul.nut mnrmrtQfc 
miiimi-lr the tK.-ipi.c ol wur*. he i* cm fid- M of 
.. » iiiviiuuoiis. ous* ftb hty to -in j«yih;l.j ilui ip rr-qu.ietl l.v Ov buMiHw. of 

*. ( urln. A<tlrPS.' do, l.n,r Riaiik.-. Rill, of V .0"“ V .HI, :«|. I,.-. rc*it>'<l Hi.- p tar 

I'riiitni'ftu lovfil.it a src.it most he dOiM* to rt-ah*** 
m ill profit, itii-rriorv In- u* prepared to do every (hiugUial 
''Hoi iInj lowest -pricps. 

furnished at short ltufie.* and <Vi as r. as- : rfTemprMce! fhid Follows. 

.. s ... . »' ' • nr* ■«*p< ronii-ifiOjr In typ,-. tm,l «.<ietiwi mo Pe inr- 

d .>0\V i ork. liblied Witli •lespi t.li oral a! very low rain 


L fling, Certificate?*. Order Bucks, Druggist .. 
aid other Lab-la, Ball Tickets, ShippinglBlUl 
icc.. furnished at short notice and »»n as reas- 
onable terra-- na at any office north 


Preprinting with Hold mid Silver Bronze to law veus - law cases, (or the coum pmoJ 
done in a- superior maimer. , in *ujixripr p.itcr. mui in tlirY<*t style. Tor 1 crof i«t Wi 

... \ , ...... ■ for I > copies, or if a greater number k wmitcd, at 3-4 rent 

I h.; proprietors are both practical Printers Ui«fehu. 

mid Imvu I oted thoir vrholo time to th«li JQX. F. MC Win^K 

!iU' : nevs fur nearly twenty years, and in the! .. „ iinnnrp 0 

''HwUnn nf their material they have aimed to ’’ M. t ) il E It 1 S, 

keep parr with the improvem* uts in the art ENGRAVER ON WOOD, 

I hey tru-' tlmir experience, with their facil-j ^ J 

ities for doing "work promptly, will enable them * “ L numbers Street, 


kpromp 

t.» give entire Kitisractioii to the public, who i 
ar>» rospeei fully iaviled tu call and leave their j 
unlfint ‘ ' 

J.W TL’TTLE, 
C,.J. STACY. 
BurPngfon. January. 1850, 


NEW YORK. 


dULUromiev, 

WHOLESALE AM) RETAIL 

nr r.a in 

DRY k WKT GROTKRI ES. PROVISIONS jsec. 1 

M ’r<' i>r! St rest, PblUburgh. 
ALWAYS on baud, at the lowest rntu?*.! 
Xi ciAks. Muscovado. Loaf. Crushed an 
Pulvcrise«l : 

TeAs, Old and Young Hyson. II S Black; 
Molasses, N 0 Porto Rico. Sugar House ; 
Tobacco. Spanish. Smoking. Chewing, Snuff ; 
Oils, Winter. Sperm and Bleached; 

Soaps. No l, Castile. Shaving and Toilet; 
C-aprJU- Mocha St. Domingo ; 

Fisi». Co!, Maekercl. Herring. Salmon ; 

Pv ur, Burk. Oatmeal and Buckwheat ; 


-A 


NORTHERN LANCET i 

AND 

G VETTE CF F.CGU, JTEIIICt.VR. 

Tiir NmtT.iKus Lancet and Gaxettf., 
is printed on 32 large octavo pages', with 
double columns, unu is published monthly. 

TERMS. 

T waive months, &1 00 1 
Six months. 50 / Alwnus in Al- 

,j | Three months, 2" ' ranee . 

Professional men an. Postmasters arc re- 
I quested to act as agents, and will be allowed 
: to retain ‘20 per cent commixMon on the 
( money collcMed by them 

Persons wishing tne Lancet and Ga- 
*| tette. for three or six month*, will please 
I forw ard us in a prepaid letter, twenty five 
< Or fifty Cent pieces. 
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GAZETTE OF LEGAL MEDICINE. 


KOI TED BY 

FRANCIS J D AVIGNON, M. I).,AusabIe Forks. 

HORACE NELSON, M. D., Plattsburgh, 

Lnt« Ltctnitr on Anatomy and Phyitolo^y, In the School of Medicine of Montreal, Jw. 


— _ — — — — . .. ... 

lUil. 1. June, 1830. No. 6. 

* contents” 


I. LEGAL DEPARTMENT. 
Lecture VI. 

Further Remarks on Proceeding# in the 
Coroner's Court — [Coroners in the State 
of New- York ; their Tenure of Office. — 
Form of oath for Jurymen — Coroner’s 
Power to issue Sub-pamas. — Proceedings 
at Inquests. — General Form of an Inqui- 
sition. — Annrehension of suspected per- 
sons, and Warrant. — Forms of Examina- 
tions of Witnesses.— Disposition of the 
•property found on deceased persons—- 
Compensation of Coroners — Inquests in 
Vermont — Insufficiency of the Law in 
that State.— Objections to Justices of the 
Peace as Coroners - -Decisions affecting 
Coroners, in Georgia and South Carolina.] 
— Compulsion of Modicsl Witnesses to at- 
tend and give Evidence. — Secret Inquests; 
their Illegality considered — Difference 
between the Jurisdiction of Grand-Juries 
and Coroner s Courts. —Daugcr of private 
Inquisitions ] 


j III. Extracts frem Sch ill’s Semiology. • 176 
IV. NOTE BOOK OF 
AMERICAN PRACTICE 

! I. Topical use of Iodine in Croup. • ^ 178 

II. Cod liver oil in Btrnmous Conj unctivitisl78 

III. -/Ethereal solution of Gun-Cotton in 

Erysipelas. 178 

I IV. Sulphate of Quinine in Singultus. 178 

! V. Epidemic Dysentery. - • • 179 

j VI. Traumatic Tetanus, treated with sul- 
phate of Quinine. - 179 

VII. Sulphate of Quinine in Tetanus. 179 

VIII. Treatment of lacerated and contus- 
ed wounds, in part# likely to be followed 

i by Tetanus. - 179 

IX. Treatment of Mania-a-Potu. * 180 

X. Pathology of Dysmenorrhcea. - 180 

j XL Veratrura Yiride. ... 180 

XII. Hypertrophy of the Uterus, with 

| Procidentia. - - - - » 181 

XIII, Warm water in Cynanche maligna.181 

185 i V. HOME DEPARTMENT. 


II. REVIEWS. 

L Researches on the Natural History of 
Death. By Bennet Howler, M. D . Cor- 
responding Member of the A codemy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. New 
Orleans. 1850 pp 22 From the Author.173 
II. Remarks on ine Comparative Value of 
the different Anesthetic Agents. By G. 
Hayward, M. D. One of the Surgeons to 
the Mass General Hospital. Boston. 1850 
pp. 11. From the Author. - - 175 


I. Woman : her Moral and Physical Sys- 
tem. By Horace Nelson, Plattaburgh. 182 

II. Foreign bodies in the (Esophagus. By 

Jno II. Si. Chesnet, Potsdam. - 185 

III. Properties and Uses of Lobelia In fla- 
ts By “Lamoille.” Vermont. - - 184 

IV. Quackery and Education. By “Jut e- 

kis.” Stowe. ----- 185 

' V. Death : its Reality and Simulation. A 
Medico-legal Dissertation. By H. Nelson. 186 

VI. EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


III. SELECTED PAPERS. 

I. Vaginal Hysterotomy, and subsequent | 
delivery with Forceps, with safety to 
both Mother and Child. By Gunning S. 
Bkpkorp, M. D. Prof, of Midwifery in 
the University of Now York. - - 176 \ 

H. The blood of an Inebriate. * - 178 j 


I , To our Patrons. .... 10£ 

II. University of New York -Ex-professor 

Mott, and Dr. Detmold. ... 192 

III. Editor’s Book Table. ... 194 

IV. Number One. - 195 

V. Exchange List. - 195 

VI. To Readers and Correspondents. * 196 

VII. Agencies. * 196 
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MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS. 


ITER AR Y AND SCIENTIFIC. 


COLIiGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS G. eaOieci.»,,ici Work. 

OF THE UNIVERSITY f) APPLETON k CO. NEW YORK, 

_ Are now publ shing, in parts— price Twenty 

Of the State of New-Y ork. five cents each -a Dictionary of Mechanioe 

The Forty-Fourth Session of the College Eopne- Work and Engineering, designed for 
will tie commenced on Monday, I4th of Onto- P™ctial working men, and thoso intended for 
Iter, 1850, and continued until March 13th, „ ® engineering Profession. Edited by Oliver 
1851 (Commencement day ) I 

ALEXANDER H STEVENS, M. D. LL. D. 1 1 bl9 1 w «« » of large 8vo. site, containing 

President of the College, and Emeritus Profes- "P", ? 1,00 wood-cuts. It will ofTcr work- 

Bor of Clinical Sorcery. ,D <5 drawings and descriptions of the most im- 

JOSEPH M. SMITH, M. D , Professor of P ort » nt machines in the United Statee. lude- 
tho Theory and Practice of Medicine and pe“d™t of the results of American ingenuity. 
Clinical Medicine it will contain omplete practical treatises :oa 

JOHN B. BECK, M. D., Prn'bssor of Ma- i ! l!chMies ’ Machinery, Engine-work and En- 
teria Medica and Medical Jurisprudence gmeering; with all that.is useful in more than 
JOHN TORREY, M. D., LL. D , Professor one Ul ™" a,uJ dollars’ worth of folio yolumes, 
of Botany and Chemistry. i ra ifS“ ,De ?’ “ d otdlor bouks ' 

ROBERT WATTS, Jnn., M. D., Professor 1 be P uWl »hers have expended a largo sum of 
of Anatomy. | mone y original drawings of machinery 

WILLARD PARKER, M. D., Professor of in pr , ac ‘ ioal nre in this country, and have pro- 
the Principles and Practice of Surgery. | cured almost every work on the subject, whe- 
CHANDLER R. GILMAN, M. D., Profes- t f 10r paWl,hcd in England, trance, Germany, 
sor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Wo- . m / wl Osmntmi parts of which tieing corn- 
men and Children. prise.1 in this Dictionary, render it as perfect 

ALONZO CLARK, M. D , Professor of Phy- “ d comprehensive as possible. The publishers 
aiology and Pathology, (including Mioroeco- ‘‘aye endeavored to use great economy in type 
py ) os o 80 that oac jj p a g£ 0 f tho work contains at leaat 

CHARLES E. ISAACS., M. D„ Dcmonslxa- four tim “ th ® “umber of words found in ordi- 
tor of Anatomy , nary pages of the saino sire. This has also se- 

Ksxs.— Matriculation Fee, *5 ; fees for the c ? red t0 oa , ch ,P kte working-drawings of am- 
foll course of Lectures, *94; Demonstrators? 1 ® “• and c l« a ™«». «° 'hot a mechon.o ma, 
ticket, $5 ; Graduation fee, $25 ; board aver- ““^ruct accurately any machine described, 
age $3 per week The publishers are in abort, determined, re- 

Clinical Instruction is given at the Now- f plrdle ™, « f c°«, to make the work as complete 
York Hospital daily, by the Offioera, (Profes- P™ a ;h!e; and it m hoped every one desirous 
sor Smith being ma of them,) fee eight del- 10 ,,b ' a,D ‘he work will procure it as issued in 
larsper annum ; at the Bellevue Hospital twice numbers and thus encourage the enterprise, 
a t|iock, without fee, (Professors Parker and . The warlt w,ll . bo l9,u r od ln semi-monthly num- 
Clark belonging to the -Medical Staff ;) at the| bcr9 ’ commencing in January, 18oU, am} will 
Eye Infirmary, without fee ; and upwards of' P r CK re ss with great regularity. 

1,000 patients are annually exhibited to the Ibe wl'c ^work will be comprised m fort. 
Class in the College Clinique Obstetrical eases numbers, at 2.. cents per number, and oomplet, 
and subjects for dissection are abundantly fur- ed w ‘ th, “ tbe CQrr . en J ear ’ W»0. A llb3nJ dl »- 
nised through the respective departments cou . ut W,U be made to agents. 

The Annual Commencement is held at the An ? «ie > remitting the pubhshers $10 in ad- 

Qloso of the Session ; there is also a Semi- An- ?“«’» haU receive the work free of expense 
nual Examination on the second Tuesday of th ™“g h 

September. The prerequisites for graduation OPINIONS OF THE PRESS 

arc, 21 years of age, three years of study, in- To our numerous Manufacturers, Mechanics 
eluding two fall Courses of Lectures, the last En Kmeew, and Artisans, it will bs a mine of 
of whicj} muBt have beon attended in tliii Col- wc f. “* rov - Joaraal. 
lege, and the Presentation of a Thesis on some . "m joureeh-ca with its know- 

subject connected with Medical Science. led K e ' V ’ c oan Wltb confidence recommend our 

In addition to the regular Course, and not rcadeva to possess themselves of its numbers as 
interfering with it, a Course of Lectures will fa \ t ,, M they appear -Atner. (N . Y . ) ArUsan. 
be commenced on Monday, 30th September/. “nhcsisatmgly commend the workas em- 
and continued until the loth October j 'nentljrw.irtlvy of examination and study. - 

Thi, Course will be free. | Troy (N_Y ) Budget. 

r It is truly a great work, and tho publisher* 

K. W ATTS, slim.q M.^D. ; deserve the thanks of inventor 4 , machinists and 

Secretary to tho Faoulty manufacturers, and indeed of the public gcnc- 
Collego of Physicians and Surgeons, ) rally.- Independent. 

67 Crosby street, New- York j i This Dictionary will be highly useful to prao 

o ticxl mechanics, and valuable to all who wish 


tbo Theory and Practice of Medicine am 
£linioal Medicine. 

JOHN B. BECK, M. D., Prn r cjwor of Ma 


|Troy(N.Y.) Budgot. 

It is truly a great work, and tho publisher* 
j deserve the thank* of inventor-*, machinists and 
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to acquaint tbemieltw with the progrow <>fin THE ILLUSTRA FED DOMESTIC BIBLE, 

volition in the meob*oic *rtn (Vily Meicurj „ n#T j Counts, M A. Thin BeanU- 

Young moohanics ought to keep posted up p oni py Bible, will be published in twenty- 
in theoretical as well »a practical know edge. ^ v „ is; umbers, at 25 CMitu cadi, and will also 
and thin wrrk will show them jurt how th(,j ^ u roont t,l v parte at 50 oente. 
atand.-Reahury (Maee ) iVdvertteer. ineuinhin^ features of this Bible erg 

We take it to be just the work that scores ] .Seven hundred Wood Engravings, 
and hundreds of our intelligent mechanics have o Many thousand Marginal References, 
desired to possess, ho ample are its descrip- 3 j j, ree g n( .| y executed Steel Maps, 
tions, and so full and minute its specifications. 1 4 fiumeruat Improved Readings, 
that it seems to us that any mechanic might 5 A Corrected Chronological Order, 
construct any machine tt describes, on the 0 Thc p oelica i B 00 ks in Metrical Form, 
strength of ita enCTavinga and instructions. 7 An Exposition of each Chapter, containing 
-N. Y. Commercial Ad rertuser the essence of the best commentators, with 

All interested in mechanics should avail moc b original matter by the Editor, 
themselves of its advantages. -Schuylkill Jour. B. Reflections drawn from the subject of the 
A work of extensive practical utility and chapter, $nd giving in a condensed form, its 
great importance arui value to the rapidly in- H pj r f tua ] import. 

creasing interests of the country, vve regard r> affixed to the Chapters for each mor- 

the vroik as eminently calculated to promote n j n ,r an ,i evening s reading, comprising thg 
the cause of science and the mechanical arts. w |,£| q Bible in one year. 

and to disseminate valuable uilormation on The engravings are never introduced for 
these subject* -Troy Daily VS u'g show, but always to explain the text, illustra- 

We have carefully prrused the numbers. t j n manners and customs of the an- 

and have no hesitation in saying that it is the qie £ t J 

l>eat work for mechanics, tradesmen, and A specimen Number with recommendations 
ecientifie men, ever published, f*»r it contains f rom gumQ D f olir leading divines, is now rea- 
minute information on every braneh of the -phe regular issue will begin about the 1st 
mechanical arts and sciences, expressed in a ,>f J ul y, and a Number will be published on 
Btjle and language intelligible to any reader of ^ nn( j fifteenth of each month, till the 
ordinary capacity. -Gloucester News book is complete. 

We are sure we are doing the mechanics of Agents are wanted to procure subscribers 
Norwich and other parts of Connecticut a ser- f or t bj g vor |^ ftn d the opportunity is a most fa- 
vice by bringing the work to their attention vora y q one f or them to do well. 

-Norwich (Conn ) Courier. # It will he one of the most beautiful, compre- 

It ia just euoh a work as every mechanic bensive Bibles ever published, and so cheap as 
should poseess.-N. Y. Freeman s Journal. ^ p] ace within the reach of all. 

We consider it one of the most useful and A j post-paid, to S. HRTSTON, 

important publications of the age. No roe- 139 Nassau at., New York. 

johanio can afford to bo without it.- Newark 

l N. J ) Commercial Courier. 

Of all the various publicationshaving for BL AC K. WOOD’S MAGAZINB, 

their obiect the elucidation and advancement A*n thk 

pf the mechanical arts and sciences, none thr,t BRITISH QUARTERLY REVIEWS. 
we have seen is so full of promise as this.- Owing to the late revolutions and counter* 
jBuffalo Com Advertiser. revolutions among the nations of Europe which 

ft is the best and cheapest work ever of- have followed ench other in such quick succee- 
ded to the scientific and practical engineer edon, of which “f/ie end is not yet,” the leading 
and mechanic. The pfatefl arc beautifully periodicals of Great Britain have becopae in- 
executed. -N. Y*. Globe. vested with a degree of interest hitherto pp- 

This great Dictionary is one of the most known. They occupy a middle ground between 
useful works which has been published for ihe hasty, disjointed, and necessarily imper- 
years, and the low price at which it is sold feet records ot the newspnpen*, and the elabo- 
makes it acceptable to all -South Carolinian rate and ponderous treatises to be furnished by 
We regard it as one of the most compre- the historian at a future dsy The America** 

hensive and valuable, as well a? cheapest works Publishers, therefore, deem it proper to call 


ever pubijrhed.-Baltiinore Advertiser. renewed attention to ihete periodicals, and to 

Ought to be taken by every one desiring to the very low prices at which they are offered 
keen pace with the progress of art and science to eub-cribers. The following is tbeir list:— 
in every one of the labors of civilized life.- THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW- 
Rondout (N. Y.) Courier- THE EDINBURGH REVIEW. 

it is designed after the principle of lire’s THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW. 
Dictionary, only that it is moredevoted to the THE W ESTMINSTER REVIEW, and 
mechanical and engineering professions, and BLACKWOOD’S EDINBURGH MAGAZINJ5. 
above all it is valuable aa accomplishing lor | 0 there periodicals are contained the views 
America what Ure has done for England, viz: moderately, though clearly and firmly expres- 
describlng American machinery and works of Vd, of the threo great parties in England, -r 
art.'’-Scientiftc (N. Y.) American. ; Tory, Whig and Radical — * Blacjtflrood” 
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the ‘'London Quarterly” are Tory , tho “Edin- 
burgh Review’’ Whig) and the -West min* ter 
Review” Liberal. The ‘North British Review” 
owes its establishment to the lust great ecclesi- 
astical movement in ScotlanJ. and is not ultra 
is its views on any of the grand departments 
of human knowledge ; it was originally edited 
by Dr. Chalmers, and now, since hind* nth, is 
conducted by his son-in-law, Dr. Hanna, asso- 
ciated with Sir David Brewster. Its literary 
character is of the very highest order. The 
‘•Westminster,” though reprinted under that 
title only, is published in England under the 
title of the ‘ Foreign Quarterly and Westmin- 
ster,” it being in fact a unit n of the two Re- 
views formerly published and reprinted under 
seperate titles. It has, therefore the advantage 
by this combination, of uniting in one work 
the best features of both heretofore io*ucd. 

The above Periodicals are reprinted in New 
York, immediately on their arrival by the Bri- 
tish steamer*, in a beautiful clear type, on fine 
white paper, and are faithful copies of the ori- 
ginals, Blackwood’s Magazine being an exact; 
fac-simile of the Edinburgh edition. 


C. C. MOORE. 

PLATTSBURGH , A. Y. 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DRU3 & MEDICINE 

W A REHOUSE, 

(Patent Medicines excluded.) Opium, Salt*, 
Castor Oil, Quinine, Sulphur, Cream Tartar, 
Sal Siala, Carb. Soda. Oils of I^emon, Pepper- 
mint, Cedar. Snuff, Balsam & Origanum; Soda 
Crackers. Burgundy pitch. Tartaric Ac d Sweet 
Oil, Cologne. Turpentine’ Paints, Oils; Fresh 
Cod Liver Oil. 

Physicians* orders requested, and promptly 
attended to. Six months’ time given, ana all 
articles warranted as to price and quality, or 
they will be returned. 

ter* Reference to Dr. Nelson, Editor of 
the Northern Lancet. 

MOOERS -v STODDARD, 

DRUGS, MEDICINES,’ PAINTS, OIL, DYESTUFFS, 

Surgical am> Dental instruments. 

FANCY So A p*, RICH HM EH IKS. AND 

P A T K fit T M K D / C I fit E S. 

Plattsburgh, A'. V. 


Terms. 

For any one of tho f e views, $3 00 a year 
For any two, do 5 00 “ 

For any three. do 7 00 “ 

For all four of the Reviews, BOO 44 j 

For Blackwood « Magazine, 3.0(1 44 

For Blackwoods and 3 Reviews. 0 00 44 ! 

For Black wooJa and 4 Reviews. 10,00 44 
Payments to be made in all eases in advance, j 
CLUBBING. 


Four copies of any or of all of the above 
works will be sent to one address on poyment 
of tho regular subscription for three- -the 
fourth being gratis. Remittances and comrau-' 
nications. are to bo addressed, post-paid orj 
franked, to the Publishers, 

LEONARD SCOTT & CO, 70 Fulton St. 

F.n trance 54 Gobi St. New York. ! 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


“APOTHECARIES' HALL," 

Corner of Church am] College Street*, 

in hum; to.v, termor i\ 

SCAltl.ETT K LYON, 

PROPRIETORS, 

WHOLES X I.K AND RETAIL DLAUCRS IN 

Drug., Ctbemiift's, Oita, Dye-Stuff., 
Camphene, Ac. &c, 

DAVID A. SCARLETT. DAN LTON, 

DRUGS. MEolciXES. PAIS'TS, 

O.U, Dye- 'V ood. and Stuffs 
PERFUMERY. HAIR ft TOOTH 
BRUSHES ; 

Fancy Articles, 

And all kind, oi 

PATENT MEDICINES. SOLD BY' 
WILLIAM P. MOOERS, 

PLATTSBURGH. 

Also Purlieu*'* Passcairrioss prepared 


LIFE INSURANCE. 

<;f.oiu;k jioohe, 

Agent for American und AVtr Yvrk Life In 
aurance Companies, fnlifortiin Risks t& 
on at fair rates. Particular* furuished on ap- 
plication hy mail ur otherwise. 

PLATTSBURGH, N. Y 


JAMES N. BROWN, 

i ATTORNEYS. COUNSELLORS, tea. 

OGDF.SSBURUH, Y. 

A. B. Jam**. VYw. C. Blows. 

M. CON A NT, 

ATTORNEY iso COUNSELLOR at law, 
MALONE, iV. Y. 


HARTFORD LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE CO. 

Cwh Invested Capital ol $100,000. 

California Life Kiikn, 
taken at lower rates than any other Institu- 
tion. Insurance on the Mutual or Joint Stock 
plans, and on Life and Health combined. 

HORACE NELSON, M. />., 
Agent and Medioal Examiner for 
Clinton County, New York. 


NORTHERN LANCET 
AND 

GAZETTE OF LEGAL MEDICINE, 

I* printed on 32 large octavo pages, with 
^doable columns, and is published monthly, at 
One Dollar a year, in Advance, 
tey* letters : Books ko. for Review, must be 
) post-paid -those from Agents excepted. 
PLATTSBURGH , Clinton County, N. Z. 
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